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1.Nebraska 


Get Ready for Some Power Football 


By the end of the season, Nebraska was back to looking like the 
Big Red, using its superior muscle to flatten a Tennessee 
defense that had been crowing about how good it was. That 31- 
21 Fiesta Bowl victory emphasized how the Cornhuskers really 
haven't missed a beat under Frank Solich, who would have been 
playing for the national title in his second season if not for a four-point loss to 
Texas in midseason. 

Now the Huskers are poised to do exactly that — play for, and win —a 
national championship. Another championship. 

As long as they win the big ones at the end, they shouldn't have to worry 
about schedule ratings or such things. Other teams have more difficult schedules, 


but the Cornhuskers simply have the Big 12 schedule they are dealt this season, 
and it isn’t their fault they don't get a chance to face South Division powers Texas 
or Texas A&M. They plan to take on the best of the South in the league champi- 
onship game anyway. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The 0-Line features potential All-Americans in cen- 
ter Dominic Raiola and guard Russ Hochstein, and even though they have to 
replace two starting linemen from 1999, one of the replacements is tackle Jason 
Schwab, who was a 1998 starter before missing last season with an injury. The 
top three |-backs combined for 1,830 yards last season ... and that rumble is the 
touted arrival of RB Thunder Collins. 

Although the defense isn’t as flush with returning starters as the offense 


NATIONAL PICKS 


(10), there are still seven positions manned by players with starting experience, 
and lots of speed elsewhere. And the best special teams in the country will serve 
as the right hand for the defense. 

; The secondary will miss the “Brown Brothers,” and 
somebody has to help Carlos Polk accumulate all the tackles at linebacker, but 
promising players are in the wings. No such luck at QB, where Eric Crouch desper- 
ately needs to stay healthy. 

Any game at Notre Dame is a risk (Sept. 9), and it’s a bit unnerving for a 
team to wade through two months of preliminaries before the main events — their 
last four games are at Kansas State, at home against Colorado, (and presumably) 
the Big 12 championship game in Kansas City, and the national championship 
game in Miami. 


If Nebraska isn’t 9-0 heading into a Nov. 11 showdown at 
Kansas State, something has gone terribly awry. But once they get to that point, the 
Cornhuskers know what to do. They already have captured three national champi- 
onships in the past six years, and once they get within shouting distance they won't 
be denied, 


Peter Warrick returned for his senior season in 1999 to win one 
national title. Quarterback Chris Weinke is doing him one better; he returned in 
order to win his second championship. Gotta admire his timing. Even without 
Warrick, he’s got a plethora of talented receivers to throw to, and he will be suit- 
ably protected by an offensive line that will rate with the school's best. 

: There's not enough space here to talk about all of 
FSU's potential All-Americans, Let’s just say it will be a major upset if the Seminoles 
don't extend their streak of consecutive Top 5 finishes, currently at an amazing 13. 
Since Sebastian Janikowski took his big leg to the NFL, 

the Seminoles are likely to rely on — gulp —a true-freshman kicker, And the middle 
of that defensive line just won't be the same without Cory Simon and Jerry Johnson, 

So much for something new. FSU will survive a game at Miami 
and a home finale vs. Florida ... and play in a third-consecutive national title game. 


ie 


How can a team be better without the Heisman Trophy winner 
around? Well, almost all other key players are charging back for more, and they 
won't have the luxury (or limitation) of relying so heavily on all-time No. 1 rusher 
Ron Dayne. So, coach Barry Alvarez is diversifying the offense just a little and the 
veteran defense will make opposing offenses play the way the Badgers want them 
to play ... poorly. 

The Badgers have built a solid foundation on big- 
game performances, with back-to-back Big Ten titles and Rose Bowl triumphs — 
and three Rose victories in seven seasons — and now with 16 returning starters, 
they're ready to win all of the little ones, too. 

There’s a four-week gauntlet starting Sept. 30 that 
presents Wisconsin with its four toughest games in succession (at Michigan, Ohio 
State, at Michigan State, and Purdue). It’s hard to ignore that the Badgers won't 
have the Big Dog to ride when things get tough. 

The No. 1 team from the No. 1 conference is 21-3 in the past 
two years and is peaking. It might even be ready to top out at No. 1. 


eu fox ue) Consider that coach Mike DuBose’s biggest concerns have been to 
find strong leadership and choose between two of the top four or five quarter- 
backs in the SEC, and it’s apparent that the Crimson Tide is loaded, Last year, 
their dual victories over Florida were considered upsets ... but it's going to be up 
to the rest of the SEC to keep the Tide from re-establishing its traditional spot as 
frontrunners, 

An imposing 18 starters return from the league 
championship team, which has ample big-play guys on offense and a defense led 
by LB Saleem Rasheed that rated in the top 10 nationally last season. 

The Tide never would have been a 10-3 team last year 
without All-American RB Shaun Alexander, and not only is he gone to the NFL, but 
$0 is his No. 1 blocker, Chris Samuels (both first-round draft picks). 

This team looks like it's again headed for Atlanta for the SEC 
championship game, and the Sugar Bowl ... unless, of course, it gets to play for 
No. 1 in the Orange Bowl. 


MIAMI 
Sure, the Hurricanes thought they were going to have quarterback 
Kenny Kelly and linebacker Nate Webster around, but this season still could be all 
Miami wants it to be — namely, the capper for Butch Davis’ rebuilding project. With 
a collection of skill-position people that is the envy of almost every other team, 
Miami would be sorely disappointed with anything less than its first Top 10 finish 
since 1994, 

: There's no safe place to attack the Miami defense, 
since every position group has a potential All-American of some sort. Humongous 
games against Florida State and Virginia Tech are at home, 

Sophomore Ken Dorsey was mighty impressive last 
season in relief of Kelly, but he fattened up on some bad defenses ... so the question 
remains: Can he do it against the Florida States and Virginia Techs of the world? 

Year Five of the Davis era ended with his first Jan. 1 bowl 
appearance. Year Six will see the Hurricane’s swaggering ina BCS bowl ... maybe 
even a home game? 


The 82 victories in the past three seasons — including a stun- 
ning 8-1 record against Ohio State, Penn State and Wisconsin — are the most for 
the Wolverines since Fielding Yost’s 1903-05 teams won 33. Although the Big Ten 
is deeper, more balanced than ever, Michigan is poised to win or share the Big Ten 
title for the third time in four years (and ninth in 15). 

The offense is loaded at the skill positions, and the 
veteran line should find the consistency that eluded it at times in 1999. The Sept. 30 
tilt with Wisconsin looks like the game of the year ... and it’s at Michigan Stadium. 
The defense is young, and the schedule calls for three 
trips to wild offensive teams (UCLA, Purdue, Illinois) plus the game against Wis- 
consin in a grueling stretch beginning Sept. 16. 

Replacing six defensive starters is never easy, but the talent Lloyd 

Carr has recruited makes it feasible for the Wolverines to wind up in the BCS again. 
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Times have changed in Gainesville, where the name of the game is defense, 
and for want of a little offense, this ballclub could be something special. It'll be up to 
QB Jesse Palmer to show the kind of improvement forecast for him two years ago. 
He did not blossom amid controversy with Doug Johnson, and now he's got the 
chance to run with the job and run the team ... and the Gators are counting on him. 

Anine-win season, with all four losses coming to 
Top 10 teams, is not exactly a horrendous slump. Linemen Alex Brown and Gerard 
Warren lead a veteran defense, and RB Earnest Graham gives the offense balance. 
Only four starters, including just two linemen, return to 
an offense that barely managed 400 yards a game last season. None of the biggest 
games are at home: at Tennessee, at Florida State, and vs. Georgia in Jacksonville. 
Florida should outlast UT and Georgia in the East ... but unless 
Palmer and the WRs improve drastically, the SEC title drought 
will reach four years. 


With a team as talented as the Longhorns, it’s hard to be humble ... unless 
you lost your last three games of the 1999 season and had your starting quarter- 
back undergo major knee surgery. Not to worry. Texas’ crash to earth in late 1999 
looks like a mere blip. With the way Mack Brown has been recruiting, Texas is 
hurtling into the new millennium with designs on multiple Big 12 titles. 

The defense, keyed by tackles Casey Hampton and 
Shaun Rogers, should be the Longhorns’ best unit since the early ‘90s. The 
offense has its pick of quality quarterbacks Major Applewhite or Chris Simms. 

; : There will be no bigger (potential) quarterback contro- 
versy than the one in Austin, and that can have a way of being a big ol’ Texas-sized 
distraction. With Kwame Cavil gone, the quarterbacks need to find a new go-to guy. 

No Nebraska, no Kansas State in the regular season. Looks 
like Texas cruises to the South Division title and the league's 


C= championship game. 


Two games. That's all ... two games. Obviously the Bulldogs have to mind 
their Ps and Qs along the way, but really, they just need to find a way to play well 
for a change against Florida (in Jacksonville) and Tennessee (in Athens). They're 
1-18 in their last 19 games against those two teams, which is why they keep 
watching the SEC championship game on TV. But this is their chance. 

The Dawgs have a rare combination of big-time tal- 
ent and lots of experience (18 returning starters), and their four true road games 
are against teams they ought to handle. QB Quincy Carter can play his way to the 
top of the Heisman race. 

There's a lot of pressure on this team. Carter came 
back for this, and coach Jim Donnan has been gearing up for it... even 10-2 will 
be a disappointment ... if it's the wrong two in the loss column. 

It's maybe UGa's best chance for an SEC East title since the crown 
of 1982. But has breaking through the Big Two become too much to ask? Probably. 


-_ 


a) 


Twenty-one regular-season victories in the past two seasons is a major 
reason for celebration — hey, it took K-State nine years to get that many before 
Bill Snyder took over in 1989. But all that winning has yet to translate into a Big 12 
title. The Wildcats aren't going anywhere, though, and have the players to keep 
plugging away this season at those elusive goals. 

3: Offense is loaded with big-play dudes like RB/returner 
David Allen and WR Quincy Morgan, and it’s hard to find a flaw with kicker Jamie 
Rheem. If Jonathan Beasley can’t cut it at OB, Ell Roberson II! probably can. 

The non-conference quartet of lowa, Louisiana Tech, 
Ball State and North Texas is fooling no one, so if K-State is to join the BCS parade, 
it can't rely on getting an at-large bid. Its ticket will have to be a Big 12 title. 

The season turns on the mid-November tussle with 

Nebraska. The Wildcats won the last meeting in Manhattan ... but not this time. 


WT 


The defense has been gutted, the special teams need a makeover, running 
back Shyrone Stith should have stayed in school. Boo-hoo. The Hokies will be 
crazy-good because of that quarterback guy Michael Vick. OK, so maybe another 
appearance in the national title game isn’t in the offing, but, with Vick, this sure 
looks to be a “major-bowl” kind of year. 

Frank Beamer isn't an overnight wonder, so we have 
a hard time seeing his beloved defense and special teams going to seed. Vick and 
Andre Davis form the nation’s best deep threat, and the offense can put up 40 per 
game. 

In addition to the re-stocking of talent, Virginia Tech 
has a tricky opener vs. Georgia Tech, as well as road games at East Carolina, Syra- 
cuse and Miami. The angry ‘Canes will be looking to end a five-game skid vs. Tech. 

A rebuilt defense and special teams keep the Hokies from the 
top tier, but they'll probably go Gator Bowling. 


Phillip Fulmer has the biggest rebuilding job in the Top 25. Losing 13 
starters from last year’s team — most of whom were key players on the 1998 
national championship squad — means these Vols will be following nobody. 
They're their own team, and will establish their own identity ... nobody will have a 
street named after them, unlike the past two quarterbacks. But that doesn’t mean 
they'll lose much. 

As much as any program in the country, talent 
abounds in the younger classes in Knoxville. Guys like DT John Henderson, DE 
Will Overstreet, and CB Andre Lott will take their place as high-profile players. 

The first four SEC games are all very losable: Florida, 
at LSU (Tigers’ first SEC game under Nick Saban), at Georgia, Alabama. Only one 
starting OL returns, which is a bad combination with a new QB (Joey Mathews). 

Here's where Fulmer gets to prove he’s worth the million bucks 
they're paying him ... getting back to a third straight BCS bow! would be astounding. 
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When Drew Brees announced late in 1999 that he'd remain a Boil- 
ermaker for the 2000 season, Purdue became a serious contender for the 2001 
Rose Bowl. Yet, as close as he might be able to get them, it's going to take some 
additional defense to get the Boilermakers to Pasadena for the first time since Bob 
Griese led them in the 1966 season. 

I Brees is capable of outscoring any team in any 
game. He's one of the top three Heisman Trophy candidates heading into the sea- 
son, and there are seven other starters on offense. 

Brees was capable of outscoring any team in any game 
last season, too ... but even while averaging 32 points a game, the Boilers lost five 
times, And now they have to throw six new starters into the defensive lineup. 

In the three seasons under coach Joe Tiller, the Boilers have 
shown a wonderful offense and a gutsy team. They're ready to show more. 


Uw 


Everyone came away happy from Rick Neuheisel’s honeymoon 
season, a nice 7-5 campaign in which the Huskies rallied from an 0-2 start and 
then threw a major scare into big favorite Kansas State in the Holiday Bowl. Now, 
it gets serious. Washington returns 15 starters, led by quarterback Marques Tuia- 
sosopo, and is intent (if not yet capable) on returning to its early-'90s dominance. 

Running back Paul Arnold, the ace from 
Neuheisel’s first recruiting class, is ready for a bust-out season in a versatile 
offense designed around Tuiasosopo's all-around skills, 

The Huskies won't exactly be stout on the defensive line, 
and are praying that JC transfer Marcus Roberson can plug the middle. No one has 
been identified as the deep threat at receiver that would make the offense complete. 

This team can't compare to UW's Pac-10 championship teams 
from 1990-92, but who cares? The Huskies can take this watered-down league. 


David Cutcliffe is on the verge of taking what Tommy Tuberville 
started, and riding the Rebs to the next level. Not many coaches get to take over a 
program with talent like RB Deuce McAllister and QB Romaro Miller ... but more 
importantly, not many coaches know what to do with them when they get there. 
Cutcliffe knows, and his second year at Ole Miss could be one to remember. 
McAllister is the best all-purpose back in the coun- 
try and fits with Miller and tailback Joe Gunn to give the Rebels a dynamite back- 
field. In Cutcliffe’s second season, everything will be more familiar and efficient. 
Ole Miss must travel to Alabama and Georgia for two 
of its most important games. The defense lost some of its hard underbelly, so it 
can't expect to be as tough against the run as in 1999 (76.9 yards a game). 
All four of the Rebels’ losses last season were one-posses- 
sion games. Now they're ready to win 10 for the first time since 1971. 


Clemson was Close Call U. in 1999, taking Virginia Tech deep into 


the fourth quarter, and playing Marshall, Florida State and Georgia Tech within a 
field goal. Nice efforts, to be sure ... and now the expectations have gone way, 
way up in coach Tommy Bowden's second season. He has the goods to deliver, 
although he'll be forgiven if he can’t knock off Papa Bowden and FSU just yet. 

LB Keith Adams is back to roam all over the field, 
and DB Robert Carswell gives the Tigers a one-two All-American punch. Expect the 
pass-first offense to keep rolling under Woodrow Dantzler’s direction. 

A team that played as many close games as Clemson 
sure could use a good field goal kicker, but Tony Lazzara made only seven of 12 
attempts last season. That, and the fact Florida State is still in the ACC. 
Sixteen starters back from a team that finished 6-6 (but com- 
peted with everybody) means the Tigers are at the top of the “Teams to Watch’ list. 


The collapse of 1999 has the Nittany Lions especially anxious to do 
some damage in 2000 ... when few people really expect it. Now, with 14 new 
starters and several staff changes, they will try to make another run, but it'll take a 
special season to supercede the memory of the 9-0 start that fizzled with losses in 
the last three games of the regular season. 

Rashard Casey established himself in the bow! victory 
over Texas A&M as the playmaking QB the Lions need him to be throughout this sea- 
son. The offense should be even better than last year with a group of fine RBs. 

The defense lost eight starters (including the first two 
players chosen in the NFL draft — DT Courtney Brown and LB LaVar Arrington), and 
longtime coordinator Jerry Sandusky, so it can’t avoid a dropoff. 

It's hard to believe that Penn State has been in the Big Ten for 
seven years and has won only one league title, This doesn't look like the second. 


Ap 


The Buffs seemed to “get it” about halfway through last season, 
beating Oklahoma, suffering heartbreaking losses to Kansas State and Nebraska, 
and then thrashing Boston College in the Insight.com Bowl. With his system in 
place, all Gary Barnett needs to do now is sign his kind of players, which he did 
when he landed the nation’s top RB — Marcus Houston from Denver. 

The replacement for QB Mike Moschetti will be big 
and tall — either Zac Colvin or JC transfer Bob Pesavento. A strong front seven, 
which includes All-American LB Jashon Sykes, will be tough to penetrate. 

There's no room to breathe until late October at the 
earliest. Check it out: vs. Colorado State, at USC, Washington, Kansas State, at 
Texas A&M, Texas. Let's see if the new starting quarterback survives that. 

The signs are positive, but it’s just too soon to expect the 
Buffs to bust through to the Nebraska-Kansas State level in the Big 12 North. 


SOUT MIN 
==)0SS=> Not content after a 9-3 season in which his team won the Liberty 
Bowl and finished 14th nationally, Jeff Bower made major moves to upgrade an 
offense that has good parts, but nonetheless languished at 82nd in the country. 
The new leader is ex-Nevada offensive coordinator Chris Klenakis, he of the wide- 
open one-back offense. The defense? No Adalius Thomas, but still plenty good. 
Jeff Kelly might not yet invoke memories of Brett 


NATIONAL PICKS 


Favre, but he did finish ninth nationally in passing efficiency and has an offense in 
Which to flourish, Derrick Nix, a 1,000-yard rusher, provides a nice complement. 
Wow ... starting off on the road against Tennessee 
and Alabama (and Oklahoma State) sounds like death, The difficult schedule isn’t 
new for Southern Miss, but will challenge the Eagles’ belief in the new offense. 
By the time the C-USA game of the year comes around — East 
Carolina at Southern Miss on Nov. 25 — the Eagles will have all the pieces in place. 


It's almost as though the Fighting Illini charged onto the scene so 
quickly that they haven't been able to enjoy the rise. Because, suddenly, they've 
gone from upstart to a team that won eight games, scored 63 points ina bowl 
game, and is expected to be even better this season. But with Kurt Kittner leading 
an amazing 10 returning starters in Ron Turner's offense, this team has a lot going 
for it... again. 

- Yes, that’s 10 starters on offense. Kittner’s 24-TD, 
five-interception sophomore season gives him the confidence to do even more this 


season; an intact O-line will make it so. Not playing Wisconsin or Purdue helps, too. 


No more sneaking up on people (like in the comebacks 
against Michigan and Ohio State). And with more than half of the starting defense 
new, the high-powered offense is going to have to score even more than last season. 

The schedule calls for a 3-0 start and plenty of momentum head- 
ing into the Big Ten season, when a 500 record gets the Illini another nice bow! trip. 


TCU 


It's nice to know that Heisman candidate LaDainian Tomlinson can run for 
400 yards in a game if he wants to; it’s even nicer to know that he doesn’t have to 
for the Horned Frogs to win. With 10 starters back on offense and eight on 
defense, TCU can kill ina variety of ways, most likely with an underappreciated 
defense (at least on a national scale) that ranked fifth in the country last season. 
QB Casey Printers was a revelation as a freshman 
last season, and he will have ample opportunity to grow, thanks to an offensive 
line that returns intact. On defense, end Aaron Schobel is an NFL-ready prospect. 
The days of TCU sneaking up on anybody are officially 
over. Watch out, Frogs, you're sure to get the best shot of every team in the WAC, 
especially because this is your last go-round before bolting to Conference USA. 
There's not a game that TCU won't be favored to win, making the 
Frogs this year’s “Marshall” — the small-conference team most likely to be perfect. 


iM 

Like last year, the Mountain West race is expected to be a jum- 
bled mess, especially with UNLV looking capable of joining the fray. Losing all- 
league guys like defensive end John Frank and running back Mike Anderson will 
hurt, but Ron McBride has the speediest bunch in the MWC — receiver/returner 
Steve Smith is exhibit A— and that's the slight edge the Utes need to win this 
thing outright. 

McBride has his pick of senior quarterbacks — 

Darnell Arceneaux or T.D. Croshaw — and they combined for 24 touchdown 
passes last season. On defense, Andre Dyson is one of the nation’s best shut- 
down corners. 


Even with 17 starters returning, there is no experi- 
ence to speak of at running back. Keeping two quarterbacks happy is a delicate 
balance that can drive a team to distraction, 

Utah will make a statement in a trio of early Pac-10 games 
— Arizona, at Cal, Washington State — setting the stage for a rugged MWC race. 


Take your pick — either the Trojans have been consistently overrated 
or they are classic underachievers. Either way, we'll bite the bullet and pick them 
in the Top 25 — again — anticipating that this time Paul Hackett's talented troops 
play to the level of expectations. With the right mix of chemistry and an extra dose 
of fortitude, USC's first Pac-10 title in five years is well within reach, 

Sophomore WR Kareem Kelly is the real deal, which 
is a tag QB Carson Palmer has carried around since his high school days. There are 
All-American-types at every level of defense, starting with DT Ennis Davis. 

Goodness gracious, USC hasn't had an All-Pac-10 run- 
ning back since 1989, and what happened to that proud tradition of offensive line- 
men? This pedestrian group of big hosses up front isn't of typical Rose Bow!-caliber. 

USC could very well start 0-2 (Penn State in the Kickoff Clas- 
Sic, followed by Colorado), but will be chasing the Pac-10 title all the way to the end, 


am 


While most coaches try to keep expectations from outdistancing 
performance, six losses last season have stripped that luxury from OSU's John 
Cooper ... who promptly declared in the spring that “we've got too much talent” 
not to be a force on the national level. Alrighty then. It's time to go to work, 
because the Buckeyes are going to have to climb back over some teams. 

This is no rebuilding effort— the defense has plenty 
of experience, and the offense has big-play guys. As inconsistent as OB Steve Bellisari 
was (24 for 60 in the last three games), at least now he has that valuable experience, 

C'mon ... that offense was terrible last season, when 
OSU scored more than 20 points only five times. And for the second year in a row, 
the Buckeyes don't get to beat Northwestern and Indiana (which are off the schedule). 
Its hard to imagine another bowl-less season. But unless they 
beat Penn State and/or Wisconsin in the first league games, the bottom could fall out again. 


Poised for a big season in 1999, the Aggies were instead a dis- 
appointing 8-4, failing to score more than six points in three of their last six 
games, Let's just call that motivation for 2000. They'll need it, because offensive 
revivals are happening at Big 12 South rivals Oklahoma and Texas Tech, and 
arch-rival Texas is recruiting like crazy. 

The defense, ranked 13th in the nation last season, 
Will be typically excellent thanks to a strong front. The Aggies’ receivers can flat-out 
jet, giving hope for a big-play offense. And only one tough road league game: Texas. 
A&M will be inexperienced at QB, and that position 
could short-circuit the offense again. Who's going to replace punter Shane Lech- 
ler, and will Terrence Kitchens have fewer than seven kicks blocked this season? 
Defense keeps it close, but the offense still has too many 
questions to consider the Aggies as a serious contender for the Big 12 title. 0 
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. Nebraska 
. Florida State 
. Wisconsin 


. Alabama 
. Miami 


. East Carolina 
. Oklahoma 

. BYU 

. UCLA | 

. Michigan State 
. Marshall 

. Oregon 

. Virginia 

. Syracuse 
LSU 

. Notre Dame 
. Arizona 


. Auburn 

0. Minnesota 

. Arizona State. 
. Georgia Tech 
. Stanford 

. Louisville 

. Arkansas _ 

. Maryland 

. Colorado State 
. North Carolina 
. Indiana 

. Kentucky 

. Pittsburgh 

. Fresno State 

. UAB 

. Vanderbilt 

. Boston College 
. Texas Tech 

. Oregon State 
. N.C. State 

. Cincinnati 

. SMU 

. UNLV 

. Hawaii 

. Kansas 

. Memphis 

. Air Force 

- West Virginia 
. Oklahoma State 
. Boise State 

. Toledo 

. lowa State 


. Michigan 

. Florida 

. Texas 

. Georgia 

. Kansas State 


_ Pirates head for another bow! game with veteran talent. 
The departure of passing guru Mike Leach will be felt. 
Solid defense and nice supporting cast for a new OB. 
Superior recruiting classes start to pay dividends again. 
_ Tough schedule interrupts Bobby Williams’ honeymoon. 
Herd carries 17-game winning streak, but will drop off a bit. 
Quality QBs, overall balance, keep Ducks near Pac-10 lead. _ 
__ Cavs need to find offense following Thomas Jones era. 
Orange look to rebound from disappointing '99. 
Nick Saban hopes to bring first-year magic to talented team. 


Tough times for the Irish, as they try to shock the world. 


Cats love being underdogs; have solid lines on each side. 


. Mississippi State Great defense lost eight quality starters. 


Revitalized offense will help Tigers contend for bowl bid. 
Gophers will struggle to duplicate '99 success. 

Shaky QB situation keeps Devils from climbing higher. 
Must find a way to overcome new QB and old defense. 
No repeat Rose Bowl trip, but will be tough to beat. 
Redman’s gone, but plenty of offensive weapons return. 


_ Hogs absorb key losses, but RB Cedric Cobbs ready to break out. 


Is this the year the Terps finally learn how to win? 

Rams are in tough race in Mountain West. 

Rally in ‘99 built confidence, but still lacking blockers. 
Hoosiers still looking for more than QB Randle El. 

The defense needs to buck up as the offense keeps scoring. 
Walt Harris’ rebuilding project forges ahead. 

Bulldogs poised for run at second consecutive bowl. 
Watson Brown has Blazers rising quickly in C-USA. 

"Dores’ chance to break on through to the other side (bowl). 
For Eagles to return to postseason, offense must soar. 

New coach Mike Leach brings high-flying passing attack. 


___Pushovers no more; DBs and RBs are special. 


New coach Chuck Amato brings high-flying passing attack. 
Too young last year, Bearcats grow up in 2000. 

Ponies should manage to run with the WAC pack. 

New QB Jason Thomas takes Rebels from last to first division. 
Defense, not June Jones’ touted offense, is team’s strength. 


Jayhawks could emerge as a surprise with 17 returning starters. 


_ Tigers need offensive playmakers, but defense is tough. 


Falcons always most dangerous in rebuilding years like this one. 


Rare losing season has Mountaineer fans grumbling. 

Bowls a distant memory, pressure mounting on Bob Simmons. 
After winning bowl game, can Broncos keep rising? 

Most serious threat to Marshall’s MAC reign. 

Can Cyclones build momentum with soft September schedule? 
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. Virginia Tech 
. Tennessee 

. Purdue 
. Washington 
. Ole Miss 


Central Florida 
Houston 
Wyoming 
lowa 
Missouri 
San Diego State 
Wake Forest 
Washington State 
Idaho 
Akron 
LATech 
California 
Rice 
Tulane 
South Carolina 
W. Michigan 
Temple 
Navy 
San Jose State 
Army 
Northwestern 
New Mexico 
Baylor 
Ohio 
Miami, 0. 
Duke 
UTEP 
New Mexico State 
Rutgers 
Nevada 
N. Illinois 
_Arkansas State _ 
Utah State 
Kent 
UL-Monroe 
C. Michigan 
Bowling Green 
E. Michigan 
North Texas 
Tulsa 
Middle Tenn. 
UL-Lafayette 
Ball State 
Connecticut 
Buffalo 


. Clemson 

. Penn State 

. Colorado 

- Southern Miss 
. Illinois 


Rating the Teams 1-115 


. Utah 

. TCU 

. USC 

. Ohio State 
. Texas A&M 


Vic Penn is a fine quarterback, but needs help. 

New coach must find ground game and defense. 

New coach Vic Koenning counted on to bring continuity. 
Hawkeyes will be better, but Big Ten makes rebuilding tough. 
Anemic offense, porous defense doesn’t get better overnight. 
Offense vastly improved, but defense takes a step back. 

No back-to-back bowls for Demon Deacons. 

Cougs rely on young skill to hasten rebuilding effort. 

Vandals tune into new (Tom) Cable system. 

Spirits are high coming off break through 7-4 season. 

Brian Stallworth is a solid post-Rattay quarterback. 

Stong defense takes step back; offense not ready to step up. 
Owls’ slump continues as league gets tougher. 

What happened to program that went 12-0 two years ago? 
What did Lou Holtz get himself into? 

Will be hard-pressed to approach success of '99. 
More-reasonable schedule could mean four wins. 

QB Brian Madden has Middies fired up. 

Spartans can score, but must improve No. 113 defense. 

Big changes force tough transition on new coach, old players. 
Randy Walker will win in Evanston, but not this year. 

Lobos are getting better, but so is the rest of the league. 
Take a knee, Coach, then we'll talk. 

Bobcats still plan to run like a service academy. 

Who'll score the touchdowns without Travis Prentice around? 
Blue Devils made a run last year, but brace for tough 2000. 
Too-young defense bad timing for new coach Gary Nord. 

In last year of Big West, Aggies could contend for first title ever. 
Knights can be respectable, but won't win much. 

Wolf Pack will need a year to adjust to step up to WAC. 
Nineteen starters return from encouraging 5-6 team. 

QB Cleo Lemon needs sweet senior season. 

New coach and new system, but same results. 

Another losing season would bring the heat on Dean Pees. 
After 5-6 in Bobby Keasler’s first season, Indians look for more. 
Former Michigan assistant Mike Debord starts from scratch. 
Gary Blackney made big staff changes after another losing season. 
New coach Jeff Woodruff hits Ypsilanti with work cut out for him. 
Mean Green’s offensive attack isn't mean or offensive. 

Even with new coach, not much wind in Hurricane's sails. 
Year two in Division I-A will be as tough as year one. 

In second season, coach Jerry Baldwin finds hope. 

Cardinals are 1-21 over the past two seasons. = 
New Division I-A program finds the going a bit tougher. 

Sorry Bulls, but you'll need to prove it before you're elevated. 
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Vick Rises 
Above Deep 
Crowd of 
Quarterbacks 


ichael Vick has skewed the 
quarterback position for the 
2000 season. 

With the talent and performances he 
displayed in leading Virginia Tech to the 
cusp of the 1999 national championship, 
he’s got every coach in America looking 
for “the next Michael Vick.” 

Thing is, he’s the next Michael Vick. 
The new, improved model. The one that 
will pass more than last year. Make even 
better decisions. Have greater freedom in 
the offense. Hold even more respect from 
his teammates. 

Opponents? They're downright fright- 
ened by what he might do to them at 
any second. 

“This guy is scary. It’s unbelievable 
how good he could be,” said Clemson 
offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez. 
“You know what amazes me? Florida 
State is about as fast as you can find on 
defense. He made some moves and 
shook some guys that I never thought 
you could do to Florida State.” 

And the guy will be only a sophomore 
this season, leading a team that lost a lot of 
its outstanding defense and will be count- 
ing on him to lead the offense to more 
points than the Hokies needed last season. 

The complete package that Vick 
brings to the field has a tendency to over- 
shadow other outstanding quarterbacks, 
who in most other years would be con- 
sidered an All-American. 

Glancing through the Lindy’s/ 
SportsLine.com All-America checklist, the 
2000 season looks like the year of the 
quarterback. Everybody seems to have 
one they're proud of ... better than “a 
guy we can win with.” 

Check it out: An amazing 51 of the 63 
major-conference teams (tied into the 
Bowl Championship Series) have a starting 
quarterback returning. That’s 81 percent. 

There are more than a few guys with 
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Lindy’s / SportsLine.com 
2000 All-America Team 


MICHAEL VICK 


2000 


FIRST TEAM 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
TE 
Cc 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
AP 
PK 


Michael Vick 
LaMont Jordan 


Deuce McAllister 
Santana Moss 


David Terrell 
Todd Heap 
Dominic Raiola 
Ben Hamilton 


Steve Hutchinson 
Kareem McKenzie 


Tarlos Thomas 
David Allen 
Jamie Rheem 


SECOND TEAM 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
TE 
Cc 


Drew Brees 


Anthony Thomas 
LaDainian Tomlinson 


Ronney Daniels 
Quincy Morgan 
Tracey Wistrom 
Casey Rabach 


YR 


So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
dr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr 


YR 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 
_ Sr. 


Jr. 
Sr. 


SCHOOL 
Virginia Tech 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Miami _ 
Michigan 
Arizona State 
Nebraska 
Minnesota 
Michigan | 
Penn State 
Florida State 
Kansas State 
Kansas State 


SCHOOL 
Purdue 
Michigan 
TCU 

Auburn 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 


Lindy’s National Offensive Player of the Year. 
Gained 1,101 yards in last six games of ’99. 
Receiving skills put him a notch above. 

Smooth ’Cane can go the distance at any time. 
Lucrative combination of size and speed. 

Great receiver who is a top-drawer blocker. 
Brings an attitude to the Big Red line. 

At the center of Gophers’ resurgence. 
Four-year fixture in the Maize and Blue trenches. 
Best lineman in the best league for linemen. 
Leader of what might be Bowden's best O-Line. 
Due to break national PR record by midseason. 
Knocked home 15 FGs in a row last season. 


Best Big Ten quarterback in more than a decade. 
“A-Train” ready to roll for 1,500 yards. 

Led nation in ’99 with 1,850 rushing yards. 
Big-play talent made huge impact as frosh. 
Averaged league-record 24 yards a catch. 
Grant’s brother makes big plays, too (27-yd avg). 
Centerpiece of outstanding Badgers line. 


OL Leonard Davis Sr. 
OL Terrence Metcalf Jr. 
OL Kenyatta Walker Jr. 
OL Pork Chop Womack Sr. 
AP BobbyNewcombe Sr. 
PK Vitaly Pisetsky Sr. 


Texas 


serious Heisman Trophy credentials who don't figure to get a sniff 
at even preseason All-America consideration. 

Drew Brees ... Chris Weinke ... Quincy Carter. 

It takes a lot — it takes a Michael Vick — to overshadow a 
guy like Drew Brees. 

Brees has it all, too. But the Purdue passer is just not quite as 
freaky — not as fast as Vick or possessing that quick release. 

Brees has the offense, the arm, and the chutzpah (he showed 
an ability to run the ball when needed last year, too) to lead Pur- 
due to even greater heights. He's led the Boilermakers to 16 vic- 
tories the past two seasons, but he and the program have 
improved together under coach Joe Tiller, to the point that they 
have to be considered a Rose Bowl contender. 

“He's not only gifted athletically, he’s gifted intellectually,” 
Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said of Brees. “He knows where the 
pressure is coming from. He knows where the coverage is going 
to be rolled. He makes such great decisions. There's nothing he 
can’t do.” 

And how about Quincy Carter? 

Carter was erratic as a freshman, dazzling as a sophomore — 
witness the Outback Bowl rally that overcame a 25-point deficit 
against Purdue (largest comeback in bowl history) — and as a 
junior, expect him to be brilliant. 

Georgia’s do-everything quarterback is 22, and his maturity 
makes his talent all the more dangerous. 

And, speaking of maturity, let's not forget Florida State’s Chris 
Weinke. He, not Vick, led his team to the 1999 national champi- 
onship and begins the 2000 season on a 12-game winning 


Mississippi 
Florida 
Mississippi St. 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 


Montrous tackle intimidates even Bevo. 

Nation’s best guard moves to left tackle. 
Pass-blocker deluxe gives Gators an edge. 
That’s his real name; turns foes to chopped liver. 
Open-field star found his niche at wingback. 
Russian immigrant rarely misses (16-20 FG). 


streak. 

Weinke, the 28-year-old former minor-league third baseman, 
last year bristled at critics who pointed out that he couldn't run 
like Vick. And then he went out and made all the right decisions 
and all the right throws in a four-TD performance in the Seminoles’ 
46-29 victory over Virginia Tech (and Vick) in the Sugar Bowl. 

“Probably my No. 1 attribute is my leadership,” the 6-5, 240- 
pound Weinke said. “Physically, I'll put myself up against any- 
body in the country at this position.” 

Now Weinke will be trying to duplicate the feats of 
Nebraska's Tommie Frazier (1994-95) and Jerry Tagge (1971-72), 
and Oklahoma's Steve Davis (1974-75), in becoming the fourth 
quarterback in the past 50 years to lead a team to back-to-back 
national championships. 

“Chris Weinke is the leader of our team,” Florida State coach 
Bobby Bowden said. “Our kids will say that. | don’t have to say 
that. Sometimes you have a leader on offense that the defense 
will follow. All players follow Weinke.” 

Funny, sounds like Joe Tiller talking about Drew Brees ... 
or Jim Donnan about Quincy Carter ... or Frank Solich about Eric 
Crouch ... or Rick Neuheisel about Marques Tuiasosopo ... 
or Bobby Stoops about Josh Heupel ... or Cam Cameron about 
Antwaan Randle-El ... or, perhaps most pointedly of all, Frank 
Beamer about Michael Vick. 

Indeed, it's a quarterback-rich season in college football. 

But even with the logjam of talented, experienced players at 
the top, Vick stands out. 

— Don Borst 
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CBS 


Wisconsin’s 
Fletcher Willing, 
Able to Take on 

Anybody 


t’s the closest football comes to the 
culture of basketball — a cornerback 
lining up against a receiver. 

They're out there alone, man against 
man. The winner and loser won't be 
obscured in the trenches. The result will 
be apparent to everyone. 

And they chat. 

“Oh, yeah, it’s very much like basketball,” 
Wisconsin comerback Jamar Fletcher said. 

“It’s just you and the receiver, and 
you're going to see who's better. It's 
funny. My freshman year, | never really 
talked noise on the field. But after | had 
a pretty good year, the next year, | would 
run out there and people on the sideline 
were talking noise to me. Then the 
receiver would start.” 

At 5-10 and 170 pounds, Fletcher might 
lack size, but he does not lack confidence. 

“| don’t start talking noise,” he said. 
“But | finish it.” 

Fletcher usually gets the best of the 
battles, verbal and non-verbal. He has 14 
interceptions in 21 games. Five of them 
he returned for touchdowns, a Big Ten 
career record. 

Think about that for a second: Few 
wide receivers enter their junior season 
with five touchdowns. Obviously he 
knows what to do with the ball once he 
gets it, having played option quarterback 
in high school — he once scored five 
touchdowns in a game. 

The thing about Fletcher is that you 
don’t just have to try to beat him ... you 
have to try to keep him from beating you. 

He and the Badgers have won back to 
back Rose Bowls and now have their 
sights on the Orange Bowl this season — 
which means the national championship 
game. 

The biggest games bring out his best 
efforts. He had seven tackles, including 
six solos in the Badgers’ Rose Bowl vic- 
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JAMAR FLETCHER 


2000 


FIRST TEAM 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
DB 

p 


Alex Brown 
Wendell Bryant 
Casey Hampton 
Jamal Reynolds 
Keith Adams 
Jashon Sykes 
Jamie Winborn 
Andre Dyson 
Jamar Fletcher 
Carl Nesmith 
Fred Smoot 
Dan Hadenfeldt 


SECOND TEAM 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
DB 


Andre Carter 
Damione Lewis 
Richard Seymour 
Gerard Warren 
Pernell Griffin 
Dan Morgan 
Carlos Polk 
Robert Carswell 
Jarrod Cooper 
Maurice Hines 
Andre Lott 


DEFENSE 


SCHOOL 
Florida 
Wisconsin 
Texas 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Colorado 
Vanderbilt 
Utah 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 


Mississippi St. 


Nebraska 


SCHOOL 
California 
Miami 
Georgia 
Florida 

East Carolina 
Miami 
Nebraska 
Clemson 
Kansas State 
Marshall 
Tennessee 


The best pure pass rusher in the college game. 
Best in big games, has had two great Rose Bowls. 
“Big Hamp” covers field better than many LBs. 
Latest in a long line of crazy ’Nole pass rushers. _ 
Lives in opposing backfield (35 tackles for loss). 
Made 134 tackles despite bad shoulder in ’99. 

Has amassed 272 tackles in two seasons. 

Great cover guy in a league that needs them. 
Lindy’s National Defensive Player of the Year. — 
Nesmith combines big hits with fine pass coverage. 
Talks the talk, walks the walk ... he can play. 

NU record-holder granted sixth year by NCAA. 


Sprinter who had 20 TFLs, 10 sacks in ’99. : 
Four-year starter has keyed team’s resurgence. 
Standout tackle in a league of fine D-Linemen. 
Meets Alex Brown at the quarterback. 

Junior already has more than 200 career tackles. 


__On pace to become ’Cane’s all-time top tackler. 


Middle man in Huskers’ stifling defense. — 2 
Four-year starter sets tone for fine Tiger defense. 
Slowed by injuries in ’99, ready for big 2000. 

Shuts down opposing WRs with Danny Derricott. 
Consistent Vol steps to the forefront. 


P Nick Harris 


tory over Stanford. A year earlier in the 
Rose Bowl, his 46-yard interception return 
for a touchdown off of a Cade McNown 
pass turned out to be the margin of vic- 
tory over UCLA. 

Against Michigan State last season, 
he locked up star receiver Plaxico Burress 
and had two interceptions in a rout for the 
Badgers. Against Purdue, he intercepted 
Drew Brees twice, including one in the 
fourth quarter that put the game out of 
reach. 

“I think what separates him is antici- 
pation,” Wisconsin coach Barry Alvarez 
said. “Having been a high school quarter- 
back, he can put himself in the quarter- 
back’s head. He can see things differently. 
A lot of guys have the speed and the 
physical attributes, but | think that some- 
where along the line, you need a feel for 
the game.” 

Fletcher was a cornerback and option 
quarterback at Hazelwood (Mo.) East High 
School near St. Louis. His brother Jason 
played receiver at Southwestern 
Louisiana. Because of his height, Jamar 
had no illusions about playing quarterback 
in college. But he thought his experience 
playing a lot of tight man-to-man cover- 
age in high school would serve him well. 


2000 


California 


He chose Wisconsin in part because he 
saw an opportunity for playing time early 
in his career. The weather didn’t matter, 

“| wanted to play in the Big Ten, and 
I figured that anywhere | went in the Big 
Ten, there would be bad weather,” 
Fletcher said. 

He redshirted as a freshman, once 
playing the role of former Syracuse quar- 
terback Donovan McNabb for the scout 
team. The following year, he sprained an 
ankle on the first play of the season and 
missed two games. Soon, however, 
Fletcher established himself as someone 
with a knack for making big plays. 


Alvarez knew he had someone special. 


“l had [current Pro Bowl corner] Troy 
Vincent here, and | had to convince him 
that he was a great player,” Alvarez said. 
“[ had just had Todd Lyght at Notre 
Dame. First-round pick in the draft. Fifth 
overall. | told Troy, ‘You're bigger, faster, 
very physical.’ The kid looked up at me, 
and said, ‘Really?’ ” 

And Fletcher's confidence? 

“That's never a problem with Jamar,” 
Alvarez said. “He sauntered in here — and 
he was about 150 pounds soaking wet.” 

Like most cornerbacks, Fletcher is a 
Deion Sanders fan. Like Sanders, Fletcher 


; ~ Averaged 44 yards despite 14 pooch punts. 


wants to play some offense this season. 

The trick is convincing Alvarez. 

“| would love to play offense,” 
Fletcher said. “I joke around with him. 
| mean, I'm serious about it. He jokes 
around. | hope it'll happen.” 

Alvarez said it probably won't happen. 

“] think about that sometimes,” 
Alvarez said. “] thought about it last year. 
When | see the ball in his hands, he has 
tremendous running skills. We'll use him 
on special teams and put him on the 
opponent's best receiver. I'm concerned 
about fatigue setting in.” 

Continuing the Sanders connection, 
Fletcher says he thinks he could have 
played professional baseball, which gives 
you an idea of just how confident he is in 
his athletic ability. 

For now, he just might have to be 
content with football, with defense, with 
getting ready for the NFL. 

“You can’t go out there scared,” he 
said. “You have to approach every play 
like you're going to dominate the 
receiver. They're the same way. They feel 
they can’t be stopped.” 

Fletcher will be happy to discuss any 
disagreements across the line of scrimmage. 

— Mark Alesia 
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| Tulasosopo Scrambles Among Nation’s Elite 


MARQUES TUIASOSOPO 


he day before Halloween, Washington quarterback 

Marques Tuiasosopo hobbled up the stairs of Husky 

Stadium, looking like anything but the star of a 35-30 
victory over Stanford. 

If anything, he moved like someone coming to talk to the 
press about his game-ending injury or how he was going to 
deal with the disappointment of an injury that would keep him 
shelved for a significant period of time. 

Then he took a look at the game statistics. 

His eyes lit up as if he could suddenly visualize generations 
of football passing before him. 

“| had no idea,” Tuiasosopo said. “All | knew was | could 
barely walk.” 

Evidently he had no trouble running or passing. On that 
day, when he suffered severely bruised buttocks on the second 
play from scrimmage that would affect the rest of his season, 


the junior quarterback ran wild. Oh yeah, he also passed with 
versatility and accuracy on a vintage windy autumn afternoon in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

“| didn’t want to come out and wasn't going to come out 
unless | had to,” Tuiasosopo said. “That's the coaches’ decision. 
| didn’t know what they were thinking. All | knew was, if I’m 
going to come out, they're going to have to take me out.” 

While Drew Brees and Michael Vick are the sexier names 
and better NFL prospects, Tuiasosopo did something that neither 
of those two, nor anybody else, has ever done in the history of 
Division | football. Tuiasosopo passed for more than 300 yards 
(302) and rushed for more than 200 (207) to upset Stanford, 
which was 5-0 in the Pac-10 prior to his brilliant performance. 

Nothing Stanford could do on this particular day could slow 
him down, not even an injury. Tuiasosopo ran the option flaw- 
lessly, scoring touchdowns of 30 and 10 yards. He threw effec- 
tively on the run or out of the pocket. He completed 19 of 32 
attempts, with one touchdown. 

For the season, he rushed for 541 yards and passed for 
2,221, leading Washington back from an 0-2 start to a 7-4 
regular-season finish — with only an overtime loss at UCLA 
keeping the Huskies out of the Rose Bowl. They then pushed 
seventh-ranked Kansas State to the brink in a 24-20 defeat in 
the Holiday Bowl. 

More than anything, this team was — and still is — all 
about Tuiasosopo. 

“He’s such a great athlete, it is hard to defend him,” Stan- 
ford strong safety Tim Smith said. “It is hard to disrupt him. You 
know you've got problems when you cover the pitch well, but 
you can’t get to the quarterback.” 

At 6-2, 215, Tuiasosopo is the classic athletic quarterback. 
Athletic enough that he was recruited by other programs as a 
safety, including by then-Colorado coach Rick Neuheisel. When 
Tuiasosopo arrived at Washington as a freshman, he had the 
understanding that he'd be given a first look as a quarterback ... 
although most observers figured he’d wind up on the defensive 
side of the ball before too long. 

Washington, after all, has been a proving ground for pure 
dropback passers for the past 25 years. One by one, the 
Huskies have arrived and left as 6-4, 225-pound flame throw- 
ers, guys who also could move just enough to avoid the rush: 
Guys like Steve Pelluer, Hugh Millen, Cary Conklin, Mark Brunell 
(OK, he avoids the rush better than most), Billy Joe Hobert, 
Damon Huard and Brock Huard. 

Although he’s not the pure thrower, Tuiasosopo's mobility 
makes him a good fit for what Neuheisel needed in a quarter- 
back last season. 

Perhaps most significant “Tooey” is the natural leader the 
the Huskies need, Neuheisel said. That leadership showed in 
the victory over Stanford. 

“You talk about being capable of putting a team on your 
shoulders, that takes a special kind of kid to overcome an injury 
and set a record like that,” Neuheisel said. “After that game, he 
stood up and told the team how much he appreciated them 
and how honored he was to play with his teammates because 
they never say die, and then he promptly gave the game ball to 
the offensive line.” 

To put up a performance for the ages while injured is repre- 
sentative of his approach to life. 
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QUARTERBACKS 


7. 


Top BACKFIELDS 


1. FLORIDA STATE — 


When a team wins the national championship and has its 
quarterback and top three running backs returning ... 
well, you'd be hard-pressed to come up with a more-impressive back- 
field. That's especially true in this day of leaving for the NFL early. 

QB Chris Weinke (3,103 yards, 25 TDs in '99, and 707 yards from 
breaking the FSU career record of 6,378 yards) shocked the college 
football world by returning to be a 28-year-old senior. He gives the 
Seminoles a big edge, and so does the running back combo of Travis 
Minor and Jeff Chaney, who combined for 1,000 yards rushing last 
season. 

Weinke is taking a shot at joining Nebraska's Tommie Frazier (1994- 
95) as the only quarterbacks in the past 25 years to lead a team to 
back-to-back national championships. 


NEBRASKA 


The Cornhuskers are counting on a cast of veteran running backs — 
along with JC transfer Thunder Collins — to give QB Eric Crouch the 
complete balance that makes their offense traditionally so powerful. I- 
Backs Correll Buckhalter, Dan Alexander and Dahrran Diedrick, and full- 
back Willie Miller, accounted for more than 2,000 rushing yards last 
year. And here's a question: Does wingback Bobby Newcombe count 
as part of the backfield? 


MISSISSIPPI 


Deuce McAllister is the No. 1 all-purpose running back in college 
football ... and when he was banged up last year, Joe Gunn bolted to 
951 yards. QB Romaro Miller became a real play-maker last season, 
and looks for a big senior year before giving the job to heir apparent Eli 
Manning, a redshirt freshman. 


GEORGIA 


Sometimes, the sensational Quincy Carter can be a complete back- 
field all by himself. But Jasper Sanks seemed to hit his stride last year 
in an 896-yard season, and the Bulldogs have some good young run- 
ners, too. 


MIAMI — 


The 'Canes have an embarrassment of RB riches — four quality 
guys, led by James Jackson, who will have to split the time. Sopho- 
more QB Ken Dorsey is a keeper, although this will be his first year as a 
full-time starter. 


VIRGINIA TECH 


QB Michael Vick is a whole offense by himself, and Tech could have 
been close to No. 1 if Shyrone Stith had stayed in school. As it is, 
Andre Kendrick and promising sophomore Lee Suggs will be just fine. 


EAST CAROLINA = 


David Garrard took a lot of ribbing about being the widest quarter- 
back in Conference USA, but with 2,852 yards of total offense last year, 
now people call him the best. And with RB Jamie Wilson toting the 
pigskin, these Pirates are wildly productive. 


TEXAS CHRISTIAN 


Everybody knows about LaDainian Tomlinson and his national-best 
1,850 rushing yards last season, but sophomore QB Casey Printers is 
one to watch, too, and will carry a bigger load this season. 


MARYLAND 


RB LaMont Jordan is the marquee guy in the Terps’ backfield (he 
averaged 183.5 yards in the last six games), and improving QB Calvin 
McCall completes the package as Maryland finally gets to a bowl. 


10. ALABAMA 


The Tide’s doubly dangerous quarterback situation (Andrew Zow and 
Tyler Watts), and fine young stable of tailbacks offers the kind of depth 
that even teams higher on this list envy. 


Top QUARTERBACKS 


Yr 


So. 
Sr. 


Jr. 


Sr. 


dr. 
Jr. 
dr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 


Jr. 


Sr. 


Jr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


dr. 


Sr. 


Jr. 


Sr. 


Jr. 


So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Ht Wt 
6-1 212 
6-1 215 
6-2 220 
6-5 240 
6-1 195 
6-3 205 
5-10 185 
6-2 215 
6-2 210 
6-1 195 
6-2 207 
6-5 220 
6-4 225 
6-2 217 
6-5 195 
6-3 235 
6-1 205 
6-4 218 
6-2 216 
6-5 202 
6-2 225 
5-11 200 
6-4 240 
6-1 180 
6-0 205 


College 
Virginia Tech 
Purdue 
Georgia 
Florida State 
Nebraska 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
Mississippi 
Wisconsin 
Southern California 
Auburn 
Kentucky 
Miami 

East Carolina 
Penn State 
Michigan 
Arizona 
Nevada 
Florida 
Clemson 
UNLV 
Central Florida 
Boise State 


Not rated due to injury: Ronald Curry (North Carolina), Major 


Rk Name 
1. Michael Vick 
2. Drew Brees 
3. Quincy Carter 
4. Chris Weinke 
5. Eric Crouch 
6. Kurt Kittner 
7. Antwaan Randle El 
8. Marques Tuiasosopo 
9. Josh Heupel 
10. Romaro Miller 
11. Brooks Bollinger 
12. Carson Palmer 
13. Ben Leard 
14. Dusty Bonner 
15. Ken Dorsey 
16. David Garrard 
17. Rashard Casey 
18. Drew Henson 
19. Ortege Jenkins 
20. David Neill 
21. Jesse Palmer 
22. Woodrow Danizler 
23. Jason Thomas 
24. Vic Penn 
25. Bart Hendricks 
Applewhite (Texas) 
LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


MICHAEL VICK 


No doubt his background in sports 
has something to do with it. His 
father, Manu Tuiasosopo, was a star 
defensive lineman at UCLA and 
played in the NFL for the 49ers and 
Seahawks. 
He has no fewer than 13 relatives 
who have competed in Division | 
sports, ranging from his father to his 
sister Leslie, who played volleyball 


at UW. 


“One minute he’s limping and can 
barely walk, then the next, he’s sprint- 
ing out on a 60-yard run,” guard Chad Ward said. “It’s an amazing 
testament to his character that he could pull through an injury and 
put up numbers like that. You kind of laugh to yourself and say, 
‘I'm glad I’m not a defensive player trying to contain him.’ ” 

— Mike Kahn 
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RUNNING BACKS 


Tomlinson Sees No Goal As Unattainable 


LaDAINIAN TOMLINSON 


for honesty and ambition, then 

LaDainian Tomlinson wouldn't need 
the publicity machine that Texas Christian 
University is cranking up on his behalf. 
He'd win it in a landslide. 

“I would like to get 2,000 yards rush- 
ing and score anywhere from 20 to 30 
touchdowns,” said the young man who 


|: the Heisman Trophy were awarded 


clearly believes in setting lofty goals. “I'd 
like to be first team All-America and 
Player of the Year in my conference. I'd 
like to win the Doak Walker Award and, 


most certainly, win the Heisman Trophy.” 


Fair enough. 

If Tomlinson even remotely 
approaches those goals, he will help lead 
TCU into the Top 25, continuing one of 


college football’s most remarkable turn- 
arounds that will take the Horned Frogs to 
their third straight bowl appearance. 

“And,” he adds before taking a 
breath, “I'd like to be the MVP of the bowl 
game, too.” 

If it sounds like “LT” can talk the talk, 
understand that he can also run the run. 

After all, Tomlinson outran Heisman 
winner Ron Dayne last season, leading the 
nation in rushing, with 1,850 yards (16 
more than Dayne). And Tomlinson has 
tread where no man has gone before — 
running for an NCAA Division I-A single- 
game record of 406 yards, on 43 
attempts, against Texas El-Paso. 

He is a ground hog in a conference 
famous for its aerial fireworks, which suits 
coach Dennis Franchione just fine. Espe- 
cially when some of his most difficult deci- 
sions involve Tomlinson’s assault on the 
record books. Tomlinson had 287 yards in 
the second half of that game against UTEP, 
sending statisticians to the record books 
and working furiously to get a message to 
Franchione in the waning moments of an 
otherwise forgettable game. 

“| remember we got ahead 17-0 in 
the first quarter, then turned the ball over 
a couple of times and got out of sync,” 
Franchione said. “It was 17-17 at halftime, 
and the other team’s offense was moving 
pretty well. We were struggling for direc- 
tion, and | finally said, ‘Let's just give the 
ball to No. 5 for awhile.’ ” 

With Tomlinson tearing up huge slices 
of real estate, the ball-control offense 
worked to perfection. The Frogs were 
within a few minutes of a 52-24 victory, 
when Franchione got the message from 
the press box. 

“They said, ‘Coach, if he gets 15 more 
yards he breaks the all-time — all-time — 
rushing record,’ ” Franchione said, repeat- 
ing himself for emphasis. “He had over 
390 yards rushing, and I had no idea, | 
was so ingrained into the game.” 

By the time he claimed the honor, 
Tomlinson might have been the last per- 
son at rollicking Amon G. Carter Stadium 
to realize he had rewritten the rushing 
record book. But that’s the way he is, 
even though he'll express confidence with 
his goals. 

“He's a fine kid, a good person and a 
great team guy,” Franchione said. 
“LaDainian has gotten some attention, 
and deservedly so when you lead the 
nation in rushing and do something 
nobody has ever done in over 100 years 
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RUNNING BACKS 
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of college football. His teammates 
savor his success as their success and 
LT makes sure that feeling permeates 
to every one of them.” 

No wonder Franchione is so willing to 
deflect credit for TCU’s transition, saying, 
“In many ways, this is LT’s team.” 

Maybe so, but even Tomlinson 
wonders where his team might be had 
Franchione not arrived two years ago. 
Tomlinson and the rest of a senior class 
numbering 29 had endured, as fresh- 
men, a I-10 season. 

Tomlinson could have had his pick 
of Big 12 schools, yet chose TCU 
because he wanted to play immedi- 
ately rather than be redshirted as a 
freshman. 

Now here he was second-guessing 
himself. 

Enter Franchione. 

“There were certainly times here 
when | was a freshman that it seemed 
like we didn’t have any hope at all. We 
were just really down and out,” Tom- 
linson said. “Then Coach Fran and his 
staff came along, and they instilled in 
us a confidence we never had before. They showed us how to 
win. They helped us realize we had the talent here, but we didn't 
know how to use it. They taught us how to hold a lead and finish 
a ball game.” 

The other theory, offered by Franchione himself, suggests that 
the coaches just figured out their meal ticket was in the backfield 
and, as they did against UTEP and most every other opponent, put 
their fate on Tomlinson’s powerful legs. 

“The one thing we keep track of during a game is how many 
times he touches the football,” Franchione said, acknowledging he 
likes to give Tomlinson the ball between 25 and 40 times a game. 
“We make sure he carries the ball enough, and we don’t alter our 
plan. We do what it takes to win the football game.” 

Seems to work. In two seasons since Franchione arrived, the 
Horned Frogs own a 15-9 record with bowl victories each season. 
They even earned a few votes in Top 25 balloting last season, 
making the probation that rocked the program in the early 1990s a 
distant memory. 

But not as distant as the only Heisman Trophy won by a TCU 
player. That happened in 1939, when Davey O'Brien won it. Three 
years earlier, Sammy Baugh finished second in the balloting. The 
closest a TCU player has come since was in 1986, when Kenneth 
Davis finished sixth in Heisman voting. 

In December, Tomlinson finished 14th among Heisman vote- 
getters and fourth in balloting for the Doak Walker Award. 

This season, with his entire offensive line returning, as well as 
his quarterback and fullback, the possibilities are limitless for a 
back whose style reminds Franchione of Dallas Cowboys star 
Emmitt Smith. 

“He's the total package,” Franchione said. “He'll block. He'll 
catch the ball. And he has speed and power. That's what makes 
him so special is that he has all the qualities. Not just the power. 
Not just the moves.” 


DEUCE McALLISTER 


LAMONT JORDAN, MARYLAND 


— Keith Gave 


Top RUNNING BACKS 


Rk Name 


1. LaMont Jordan 
2. Deuce McAllister 
3. LaDainian Tomlinson 
4. Anthony Thomas 
5. James Jackson 

_ 6. Hodges Mitchell 
7. Travis Henry 

8. T.J. Duckett 
_9. Cedric Cobbs 
10. Travis Minor 
11, LarryNed 
12. Dan Alexander _ 
13. Ken Simonton — 
14. Avon Cobourne 
15. _DeShaun Foster 
16. Earnest Graham 


17. Jasper Sanks _ 


18. Cortlen Johnson 


19. PaulArnold 
20. Chester Taylor — 
21. Cedric Washington 
22. Damien Anderson 
23. Derrick Nix 

24. Delvon Flowers _ 
25. Deonce Whitaker 
26. Jamie Wilson _ 
27. Montrell Lowe 
28. Deon Burnett 


29. Ray Robinson _ 


30. Rocky Harvey 


Yr Ht Wt 
Sr. 5-11 210 
Sr. 6-1 220 
Sr. 5-11 217 
Sr. 6-2 225 
Sr. 5-11 215 
Sr. 5-7 190 
Sr. 5-11 220 
So. 6-2 255 
So. 6-2 220 
Sr. 6-1 190 
Sr. 5-11 210 
Sr. 6-0 245 
Jr. 5-7 175 _ 
So. 5-8 190 
Jr. 6-1 217 
So. 5-9 214 
Jr. 6-0 226 
Jr. 5-9 195 
So. 6-1 200 
Sr. 5-11 199 
Sr. 5-10 201 
Jr. 5-11 208 
Jr. 6-1 223 
Sr. 5-11 185 
Sr. 5-6 175 
Sr. 6-1 205. 
So. 5-8 189 
So. 5-10 210. 
Jr 5-10 202 
Jr. 5-9 180 


College 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
TCU 
Michigan 
Miami 

Texas 
Tennessee 


Michigan State _ 


Arkansas 


Florida State _ 


San Diego State _ 
Nebraska 
Oregon State 
West Virginia 
UCLA 


Florida 


Georgia 
Colorado 


_ Washington 


Toledo 

Boston College _ 
Northwestern _ 
Southern Miss _ 
Arizona State 
San Jose State _ 


East Carolina _ 


Purdue 


Washington State 


N.C. State 


Illinois 


Not rated due to injury: Ricky Williams (Texas Tech), Luke 


Staley (BYU) 
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Miami’s Moss-powered Offense Rolls Along 


Top RECEIVER Corps 


1. PITTSBURGH = —— 
Pittsburgh? Well, yes ... the school name doesn’t carry 
as much weight as others on this list, but the Panthers 
have a pair of playmakers Dan Marino would have been proud to 
throw to. 

A couple of things about Latef Grim: He’s largely underappreciated 
on a national level, but he’s a two-time All-Big East performer who 
hauled in a conference-record 75 catches last season. Very nice. 

Mix him with sophomore Antonio Bryant, and the Pitt passing game 
becomes lethal. Exhibit A: Bryant scorched Virginia Tech's nasty defense 
and NFL-bound corners for 215 yards on 13 receptions last season. 

Grim and Bryant combined for 126 catches and almost 2,000 yards 
in 1999, and should be even more productive this season. 


. MIAMI 


9. 


. FLORIDA STATE 


. OHIO STATE 


It’s like the old days at wideout in Coral Gables. Santana Moss and 
Reggie Wayne are perhaps the most sensational duo of wide 
receivers in the country, but it is the depth of this group that makes it 
so imposing. Moss and Daryl Jones are collegiate sprint stars, and 
Andre King helps to provide big plays, too. 


. UCLA 


Injuries held this group back last season, but Brian Poli-Dixon (he 
of the tall, lean, NFL-ready body) and Freddie Mitchell (he of the 
flashy NFL open-field moves) are ready to roll in 2000. Great recruit- 
ing classes make the UCLA reserves deep and capable. 
TENNESSEE : a — 

A new Vols QB has every key pass receiver returning, and guys like 
Cedrick Wilson, Eric Parker and Donte’ Stallworth will make the tran- 
sition easier. This group was young in ’99, imposing in 2000, and will 
be thoroughly frightening in 2001. 


. KANSAS STATE _ 


K-State tills the junior colleges as well as anyone, and that’s where 
it came up with sensational Quincy Morgan, who averaged nearly 24 
yards a catch last season. Aaron Lockett took care of some of the 
shorter stuff ... and has the speed to take it the distance, too. 


- PURDUE | 


With that fabulous offensive system, Purdue would never be caught 
short of big-time targets, which include speedy Vinny Sutherland and 
all-conference tight end Tim Stratton. Somebody else will step up, too 
... perhaps former Parade All-American A.T. Simpson. 


Peter Warrick is gone. Ron Dugans is gone. So why are these guys 
here? Well, there’s sensational soph Anquan Bolden and guys like 
Marvin Minnis and Atrews Bell, who were waiting in the wings. And 
mix in the top JC wideout in the country (Javon Walker). 


Ken-Yon Rambo has kind of been slapped with an “underachiever” 
label, although there isn’t much wrong with his production (41 
catches, 833 yards, six TDs). Reggie Germany has good size, good 
numbers, and better hands, too. 


ALABAMA 


Freddie Milons is the kind of player you can build an offense 
around, and with Shaun Alexander off to the NFL, Alabama will make 
Milons the focus of the offense, getting him the ball every which way. 


410. HAWAII 


June Jones signed five QBs in hopes of replacing Dan Robinson, 
and whoever ends up under center will have the benefit of throwing to 
Channon Harris, Craig Stutzmann and Ashley Lelie, who combined for 
155 receptions for 2,036 yards and 16 TDs last season. 


SANTANA MOSS 


canes always seem to have aplenty. 

And 2000 is no exception, with offensive coordinator Larry 
Coker sitting up in his perch with any number of options available 
to him... 

Should he bark into his headset to give it to running backs 
James Jackson, Clinton Portis or Najeh Davenport? 

Or let young gunslinger Ken Dorsey wing it to a plethora of 
talented receivers? 

Coker has more tools at his disposal than Bob Vila. Most of 
all, he has a former walkon. 

Lindy’s/SportsLine.com All-American Santana Moss returns 
for his senior season and should continue to be one of the most 
electrifying players in college football. 

Moss, a Peter Warrick-clone when it comes to making big plays, 
is the crowning jewel to an already star-studded ‘Canes offense. 

The 5-10 flashy wideout has been a riddle opposing defenses 
have been unable to solve. Clocked with 4.3 speed in the 40-yard 
dash, Moss can stretch defenses to their limits. He also can turn a 


T= at the skill positions is something the Miami Hurri- 
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LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS | short pass into a highlight-making 
touchdown jaunt. 

Last season, he finished with 54 
catches for 899 yards and six touch- 
downs. On special teams, Moss 
posed just as much of a threat — 
scoring two touchdowns while aver- 
aging 14 yards a punt return. 

And like any prime time player, 
Moss saved his best for the biggest 
games. In Miami's opener against 
Ohio State in the Kickoff Classic, Moss 
hauled in three passes for 115 yards 
and a touchdown. 

Against Penn State, he grabbed four 
passes for 67 yards and a touchdown. 

At intrastate rival Florida State, 
Moss had his national coming out 
party. He finished with nine recep- 
tions for 180 yards and two touch- 
downs, including an 80-yarder against 
a relentless Seminoles defense. 

To put it simply, every time No. 6 
was on the field for the Hurricanes, he 
| was a threat to put up points equal to 
the numeral on his jersey. 

“l consider myself a total threat,” 
Moss said. “If you need me to block, 
I'm going to block. If you need me to 
go deep, I'll go deep. Need me to 
catch a one-yard pass and turn it up 
field, I'll do that. As far as punt 
returns and special teams, I'll do 
whatever it takes for me to be better 
and whatever it takes for us to win. 
Whenever the ball comes to me, I’m 
going to get the job done.” 

, Moss has been able to get the 
job done thanks to a strong work 
ethic. He arrived at Miami as a 
walkon in 1997. Before the third 
game of the '97 season, Hurricanes 
coach Butch Davis awarded Moss 
with a scholarship. And he has been a mainstay in Miami's aerial 
assault ever since. 

“It's all about working hard,” Moss said. “I’ve always been a 
hard worker. My mom taught me that hard work pays off, and 
that’s all I'm trying to do — work hard and get better. To me, if you 
want to get the things you want you have to work hard for them.” 

Moss returns for his senior campaign with expectations as 
high as his team’s. After toiling through a probationary period 
that limited scholarships, Miami is back to full strength. This year 
will be a pivotal year for Davis’ continued reconstruction of the 
program with home games against the two teams who met for 
last season's national championship in the Sugar Bowl — Florida 
State and Virginia Tech. 

The ‘Canes ended last season with their first Jan. 1 bowl (a 
Gator Bowl victory over Georgia Tech) since 1996 and a No.15 
ranking in the Associated Press poll. Miami is expected to finish 
where it left off a season ago — and so is Moss. 

“Last year is last year,” Moss said. “I can’t be concerned 
about what we did or what | did. That’s in the past. We have a 


TODD HEAP, ARIZONA STATE 


DAVID TERRELL, MICHIGAN 


Top WipE RECEIVERS 


Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 

1. Santana Moss Sr. 5-10 175 Miami 

2. David Terrell Jr. 6-3 200 Michigan 

3. Quincy Morgan Sr. 6-2 215 Kansas State 
4. Ronney Daniels So. 6-1 207 Auburn 

5. Freddie Milons Jr. 5-11 183 Alabama 

6. Andre’ Davis Jr. 6-1 200 Virginia Tech 
7. Latef Grim Sr. 6-0 185 Pittsburgh 
8. Kelly Campbell Jr. 5-11 170 Georgia Tech 
9. Arnold Jackson Sr. 5-8 160 Louisville 
10. Nate Poole Sr. 6-1 186 Marshall 
11. Kareem Kelly So. 6-1 185 Southern California 
12. Cedrick Wilson Sr. 5-10 170 Tennessee 
13. Terrence Edwards So. 6-2 175 Georgia 

14. Aaron Lockett Jr. 5-7 160 Kansas State 
15. Brian Poli-Dixon Jr. 6-5 218 UCLA 

16. Freddie Mitchell Jr. 6-0 188 UCLA 

17. _Jerel Myers So. 5-11 169 LSU 


18. Margin Hooks Sr. 5-10 175 BYU 

19. Javon Green Sr. 6-2 215 Colorado 
20. Khori Ivy Sr. 6-2 190 West Virginia 
21. Vinny Sutherland Sr. 5-10 185 Purdue 

22. Antonio Bryant So. 6-2 180 Pittsburgh 


23. Chris Chambers Sr. 6-1 206 Wisconsin 
24. DeRonnie Pitts Sr. 5-11 195 Stanford 
25. Reggie Germany Sr. 6-2 195 Ohio State 
26. Reggie Wayne Sr. 6-1 195 Miami 
_27. Ken-Yon Rambo Sr. 6-1 190 Ohio State 
_28. Rod Gardner Sr. 6-4 215 Clemson 
_29. Kahlil Hill Jr. 6-3. 185 _lowa 
30. Rodney Wright Sr, 5-9 175 Fresno State 


Top TIGHT ENDS 


Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
_1. Todd Heap Jr. 6-5 232 Arizona State 
2. Tracey Wistrom Jr. 6-5 220 Nebraska 


3. _Jabari Holloway Sr. 6-3 260 Notre Dame 


4. Alge Crumpler Sr. 6-3 260 North Carolina 
5. Marcellus Rivers Jr. 6-4 225 Oklahoma State 


6. Brandon ManumaleunaSr. 6-2 288 Arizona 
__7._ Terry Jones Jr. Jr. 6-3 262 Alabama 
__8._ Brian Natkin Sr. 6-3. 245 UTEP 
9. Tim Stratton Jr. 6-4 252 Purdue 
10. Antoine Harris Sr. 6-4 250 Southern California 


lot of focus on our team right now, and that's good. But it won’t 
mean anything if we don’t continue to work hard and get better. 
That's what I’m trying to do as a senior. | really don’t say too 
much, | just go out there and try to lead by example.” 

Moss’ play on the field speaks for itself. And it is a big rea- 
son why big things are expected from him and the Hurricanes’ 
offense this season. 

“He’s very important to our offense,” Coker said. “Not 
everybody has a player like a Santana Moss, who has that type 
of speed, that type of explosiveness as well as the ability to 
catch the football.” 

Oh, to have Larry Coker’s headset. 


— Marcus Carmouche 
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Nebraska Sends Message Via Special Ground Delivery 
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DOMINIC RAIOLA (CENTER) 


sive line just wasn’t as good as it used to be. 


T- talk around college football was that Nebraska’s offen- 


In 1998, the Cornhuskers’ rushing average of 254 yards a 
game ranked sixth in the nation, but was the lowest at Nebraska 
since 1976, 

Last year, the average was 266 yards, best in the Big 12 and 
fourth in the nation ... but, still, not impressive by Nebraska standards. 

But when it came right down to it, in the Fiesta Bowl against 
Tennessee, the 1999-2000 Nebraska offensive line sent a mes- 
sage. Special delivery against the vaunted Vols defense, the 
message covered 96 yards. 

And if that wasn’t enough, the Cornhuskers’ line hand-deliv- 
ered another, going the full 99 yards to make sure it was 
received loud and clear. 

Those two decisive second-half drives put away the Volun- 
teers in the 31-21 Fiesta Bowl triumph, a game that really wasn’t 
that close, considering the way the Huskers could move the ball 
at will in the second half. 

“That put an exclamation point behind the fact that they had 
developed into the kind of line that we wanted them to develop 
into,” coach Frank Solich said. 

The bulk of the line is back this season, with three of the five 
starters weighing in at over 300 pounds. Junior center Dominic 
Raiola and senior right guard Russ Hochstein are the hallmark 
players on what appears to be a special offensive line. 

Junior Dave Volk, who started at right tackle, will move to 
the left side to make room for sixth-year senior Jason Schwab, 
who sat out last season after having knee surgery. Taking over at 
left guard is 6-4, 330-pound sophomore Toniu Fonoti, who saw 
significant playing time last year. 

“People expect Nebraska to have the dominant offensive line 
that just crushes people,” said Raiola, a Lindy’s/SportsLine.com 
preseason All-American. “We were beaten four times in 1998, 
and a lot of times we didn’t show the dominance we had shown 
in the past, so we deserved the criticism. 

“But that last game against Tennessee, we proved the critics wrong.” 

Quarterback Eric Crouch insists he never doubted that the 


2. 


1. FLORIDA STATE _ 

Can they do it again? 

Well, yeah, with what is seen as possibly the best offensive line in Tal- 
lahassee since ... well, since ever. 

Four starters return up front from an offense that averaged 425 yards a game. 
Tackle Tarlos Thomas and guards Justin Amman and Jerry Carmichael are the 
seniors ... but 6-6, 315-pound sophomore Brett Williams looks like he has the 
goods to turn out to be the best of all. 

It's up to them to keep the old man behind them upright (that would be quarter- 
back Chris Weinke rather than coach Bobby Bowden), as well as create more of a 
push for the rushing offense. 

ALABAMA 


Chris Samuels heads to the NFL ... and Alabama immediately plugs in the “next 
Chris Samuels.” Sophomore Dante Ellington moves from right tackle to the crucial 
left tackle spot and 'Bama isn't expected to miss a beat, not with three other starters 
coming back. 

NEBRASKA. = 


Nothing unusual here. Just lots of big, talented dudes ready to block out the sun 

.. and any defensive players who happen to get in the way. Center Dominic Raiola 
leads a group of four returning starters (including Jason Schwab, who missed the 
1999 season with a knee injury). 
MICHIGAN 

Hey, haven't guard Steve Hutchinson and tackle Jeff Backus been at UM for like, 
eight years? These seasoned vets are the heart of a talented line that is expected to 
improve upon a 129.5-yard a game rushing average. 
WISCONSIN a 

With a trio of four-year starters inside — LG Bil Ferrario, C Casey Rabach, RG Dave 
Costa — running up the middle sounds like a strong idea ... even without Ron Dayne. 
That experience in the middle will ease the way for two new tackles, 
ILLINOIS “ 

All five starters are back from a unit that held Michigan, Ohio State, lowa and 
Northwestern without a sack and made mincemeat out of Virginia in a bowl game. 
Left tackle Marques Sullivan and guard Ray Redziniak are all-Big Ten performers. 


7. VIRGINIA TECH 


Sometimes it seems as if QB Michael Vick doesn’t really need blockers, but Tech 
has a bunch of good ones. Four starters are back — notably guard Matt Lehr and 
tackle Dave Kadela — and there is depth a-plenty. 


8. TEXAS 


The last time the Longhorns had a veteran line, Ricky Williams won the 1998 Heis- 
man Trophy. This time, Hodges Mitchell is due to follow guard Roger Roessler and 
three other starters, including 6-6, 367 tackle Leonard Davis, to a big year. 


9. ARIZONA 


Center Bruce Wiggins, smart and bull strong, anchors a line that returns four 
starters and could even see an upgrade at the one vacancy — JC transfer Kevin 
Barry is ready to add his widebody to the mix. 


10. GEORGIA 


It’s the Bulldogs’ depth that has them seeing plenty of room for offensive growth, 
Three starters return — most notably tackle Jonas Jennings, and sophomores Jon 
Stinchcomb and Kevin Breedlove. 


line would return to top form. 


“They took a lot of heat,” Crouch said, “and it showed a lot 


of character to come back at the end of the year and dominate a 
football game against Tennessee. That proved to the country that 
they're back where they want to be.” 


When Nebraska's offensive machine was running in high 


gear in the 1980s and ‘90s — winning 11 national rushing titles 
along the way — 400-yard games were the norm. But two years 
ago, because of heavy graduation losses, the Huskers had to 
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STEVE HUTCHINSON, MICHIGAN BEN HAMILTON, MINNESOTA 


_Rk_ Name Yr Ht Wt_ College -s, 
abe Steve Hutchinson Sr. 6-5 298 Michigan 
wos _ Bill Ferrario Sr. 6-3 302 Wisconsin 
3. Russ Hochstein Sr. 6-4 290 Nebraska 
_4. PaulZukauskas  _—s— Sr. 6-6 +282 _Boston College 
5. Matt Lehr ; Sr. 6-2 285  VirginiaTech _ 
Gis" Josh Lawson = Jr. 6-5 295 Virginia 
7. Chad Ward Sr. 6-5 315 Washington 
8. JoshLovelady _—— Sr. 6-3 320 Houston ; 
__9. Toniu Fonoti __ So. 6-4 330 Nebraska 
10. RayRedziniak  — Sr. 6-3 290 _ Illinois 
11. Brent Key __ Sr. 6-4 280 Georgia Tech 
12, ShaunMason  _ Sr._ 6-5 295 Michigan State 
13, _ Steven Grace Jr. 6-2. 271 Arizona 
14. Antwan Kirk-Hughes Jr. 6-3 320 Texas 
15. Brian Polak Sr. 6-4 325 UCLA 


overhaul the line, and its inexperience showed. 

It took all the way until midseason 1999 for the big boys up 
front to start clicking. With opponents putting nine or even 10 
defenders “in the box” in early-season games, the Huskers gen- 
erated only 114 yards rushing against California and 119 against 
Southern Mississippi. 

“Even if you're Nebraska, you can’t do much about that,” 
Raiola said. 

But in time, Nebraska's offense became more diversified in 
response to opponents’ crowding the line, and the linemen 
became comfortable working with each other. 

The rushing numbers grew, even though the schedule pitted 
the Huskers against some of the toughest teams in the country. 
They bowled over Texas A&M for 335 rushing yards in a 37-0 
victory; rolled over Kansas State for 325 yards in a 41-15 rout; and 
bludgeoned Colorado for 356 yards in a 33-30 overtime triumph. 

“The fact we were able to just run the football and do it 
when they (opponents) knew we were going to do it was pleas- 
ing to everybody in the program and to the fans outside the pro- 
gram,” Solich said. “I think the offensive line is going to be very 
confident it can do those things again this year.” 

Nothing could have boosted the confidence more than the 
two long drives against Tennessee, the highlights of a 32 1-yard 
rushing performance. 

Each drive lasted 10 plays and ended with touchdowns that 
turned a 17-14 lead into a 31-14 advantage. On the second 
drive, the 99-yarder, the Huskers never passed. 

“We made a statement,” Hochstein said. “There was no 
better time for the Nebraska offensive line to shine.” 


KAREEM MCKENZIE, PENN STATE 


TARLOS THOMAS, FLORIDA STATE DOMINIC RAIOLA, NEBRASKA 


Rk Name roe bite Wt College 
1. Kareem McKenzie Sr. 6-7 321 Penn State 
2. Tarlos Thomas Sr. 6-5 320 Florida State 
3. Kenyatta Walker Jr. 6-5 301 Florida 
4. PorkChopWomack Sr. 6-3 336 Mississippi St. 
5. Leonard Davis Sr. 6-6 350 Texas 
6. Terrence Metcalf Jr. 6-3 300 Mississippi 
7. Brett Williams So. 6-6 315 Florida State 
8. Marques Sullivan Sr. 6-5 310 Illinois 
9. Jeff Backus Sr. 6-6 298 Michigan 
10. Joaquin Gonzalez Jr. 6-5 272 Miami 
11. Dave Kadela Sr. 6-6 290 Virginia Tech 
12. Dante Ellington So. 6-6 335 Alabama 
13. Chris Brown Sr. 6-6 315 Georgia Tech 
14. Jonas Jennings Sr. 6-4 302 Georgia 
15. Bernard Robertson Sr. 6-4 286 Tulane 


Rk Name Wt College 
1. Dominic Raiola i‘ BD 295 Nebraska 
2. Ben Hamilton Sr. 6-5 283 Minnesota 
3. Casey Rabach Sr. 6-5 286 Wisconsin 
4. Bruce Wiggins Sr. 6-3 280 Arizona 
5. Paul Hogan Sr. 6-4 275 Alabama 
6. Sherwin Lacewell Sr. 6-2 290 East Carolina 
7. Seth McKinney Jr. 6-3 290 Texas A&M 
8. Randall Cummins Sr. 6-3 285 Kansas State 
9. Chris Lorenti Sr. 6-5 320 Central Florida 
10. Jeff McCurley Sr. 6-5 290 Pittsburgh 
11. Josh Melton So. 6-4 302 Arkansas 
12. Scott Peters Jr. 6-3 312 Arizona State 
13. Doug Rosfeld Sr. 6-4 279 Cincinnati 
14. Melvin Fowler Jr. 6-3 287 Maryland 
15. Rick Gilliam Sr. 6-6 325 West Virginia 


Not rated due to injury: Zac Zedalis (Florida) 


Plenty of motivation was provided by the Vols themselves. 
During the week of the game, a number of them said Nebraska's 
offensive line wasn’t as physical as it used to be. 

“They fired us up,” Raiola said. “No one should ever say 
Nebraska isn’t physical. That should have been a lesson learned 
for them.” 

And, perhaps, for anyone the Huskers are playing in 2000. 

— Eric Olson 
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} 1. WISCONSIN we = 
Ny | The Badgers were last seen holding Stanford to a minus-5 
yards rushing in the Rose Bowl. We'll call that foreshadow- 
ing. Wisconsin allowed just a tick over 300 yards per game last season, 
and opponents will be hard-pressed to match that . Heck, they'll be 
hard-pressed just to get past the Badgers’ first line of defense. 

Junior Wendell Bryant rules the middle, and gets bonus points for 
being a big-game big-play player. The rest of the gang has seen it all... 
and usually handled it. Seniors John Favret, Ross Kilodziej and Eric 
Mahlik have combined for 89 starts. 

Yes, there will be more negative numbers in opponents’ futures. 


2. FLORIDA ——— ee 
The Gators have the go-nuts-from-the-corner pass rusher in Alex 
Brown and the, beat-you-up-the-middle pair of 300-pounders in Gerard 
Warren and Derrick Chambers ... and two other players with starting 
experience. All they need is to stay away from injuries, and they'll be 
the reason, that Florida could win its first SEC title in four seasons. 


3. TEXAS 
All-American tackle Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers spent more 
time in the opposing backfield than any duo in college football last sea- 
son, accounting for 48 tackles on the other side of the line. It’s up to 
sophomore Cory Redding at one end and a tag team on the other side 
to take advantage of foes when offenses close ranks inside in trying to 
keep out the active tackles. 


4. FLORIDA STATE 
Jamal Reynolds is the latest of the pass-rushing fools that have gone 
through Tallahassee like a tag team. If Roland Seymour can ever stay 
healthy, he might be even better, and David Warren is also productive. 
They need action inside after losing Corey Simon and Jerry Johnson to 
the NFL, but Bobby Bowden has not been known to recruit stiffs. 


5.ALABAMA ; = 
The Tide signed what was considered the best defensive line class 

maybe ever, but the talented newbies will just have to wait. Returning 
starters Kenny King, Kindal Moorehead and Kenny Smith hold down 


the fort in mighty-fine style. 
6. GEORGIA 


Give a defense one dominant defensive tackle, and the offense has to 
adjust its game plan. But with two 6-6, 300-pounders standing side-by- 
side, and it’s a monster headache for opponents. That's Richard Sey- 
mour and Marcus Stroud, with a deep group around them. End Charles 
Grant was as impressive as any freshman in the country before a knee 
injury in the last game; he'll be back, too. 


7. MIAMI | 
The school that produced defensive tackles Cortez Kennedy, Russell 
Maryland and Warren Sapp in the past decade now unleashes fifth-year 
senior Damione Lewis. He has lots of friends to help destroy offenses. 


8. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
The Trojans are moving to a 4-3 front for a couple of reasons, not the 
least of which is that they have four linemen who have been dominant at 
times. The most intimidating is tackle Ennis Davis (who has battled 


injuries), with five players bringing starting experience to the trenchwars. 


9. SYRACUSE ’ 
The Orangemen have been known for their offense over the years, 
but a veteran group up front, led by end Duke Pettijohn (10.5 sacks last 
year), will change that-for the short term. 


10. MICHIGAN STATE 


The emphasis up front switches from the ends to the tackles, with the 
results expected to be about the same. Josh Shaw andJace Sayler pro- 
vide quality interior muscle. 


ALEX BROWN 


he decision was made last winter to give Alex Brown 

every opportunity to get to the quarterback in the 2000 

season. Every opportunity. 

Forget the rest of that stuff, Florida coaches told the junior 
defensive end. 

No more dropping in coverage. 

No more playing linebacker in certain defenses. 

Concentrate on one thing: “Get the quarterback!” 

It took all of one scrimmage in the spring to see the results: 
Brown had two sacks and was ordered off the field. He couldn't 
be blocked and was disrupting valuable scrimmage time for 
Florida’s young quarterbacks. 

The Gators are hoping this will help Brown become more 
consistent in what he does best. He set a school record last sea- 
son with 13 sacks, including five against Tennessee in one of the 
most dominating games for a defensive player of the ’90s. 

The problem is, there were times last season when Brown 
did little to determine the outcome of games. By the end of the 
season, he was “Up-and-Down Brown.” 

“We needed to simplify things for Alex,” said Florida defen- 
sive coordinator Jon Hoke. 

Unstoppable against Tennessee and Georgia, Brown was no 
factor against Florida State and Alabama. 

“| hear what people say,” Brown said. “I'll be the first to tell 
you that | need to be more consistent. But it’s more than just 
rushing the passer. People out there didn’t know what defense 
we were in, and when I was supposed to drop (in zone cover- 
age), and when | wasn't. 

“| want to do whatever | can to help make us champions 
again. If that means | need to rush every play and not worry 
about anything else, then that’s what I'll do.” 

Brown has taken steps this offseason toward becoming 
more of a force off the edge. He added 15 pounds and has lost 
no speed from his sub 4.6-40 time, and potentially could be the 
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LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN’S best end ever to play at Florida. 


WENDELL BRYANT, WISCONSIN 


CASEY HAMPTON, TEXAS 


ALEX BROWN, FLORIDA 


in 10 games? 


That's saying a lot, considering the 
top two rush ends in the NFL last year 
-- Kevin Carter of the St. Louis Rams 
and Jevon Kearse of the Tennessee 
Titans -- are former Gators. With his 
speed, wingspan and strong upper 
body, Brown has been compared to 
Kearse ever since he was being red- 


| shirted as a freshman three years ago. 


There were times when the com- 
parisons were overbearing. 

“Alex is not Jevon Kearse,” says 
Florida defensive ends coach Jim 
Collins. “There are few players on any 
level that have that kind of athletic 
ability. But that doesn’t mean Alex 
can’t be just as productive.” 

In his first two years, Brown actu- 
ally has been more productive in 
some areas than Kearse was in three 
years at Florida. Kearse had 16.5 
career sacks, and Brown has 15 
going into his third season. Brown is 
on pace to surpass all of Kearse’s 
career numbers. 

Both Kearse and Brown played a 
hybrid position at Florida, a rush end 
that dropped in certain zone blitz 
schemes. Now Brown will strictly rush 
the passer, concentrating on making 
game-turning plays. 

“We're going to try to get Alex 
Brown in tip-top shape so he can 
rush the passer every play,” said 
Florida coach Steve Spurrier. “We're 
not going to teach him all those zone 
drops we had him doing last year. 
What Alex does best is rush the 
quarterback. We have to take advan- 
tage of that.” 

For years, Spurrier has watched 
rival Florida State produce sensa- 
tional pass rushers. Now the Gators 
have a player and scheme to do it 
themselves. 

The question is, which Brown will 
show up? 

The one who had seven sacks, 
two forced fumbles, two intercep- 
tions and four pass deflections 
against Tennessee and Georgia? 

Or the one who recorded six 
sacks, forced three fumbles and 
deflected a grand total of one pass 


“| don’t necessarily think | play better in the big games,” 


Brown said. 


“It depends on who you're playing and what they're 


using to stop you. Some teams will leave a back in, or help out 


with the tight end. 


“Some teams will try to block you with one guy. I feel like if I'm 
one-on-one out there, there aren't many guys who can stop me.” 


25. 


Top DEFENSIVE ENDS 


_Name 
Alex Brown 
Jamal Reynolds 
Andre Carter 
Karon Riley 
Julius Peppers 
Aaron Schobel 
Justin Smith 
Kyle Vanden Bosch 
_ Duke Pettijohn 
Kindal Moorehead 
Will Overstreet 
Bryan Ray 


. Justin Kurpeikis 


Monty Beisel 
Dennis Johnson 
Grant Irons 
Larry Tripplett 
Dwayne Missouri 
_ Cedric Scott 
William Joseph 


ial Kenny King 


_Kenyon Coleman 
Randy Garner 
Joe Tafoya 
Cory Redding 


Be iS. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Jr 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


__ Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 
So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 


6-3 
6-7 
6-5 
6-2 


6-5 


6-5 
6-5 


6-4 


6-6 
6-4 
6-4 
6-5 


SALES 
251 
_Florida State 


254 


260 


248 
270 


244 


265 


270 


256 
293 


260 


250 
255 
255 
255 
275 
285 
265 
255 
290 


_270 


278 
272 
255 
245 


College 
Florida 


_ California 
Minnesota 
North Carolina — 


TCU 


Missouri 
Nebraska _ 
Syracuse 


Alabama 


Tennessee 
Wake Forest 
Penn State — 
Kansas State 


“Kentucky 


Notre Dame 
Washington 
Northwestern 


_ Southern Miss 


Miami 


_Alabama 


UCLA 


_Arkansas _ 


Arizona 
Texas 


Not rated due to ii injury: Roland Seymour (FSU), Charles Grant (Georgia) 
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Not rated due to injury: Willie Howard (Stanford) 


and shoot himself at the quarterback. 


Name 
Wendell Bryant 
Casey Hampton 
Gerard Warren 
Richard Seymour 
Damione Lewis 
‘Shaun Rogers 
Ennis Davis 
Mario Monds 

_ Mario Fatafehi 
Kris Kocurek 
Justin Bannan 
Marcus Stroud 

_Terry Jolly 
Derrick Chambers 
Marcus Bell" 
David Pugh 
Josh Shaw 
Jacob Waasdorp | 
John Henderson 
Dan Klecko 


._John Schlecht _ 


Eric Mahlik 


. Ryan Pickett 


Andy Aracri 
Ken Kocher 


Jr. 


Ht 
6-4 


6-1 


6-4 
6-6 
6-3 


ies 


6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
6-5 
6-3 


eB = 
6-2 
6-4 


6-2 
6-3 


_ 6-3 


6-2 


6-7 


6-1 


. 6-4 


6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-4 


211 


College 


Wisconsin 
Texas 
Florida 


Georgia 
_ Miami 


Texas 
Southern California 


Cincinnati 


Kansas State 
Texas Tech 
Colorado 


Georgia 


Clemson 


Florida 


Memphis 
Virginia Tech 
Michigan State 


California 


Tennessee 
Temple 


Minnesota 


Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Miami (Ohio) 
UCLA 


Especially when he's being told to line up and just point 


— Matt Hayes 
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LINEBACKERS 
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KEITH ADAMS 


n Keith Adams’ house, bedtime was 
enforced six nights a week. But not on 
Monday nights during football season. 
Adams was just three years old when 
he began to watch Monday Night Football 
with his father, Julius Adams, the former 
defensive end for the New England Patriots. 


“| was watching a game one night and 
I thought Keith was just staying up 
because | was. | didn’t know he was 
watching the game,” Julius Adams said. “I 
got up and turned the TV off because | 
was going to bed and Keith started 
screaming and crying. | turned the TV back 
on and he stopped crying. He was already 
into football.” 

To satisfy her son's unquenchable 
thirst for football, Pat Adams taped the 
NFL games each Sunday so Keith could 
watch them during the course of the 
week. “It’s amazing he was so young and 
into football,” Pat Adams said. “Football 
was truly his first love in life. Even now 
when he comes home, he gets out those 
old tapes.” 

That insatiable desire has carried Keith 
Adams to the top of the college game. 
The Clemson junior led the nation in tack- 
les last season, gobbling up ball carriers at 
a record rate. His combination of football 
smarts and swift feet carried him to 186 
tackles, including an amazing 27 stops 
against the Tigers’ hated rival, South Car- 
olina, in the regular-season finale. 

“It was just a magical year for him,” 
defensive coordinator Reggie Herring said. 


‘Too-small’ Adams Delivers Big 


Adams carries quite a burden into the 
2000 season. He’s already broken the 
Clemson single-season tackles record, the 
Atlantic Coast Conference mark for tackles 
for loss (33) and the school record for 
sacks (16). His single-game records are 
too numerous to mention. 

But what Adams lacks in size (5-11, 
220), he more than makes up for in confi- 
dence and determination. 

“I know I can top last season. I’m very 
confident in that,” Adams said. “There's 
no pressure on me at all, especially with 
the coaches and players | have around 
me. It’s not about the Keith Adams show, 
it’s about Clemson. Our goal is to win the 
national championship. | would have 
traded any amount of tackles for a national 
championship.” 

Adams was the cornerstone of coach 
Tommy Bowden's first Clemson team. 
While Bowden came in flaunting his high- 
powered, fast-break offense, it was the 
defense that often enabled the Tigers to 
emerge victorious. They rebounded from a 
3-8 mark in 1998 to go 6-6, including a 
Peach Bowl loss to Mississippi State. 

Even with balls constantly flying 
through the air on offense, it was Adams’ 


Top INSIDE LINEBACKERS OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


Rk Name _ Yr Ht Wt 
1. Jamie Winborn —s dr ~— 6-0 — 282 
2. Carlos Polk Sr 6-2. 250 
3. Pernell Griffin _ Jr 6-3 240 
4. Dan Morgan Sr 6-3 230 
5. Eddie Strong — Sh 6°25 2485 
6. Zeke Moreno — Sr 6-3 245 
7. T.J. Turner Sr 6-2. 255 
8. E. Westmoreland Sr 6-0 230 
_ 9. Quenton Caver _Sr_ 6-5 230, 
10. Roylin Bradley Sr 6-1 230 
11. Sean Hoffman Sr 6-3 244 
12. Matt Smith Sr 6-4 247 
13. Torrance Marshall Sr 6-2. 245 
14. Ryan Gonsales Jr 6-2, 240 
15. Kamal Shakir Jr 6-1-2388 
16. Robert Thomas Jr 6-2-2380 
17. Andra Davis Jr 6-1. 250 
18. BenTaylor — dr 6-2, 217 
19. Kendrell Bell Sr 6-2 240 
20. Eric Brackins Jr 6-2-2383 | 
21. Treverance Faulk So 6-3 225 
22. Orlando Huff Sr 6-3 230 
23. Bradley Jennings Jr -6-3—230 
24. De’Andre Lewis Jr 6-1. 238 
25. Clifton Smith So 6-2 250 


College _ Rk Name 
Vanderbilt — 1. KeithAdams 
Nebraska 2. Jashon Sykes _ 
East Carolina 3. Saleem Rasheed 
Miami , 4. Rocky Calmus 
Mississippi 5. Byron Thweatt — 
Southern California 6. JasonGlenn 
Michigan State _ 7. Markus Steele — 
_Tennessee _ 8. BrianAllen 
Arkansas — 9. Adam Archuleta 
Texas A&M 10. AkinAyodele 
Minnesota : 11. BenLeber — 
Oregon 12. John Favret 
Oklahoma 13. Boss Bailey 

_ Pittsburgh 14. Riall Johnson — 
_Memphis _ 15. Morlon Greenwood 
UCLA — 16. Aaron Thompson 
Florida 17. BenMezera — 
Virginia Tech 18. Patrick Chukwurah 
Georgia 19. Jason Loerzel 
Michigan 20. Ryan Nece 

LSU 21. Jarvis Green 
Fresno State 22. Jeremiah Pharms 
Florida State 23. Rick Crowell 
Texas 24. Marlon McCree 
Syracuse 25. Justin Ena 


Not rated due to injury: Marvin Constant (Alabama) 


Polley (Florida State) 


Yr Ht Wt College _ 
dr. 5-11 220 Clemson 
Jr. 6-3 230 Colorado 
So. 6-3 220 Alabama 
Jr. 6-2 225 Oklahoma _ 
Sr. 6-2 233 Virginia 
Sr. 6-1 235 TexasA&M 
_ Sr. 6-3 220 Southern California 
Sr. 6-2 225 ‘Florida State __ 
Sr. 6-0 213 Arizona State 
__ Sr. 6-3 250 Purdue =, 
Jr. 6-3 250 Kansas State _ 
Sr. 6-4 230 Wisconsin 
Jr. 6-3 220 Georgia 
Sr. 6-3 240 Stanford = 
Sr. 6-0 234 Syracuse _ 
Jr. 6-1 233 ~~ Maryland 
Sr. 6-4 242 Minnesota < 
Sr. 6-2 238 Wyoming 
Jr 6-3 221 Purdue 
Jr. 6-2 224 UCLA 
Jr. 6-3 259 LSU 
Sr. 6-2 250 Washington 
Sr. 6-3 245 Colorado State 
Sr. 6-1 193 Kentucky 
So. 6-4 260 BYU 


Not rated due to injury: Brandon Spooon (North Carolina), Tommy 


play on defense that vaulted 
the Tigers back to respectabil- 
ity. Not bad for a guy who was 
neglected by a number of 
schools because he was con- 
sidered too small to play line- 
backer. He came out of 
Atlanta's Westlake High at 196 
pounds, barely big enough to 
play strong safety. But Adams 
had played — and flourished 
— at linebacker all of his life. 

As a sophomore last sea- 
son, Adams played at 210 
pounds. He's up to around 
220 entering this season, his 
body marked by the ripples of 
muscle that begin at his tree- 
trunk of a neck and cover his 
shoulders and arms. - 

Regardless of his accom- 
plishments, he knows the 
questions about his height and 
weight will keep coming. 

“I'm really tired of hearing 
that,” Adams said. “You can't 
question a person just based 
on his size. You can’t judge 
what's in his heart. 

“I know what | can do. 
| don’t worry about people 
underestimating me because if 
they do that, they're crazy. 
How can you underestimate 
the person who led the nation 
in tackles?” 

Adams takes heart in the 
emergence of several under- 
sized linebackers in the NFL 
such as Dallas’ Dexter Coakley, 
Tampa Bay’s Derrick Brooks 
and Miami's Zach Thomas. 
Sam Mills, formerly of Carolina 
and New Orleans, was a 
wrecking ball at just 5-9. 

Although he’s clocked at a 
moderately fast 4.5 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash, Adams’ 
speed on the field is considered his greatest asset. Teams 
simply couldn't catch him to block him. 

“I don’t have outrageous speed, but | know when I’m 
on the field, I can catch anybody,” Adams said. “I've got 
what's like game speed. | can run a lot faster when I’m 
chasing somebody.” 

One day last spring, Adams passed through Clem- 
son’s athletic offices and saw a magazine with baseball's 
Frank Thomas on the cover. Next to him were the words: 
“Don’t question my desire.” 

That seemed to hit home for Adams. His desire is 
measured in tackles. And with Adams, that’s the only 
measurement that counts. 
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KEITH ADAMS, CLEMSON 


JASHON SYKES, COLORADO 


JAMIE WINBORN, VANDERBILT 


— Michael Smith 


3. MICHIGAN STATE 


4. FLORIDA STATE 


5. GEORGIA 


6. ALABAMA 


7. MICHIGAN 


Top LINEBACKER Corps 


M 1. TEXAS A&M ea = 
Aggies coach R.C. Slocum loves linebackers. He builds his defenses 
around them, which some say means he builds his whole team 


around them. And these linebackers are worth building a team around. 

For starters, Jason Glenn, Roylin Bradley, Cornelius Anthony and Brian Gam- 
ble return as starters, giving the Aggies more experience at linebacker than is 
probably fair. Last season, they amassed 46 tackles behind the line of scrim- 
mage, 15 of them when opposing quarterbacks had a notion to throw the ball. 
Glenn and Anthony each forced three fumbles last season, indicating that they 
don't politely ask ballcarriers to take a knee. 

But the depth is where it really gets out of hand: backups like Christian 
Rodriguez, Harold Robertson, Jared Morris and Damien West would start at 
most schools. 


2. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The Trojans have two of the purest of linebackers: Zeke Moreno, who tracks peo- 
ple down and clobbers them in the middle, and the imposing Markus Steele on the 
weakside. Steele is imposing enough, in fact, to get to wear the No. 55, which NFL 
standouts Junior Seau, Willie McGinest and Chris Claiborne wore -- and he fills it 
out well, rating as the most feared defensive player in the Pac-10. What's more, 
players like Darryl Knight and Kori Dickerson are terrific athletes, too. 


What makes new head coach Bobby Williams happier than a new five-year 
contract? A linebacking crew so good that multi-talented T.J. Duckett can stay 
at running back. The Spartans have all the T.J. they need on defense — T.J. 
Turner, who is moving to the outside this season in more of a pass-rushing 
role, a la Julian Peterson. 


Back are Tommy Polley, Brian Allen and Bradley Jennings, the three leading 
tacklers who were credited with 302 total tackles on the national championship 
team. Polley sustained a knee injury in the Sugar Bowl, but expects to be back 
in the lineup in September. 


There's a Will for the Boss to ring the Bell in Sanford Stadium this season. 
Sorry, you didn't deserve that. But Will Witherspoon, Boss Bailey and Kendrell 
Bell are solid, and Adrian Hollingshed (the 1998 starter in the middle) is back 
after an injury cost him 1999. 


Sophomore Saleem Rasheed, the Tide's leading tackler as a freshman (84), 
has the goods to be an All-American, like, right now. Alabama needs middle 
‘backer Marvin Constant to bounce back from a late-season knee injury. 


SYAMIDOVAANI TI 


This is where the Wolverines’ depth comes into play. Stalwarts lan Gold and 
Dhani Jones are out ... but guys like Victor Hobson, Eric Foote and Eric Brack- 
ins ensure that the beat goes on... and on... andon... 


8. VIRGINIA 


It's a deep and talented group, paced by steady senior Byron Thweatt. Team- 
mates Donny Green and Angelo Crowell have big potential ... and big ques- 
tions. Green is returning from a year of academic probation; Crowell is a raw, 
though spectacular, sophomore. 


Thompson has fun on the outside (17 tackles for loss) while Marlon Moore and 
Kevin Bishop clean up the middle. 


10. LSU 


Gerry DiNardo wasn't allowed to stick around to-see the spoils of his 1999 
recruiting class, which included in-state LBs Treverance Faulk and Bradie 
James. Their play last season was a teaser to big, big things. 


Smoot and Prather: Top Dogs in the Pound 


t isn’t as though Fred Smoot and Pig 
Prather are the only defensive players 
back at Mississippi State. 

It just seems that way. 

Smoot and Prather, perhaps the best 
comer-safety duo in the country, are the 
recognizable names from the nation’s No. 
1 defense. Recognizable to opposing 
offensive players and coaches, anyway. 

And when guys named Smoot and 
Pig (actually, Edward) are the high-profile 
names, obviously this is a defense that 
gets its reputation on the way they play 
rather than their household names. 

The Bulldogs have 13 other players 
who split time with the eight departed 
senior starters who helped Joe Lee Dunn's 
“Dog Pound” wreak havoc on the SEC last 
year, when they allowed a measly 222.5 
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yards per game. 


PIG PRATHER 


But make no mistake, Smoot, a senior 
cornerback, and Prather, a junior safety, 
will headline a unit that expects to 
resume its seat at the top this season. 

“That's our No. 1 goal,” said Smoot, 


= 


FRED SMOOT 


TOP SECONDARIES 


| | 1. WISCONSIN 
ee Let's start with the best defensive player in college football, 
and put with him another corner who can really cover, and 
mix in a safety who does his thing as a sure tackler. 

It's quite a concoction, one that fits the formula for an ideal sec- 
ondary, and why it was the fifth-ranked pass defense in the country 
last season, intercepting 18 passes while allowing foes to complete 
barely 50 percent of theirs for just eight touchdowns. 

Cornerback Jamar Fletcher, the Lindy's/SportsLine.com preseason 
defensive player of the year, has returned five interceptions for TDs. 

Safety Jason Doering is nails, and junior cornerback Mike Echols has 
4.3 quickness. The remaining starter — the strong safety — figures to 
be Devery Hughes or former tailback Eddie Faulkner. 


. KANSAS STATE _ 


Don't bother passing against these guys ... it's a losing proposition. 
Last year, the Wildcats gave up five passing touchdowns, and scored 
five touchdowns among their 21 interceptions. No wonder they posted 
by far the best passing-efficiency defense since the NCAA started 
keeping the stat 1990. 

Now three starters are back, All-America strong safety Jarrod Cooper 
and starting cornerbacks Jerametrius Butler and Dyshod Carter. . 


MIAMI : 

There wasn't a tougher secondary late in the '99 season. Get this: 
Entering this season, the ‘Canes haven't allowed a touchdown pass in 
27 quarters — and they faced Michael Vick and Joe Hamilton in that 
span. Everybody is back, notably free safety Al Blades. 


OREGON STATE 

Dennis Weathersby is the Pac-10's most feared cornerback ... and 
he's only a sophomore. He's good, and he'll have the same cast 
around him as last season, when OSU ranked ninth in the country in 
passing efficiency defense. 


5. MARSHALL r 
It's harder to evaluate players from a smaller conference, but Mar- 
shall players have turned out to be the real deal recently, so why not 
cornerbacks Maurice Hines and Danny Derricott? With this pair (nine 
INTs in 1999), there is no weak side to throw to. 


6. FLORIDA _ £ Am, Se 
After giving up more than their usual complement of big plays, the 
Gators now have the experience to go with their speed. Their top five 
defensive backs return from last season, when their 13 INTs topped 
their 12 TDs allowed. 


7. FLORIDA STATE 
As usual, the Seminoles used a lot of players in the secondary last 
season, which makes the loss of two “regular” starters less damaging. 
In fact, the four players who started against Florida and in the Sugar 
Bowl are all back after FSU's 22-interception season. 


8. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
The Bulldogs lost several key players from last year’s terrific sec- 
ondary, yet, cornerback Fred Smoot and safety Pig Prather make for a 
fine nucleus to build from. 


9. TEXAS | + es 
You gotta love a player named Quentin Jammer at cornerback, and 
that's exactly what the ‘Horns have. Jammer, the team's best DB in 
‘98, lost almost all of '99 to a shoulder injury, but is back strong to 
help a unit that returns nearly intact and was 12th nationally against 
the pass last season. 


10. CLEMSON ’ Pie 
The unit must overcome the loss of two starters, but with Robert 
Carswell and Alex Ardley around, the fall-off won't be severe. They 
combined for 11 interceptions last season, and both players are fierce 
hitters. 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS — the nation’s No. 1-rated junior college 


defensive back bef i 
Starve. “With the top defense and TOP SAFETIES 


our offense having another year of 


experience, folks won't want to mess Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
with the Bulldogs.” 1. Carl Nesmith Sr. 6-3 215 Kansas 
It’s no coincidence that when Bull- 2. Robert Carswell Sr. 6-0 215 Clemson 
dog equipment manager Phil Silva was Sauer od cope Sas Gt SS 
5 : 4. Derrick Gibson Sr. 6-2 207 Florida State 
handing out jerseys last fall, No. 2 was 5. Al Blades Sr. 6-2 200 Miami 
waiting in Smoot's locker. 6. Dee Miller Sr. 6-1 195 Hawaii 
After all, that jersey number is a 7. Pig Prather Jr. 6-3 192 _ Mississippi St. 
right of passage for college cornerbacks 8. Leo Barnes Sr. 6-0 182 Southern Miss 
‘ with the skills and bravado to wear the ie Anthony Limbrick e = ~ fresno State 
aN a : . Jason Doering r. - isconsin 
Adie FETTER WCRI same digit on their chest and back that 41. Hakim Akbar Jr. 6-1 195 Washington 
Deion Sanders and Charles Woodson 12. Marquand Manuel Jr. 6-0 203 Florida 
wore during their undergrad days. 13. Ramon Walker So. 6-0 190 Pittsburgh 
Smoot has both the skills and the 14. DeWayne Patmon Sr. 6-0 190 Michigan 
bravado ... and he backed it up. He 15. Julian Jones Sr. 5-11 188 _ Missouri 
intercepted six passes and was named ie aily-Dee Greenwood _ Jr. oe i Nort Caroline 
. C ris Hope Jr. D orida State 
all-league, helping to put the clamps 18. Idrees Bashir Jr. 6-3 202 Memphis 
on every passing attack in the SEC. 19. Quentin Harris Jr. 6-0 206 Syracuse 
And in Dunn's defense, the corners 20. Cory Bird Sr. 5-10 215 Virginia Tech 
are truly alone in coverage. 21. Curtis Fuller Sr. 5-10 191 TCU 
“That's the reason | came here,” 22. Reggie Myles Jr. 5-11 185 Alabama 
said Smoot, a 6-1, 180-pounder from 23. Michael Jameson Sr. 5-11 185 Texas A&M 
; Ne tee 24. Anthony Wajda Jr. 6-1 189 Kentucky 
Provine High in Jackson, Miss. “I came 25 Ed Reed Jr. 6-0 190 Miami 


to play for Coach Dunn and the best 
defense in the country.” 

And as far as the jersey number? 

“If you're for real what other num- 
ber would you want?” Smoot said. “I’m 
for real.” 

Prather is, too. A star tailback at 


Not rated due to injury: Bobby Jackson (Illinois) 


FRED SMOOT, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
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Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
tiny Faulkner (Miss.) High, Prather 1. Jamar Fletcher Jr. 5-10 170 Wisconsin 
spent his freshman season as a backup 2. Fred Smoot Sr. 6-1 173 Mississippi St. 
to J.J. Johnson. 3. Andre Dyson Sr. 5-10 174 Utah 
State coach Jackie Sherrill, though, * Maurice vines st pat 166 Marshall 
See ; , : . Andre Lo r. | 5- 
Cloke serie Olle ON teen s7 6. Jimmy Williams Sr. 5-10 193 Vanderbilt 
best athletes jockeying for position in a 7. Dennis Weathersby So. 6-1 203 Oregon State 
= crowded backfield when he could start 8. Dempsey Dees Sr. 5-10 174 Boise State 
at at free safety. 9. Willie Middlebrooks Jr. 6-2 190 Minnesota 
Two of his interceptions sealed 10. Danny Derricott Sr. 5-8 159 Marshall 
wins in the Bulldogs’ 10-2, Peach Bowl 11. Antuan Simmons Jr. 5-10 190 Southern Cal 
championship season. He was also one 12. Renaldo Hill Sr. 5-11 175 Michigan State 
of the SEC's Bet return men, averagin ee AE Ls Sie a eee 
: woe Sing 14. Nate Clements Sr. 6-0 190 Ohio State 
CARL NESMITH, KANSAS more than 29 yards on kickoff returns. 15. Eric Kelly Sr. 5-11 198 Kentucky 
“Last year | was learning from all 16. AntonioRoundtree Jr. 5-7 185 Louisville 
those other guys,” Prather said. “I was 17. Kevin Thomas Jr. 5-11 180 UNLV 
freelancing a lot of the time before. o Mike pamph we aa ve Maen 5 
Now that | know my stuff and have b AMOS Ho Canes 
Peer nveuapithe ears it’s time to turn _20-_Mike Echols Jr. 5-10 169 Wisconsin 
: ae 21. Dyshod Carter Sr. 5-10 180 Kansas State 
it up another level. 22. Clevan Thomas Sr. 6-0 175 Florida State 
That could be tougher without 23. Brock Williams Sr. 5-10 190 Notre Dame 
Bean, safety Ashley Cooper (another 24. Milo Lewis Sr. 6-0 188 Alabama 
NFL pick) and senior four-year starting 25. Errol Hood Jr. 5-11 195 North Carolina 
safety Tim Nelson. Not rated due to injury: Quentin Jammer (Texas), Rashad Bauman 
“Honestly, we have more players (Oregon) 
coming back than we lost,” Smoot 
said. “I don’t want to disrespect any of my team- the 1999 season. That's the way he planned it, 
mates from last year, but I'm not sure we're not rotating his first and second string everywhere but 
even more talented this time around.” the corners all last season. 


ANDRE DYSON, UTAH Dunn made similar statements at the end of — Sekou Smith 


Special Teams are Huskers’ Ace In the Hole 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS 
r a team to win the national : 
| eee -- witness 


Florida State in 1999 and Ten- 
nessee in 1998 -- they'd better have 
a kicking game to brag about. 
Nebraska certainly does in 2000, 
which is a key reason why Lindy's 
Football Annuals has given the 
Huskers the nod to emerge from 
the Orange Bowl on Jan. 3 with the 


national championship. _3. KANSAS STATE ¥ 

It s a rich special teams history AME ROEHL KAUESAS STATE We acknowledge David Allen as the nation's best “all-purpose” player. We acknowledge Jamie 
in Lincoln, where they were down- : Rheem as the best kicker. Coach Bill Snyder acknowledged the punting needed work, and 
right amazing in ‘99 ... and virtually signed freshman Jared Brite. 

all of the key players return. 4. FLORIDA 


Dan Hadenfeldt set a school Jeff Chandler made 21 of 24 field goals last year, and Bo Carroll was forcing people to kick away 
record by averaging 45 yards a from him after retuming a KO for a TD and showing his hand as one of the best punt returners in the 
punt, with only eight of 63 going country. Alan Rhine is a solid punter, averaging 40 yards with only three touchbacks. 


into the end zone. aiveaueaen 
Combine his efforts with th ———— ——_. —_ _ __- = —_— 
aehise ee andthe if Sea Punter David Leaverton not only has 2 good leg, but offers the coverage team good hang time 
8 P and even has a knack for the coffin corner. The world-class speed of Leonard Scott (27-yard 


team, and you'll notice that the average) makes him one of the most feared kick returners in the country. 
punt teams gave Nebraska an edge 
6. MISSISSIPPI 


of about seven yards on every Shel _ 

exchange of punts. He's a differ- Les Binkley is accurate (16 for 22 FGs, 39 for 39 PATs), and good in the pressure cooker, as he 

ence-maker: and difference:makers showed with his last-second game-winning FG in the bowl game against Oklahoma. Deuce McAl- 
3 lister is a sensational kickoff returner (26-yard average), and also will return punts. 


win national titles. 

Then take into account that the 7. MINNESOTA ee ES SS 
Huskers blocked a preposterous 10 He gets to kick in the cozy climate-controlled confines of the Metrodome so it only stands to 
kicks last season (seven punts, figure that Minnesota kicker Dan Nystrom will improve upon his freshman outing which saw 


him connect on 17 of 21 field goals, including four for six from 40 yards out, with a long of 51. 


8. VANDERBILT er eee ee ; 
Jimmy Williams averaged 22,1 yards on kick returns last year, and broke a punt return for a 
touchdown. Vandy also has a solid double-threat leg in John Markham (40.8 yards per punt; 
12 of 16 Fs). 


9. UCLA ee Se 
Return men such as Lovell Houston and Freddie Mitchell -- and any number of other excellent 
Skill position people UCLA wants to put out there -- make this unit special. 

10.MICHIGAN |. > . 2 
Hayden Epstein has one of those legs that coaches would like to bronze and keep around for- 
ever: He's hit a 56-yard field goal, averages 40 yards on punts, and routinely boots the ball 
into the end zone on kickoffs. 


Top SPECIAL TEAMS 


1. NEBRASKA a 
For good measure, snapper John Garrison is back ... and since he's not expected to mess up 
this season, this might be the last you hear of him. 


2. WISCONSIN = = 
The Badgers score with Vitaly Pisetsky (16 of 20 FGs, including 14 ina row in one stretch), 
they pin opponents back with Kevin Stemke (43-yard career punting average), and they take it 
up the field on returns (Nick Davis has scored with both a kickoff and punt). 


three field goals), with Kyle Vanden 
Bosch (3) the leader. 

And returns? Bobby New- 
combe (18-yard average) and Joe 
Walker each have taken punts back 
for touchdowns. In 1998, Walker 
returned a punt, a kick and an inter- 
ception for scores. 

If Josh Brown's stats of 14 for 
20 on field goals look to be only 
adequate, consider that he was a 
freshman, and made eight of his 
last nine. 


DAVID ALLEN, KANSAS STATE 


Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
1. Dan Hadenfeldt Sr. 5-11 195 Nebraska 1. David Allen Sr_ 5-9 195 Kansas State 1. Jamie Rheem Sr 6-1 190 Kansas St. 
2. NickHarris Sr. 6-3 220 California 2. BobbyNewcombe Sr 6-0 195 Nebraska 2. Vitaly Pisetsky Sr 5-10 228 Wisconsin _ 
3._ Ray Cheetany Sr. 5-11 180 UNLV 3. Santana Moss Sr 5-10 175 Miami 3. Dan Nystrom So 5-11 195 Minnesota _ 
4. David Leaverton Sr. 6-4 210 Tennessee 4. Steve Smith St 5-8 177 Utah 4. Ryan White Jr 5-9 182 Memphis _ 
5. Craig Jarrett Jr. 6-2 206 Michigan St. 5. Freddie Milons Jr 5-11 183 Alabama 5. _ Jeff Chandler Sr 6-2 206 Florida 

6. Kevin Stemke Sr. 6-2 187 Wisconsin 6. Nick Davis Jr 5-10 180 Wisconsin 6._ Kris Stockton Sia 9-9) 195) Texas 
8. Dave Zastudil Jr. 6-4 230 Ohio 7. Bo Carroll Sr 5-9 165 Florida ; 7. HaydenEpstein Jr 6-2 200 Michigan _ 
7._ Keith Cottrell Sr. 6-4 205 Florida State 8. Dallas Davis Sr 5-10 175 Colorado State 8. Mike Biselli Sr 5-10 180 Stanford 

9. Damon Duval So. 6-0 175 Auburn 9, Kahlil Hill Jr 6-3 185 _lowa 9. Les Binkley _ Sr 5-9 170 Mississippi 
10. Casey Roussel Sr. 6-1 223 Tulane 10. Leonard Scott So 5-11170 Tennessee 10. ScottWesterfield Sr 5-10 181 Miss. State 
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KING OF THE HILL 


... Bat Cornhaskers are expert climbers 


by Don Borst 


are through 2006) ... so let’s just forget about this playoff stuff and 
concentrate on the games instead of the political football. 
College football is, after all, all about games — as in, kids’ 
games like King of the Hill and Tag, and our favorite, Kick the Can. 
The reality is that, more than ever, like it or not, college 
football’s postseason is more about bowls than ever, with 
the glut reaching 25 games. 
And, more than ever, only one bowl really, 
truly matters. This season, THE bowl is the 


Orange Bowl. B= ee xy 7 
Win the Orange Bowl, and “Tag, you're it.” ye A ¢. 


It’s Miami's turn to host the big 1 vs. 2 Bowl Cham- \ 
pionship Series title game, and there's every reason to 
think that defending national champion Florida State will 
find its way downstate. 

The Seminoles have been up around the top of the college 
football world ever since their incoming freshmen were barely 
walking, and since their current seniors learned to throw a spiral 
(well, their current seniors other than 28-year-old quarter- OY 7 
back Chris Weinke, who was able to throw y 
a spiral five years before most of his team- 
mates were born). 

Nobody is more accustomed | ( 


©: let's all recognize that the bowls are here for a while (contracts now 


to being at the top of the Top 25 — 
other than the Nebraska Cornhuskers, 
who have been residing there 

for decades. 

These are the two biggest, bad- 
dest players in the annual King of the [ 
Hill battle. They have combined to 
win five of the past seven 
national championships (three for ( t 
Nebraska, two for FSU). 

They do so by being the fastest, 
biggest, boldest dudes to fly around the 
neighborhood and Kick the Can. You 
know they're coming, but they're ° 
still just too fast, too big, and dad- 
gum it, too intimidating ... so +} 
more often than not, the other 
kids just get out of their way. 

This time, itlooksas 
though the cans the Huskers 
and Seminoles have to kick in 
the Orange Bowl on the 
night of Jan. 3, 2001, ulti- 
mately will belong to 
one another. 
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Breaking Down 
the Big Bowls 


It's the Orange Bowl's turn to host the national 
championship game in the Bowl Championship Series 
rotation, followed by the Rose Bowl next season. 

That means the folks in Miami are amid a wild, 
intense year of preparation, but at least they have a 
one-year respite from worrying about getting a good 
matchup and selling tickets. 

Remember, the champions of the SEC, Big Ten, 
Big 12, ACC, Pac-10 and Big East are guaranteed 
spots in the four biggest bowls, with the other two 
spots filled by the teams most attractive to the bowls. 


Orange Bow] 
Miami, Fla. 
January 3, 2001, 8 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
National championship game 
Likely contestants: Pick two — Nebraska, 

Florida State, Wisconsin, Alabama and Miami ... 
those are our choices to win their respective leagues 
and potentially finish No. 1 or No. 2, with the top 
two in the BCS combo-rankings (a combination of 
computers and voters) squaring off for the title. 


Rose Bow] 
Pasadena, Calif. 
January 1, 2001, 5 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
Pac-10 champion* vs. Big Ten champion* 
Likely contestants: Washington or USC vs. Wis- 
consin or Michigan. Fortunate to get a Cinderella 
team almost every year, the Rose could see the Big 
Ten champion reach the Orange Bowl ... would inter- 
est rise or fall with an “outsider?” 


Fiesta Bow] 
Tempe, Ariz. 
January 1, 2001, 8 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
Big 12 champion’ vs. at-large 
Likely contestants: Nebraska or Kansas State vs. 

Michigan or SEC runner-up. The Fiesta could be stuck 
with two long-range teams if Nebraska gets to the 
Orange Bowl this season and K-State doesn't go 10-1. 


Sagar Bow] 
New Orleans, La. 
January 2, 2001, 8 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
SEC champion’ vs. at-large 
Likely contestants: Alabama or Florida vs. 

Miami, Florida State, Texas or Kansas State. It's three 
long years until New Orleans gets the championship 
game again, but relatively close proximity to SEC, 
ACC and Big Ten helps. 
“Note: If in Orange Bowl, replaced by at-large team. 


2000 


Nobody’s Perfect 

While Nebraska and Florida State are the most-likely participants in the 
Orange Bowl, there are always upsets that crop up along the way. Here's a 
glance at the “other” best candidates to get to Miami ... and the best reason 
they won't make it. 


Wisconsin Most talented team ofall, but that schedule says “No. 1? Are you nuts?” 
Alabama __No longer upstarts, will be targeted throughout SEC season. 
Florida Don’t count ‘em out entirely, but the intimidation factor is gone. 
Miami Depth isn’t quite there; will lose to FSU for 6th time in a row. 
Texas On the rise, but premature to expect a trip to Orange Bowl. 
Georgia If only they could get Florida and Tennessee off the schedule. 
Michigan _ Rebuilding defense and a new QB make unfortunate combo. 
Kansas St. Soft schedule leaves no room for error. 


Mission Implausible ... Not Impossible 

These are not the teams that will wind up on your list of teams most likely 
to win the national championship. Still, they have some talent, and the kind of 
schedule to get attention, and when it’s all done, one of them could have the 
chance that Virginia Tech had last season. 


BYU Has rare chance to make impact, facing Fla. St, Virginia, Miss. St. 
Clemson _Closer than you might think: Biggie at FSU could pave the way. 
usc Can gain credit by beating Penn State; sweeping Pac-10. 

Va. Tech _ Don’t dismiss Frank Beamer and Michael Vick so easily. 


Texas A&M Can bump off K-State and Texas ... then, who knows? 
Notre Dame Least-likely Irish team to win it in 40 years, but it’s still ND. 
TCU Likeliest of all to go 12-0, and if everyone else falters .... 


Year of the Savvy and Slippery QB 

Defensive coordinators around the country generally look for two things to 
pounce on: Inexperienced quarterbacks, and immobile quarterbacks. 

Well, it could be a long year for the defensive coordinators. 

It seems as though everybody has a returning starter at quarterback this 
season — an amazing 81 percent of the power programs (51 of the 63 pro- 
grams in the six BCS conferences and Notre Dame). And the way mobile quar- 
terbacks have become the rage, very few teams are relying on “pure throwers” 
these days. 

Guys like Michael Vick, Quincy Carter, Eric Crouch, Marques Tuiasosopo — 
and another three dozen quarterbacks with similar attributes — are just as 
likely to win with their feet as with their arm. And they have been there and 
know what it’s going to be like on Saturdays. 

And it’s like that all over the place. Here’s a glance at the top quarterback 
in each major conference, and how many teams have starters returning at 
quarterback: 


Big 12 9 Eric Crouch, Nebraska 

SEC 10 Quincy Carter, Georgia 

Pac-10 9 Marques Tuiasosopo, Washington 
Big Ten 8 Drew Brees, Purdue 

Acc 6 Chris Weinke, Florida State 

Big East 8 Michael Vick, Virginia Tech 


Filling the Biggest Cleats 

Time to step up. Be the man. Get large. 

When a superstar moves on, it’s up to the understudy — or merely the 
next guy in line — to keep the team from noticing a dramatic drop-off at the 
position. That might be impossible in most cases (the departed guy was 
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Didn’t like the way last season went? 

Would you like to take on Virginia Tech and Florida State? 
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a superstar, after all), but that’s the task of the players who step into 
the largest vacated shoes in college football in 2000. 

Last year, Hodges Mitchell stepped in for Ricky Williams at 
Texas and gained more than 1,000 yards. And Markus Steele 
jumped into Chris Claiborne’s linebacker spot at Southern Cal, and 
quickly wowed em. And Dusty Bonner had ‘em asking “Tim who?” 
at Kentucky ... all right, we're going a little far. 

Here’s a look at the biggest vacant shoes and how the team 
plan to fill them. 


Shaun Alexander, rb, Alabama 

Shaun Bohanon steps up as main man in tag-team approach. 
Courtney Brown, de, Penn State 

Justin Kurpeikis started on other side, now must be playmaker. 
Ron Dayne, rb, Wisconsin 

Smaller, quicker Michael Bennett is primed for this chance. 
Joe Hamilton, gb, Georgia Tech 

Just run the offense, George Godsey, don't try to be a hero. 
Tee Martin, qb, Tennessee 

Joey Mathews gets first shot, but faces lots of competition. 
Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 

RS-frosh Nathaniel Adibi was big-time recruit last year. 

Chad Pennington, qb, Marshall 

Byron Leftwich has all the skills, can keep Herd rolling. 

Peter Warrick, wr, Florida State 

Sensational JC talent Javon Walker joined program in spring. 
Tim Rattay, qb, Louisiana Tech 

Brian Stallworth takes over controls of big-time offense. 

Chris Weinke, qb, Florida State 

Weinke: We still can’t believe he returned to chase another title. 


Most Important Players 

Call them Most Important, Most Valuable, Most Indispensable, 
“Most Bestest” ... you get the idea. Take this guy out of the lineup, 
and the team just isn’t as fearsome. 


About three dozen quarterbacks 

Yes, we could easily put 10 quarterbacks here, so we'll avoid that. 
LaDainian Tomlinson, rb, TCU 

The main man as the Frogs make a run at a big, big season. 
Dominic Raiola, c, Nebraska 

Keys outstanding line, providing critical leadership and skills. 
Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

As great as CB Jamar Fletcher is, Badgers’ defense starts up front. 
Jamie Winborn, Ib, Vanderbilt 

Active field general for Commodores’ improving defense. 

David Terrell, wr, Michigan 

Not just a Woodson copycat (db-kr), he’s a big (6-3) big-play guy. 
Deuce McAllister, rb-kr, Mississippi 

The most versatile player in the country, gives Rebs a different gear. 
Alex Brown, de, Florida 

The key to the Gators turning it up a notch to Orange contention. 
Dan Morgan, Ib, Miami 

With Nate Webster tossing college career, Morgan has added load. 
Freddie Milons, wr-kr, Alabama 

Does many things — all of them good — for defending SEC champs. 


TOP AWARDS CANDIDATES 


HEISMAN TROPHY 
Outstanding Player 
Downtown Athletic Club of New York 

. Michael Vick, qb, Virginia Tech 

. Drew Brees, qb, Purdue 

. Quincy Carter, qb, Georgia 

. Chris Weinke, qb, Florida State 

. Deuce McAllister, rb, Mississippi 
. Eric Crouch, qb, Nebraska 

. LaMont Jordan, rb, Maryland 

. Jamar Fletcher, cb, Wisconsin 

. Antwaan Randle-El, qb, Indiana 
10. LaDainian Tomlinson, rb, TCU 
1999 winner: Ron Dayne, rb, Wisconsin 


COONOOaARWAN — 


OUTLAND TROPHY 
Interior Lineman 

Football Writers Association of America 

1. Steve Hutchinson, og, Michigan 

2. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

3. Dominic Raiola, c, Nebraska 

4. Terrence Metcalf, ot, Ole Miss 

5. Casey Hampton, dt, Texas 

1999 winner: Chris Samuels, ot, Alabama 


LOMBARD! AWARD 
Lineman/Linebacker 
Rotary Club of Houston 
1. Alex Brown, de, Florida 
2. Keith Adams, lb, Clemson 
3. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 
4. Casey Hampton, dt, Texas 
5. Steve Hutchinson, ot, Michigan 
999 winner: Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 


DAVEY O’BRIEN AWARD 
Quarterback 
Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 
. Drew Brees, Purdue 
. Michael Vick, Virginia Tech 
. Chris Weinke, Florida State 
. Eric Crouch, Nebraska 
. Quincy Carter, Georgia 
1999 winner: Joe Hamilton, Georgia Tech 


arhonhd — 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
Running back 
GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 

1. Deuce McAllister, Mississippi 
2. LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 
3. Anthony Thomas, Michigan 
4. LaMont Jordan, Maryland 
5. Hodges Mitchell, Texas 
1999 winner: Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 


NAGURSKI AWARD 
Outstanding Defensive Player 
Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 
. Jamar Fletcher, cb, Wisconsin 

. Casey Hampton, dt, Texas 

. Alex Brown, de, Florida 

. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

. Keith Adams, lb, Clemson 

. Carlos Polk, lb, Nebraska 

. Jamie Winborn, lb, Vanderbilt 

. Jashon Sykes, lb, Colorado 

. Jamal Reynolds, de, Florida State 


OHGONOAHRWND — 


10. Andre Carter, de, California 
1999 winner: Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 


BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
Wide receiver 
Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 

. David Terrell, Michigan 

. Santana Moss, Miami 

. Ronney Daniels, Auburn 

. Andre Davis, Virginia Tech 
. Freddie Milons, Alabama 


ah oOnd — 


1999 winner: Troy Walters, Stanford 


BUTKUS AWARD 
Linebacker 
Athletic Club of Orlando 
. Keith Adams, Clemson 
. Jashon Sykes, Colorado 
. Carlos Polk, Nebraska 
. Jamie Winborn, Vanderbilt 
. Dan Morgan, Miami 


ahonds — 


1999 winner: LaVar Arrington, Penn State 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
Defensive back 

Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 
. Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 
. Fred Smoot, Mississippi State 
. Robert Carswell, Clemson 
. Andre Dyson, Utah 
. Andre Lott, Tennessee 


akon — 


1999 winner: Tyrone Carter, Minnesota 


LOU GROZA AWARD 
Placekicker 
ean Beach County Sports Authority 
. Jamie Rheem, Kansas State 
i Vitaly Pisetsky, Wisconsin 
3. Dan Nystrom, Minnesota 
4. Jeff Chandler, Florida 
5. Kris Stockton, Texas 


2000 
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Equal-Opportunity Bowls 


With the glut of bowls, the smaller-time teams stand to gain the DEC. 20 
most. When bowls get down to looking for Nos. 47-50 this season ‘ 
— and, as many as 54 next year — they aren't going to be poking Mobile Alabama Bowl Mobile, 7:30 p.m. 
around the Big Ten and the SEC, since major programs with win- DEC. 21 
ning records are already filling the spots. Last year, Texas Tech (at EA Sports Las Vegas Bowl Las Vegas, 5 p.m. 
6-5) was the only bowl-eligible team from the six power confer- DEC. 24 
ences that didn’t get invited to a bowl, and that was largely 
because coach Spike Dykes had resigned. Jeep Oahu Bowl Honolulu, 8:30 p.m. 
The new “final” bowl spots figure to go to the MAC runner- DEC. 25 
up, the fourth-place team in the Mountain West or WAC or Confer- e 
ence USA. The measurement is no longer how successful a team Jeep Aloha Bowl Honolulu, 3:30 p.m. 
becomes by going to bowl games ... but how unsuccessful it might DEC. 27 
be by the ghastly action of missing out even once along the way. Motor City Bowl Pontiac, Mich., 2 p.m. 
Of the 115 Div. I-A teams: 
Galleryfurniture.com Bowl Houston, 6 or 8 p.m. 
DEC. 28 
CURRENT STREAKS a Crucial.com Humanitarian Bow! Boise, Idaho, 1 p.m. 
(46 teams; 40 percent of Div. I-A programs): They went to a bowl last s 
season, and many of them go almost annually. From Nebraska's 31- Insight.com Bowl Phoenix, 6 p.m. 
year bowl streak to Oregon State, which broke a 34-year postseason an 
drought, here’s how many years in a row teams have been to bowls: merenke Bowl Miami, 7:30 p.m. 
DEC. 2 
Alabama (2) Hawaii (1) Penn State (11) M 2 
Arizona State (1) Illinois (1) Purdue (3) HomePoint.com Music City Bowl Nashville, Tenn., 1 p.m. 
Arkansas (2) Kansas State (7) Southern Miss (3) Wells Fargo Sun Bowl El Paso, Texas, 2:15 p.m. 
Boise State (1) Kentucky (2) Stanford (1) 
Boston College (1) Louisville (2) Syracuse (5) AXA/Equitable Liberty Bowl Memphis, Tenn., 5 p.m. 
Brigham Young (2) Marshall (3) TCU (2) 
Clemson (1) Miami, Fla. (2) Tennessee (1 1) ep os Holiday Bowl San Diego, 8 p.m. 
Colorado (2) Michigan (25) Texas (2) > 
Colorado State (1) Michigan State (1) Texas A&M (3) Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl Atlanta, 5 p.m. 
East Carolina (1) Minnesota (1) Utah (1) 5 
Florida (9) Mississippi (3) Virginia (2) area Alamo Bowl San Antonio, 7:30 p.m. 
Florida State (18) Mississippi State (2) Virginia Tech (7) 
Fresno ae (1) Nebraska (3 1) Wake Forest (1) Silicon Valley Classic San Jose, Cal., 6:30 p.m. 
Georgia (3) Oklahoma (1) Washington (5) 
Georgia Tech (3) Oregon (3) Wisconsin (4) Sanford Independence Bowl Shreveport, La., 8:30 p.m. 
Oregon State (1) pena 
Outhack Bowl Tampa, Fla., 11 a.m. 
Southwestern Bell Cotton Bowl Dallas, Tx.,11 a.m. 
ONE-YEAR ABSENCE (14): GROWING DROUGHTS (9): IN THE '90s (12): Toyota Gator Bowl Jack : ile Fla,, 12:30 p.m 
With the 14 here, Add these teams And 12 others at ard ae 
52 percent of the that haven’t been went in the ’90s Ourhouse.com Fla. Citrus Bowl Orlando, Fla., 1 p.m. 
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since 1995 or ‘96, 
and it still means 69 
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of all teams have 


(ALL TIMES ET, TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE; 
MICRON PC ALSO HAS RESERVED DEC. 30) 
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Niscrts in the past five years past decade). Mary- 
Idaho have been bowling. —_ and looks like it will 
Missouri Somehow, only go.again in 2000, BETWEEN 10-20 MORE THAN NEVER (9); 
NesHen will be able to rejoin while UNEY seers to SEARS (6): 20 YEARS AGO (8): These guys have 
None oe the ranks of the bowl- eee ees For eight, it has These programs only seen them on 
Ohio State happy this season: better than Indiana. 2&7 @ long while, can’t remember what TV, but watch for 
San Diego State Army Bavior but their parents can _ bowls are like ... Central Florida or 
usc Ball State aoe ine Greei recall the good old they're always busy _— Arkansas State in the 
Texas Tech California Gah fete: an __ days. It has been Christmas shopping, Big West to break in 
Tulane Houston Duk Ss more than 10, but anyway. Still, teams as soon as this 
UCLA nae. % ' ae less than 20 years; like Rice and Mem- _ season: 
West Virginia No A Sciatarate . wate rae Vanderbilt, Western —_ phis have renewed Akron 
aneae Reale Ss Michigan and SMU _ hope with the rapid Arkansas State 
Toledo ae an Stat would seem to have _—_ bowl expansion: Buffalo. 
as ee i S honest-to-goodness lowa State Central Florida 
Pais round hope to jump in: Rutgers Connecticut 
TWO-YEAR HIATUS (8); == NL Rees Omer eee 
These went in 1997 (making it 60 percent in the Wyoming Northern Illinois Ohio U. Middle Tennessee 
past three years): SMU Rice UAB 
Auburn Oklahoma State Temple New Mexico State 
Cincinnati Pittsburgh UTEP North Texas 
lowa Utah State Vanderbil 
LSU Washington State Wess milehean 
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Tweaking the Bowl System 


As long as college football’s powers that be — which these 
days are the commissioners of the six power conferences that run 
the BCS — continue to entrust their wallets and souls to “the bow! 
experience,” they need to face up to their responsibility. 

That means they have the obligation of making sure the bowl 
system works at least reasonably well. 

In recent years, they have made some good moves. And they 
have made some terrible moves and non-moves, resulting in too 
many half-filled stadiums, lousy TV ratings, and the unchecked 
proliferation of bowls into markets and climates that simply don’t 
fit in any logical way. 

That's how 25 bowls can exist this season with two more on 
the way for the 2001 season. There is some tweaking to be 
done, guys: 


1. Open Up The Bidding 

Who decides who gets to play where? Well, the conference 
lock-ups is a nice concept, but it is crumbling around itself since 
teams and bowls are getting sick of each other. The “free-market” 
system is preferred by all except the conference commissioners, 
who are intent on guaranteeing their leagues as many bowls as 
they can get. 

But take the free-market system one step further: Force the 
bowls to actually bid for their picks (like the BCS bowls did to get 
the right to be one of the big four). Highest bid gets the first two 
choices of non-BCS teams, next-highest bid gets the next two 
choices, and so on ... down to the lowest-paying bowl getting 
just what it deserves: The 49th and 50th best teams available. 

The fear of getting a couple of lousy teams (or no teams at all) 
would enhance bowl income, create a terrific “selection day” 
event, and eliminate bowls that can’t or won't cut it. 

And remember, bowls won't pick teams that aren't attractive 
to them or vice versa. But if you want to start a bowl, you'll have 


to bid for a three-year deal to get a reasonable matchup, or you 
know you've failed before you start. 


2. Don’t Allow Non-Winning Teams ... Ever 

The 12 regular-season games, starting in 2002, can be a huge 
plus for the bowls, since teams will have to be 7-5 at worst (rather 
than the current 6-5). 

The bowl folks are bound to return to the days in which 6-6 
teams are eligible (now the rule is that a team must have a win- 
ning record). That's a critical step: Don't do it. 

If a team can’t win more than it loses, it has absolutely 
no business playing in the postseason, whether it’s bowls 
or playoffs. 

And once a few bowls are left out when there aren't enough 
eligible teams to go around, they'll get the picture. 


3. Increase The Payouts 

The mere fact that teams are seriously challenged to make a 
go of a bowl game on a reasonable budget — and not lose money 
— indicates that the minimum payout of $1.5 million per bowl 
(combined for two teams) is not nearly enough. 

Make it a minimum of $2.5 million and watch the smaller 
bowls figure out ways to make their games worthwhile ... or let 
someone else give it a try. 


4, Lose The Million-Dollar Field Goals 


It’s time the money is sorted out before the season starts. Just 
throw it into a pot, mix it up a bit, dole out expense money to 
participants and divvy up the rest — 90 percent of the money 
goes to the major conferences, and the other 10 percent parceled 
out to the non-maiors. 

Let the teams play for the excitement of going to a bowl and 
the bonus of the extra practices. The athletic department budget 
should be extracted from the win-lose equation. 


Streaks, Good and Bad 

Maybe Marshall and South Carolina should trade places. 
Because there doesn't seem to be anybody that can beat Marshall 
in the MAC, and nobody that South Carolina can beat in the SEC. 

Non-league games are where those streaks are most likely to 
end, with Lou Holtz's Gamecocks getting a chance right off the 
bat to play New Mexico State and soon after one of Marshall's 
MAC patsies: Eastern Michigan. If they don't win one of those 
games to end their 21-game losing streak (eighth longest in 
major-college history), look out -- Northwestern's all-time wrong- 
way record of 34 would be in serious jeopardy. 

Marshall, meantime, has won 17 in a row, but plays in Sep- 
tember at Michigan State and at North Carolina ... two good, but 
not unbeatable teams. Get past them, and it's clear sailing toward 
30 and into the winning streaks top 10. 


Winning Streaks Losing Streaks 
Marshall 17 South Carolina 21 
Florida State 12 Ball State 17 
Wisconsin 8 Buffalo 15 
Nebraska 6 lowa 8 
Oregon 6 Baylor 6 
Boise St 6 lowa State 5 
TCU 5 North Texas 5 
Michigan 5 San Jose State 5 
Miami 4 Tulane 5 
Southern Miss 4 UNLV 5 
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Chasing the Bear 

Rebuilding year or not, Penn State icon Joe Paterno figures to 
become No. 1 this season. In his 35th season as head coach at 
Penn State, Paterno is third on the all-time major-college list for 
coaching victories, needing just two to tie Pop Warner, and six to 
reach Bear Bryant. 

Don't look now, JoePa, but Bobby Bowden is gaining on you. 
Last season, the Florida State coach became just the fifth ever to 
reach 300 victories, and did it in 389 games - faster than anybody 
except for Paterno, who took just 380 games. Here's the all-time list: 


No. Name W-L-T Pct. 
1. Bear Bryant (1945-82) 323-85-17  .780 
Pop Warner (1895-1938) 319-106-32 .733 

3. Joe Paterno (1966-) 317-83-3 .790 
4. Amos Alonzo Stagg (1890-1946) 314-199-35 .605 
5. Bobby Bowden (1959-62, 70-) 304-85-4 179 
6. Tom Osborne (1973-97) 255-49-3 836 
7. LaVell Edwards (1972-) 251-95-3 .723 
8. Woody Hayes (1946-78) 238-72-10  .759 
9. Bo Schembechler (1963-89) 234-65-8 IS 
10. Hayden Fry (1962-98) 232-171-10 .564 


Current coaches in boldface. 


Kicking Off Early 

They're on their last legs, having been eliminated by the 
NCAA after 2002 season, when all teams are allowed to play a 
12th regular-season game. 

This year’s preseason specials are not all that special. Sure, 
USC vs. Penn State is a nice, traditional matchup, but neither 
team looks like a world-beater this season, and the Georgia Tech- 
Virginia Tech game would have been a heck of a lot more fun last 
year, when both were in the Top 10. 

Date Matchup Game 

Aug. 26 Florida State vs. BYU Pigskin Classic (Jacksonville, Fla.) 

Aug. 26 lowavs. Kansas State Eddie Robinson Classic (Kansas City, Mo.) 
Aug. 27 USC vs. Penn State Kickoff Classic (E. Rutherford, N.J.) 

Aug. 27 GaTechatVaTech BCA Classic (Blacksburg, Va.) 


Can Davie turn it around? 

The simple answer is, “probably not.” 

The schedule is tougher than ever at Notre Dame, the talent isn’t 
at the elite level, the admissions department is less forgiving than at 
most top-tier programs, and the never-die belief system doesn't seem 
to be in full force in South Bend these days. 

So, coach Bob Davie figures to wade through a thick season 
in which half of the questions he’s asked will be about his job 
status, and the other half will be about why the Irish aren’t better 
than they are. Yet, as difficult as the schedule is, it provides 
opportunities: 

Texas A&M, Purdue, Michigan State, Stanford, Boston Col- 
lege and Southern Cal rate as six of their seven most difficult 
games this season ... and only Purdue is as loaded as it has been 
in recent years. 

Sure, beating Nebraska would be a momentous upset for the 
Irish, but Navy, West Virginia, Air Force and Rutgers appear to be 
nearly sure wins. 

Although those previously mentioned solid programs make 
the schedule difficult, it is a slate no more daunting than most of 
those teams play in their conferences. Win three or four of those 
swing games, and the Irish would be ranked and in a bowl game. 

Whether that constitutes turning it around would be open to 
question, but it would be a step. 
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"Texas A&M at Texas 


The Ones To Watch 


AUGUST 
26th 


BYU at Florida State 


27th 
Penn State vs. USC _ 


SEPTEMBER 
2nd 


Texas A&M at Notre Dame Bob Davie badly needs a win like this one. 


‘Alabama at UCLA Tide steps out to West Coast for intersectional tilt. 


9th 
_ Miami at Washington 
Nebraska at Notre Dame 


- Oregon at Wisconsin 


16th 
- Florida at Tennessee Annually the biggest game of the year in the SEC. 
Michigan at UCLA These teams could doa Jan. 1 rematch in Pasadena. 
Washington at Colorado _ Neuheisel back in Boulder. Armed escort is expected. 
(23rd 

Notre Dame at Michigan St. Big win over ND last year got Spartans’ train rolling. 
Penn State at Ohio State _Early Big Ten monster tilt ... loser relegated to rear. 


30th 
Tennessee at Louisiana St. _Saban’s first big one; Vols haven't lost at LSU since ‘74. 
Wisconsin at Michigan __Looks like the game of the year in the Big Ten. 


OCTOBER 
7th 


Florida State at Miami 
Michigan at Purdue 
Tennessee at Georgia. 


14th 
Washington at Arizona State Sun Devils derailed Huskies’ Rose Bow! plans in '99. 
Mississippi at Alabama _This has the feel of SEC West deciding factor. 


21ist 
Purdue at Wisconsin 


Hardly an easy opener for national champs. 


First of many prove-it opportunities for Pac-10. 


‘Canes defense vs. UW QB Marques Tuiasosopo. 
Yes, two storied programs, but this is a mismatch. 
Badgers face their one tough non-league opponent. 


Starting to look like the early '90s all over again. 
Last in a brutal four-game stretch for Michigan. 
Will Bulldogs stand up, or sit back down and shut up? 


_ Purdue's elite QB against Wisconsin’s elite defense. 
_ Vols have won 5 straight, but now Tide has more talent. 


28th 

Nebraska at Oklahoma First meeting since 1997 ... OU hasn’t won since '90. 
Georgia vs. Florida Annual showdown in Jacksonville could be for East title. 
Kansas State at Texas A&M ~The No. 2 pick in each division square off. 


Clemson at Florida State Tigers are ACC’s best hope to stop Seminoles, 
Virginia Tech at Miami This looks like Big East championship game. 
1ith 


Nebraska at Kansas State 
Ohio State at Illinois 


18th 


To the winner: Division? Conference? Orange Bowl bid? 
Tough road date for Bucks with Michigan visiting next. 


_ Michigan at Ohio State Always a big one, but will OSU be more than spoilers? 
Florida at Florida State 


Seminoles could be ona 22-game winning streak. 
Looks like another Iron Bowl with major ramifications. 


Auburn at Alabama 
24th 


Hook em or gig ‘em? Shootout for South title. 


“Mississippi St. at Ole Miss Egg Bowl is always wild, and this will be no exception. 


DECEMBER 
2nd 


League championship games SEC and Big 12 determine automatic BCS teams. 


2000 


t Universal Studies in Orlando, Nick Gatto grabbed some 
Asc packages and hopped on “Jaws.” During the 
imulated-shark ride, he smeared ketchup on his right 
arm. When he got off, he told children waiting in line, “Kids, you 
don't want to ride this ride, it will take your arm. If you see my 
arm out there, please pick it up for me.” 

“lL had kids freaking out,” said Gatto, who was born without a 
fully-developed right arm. The arm is a stub which extends two 
inches below his elbow. 

Gatto, 22, gets a kick out of pranks about his 
arm. “I can have guys rolling on the floor,” he said. 
Arkansas State University gets a kick out of 

Gatto, a senior from Spring, Tex. 

The Indians’ placekicker, Gatto hit eight of 12 
field goals last season and 30 of 31 extra points. 

That Gatto could kick for a Division | university 
is a testament to his will and to his faith. 

“I've been told, ‘Nick, you’ll never accomplish 
anything in life.’ | have used that as a driving force 
to get me where | am now,” said Gatto. 

Gatto got to Arkansas State after playing two 
years at Blinn (Tex.) Junior College. He was second 
team All-America his sophomore season. 

Gatto went to Blinn after he was passed over by Division | 
schools when he was an all-state prep senior. 

“Every kid’s dream is to play for a big-time university,” said 
Gatto, who began to pray with his girlfriend, Melissa Verhey, a 
Blinn student, about where he would transfer. 

“She was my biggest help,” said Gatto. “She told me that 
God was teaching me to trust and to have patience.” 

When Arkansas State assistant coach Don Yanowsky, who 
coaches special teams, learned that “the best kicker in the league 
is the kid from Blinn,” Yanowsky was asked by recruiter Mike 
Tomlin, “Does it bother us that he’s got one arm?” 

Yanowsky said, “All we care about is how he kicks. Then, the 
more we found out about Nick, the more we wanted to recruit 
him. He has the intangibles, character, leadership, personality. | 
want my two sons to turn out like him. | can't say anything 
stronger about a person than that.” 

Despite a speech impediment, Gatto tutors teammates in oral 
communications and English. He is involved in the Lunch Buddy 
program in Jonesboro elementary schools. The program, where 
players eat lunch once a week and help children with homework, 
was organized by assistant coach Larry Porter and Carole Hollis, 
wife of Arkansas State head coach Joe Hollis. 

Gatto, who was Fellowship of Christian Athletes president at 
Blinn, is trying to organize an FCA chapter at Arkansas State. He 
has worked summer camps for the youth evangelical organiza- 
tion, Young Life. He gives his testimony at churches. 

The greatest joy he has had in life, he said, was being born the 
way he is. “l am overwhelmed. | am happy with the way God made 
me,” said Gatto, who became a Christian when he was 17. “I had a 
girl ask me, ‘Nick, do you hate God for how He's created you?’ | was 
like ‘I have never really thought about it. Let me get back to you on 
that.’ Every day I say, ‘God, thank you for the way you created me.’ 


” 


The Game Winner — 
Gatto Boots Adversity 


God Teaches Kicker Trust and Patience 


Gatto hasn't always been thankful. As a child, he would come 
home crying because of cruel comments. “I was picked on to the 
fullest extreme. | was called names. It really, really hurt,” he said. 

His parents, Sal and Tina Gatto, were sources of comfort. 
They told him he had been made for a reason. “When God's 
ready, He’s going to show you why you're made the way you 
are,” his parents would say. 

“They have always pushed me,” said Gatto. “They said to 
never let anything get in the way of what you want to accom- 
plish.” 

Gatto, who is on full scholarship, is one of the 
strongest and fastest players on the team. He 
bench pressed 325 pounds this past spring. He 
squats 405 pounds, has a vertical leap of 32 inches 
and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.49 seconds. 

“It’s amazing the abilities he has with one arm. 
How many one-armed people can bench over 300 
pounds?” said Joe O’Bar, an offensive lineman for 
the Indians. 

Gatto (5-11, 186) balances the bar with his stub 
and uses his left hand to complete the bench press. 
He has played baseball (pitcher and first baseman), 
basketball, soccer, tennis, golf. He has run track. 
He can snow ski, water ski and tackle. 

Teammate Jack Wright, a center/deep snapper, said, “You 
learn a lot of humility from Nick and what he has overcome. He 
could have been depressed about having one arm. He chose not 
to be.” 

Hollis said, “He's not always perfect but you can always 
count on his best.” 

Gatto has gotten it done on the field through his mental 
approach said Yanowsky. “A kicker is a hero or a zero. There is 
never any middle ground. You're only as good as your last kick. 
You determine your success by how you handle the ups and 
downs. He keeps an even keel,” said Yanowsky. 

Joked Wright, “We'll be friends with him as long as he does- 
n't miss a field goal.” 

Gatto credits God for his talent. “God has given me a talent. 
God has been with me in everything | do; in school, in football, in 
relationships. He has always taken me to the next level.” 

Gatto’s flagship verse is Jeremiah 29:11: “For | know the 
plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Gatto would like a future in the NFL. A more immediate goal 
is making the All-Big West Conference team this fall. A political 
science major with a 3.0 grade point average, Gatto has kicked 
around the idea of going into politics or coaching at a Texas high 
school. 

Last fall, an Arkansas man brought his grandson to watch 
practice and to meet Gatto. The boy smiled when he saw Gatto. 
O’Bar was watching. “You could see his eyes light up. He could 
see what a one-armed person could do. Nick brightened up his 
life,” said O'Bar. 

The boy had one arm. 

Bill Sorrell is a minister and freelance writer in Memphis. 
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DOUG PENSINGER 


, vy e’ve seen the 
future of college football and it is 
Michael Vick. 

The guy is redefining the ideal quar- 
terback: Mobile, strong arm, quick 
release, good size. 

Plenty of players have a good 
understanding of the game. Lots of 
quarterbacks are mobile. Lots of guys 
have strong arms. Lots of passers have 
quick releases. Lots of them have good 
size. 

But Vick doesn’t have just one or 
two or three of those attributes. He’s all 
of those things ... and more. 

“Heck, | don’t think there are two of 
him out there,” said Virginia Tech offen- 
sive coordinator Ricky Bustle. “It’s amaz- 
ing how many high school coaches call 
me and say, ‘Hey, I got a quarterback 
just like Michael Vick.’ | look at that film 
and it ain't nowhere close. They don’t 
know what Michael Vick is about.” 

Admit it, the story of the Sugar Bowl 
was not so much Florida State — the 
Seminoles were expected to win. It was 
about Michael Vick, and the way he 
worked ‘em over. 

Hokies fall behind 28-7. Behind 
Vick’s scrambling and throwing, they 
rally to take a 29-28 lead. Vick doesn’t 
win, Florida State’s depth does, 46-29. 
Florida State won the 1999 national 
championship and Michael Vick became 
the frontrunner for the 2000 Heisman. 

It became apparent quickly that the 
Hokies had one chance, and it was 
wrapped in a 6-1, 212-pound package. 

Despite being sacked seven times 
for minus-48 yards, Vick still rushed for 
97 yards. Despite being hounded by the 
Seminoles defense, he still threw for 225 
yards, leading Tech to a 503-yard night. 

“He's real,” a breathless Florida 
State safety Sean Key said that night 
after chasing Vick around. “It’s like try- 
ing to keep a two-year old baby in a 
crib. That guy is awesome. He’s got my 
vote all the way. He isn’t going to be 
there three more years. He’s got the 
Heisman next year. I don’t know who 
else can beat him.” 


No college quarterback has risen so fast, so soon. 

It's a story that goes beyond football. His cult of personality 
seems to be Vick’s destiny. 

“He has one of the neatest personalities I've ever seen,” Bus- 
tle said. “He's got a nice smile, he kind of lights up people 
around him. Michael Jordan is one of the finest role models in the 
world, but Michael's got a personality that lights people up, too.” 

Not flashy, even engaging ... just special, that makes people 
turn and notice. 

But that's getting ahead of the story. Michae! Dwayne Vick 
still has to be a sophomore in 2000 before reading his first script. 

IF you have been caught in Vick’s vapors, like Key said, no 
one else is even close. But don’t believe the hype, believe the 
honest-to-goodness anecdotal evidence. 

“Every day somebody’s giving me something to autograph,” 
Bustle said. “It's been kind of crazy. | found myself on a plane the 
other day with a 12-year old from Rhode Island ... he shows me 
his school notebook and he’s got all these athletes on it, includ- 
ing Michael Vick.” 

Remember, this is a freshman from Virginia Tech! 

Running backs coach Billy Hite heard the buzz while recruit- 
ing right after the Sugar Bowl. 

“Everywhere | went in the airport, | could hear conversations 
about Michael Vick,” Hite said. “It was the damnedest thing I've 
ever seen. It was really unbelievable. It was amazing ... the ticket 
agents were talking about it. 

“They weren't waiting on me. They didn’t know me. They 
didn't see me.” 

At the ESPYs in February, megastars like Mark McGwire and 
Tiger Woods were seeking out the quarterback from Blacksburg. 

“| can’t believe,” Vick said, “they knew who | was.” 

Even the venerable Frank Beamer has been caught up in the 
amazement. 

“Boy did he make some great, just unbelievable plays?” 
Beamer said that night after the Sugar Bowl. “I've never seen a 
quarterback like that. People have him dead to rights and can't 
get him. Have y'all ever seen anybody like that?” 

Well, no. 

The feet could buckle the knees of any defender. The arm is 
a blessing from a supreme being. 

The judgment? Not the best. No, not yet. 

Vick cost the Hokies with a couple of costly fumbles in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

He is what he is — a blossoming high-risk, high-reward talent 
still with a few warts. But not many. Along with becoming the 
nation’s leader in passing efficiency, he finished 10th in the Big 
East in rushing. 

“Somebody asked me, ‘Would you rather play Virginia Tech 
without Vick or (All-America defensive end) Corey Moore,” 
Florida State coach Bobby Bowden said. “I said Vick. We can 
double-team Moore. There isn’t a darn thing you can do about 
Vick. | knew he was good, but didn’t know he was that good.” 

The mere fact that Vick didn’t implode under the bright lights 
of the Superdome should have been validation enough. Heisman 
voters had seen enough earlier, placing him third in the final vot- 
ing. It was believed to be the first time a freshman had been 
invited to the Downtown Athletic Club. 

Then Vick came out and shocked the world, dodging speedy 
Florida State defenders to the point of exhaustion. The topper is 
that Vick did all this as a 19-year-old redshirt freshman. Or, if you 
prefer, about like the Beatles or Springsteen when they hit it big. 

“All the time, every day,” Vick said, “I don’t go a day without 


DOUG PENSINGER 


signing somebody's autograph. I’m used to that, it comes with 
the position.” 

IF you're Joe Montana, maybe. Not if you're a teenager still 
shy about giving interviews. 

“When he played against us he was still banged up,” Clem- 
son offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez said of a 31-11 Tech vic- 
tory early in the season. “After the national championship game 
| was saying, ‘This guy is scary.’ It’s unbelievable how good he 
could be, 

“You know what amazes me? Florida State is about as fast as 
you can find on defense. He made some moves and shook some 
guys like | never thought you could do against Florida State.” 

How did it all happen? It many ways, Vick’s success was Cal- 
culated. While at Warwick High, he competed against crosstown 
rival Ronald Curry. Curry wanted to play basketball as well and 
went to North Carolina. 

Vick was being courted by the likes of Syracuse, who saw him 
as a replacement for Donovan McNabb. When Vick chose Virginia 
Tech, it raised eyebrows. Sure, they had nice special teams and 
defense, but could Vick make a difference? 

It was decided by consensus that Vick would sit his freshman 
year. Al Clark was a senior quarterback in 1998. It made sense to 
get Vick’s athletics and academics on a safe path before turning 
him loose on the country. 

He traveled with the team to every away game, learning the 
routine so that nothing would be a surprise when it was his time 
to play. After games, Bustle would ask his prodigy, “What did 
you learn tonight?” 

Vick’s high school coach Tommy Reamon was instrumental in 
preparing his former star for what was to come. 

“People have been in awe of Michael not playing his first year 
but I say, ‘Do you remember when you were a freshman?’ ” Rea- 
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SENSATIONAL SOPHOMORES 


Michael Vick isn’t the only sensational sophomore quarterback 
in the nation. Several others made their mark last season as fresh- 
men, and more are poised to grow into key full-time roles in 2000. 
Here's a look at the top 10 sophomore stars-in-the- making. 


@ Kyle Boller, Cal 

As a true freshman, Boller went through some growing pains 
in a ghastly Cal offense, completing 100 of 259 passes for 1,303 
yards and 13 scores. He spent the winter rehabbing a shoulder 
injury that kept him out of the season-finale, and looks like the 
main (only?) man of the Bears offense in 2000. 


@ Brooks Bollinger, Wisconsin 

OK, so he doesn’t run as fast as Michael Vick (what QB 
does?) and he doesn't throw as hard as Vick (what QB does?), 
but Bollinger does both well and he has that tough-as-nails lead- 
ership thing going for him. It was Bollinger, rather than Ron 
Dayne, who made the difference for Wisconsin last season. 


® Ken Dorsey, Miami 

There was no crying in Miami when Kenny Kelly decided to 
pursue a professional baseball career because the Hurricanes 
loved what they saw from Dorsey last season. Coming in as an 
injury replacement, Dorsey was simply fabulous, completing 60 
percent of his passes with 11 TDs and just two interceptions. 


C.J. Leak, Wake Forest 

Leak was the story of signing day 1999, when he turned 
down a football scholarship to Notre Dame for one at Wake For- 
est. He had some cameos as a true freshman and was able to 
slowly build toward this season when the job is his to lose. 


® Calvin McCall, Maryland 

McCall beat out returning starter Randall Jones in last year’s 
fall camp, and in between handoffs to record-setting running 
back Lamont Jordan, passed for 1,264 yards. McCall, who played 
a bit role on Maryland’s basketball team, can’t rest easy; sopho- 
more Latrez Harrison wants playing time, too. 


@ Carson Palmer, USC 

A broken right collarbone cost him the final eight games of 
1999, but it did allow him to redshirt and retain three years of 
eligibility. With his size (6-5, 220), accuracy and rifle arm, NFL 
scouts are hoping he doesn’t stay that long. He was healthy in 
the spring, ready to pick up where he left off — he was complet- 
ing 73.6 percent of his passes before being injured. 


@ Casey Printers, TCU 

His efficiency rating of 133.5 ranked second in the nation 
among freshman quarterbacks who had enough pass attempts to 
qualify, and Printers will be counted on more heavily this season 
as coach Dennis Franchione tries to get the passing game up to 
the level of the LaDainian Tomlinson-led running game. 


@ Chris Simms, Texas 
The nation’s top QB recruit in 1999, Simms will be in the 
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midst of the nation’s highest- 
profile quarterback contro- 
versy of the season. His 
competition: Big 12 Co- 
Offensive Player of the Year 
Major Applewhite, coming off 
reconstructive knee surgery. 


B Jason Thomas, UNLV 

At 6-4, 240, he’s a mar- 
velously talented athlete ... 
who has yet to play a down 
and who still has to win the 
job over senior Jason Vaughn 
and sophomore Matt Ray. 
Thomas was a big-time recruit 
in 1998, but transferred from 
USC in 1999 after as Carson 
Palmer gained the starting job. 
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B® Tyler Watts, Alabama 

Rotated every series with junior Andrew Zow in the SEC title 
game and the Orange Bowl, and is eager to claim the job full 
time. Watts is the better running threat, but Zow has more expe- 
rience. The Tide would like to settle on one QB, but this competi- 
tion might never end. 


KEEP AN EVE ON 


® Kirk Farmer, Missouri 

Started until suffering a broken leg in the sixth game of the 
season. 
Jason Gesser, Washington State 

A broken hand limited him to six games last season, but has 
lots of skills. 
®@ Robby Hampton and Gary Brashears, Arkansas 

Coach Houston Nutt ended spring without a clear winner, 
saying both would play. 
@ Dontrell Jackson, Ohio 

Tough for a MAC option QB to get attention, but he had 
nearly 1,300 total yards in '99, 
® Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 

The main man for Mike Leach, who directed Tim Couch and 
Josh Heupel to record seasons. 
i Joey Mathews, Tennessee 

Still has to win the job, but as a huge recruit in 1999, he has 
big-time potential. 
@ Troy Nunes, Syracuse 

Nunes was the best option in a QB race that sometimes went 
three-deep last season. 
@ Andy Sahm, Bowling Green 

He's got the size (6-6) and the offense to bear serious watch- 
ing. 
I Cory Paus, UCLA 

He'll battle with fellow sophomore Ryan McCann in the fall, 
but Paus was mostly the main guy last season. 
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mon said. “Now you're going to tell me how you want my child 
to be a quarterback in a million-dollar business and put that pres- 
sure on him when | know him better than you. Tech was excellent 
on how they began to develop him.” 

Actually, Vick turned out to be the crowning recruiting 
achievement of a Big East champion. The 1996 class produced 
stars such as running back Shyrone Stith, kicker Shayne Graham, 
offensive tackle Anthony Lambo and the entire secondary — Cory 
Bird, Ike Charlton, Nick Sorensen and Anthony Midget. 

The dynamite was in place. The detonator was Vick. 

His 4.33 speed was suited more for a receiver. His left- 
handed throws confused defenses used to playing right-handed 
quarterbacks. His release is from the ear ... “quick” doesn’t begin 
to describe it. 

His intentions were best known only to him. How can a 
defense game plan for a guy when the offensive line doesn’t even 
know what he's going to do? 

“One time,” Vick said, recalling a play in the Sugar Bowl, 
“when I spun around twice and threw the ball out of bounds, 

I didn’t even know what | was doing.” 

It started quietly against James Madison in the opener. Vick 
ran for three touchdowns against the Dukes before leaving with 
an ankle injury sustained when he scored a touchdown on a for- 
ward flip over a defensive player — not a showboat move, just 
the best way to get into the end zone. 

He took the next week off against UAB before returning, 
hobbled, against Clemson. 

Vick threw three interceptions and was overshadowed by an 
aggressive defense. The next week Virginia didn’t know what hit 
it. Vick, playing in his first road game, completed seven of nine 
passes for 222 yards. That's 24.6 yards per pass. In the first quar- 
ter, he threw a 60-yard scoring pass to Andre Davis and a 31-7 
rout was under way. 

Victory No. 5 barely registered nationally. Virginia Tech beat 
Rutgers 58-20 with Vick completing 11 of 12 for 248 yards. How- 
ever, the nation was shocked the next week when Syracuse went 
to Blacksburg. The Hokies showed they were something special 
that night with a 62-0 victory. 

That's about the time the national debate began about Vir- 
ginia Tech's worthiness as a national champion. 

“He's the best I've ever seen,” Virginia Tech running backs 
coach Billy Hite said. “Il made the statement a year ago. Syracuse 
is getting ready to find out how we felt the last four years (facing 
McNabb). | think right now he’s better than what happened at 
Syracuse.” 

On Nov. 6 at West Virginia, it became apparent that the Hok- 
ies were destined to go undefeated. Vick’s amazing 26-yard 
scramble set up the game-winning field goal — you saw it on all 
the highlights: just as he seemed to be going out of bounds to 
stop the clock, he jetted up the sideline, past, over and around 
potential tacklers — and has been memorialized as the corner- 
stone to an 11-0 season. 

As he progresses through his career, there are two things to 
understand about Vick — The Flick and Reamon. 

The flick is the seemingly effortless way that Vick throws. Flat- 
footed 50-yard spirals are the norm. It goes against the usual 
mechanics of a quarterback, but it works. 

“The first time | saw him was the 10th or 11th grade,” Bustle 
said. “When | looked at film, | saw an incredible young athlete. 
He can flick that ball. Sometimes you can’t tell a guy’s arm 
strength, but he had such a little flick, the ball would really move 
on film. 
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“It's a flick. It doesn’t matter which way his feet are going. He 
goes against all my teaching tapes. It's really uncanny to me. I've 
got guys | coached who are in the NFL and never had one who 
could flick like he does.” 

Last year, he completed 59.2 percent of his passes, throwing 
only 15 times per game. That figures to change this season. 

“More formations, more offensive plays,” Vick promised, 
“We'll open it up.” 

Reamon was Vick's high school coach and still is his mentor. 
The former Missouri running back has played in the NFL, World 
Football League and even had a part in the movie North Dallas 


Forty. 

“What you saw is what I've seen all through high school,” 
Reamon said. “You can come in and watch film and say, ‘I'll be 
damned.’ In high school, we weren't that good on the offensive 
line. He was running for his life. We taught him well how to run 
for his life.” 

Reamon unabashedly gives himself credit for guiding Vick. 

Vick's mother Brenda Boddie is proud, but his father is not in 
the picture right now. Michael needed guidance. 

“You wouldn't ask Peyton Manning how he was put together 
and developed because you would instantly know his back- 
ground with Archie Manning,” Reamon said. “Michael Vick’s 
background is me, fully loaded with experience. From Missouri, 
to the World Football League to the movie industry, the whole 
works.” 

Vick doesn't deny Reamon’s influence. Reamon made Vick 
take a speech class in high school, sensing that he someday 
might need to sharpen his interview skills. 

“The most powerful way | can say it is, ‘| want my child to 
be like him,’ ” Reamon added, “not as a football player, but as 
a person. 

And when recruiters started coming around Warwick, it was 
Reamon who decided that Curry and Vick would go to different 
schools. They had been rivals in high school, and competing for 
the same job at the same school would do them no good. 

“No one was going to recruit both of them,” Reamon said. 
“| told recruiters when they walked in this building, ‘If you're 
recruiting Ronald Curry, walk right back out.’ 

Reamon traces his mentoring skills back to college where 
Missouri assistant coach Prentice Gautt took him under his wing. 
Gautt had been the first African-American player at Oklahoma in 
the 1950s and had gone on to play in the NFL. He currently runs 
the life skills program for the Big 12 Conference. 

“He saved me a lot,” Reamon said. “Before | knew what a 
psychiatrist was, he was one to me. His history of being the first 
black at Oklahoma was tremendous.” 

On the night of the Sugar Bowl, Vick called Reamon two 
hours before game time. He just wanted to say thanks. He was 
nervous. He wanted a pep talk. Reamon told Vick to calm down, 
the first quarter would be tremendously emotional. 

Vick did as he was told, calmly leading the Hokies down the 
field on a 76-yard drive. Then Beamer decided to go for it on 
fourth-and-goal from the one-yard line. A Florida State defender 
burst through the line and slapped the ball out of Vick’s hand. 

The fumble was only his sixth of the year. The kid would still 
be great that night, just not perfect. There's plenty of time for 
that. 

“| plan to come back an even better player, even better quar- 
terback, mentally and physically,” Vick said. “Expect a lot from 
me next year.” 

Oh yeah. We're counting on it. 
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SIGNATURE 


WEINKE ISN'T 
DONE YET 


BY DENNIS DODD 


hey thought Chris Weinke was history. 
Florida State's quarterback arrived at a highly-antici- 


pated Jan. 10 press conference dressed for success. Pressed 
slacks, open-collared dress shirt, sports jacket. For a guy who is 
more at home in a ratty baseball cap and sweat suit, the message 
was clear that Florida State’s junior quarterback meant business 
... In this case, business had to be translated as the NFL. 

“| thought he was gone,” offensive coordinator Mark Richt 
told the St. Petersburg Times that day. 

Instead, Weinke surprised everyone by announcing he was 
coming back for his senior season at Florida State. The fallout will 
be felt throughout the 2000 season. With Weinke returning for 
his senior season, the Seminoles are favored to defend their 
national championship. 

“Chris Weinke is the leader of our team,” Florida State coach 
Bobby Bowden said before the 'Noles beat Virginia Tech in the 
Sugar Bowl. “Our kids will say that. | don’t have to say that. 
Sometimes you have a leader on offense that the defense will 
follow. All players follow Weinke. He’s the best one thing we've 
got going for us now.” 

And now he’s back for a final run on a team that returns 13 
seniors from Bowden's first undefeated season. In a way, it bucks 
a trend of high-profile players coming out early. At 28, Weinke is 
considered a veteran even by NFL standards. 

But in another way, it continues a trend started three years 
ago by Tennessee's Peyton Manning. The budding NFL star 
stayed his senior season for the sheer love of college football. 

The following year, Ricky Williams did the same thing at 
Texas. And then Ron Dayne at Wisconsin. And now Weinke. 

There’s more at work in Weinke’s situation. His age and lack 
of mobility are working against him, and he might not have been 
picked before the third round. 

“| had 15 or 20 callers over the weekend who said, “Why 
wouldn't you go?’ ” Weinke said in January. “For me, personally, 
I'm not at the top of the mountain yet.” 

At 6-5, 240 pounds, Weinke has the size to be an NFL quar- 
terback ... but, perhaps, not the mobility. In this age of Michael 
Vick, that means a lot to NFL scouts. After hearing that, Weinke 
said he is dedicated to becoming the best quarterback in the 
country in 2000. 

So ... here goes, working on all elements of his game, espe- 
cially his footwork and the like, to see if he can improve at 28 the 
way most players hope to improve at 21. 

While his age would give him an edge in maturity over other 
prospects, a six-or-seven-year difference also means he doesn’t 
have the same kind of long-term upside. His value as an NFL 
player might very well be as a career backup, with the skills and 
maturity to run the team, but not to be counted upon to “take it 
to the next level” over the long haul. 

Well, he’s certainly been able to take Florida State to the next 
level. 

The roundabout career of Weinke has been recounted many 
times: He signed with Florida State in 1990 out of St. Paul, Minn., 


but signed a baseball contract with the Toronto Blue Jays. Six 
years later and burned out on baseball, Weinke called Florida 
State hoping there was still a place for him in Bowden's program. 

There was a spot, but that was all that was guaranteed. 

“He believes in himself,” Richt said. “He’s a mature man. He 
goes and plays baseball and he doesn’t get to the bigs. | guaran- 
tee you there's a bunch of disappointment. He had to learn how 
to deal with it. Some kids come into major college football and 
they're stars in high school. 
They come in here and 
become the starter. Some- 
thing bad happens to them 
and they don’t know how 
to react.” 

Richt all but begged 
Weinke not to come to 
Florida State in 1997. Dan 
Kendra was going to be the 
starting quarterback. Florida 
State was heavily recruiting 
Drew Henson, the nation’s 
No. | prep quarterback. 

“T sat him down and 
told him, ‘the chances of 
you beating out Kendra 
aren't that great,” Richt 
said. “He said, 'l under- 
stand competition. | want 
to play in one of these big 
games.” 

“When Weinke com- 
mitted to us, | was kind of 
wanting to get Drew. | didn’t want Weinke to come and say after 
a few months, ‘This isn’t for me.’ ” 

Henson then committed to Michigan. A year later, in spring 
practice, Kendra blew out his knee and eventually moved to full- 
back. 

And suddenly, it was Weinke, who has proven to himself 
and anyone watching that, indeed, this is for him. He has lost 
one game (21-1) in his two years as a starter, a stretch inter- 
rupted when he suffered a broken vertebrae in his neck. 

That injury helped him focus on what he’s all about. And the 
more significant the situation becomes, the better Weinke seems 
to get. 

Fourteen times last season, opponents tied or took the lead 
on Florida State. Nine times, he drove the Seminoles back and 
answered with a touchdown or field goal on the ensuing posses- 
sion to preserve the perfect season. On those 14 drives, Weinke 
completed 70 percent of his passes and threw for more than 400 
yards. 

His last two games of 1999 were his best in a 3,103-yard, 
25-touchdown season. Weinke had his fingerprints all over a dra- 
matic 30-23 victory at Florida that set up the Sugar Bowl. Then in 
the sweet national championship game against Virginia Tech, he 
threw for 329 yards and four touchdowns. 

Duplicating those numbers would be twice as nice, especially 
if it improves his draft position. 

“There's something very exciting,” Weinke said amid the 
Sugar Bowl celebration, “about going undefeated two years in 
a row.” 

Yes, they thought Chris Weinke was history ... but it turns 
out he’s intent on making it. 
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OFFENSE SELLS 


Wanna be alHead Coach? 


BY DENNIS DODD 


MIKE LEACH WONDERS how it all happened so fast. 


One moment he was a 25-year old kid with a law degree 
helping to represent a Hell’s Angel. 

The next, his life changed so radically you'd swear he had 
a guardian angel. 

Athletic directors want him. 

Rivals envy him. 

Players can't wait to play for him. 

Women ... well, never mind. One of the hottest coaches in 
the country is still grounded in some ways, married with chil- 
dren. 

“It’s like John Steinbeck said after (receiving praise for) The 
Grapes of Wrath,” said Leach, Texas Tech's new head coach, 

“| don’t know if | deserve it, but I’m glad | got it.” 

Leach’s story, or one similar to it, 
is being told in many ways in many 
places around college football this sea- 
son. There’s no more school of hard 
knocks ... there's not even Chuck 
Knox. That was last century. 

These days, the best way to move 
up the ladder in college football is to 
be an offensive genius. 

These advocates for the four- 
receiver set can command big salaries 
and petulant quarterbacks, skirting the 
corner and tradition at the same time. 
Defense? Not exactly an afterthought in 
football, but in this day and age athletic directors are thinking 
entertainment first. 

“That's exactly right — that has the most to do with it,” Ken- 
tucky coach Hal Mumme said. “Selling tickets.” 

Check your local listings for times and dates of the next ris- 
ing star. Call them the progeny of Bobby Bowden and LaVell 
Edwards — two guys who were ahead of the curve when they 
rose to prominence 25 years ago at Florida State and BYU. 

“My biggest influence is LaVell Edwards,” Mumme said. “To 
me he’s not gotten enough credit. He’s coached out there in the 
WAC all these years. He had a vision back in the 1970s that went 
along with the change. | really think he changed the game of 
football.” 

Even Edwards and Bowden could not have foreseen what 
they wrought. In our pre-fab foresight society, even the grand 
old college game is being marketed like a video game. 

Leach, 39, is like the rest of the young and restless. He can 
A) move the ball, and B) turn a program around in a hurry while 
doing it. 
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When Texas Tech kicks it off this fall, Leach will have gone 
from coaching Tim Couch at Kentucky, to turning around Okla- 
homa’s offense, to getting his first Division I-A coaching job, all 
in less than two years. Punk rock lasted longer than that. No 
telling how far Leach will go. 

In the past two years, 22 of the 34 Division I-A hires have 
been coaches who made their reputations on offense. These are 
guys with panache, swagger and a game plan that sells tickets. 

Look around. Former NFL head coach June Jones took his 
run-and-shoot offense to Hawaii last season and tied for the 
biggest turnaround in NCAA history — from 0-12 to 9-4. 

Dennis Erickson, a longtime single-back guru, took a step 
down from the NFL and led Oregon State out of a 30-year losing 
streak and into a bowl game. 

Gary Crowton, former Louisiana Tech head coach, parlayed 
Tim Rattay and a record-setting performance against Nebraska 
into an NFL job with the Chicago Bears and is widely seen as a 
strong candidate to head a major program for 2001. 

This is football today. Offensive coaches are as much rock 
stars as field generals. 

“The offensive guys who are gaining attention are guys 
throwing the ball and spreading people out,” Crowton said. “It’s 
fun to watch, it sells seats and you can win with not always the 
greatest players.” 

What more do you need? Crowton, 43, finds himself coach- 
ing Cade McNown after helping develop Rattay. 

Jones could run for governor in Hawaii. Erickson could run for 
king in Oregon. 

Purdue coach Joe Tiller has proved you can win in the Big Ten 
using a passing offense instead of a cloud of dust. 

“I'm really impressed with the job Joe Tiller has done,” Jones 
said. “A lot of philosophies are similar. That’s some of Steve 
Spurrier’s success, too. He's willing to take chances and throw 
the ball in a conference that hadn't seen the forward pass in a 
number of years.” 

Florida State's Mark Richt, 40, could wake up any morning 
and announce, “I’m ready,” and have almost any job he wanted. 
The fact that he has stuck by Bowden's side for 14 years is a trib- 
ute to the offense and the program. It also teases athletic direc- 
tors looking for new coaches each year. 

Richt keeps re-inventing Bowden's innovative offense while 
the rest of the country keeps playing catch-up. 

“Texas throws the ball a lot. Florida throws the ball a lot. Def- 
initely, you go to a place where they use a wide-open offense,” 
said Jeremy Crabtree of the National Recruiting Advisor. “These 
kids are definitely putting that near the top of their list.” 

Mumme arrived at Kentucky in 1997 producing a blizzard of 
points. A year later, the state of Kentucky was officially in love 
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of the Ball 


THE NEW FACES OF THE GAME 


They aren't all household 
names yet, they aren’t all young, 
they aren't all doing it the same 
way ... but the hot coaching 
names in college football are all 


about offense. 


~ = RICKY BUSTLE, Virginia Tech — Michael 


Vick’s coordinator. 


~ TOM CABLE, Idaho — Former Colorado 
offensive coordinator gets head coaching job 


at 35. 


* DANA DIMEL, Houston — Former Kansas 
State offensive coach made Wyoming competi- 


tive in every game. 


~ DENNIS ERICKSON, Oregon State — Vet- 
eran found redemption after mediocre results 


inthe NFL. 


* JUNE JONES, Howaii — Doing it in 
reverse, going from the NFL to paradise. 

~ HAL MUMME, Kentucky — From Valdosta, 
Ga., to Kentucky renaissance. 

~ GARY NORD, UTEP — Hand-picked by 
athletic director Bob Stull, an offensive guy 


himself. 


} Schwartzkopf. 
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with Mumme's “Air Raid” offense. It produced the program’s first 
New Year's Day bowl in 46 years. 

A new day is dawning. Just ask C.M. Newton, who recently 
retired as Kentucky’s athletic director in the spring at age 69. 

“I was asked if | were a 45-year old athletic director with a 
bunch of kids at home, would I have hired a guy like Hal?” New- 
ton said. “I might have given some thought to hiring a so-called 
‘name’ coach. But I was interested in getting us back competi- 
tive. 

“| said, ‘Let’s go get somebody who will air it out.’ It’s a style 
of play that players love to play and fans like. Hal is a lot like Rick 
Pitino. | told Hal that we were looking for someone who will 
press, fast break and shoot the threes on grass. ” 
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~ MARK RICHT, Florida State — Offensive 
coordinator will soon grab a high-profile job. 
~ RICH RODRIGUEZ, Clemson — The 
hottest offensive coordinator this side of 


That’s all Adolph Rupp’s extended 
family needed to hear, a basketball anal- 
ogy. This ball is oblong, but Kentucky fans 
are still snatching up every available seat. 
Almost every team from Nebraska to 
Florida State is incorporating some form of 
Mumme and Jones’ plan. Jones’ run-and- 
shoot is a great equalizer for a program 
that can’t match up physically with a lot of 
programs. Mumme puts a premium on 

a quarterback who is a coach on the field, 
frequently audibling at the last second 
into what he hopes is a more effective 
play. 

“The premium is speed,” Jones said. 
“Whether they be big or small, if you're 
going to compromise you're going to 
compromise for speed. A lot of times you 
can't get the big, fast kid because Notre 
Dame wants him. Our offense is going to 
attract guys that want to play at the next 
level.” 

It’s the quickness of the revolution that 
blinds some. 

While coach at Louisiana Tech, Crow- 
ton took an ill-advised game against 
Nebraska to kick off the 1998 season. 

The Bulldogs lost 56-27, but left a lasting 
impression on Nebraska and the country. 
His quarterback, Tim Rattay, threw for 590 
yards, a record against the Huskers. His 
top receiver, Troy Edwards, set an NCAA 
record with 405 yards receiving. 

Within a year, Louisiana Tech was invited 
to join the Western Athletic Conference; 
Rattay had been in Sports Illustrated, Edwards was drafted by the 
Steelers; and Crowton was with the Bears. It wasn’t exactly 
overnight success ... but it was pretty darn close. 

“Getting on television was a great thing,” Crowton said. 

“It wasn't one of the best teams I’ve had, but it got us exposed. 
The notoriety of what we could do with the ball was fun to watch. 
It helped in recruiting. It kind of brought national attention. That 
helped them get in that conference. People will talk about 
Louisiana Tech.” 

Crowton's offense — developed over the years during stops 
at BYU, Colorado State, Boston College and Georgia Tech — was 
no gimmick. While working for Tom Coughlin at Boston College, 
Crowton coached Glen Foley, who engineered the biggest upset 
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GOTTA SCORE 10 WIN 


Defense might win championships, but offense wins jobs. 

A look at the 115 Division I-A coaches shows that 72 of them — 64.3 percent — 
built their pre-head coaching careers predominantly on offense, while 39 were defense- 
oriented as assistants, with four pretty well split between the two before becoming a 


head coach. 


This isn’t to say their teams lean more to one side or the other (you can be the judge 
of that), but their path to the head coaching office more often than not went through the 


offensive staff meetings. 


Here’s a conference-by-conference breakdown: 


ACC 

Offense (5): Tommy Bowden (Clemson), Bobby Bowden 
(Florida State), Jim Caldwell (Wake Forest), Carl Franks 
(Duke), George Welsh (Virginia). 

Defense (4): Chuck Amato (North Carolina State), 
George O'Leary (Georgia Tech), Carl Torbush (North Car- 
olina), Ron Vanderlinden (Maryland). 


BIG 12 

Offense (5): Terry Allen (Kansas), Gary Barnett (Col- 
orado), Mack Brown (Texas), Mike Leach (Texas Tech), 
Frank Solich (Nebraska). 

Defense (6): Dan McCarney (lowa State), Bob Simmons 
(Oklahoma State), R.C. Slocum (Texas A&M), Larry Smith 
(Missouri), Kevin Steele (Baylor), Bobby Stoops (Okla- 
homa). 


Both (1): Bill Snyder (Kansas State). 


BIG EAST 

Offense (5): Walt Harris (Pittsburgh), Don Nehlen 
(West Virginia), Tom O'Brien (Boston College), Terry Shea 
(Rutgers), Bobby Wallace (Temple). 

Defense (2): Frank Beamer (Virginia Tech), Paul 
Pasqualoni (Syracuse). 

Both (1): Butch Davis (Miami, Fla.). 


BIG TEN 

Offense (8): Cam Cameron (Indiana), Kirk Ferentz 
(lowa), Glen Mason (Minnesota), Joe Paterno (Penn 
State), Joe Tiller (Purdue), Ron Turner (Illinois), Randy 
Walker (Northwestern), Bobby Williams (Michigan State). 
Defense (3): Barry Alvarez (Wisconsin), Lloyd Carr 
(Michigan), John Cooper (Ohio State) 


BIG WEST 

Offense (6): Tom Cable (Idaho), Mick Dennehy (Utah 
State), Darrell Dickey (North Texas), Joe Hollis (Arkansas 
State), Dirk Koetter (Boise State), Tony Samuel (New Mex- 
ico State). 


CONFERENCE USA 

Offense (7): Todd Berry (Army), Jeff Bower (Southern 
Miss), Watson Brown (UAB), Dana Dimel (Houston), Steve 
Logan (East Carolina), Chris Scelfo (Tulane), Rip Scherer 
(Memphis). 

Defense (2): Rick Minter (Cincinnati), John L. Smith 
(Louisville). 
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INDEPENDENTS 

Offense (3): Jack Bicknell (Louisiana Tech), Mike 
Kruczek (Central Florida), Charlie Weatherby (Navy). 
Defense (4): Jerry Baldwin (Lo.-Lafayette), Bob Davie 
(Notre Dame), Randy Edsall (Connecticut), Andy McCollum 
(Middle Tennessee St.). 

Both (1): Bobby Keasler (La.-Monroe). 


MID-AMERICAN 

Offense (6): Craig Cirbus (Buffalo), Mike DeBord (Cen- 
tral Michigan), Bill Lynch (Ball State), Lee Owens (Akron), 
Gary Pinkel (Toledo), Jeff Woodruff (Eastern Michigan). 
Defense (7): Gary Blackney (Bowling Green), Gary Dar- 
nell (Western Michigan), Jim Grobe (Ohio), Terry Hoepp- 
ner (Miami, 0.), Joe Novak (Northern Illinois), Dean Pees 
(Kent), Bobby Pruett (Marshall). 


MOUNTAIN WEST 

Offense (5): Fisher DeBerry (Air Force), LaVell Edwards 
(Brigham Young), Ron McBride (Utah), John Robinson 
(UNLV), Ted Tollner (San Diego State). 

Defense (3): Vic Koennig (Wyoming), Rocky Long (New 
Mexico), Denny Schuler (Colorado State). 


PACIFIC-10 

Offense (8): Mike Bellotti (Oregon), Dennis Erickson 
(Oregon St.), Paul Hackett (USC), Rick Neuheisel (Wash- 
ington), Mike Price (Washington St.), Bruce Snyder (ASU), 
Bob Toledo (UCLA), Tyrone Willingham (Stanford). 
Defense (1): Tom Holmoe (California). 

Both (1): Dick Tomey (Arizona). 


SEC 

Offense (7): David Cutcliffe (Mississippi), Jim Donnan 
(Georgia), Phil Fulmer (Tennessee), Lou Holtz (South Car- 
olina), Hal Mumme (Kentucky), Houston Nutt (Arkansas), 
Steve Spurrier (Florida). 

Defense (5): Mike DuBose (Alabama), Nick Saban 
(LSU), Jackie Sherrill (Mississippi State), Tommy Tuberville 
(Auburn), Woody Widenhofer (Vanderbilt). 


WAC 

Offense (7): Dave Baldwin (San Jose State), Mike Cavan 
(SMU), Dennis Franchione (TCU), Ken Hatfield (Rice), Pat 
Hill (Fresno St.), June Jones (Hawaii), Gary Nord (UTEP). 
Defense (2): Keith Burns (Tulsa), Chris Tormey 
(Nevada). 


of the 1993 season over Notre Dame. 
While at Louisiana Tech from 1996-98, 
Crowton coached the Bulldogs to victories 
over California and Mississippi State. In 
1999 under new coach Jack Bicknell Ill, 
Louisiana Tech shocked Alabama using 
much of the offense Crowton had 
installed. 

Who knew Mumme four years ago? 
The then Valdosta State coach won a 
Division II national championship in 1996 
throwing the ball all over the lot. Some- 
how he caught the eye of the venerable 
Newton who'd just fired consecutive re- 
treads — Jerry Claiborne and Bill Curry. 

Then Mumme and Leach, his offensive 
coordinator, shocked them all. 

They did it by installing the spread 
offense and finding their perfect quarter- 
back in Couch. It helped that Mumme was 
a colorful quote. And even when Ken- 
tucky lost, it invariably did so scoring at 
least 30 points. 

Defense? Those are details that they'll 
deal with later. 


“Fans nowadays appreciate the passing 
game more because they can see the 
ball,” Mumme said. “They spend the 
whole offseason watching college hoops 
and the NBA and they get addicted to the 
fast pace and being able to see the ball. 

“When | first put this offense in at Cop- 
peras Cove (Texas) High School in 1986, 
one of the booster club people said, “You 
know, Coach, one of the things fun about 
watching y’all play is seeing the ball.’ I'd 
never heard that before ... but think about 
it: In those days, a lot of high school 
teams would be running the Wing-T. You 
just can't see the ball. It kind of looks like 
a big wad moving down the field. It’s 
Wad Ball.” 

And Wad Ball is boring ball. 

In Mumme'’s first year, Kentucky was 
begging to get on the SEC’s syndicated 
television package. Last year, 10 of its 12 
games were televised. Expansion closed 
in both ends of Commonwealth Stadium. 
In recruiting, Mumme landed two of the 


2000 


a 
3 
g 
a 


asa 
rock... 


SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


ON BUSINESSES am, OCCUPATIONS 
FORM OF LICENCE 
GUBRALTAR SPORTS INC 


ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 
se of ..9108,00.00 


RE, ST KITTS 


yo 


ny other persoe 


Immediate Membership 
(No Fees) 


A Special 10% Bonus - a one- 
time 10% bonus, will be added 
for all new members on your 
initial deposit only. 

Minimum initial deposit $500.00 
Minimum wager $50.00 

We pick up all charges for 
deposits of $500 or more and 
withdrawals of $1000 or more. 
Payouts Monday thru Friday. 
Referral Bonus - you will receive 
10% of the initial deposit of any 
new member that you referred to 
Gibraltar Sports, Inc. 


¢ At Gibraltar Sports, you are a 
valued client, not just a pin #. 


¢ Seasonal special for clients. 


Local Phone: 
1-869-465-0688 


in Canada: 
1-800-863-2904 


cr, 1972 


ia hereby 
RACE AND SPORTS BOOK 
{ December, Xxx. 2000 


, s#..2000 


Gibraltar 


Sports, Inc. 


Guaranteed Withdrawal Program 
Gibraltar Sports, Inc. guarantees any member requesting a 
withdrawal from their account Monday through Thursday 
(noon to 8 PM, EST), that within 48 hours of your 
request, you will (A) receive your check, or (B) you will 
be able to obtain a FedEx tracking number, confirming 
that your package is in Fed Ex’s hands — and is on its 
way to you!...or Gibraltar Sports, Inc. will pay you 
double the amount requested! 


“We always pay... 
and you can bet on it” 


“Service is the secret to our success” 


by the ’ 
Government ° 
of St. Kitts 


and Nevis 


FOOTBALL Why join us... 
¢ Teasers—6—6-1/2—7 points Sides or 1. Guaranteed withdrawal program 
Totals (Pro or College) ; 2. Licensed, confidential, safe & 
e oe praia) team 10 point teasers (Sides secure 
or To oe" 
Se ee ee Ne 
BASKETBALL deposits and withdrawals 


e Teasers 4 and 5 points Sides or Totals 4. You always talk to a live operator 
(Pro or College) 5. You are under no pressure to play 

e Money Lines on ALL NFL, NBA or 6. All deposits of $500 or more and 
College games 10 Points or less. withdrawals of $1000 or more we 

BASEBALL pick up charges 

¢ 10 cent line—Visiting, Home or Listed 7. Football lines up on Monday 


Pitchers available 8. We always stay open until the last 
e 2-3-4 team parlays available on all game 


Sports (Sides or Totals) 9. We are here to service the client 
e Future wagers on the 4 major sports 10% Bonus for new members only 
e Courteous, Professional Staff . We always pay our customers and 
© State of the Art computers and you can bet on it. 

recording system 


For a free brochure or to join...Western Union or Federal Express...call: 


1-888-656-7536 


100 Liverpool Row, Basseterre, St. Kitts 


IT IS THE INDIVIDUAL’S RESPONSIBILITY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THESE SERVICES ARE PERMITTED UNDER THE LAWS OF ONE’S OWN JURISDICTION. 


COACHING CHANGES FOR 2000 


ARMY 

Out: Bob Sutton (44-55-1, nine years) — Army's move to Conference USA in 1998 was Sutton’s undoing. 

In: Todd Berry — Rebuilt Division I-AA Illinois State, where he was hired by current Army AD Rick Greenspan. 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Out: Dick Flynn (30-37, six years) — He won the MAC in 1994 .... then had five straight losing seasons. 

In: Mike DeBord — Spent the past eight seasons with Michigan, the last three as offensive coordinator. 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 

Out: Rick Rasnick (20-34, five years) — Had some good players (Charlie Batch, LJ. Shelton), not enough wins. 
In: Jeff Woodruff — Don James’ son-in-law coached at Washington, most recently at Arizona. 

HOUSTON 

Out: Kim Helton (24-53, seven years) — Seven-win season (his second winning record) wasn't enough. 

In: Dana Dimel — Cougs get a young coach (37) from Wyoming with personality and passing tendencies. 
IDAHO 

Out: Chris Tormey (33-23, five years) — Led alma mater to league title, leaves to help Nevada move to WAC. 
In: Tom Cable — Returns to alma mater after spending last season as Colorado's offensive coordinator. 

LSU 

Out: Gerry DiNardo (32-24-1, five years) — Won bowls his first three years, slid to 6-15 in last two seasons. 
In: Nick Saban — Jumped at the chance to bolt Michigan State and make $1.2 million per year. 

MICHIGAN STATE 

Out: Nick Saban (34-24-1, five years) — Left green of Michigan State for greener pastures at LSU. 

In: Bobby Williams — Selection of MSU associate head coach a popular choice with players, fans, recruits. 
NEVADA 

Out: Jeff Tisdel (23-21, four years) — Fired after 3-8 season, he landed at Sierra College. 

In: Chris Tormey — Idaho coach jumps to team joining the WAC (not Sun Belt, like Idaho). 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Out: Mike O'Cain (41-40, seven years) — Coming up one-yard short vs. North Carolina spelled doom for O'Cain, 


In: Chuck Amato — Florida State assistant was a player and defensive coordinator for the Wolfpack. 

TEXAS TECH 

Out: Spike Dykes (82-67-1, 13 years) — The 61-year-old coach called it quits on his own terms. 

In: Mike Leach — Offensive whiz kid leaves Oklahoma for first college head coaching job. 

TULSA 

Out: Dave Rader (49-80, 12 years) — Fired in late October amid eighth straight losing season. 

In: Keith Burns — Defensive guru had quality stints at Rice, Southern California, and, most recently, Arkansas, 
UTAH STATE 

Out: Dave Arslanian (7-15, two years) — Aggies had quick hook due to low attendance, lots of losses. 

In: Mick Dennehy — Was a Division |-AA success, going 39-12 in four years at Montana. 

UTEP 

Out: Charlie Bailey (19-53-1, 6 years) — Resigned at 59 after long struggle trying to build lowly program. 
In: Gary Nord — Upgraded UTEP’s offense from 97th to 43rd in the past three seasons as coordinator. 
WYOMING 

Out: Dana Dimel (23-12, three years) — Another stepping stone coach in Laramie, this one bolts to Houston, 
In: Vic Koenning — Cowboys moved quickly to appoint Koenning, formerly defensive coordinator. 


Scoring increased 20 points per game. 
For a once-powerful program that hasn't 
won a conference title since 1987, 7-5 felt 
like heaven. 

“You tend to get more attention on 
offense,” Leach said. “A lot of people 
want to throw the ball. Sometimes the 
quarterback gets a lot of attention. As a 
result, the coaches on that side of the ball 
do, too.” 

Coaching initially was a lark for Leach. 
While working as a law clerk in Los Ange- 
les, he wanted to give coaching a try. 
Leach had blown through Brigham Young 
in four years and Pepperdine Law School 
in three when he came up for air in 1986. 

“| didn’t want to get old and say, ‘Gee, 
| should have tried coaching,’ ” Leach 
said. “I figured I'd coach for a year or two 
and go back and be an attorney. | got the 
coaching bug real fast.” 

Leach's detour has lasted 11 years and 
counting. There were stops at Cal Poly-San 
Luis Obispo, College of the Desert and 
professional football in Finland before lowa 
Wesleyan. 

That will humble you. But it beat the 
alternative. As a law clerk, Leach once 
helped a Hell’s Angel sue to run with the 
Olympic torch in 1984. 

“There was the person who blew a fuse 
and killed her family and burned down the 
house,” Leach said recalling some of his 
more “interesting” cases. 

“There were a couple of guys from 
South Central Los Angeles who had been 
busted for stealing a car. They went down 
to UCLA and carjacked a couple. Some- 
how they decided the best thing to do 
was execute both of them so they would- 
n't violate probation. 

“Am | utilizing my law degree? Proba- 
bly not.” 

Who cares. In comparison, staring 
down Nebraska's defense is a pleasant 
alternative — and even better-paying. 


top five offensive linemen in Ohio. So much for good ol’ Ohio 
State. 

“People said, ‘You can’t run that offense against corner- 
backs at this level,’ ” Leach said. "But you go to another level and 
the receivers are at a higher level. It puts the ball in a lot of differ- 
ent people's hands. Whether you've got the best players or not, 
it gives you a chance." 

Leach was so good at fooling defenses that he stayed only 
three years at Kentucky before being offered the offensive coordi- 
nator job at Oklahoma. 

“| think they were cheering first downs there before Mike 
arrived,” Mumme said. 

They were begging him to stay by the end of last season. 
Behind Josh Heupel’s arm, Oklahoma became one of only two 
teams in the country to have six players catch at least 20 passes. 
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In many ways, Leach is still the easy-going guy who grew up in 
Cody, Wyoming. He wears his trademark windbreaker and can be 
seen scarfing down a bagful of burgers at lunch just to save time. 
Considering Leach’s hat trick — Valdosta State, Kentucky 

and Oklahoma — Texas Tech will expect instant results. They just 
might get it. Leach immediately landed highly touted quarterback 
Jason Winn from Granada Hills (Calif.) High School. 

“You've got to figure out what your identity is,” Leach said. 

“Nebraska and various teams run the ball. Coach (Barry) 
Switzer had his identity with the wishbone, | felt like | was an 
offensive guy. A lot of people have said the most important part 
of football is defense and that's probably true, but | was geared 
more toward offense.” 

And so, it seems, is the rest of college football. Hl 
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Gillian Brinegar 
Oregon 
Duck fans will miss 
seeing Gillian’s 
cheering talents 
displayed on the 
sidelines come 
next fall. A native 
of Salem, Gillian is 
a recent graduate 
of the University 
of Oregon with 
a degree in 
journalism. 
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Rainie 
Guzman 
Louisiana State 
University 
Tiger fans have 
enjoyed cheering 
along with Rainie 
Guzman, who 
served as the 1999- 
2000 captain for 
the Louisiana State 
pom squad — 
Golden Girls. Rainie 
spends her free time 
dancing, jogging 
and reading. This 
senior education 
major hails from 
Lutcher and is a 
member of Phi Mu 
sorority. 
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Claire Hart 
TCU 


This TCU Showgirl is in her rookie 
season as a Horned Frog cheerleader. 
Claire is an e-commerce and marketing 
major, who enjoys dancing and spend- 

ing free time with her Delta Delta Delta 
sorority sisters. 


PHOTO BY RON KOVACH 


Emily McKinney 
Oklahoma State 
During the week, she 
stays busy as a member 
of several academic and 
social organizations. On 
Saturdays in the fall, 
Emily spends her free 
time on the sideline 
cheering for the Cow- | 
boys. Among this dental 
hygiene major’'s list of 
activities are Kappa 
Alpha Theta social 
sorority, Phi Eta 
Sigma honor society, 
Golden Key national 
honor society and OSU 4 
President's Leadership 
Council. 
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Wendy Simmons 
University of Miami 


Dancing and athletics are 
among Wendy’s 
favorite hobbies, 

and Hurricane 

fans get to see 
both of these 
talents dis- 
played on the 
sidelines each 
fall Saturday. 
A native of Ft. 
Lauderdale, 
Wendy is a 
United 
Cheerleading 
Association 
All-Star, as well 
as an All-State 
Cheerleader. 
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Kristin Rozum 
Northwestern 
This communications stud- 
ies and psychology double 
major is also a Dean's List 
student and Golden Key 
national honor society 
member. Kristin enjoys 
teaching spinning and 
aerobics classes in her 
»\Y) spare time, as well as 
oe taking an active 
», part in College 
Republicans and 
Northwestern 
Law Society. 
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Lindsay Klyce 
University of Alabama 
Hailing from Birmingham, 
Alabama, Lindsay dances on the 
Nationally ranked Crimson 
Cabaret dance team. She is a 
freshman majoring in psychology 
and a member of Delta Delta Delta 
sorority. When she is not dancing 
for the Tide she enjoys snow 
skiing and gymnastics. 
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Baylor 
The Bears might not have celebratéd@ 
a homecoming victory over Colorado 
last season, but Georgetown’s Brynn 
Rutledge reigned at the halftime 
festivities. A 2000 graduate, this 
ele; tary education major was a‘ 
member of several academic and social 
organizations, including Gamma Beta 
Phi, Baylor Students Association, and 
Chi Omega Sorority. 
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Eric Crouch No Longer Has to Share 


A YEAR AGO, you couldn't have blamed Eric Crouch if he had 
a bit of an edge to him as the season began. 

He had outplayed Bobby Newcombe in fall camp, yet New- 
combe was named the Nebraska starting quarterback when the 


season opened. 


There were rumors that Crouch had, 
at least for several hours, quit the team 
upon hearing the news that he was No. 2 
from coach Frank Solich. 

There was talk that he would change 
positions, never to play quarterback 
again. 

There were rumblings that he would 
transfer. 

“It was one thing after another,” 
Crouch said. “Just a whirlwind.” 

The whirlwind down the Nebraska 
plain blew that backup quarterback into a 
tizzy that eventually left him as the Big 
12's co-offensive Player of the Year. 

This season, there are no questions 
about the identity of the Cornhuskers’ 
starting quarterback. The job is Crouch’s 
and Crouch’s alone. No longer is he con- 
sidered second-best at Nebraska. 

He's the best in the Big 12, and one 
of the best in the country. 

With all but one starter returning on 
his side of the ball, Crouch finds himself in 
position to thrive in the Huskers’ multiple, 
option-based offense. Everything — team 
chemistry, most importantly — is set. 

“Everyone knows his role on this 
team this year,” Crouch said, “which 
really helps out as far as tension.” 

To say there was tension in the 
Nebraska program early last fall would be 
an understatement. The Newcombe- 
Crouch situation was ripe fodder for daily 
speculation, as was the controversy sur- 
rounding disgruntled I-back DeAngelo 
Evans (who was dismissed from the 
team), and both issues wore on Solich in 
his second season as head coach. 

Crouch began the season backing up 
Newcombe, seeing significant playing 
time but not enough to say that the 
Huskers were truly rotating quarterbacks. 

When Crouch was on the field at 
quarterback the first two games, against 
lowa and California, it seemed as if the 
offense clicked. It quickly became evident 
that Crouch was superior at running the 
option. Newcombe, on the other hand, 
either played tentatively or he tried to 
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force things, as if he were looking over 
his shoulder. 
A full-blown quarterback controversy 


had started, and something had to give. 

Before the third game, Newcombe 
approached Solich about switching to 
wingback. Solich obliged, willingly. 
Crouch was now the man. 

And now Crouch is the man more 
than ever at quarterback, with Newcombe 
serving as the team’s big-play guy at 
wingback. 

“The big thing | had to tell myself was 
that | had to be patient and make oppor- 
tunities when given the chance,” Crouch 
said. “I went out against lowa for a cou- 
ple of series and made some great plays, 
plays that I'd see on the highlight reel all 
year. The same thing with the game 
against California. | had to make the best 
of it because | wasn’t the starter at the 


time. It was a chance for me to go out 
and prove myself.” 

Crouch began building his case in the 
42-7 win over lowa by scoring three 
touchdowns after entering the game for 
the first time midway through the second 
quarter. On one of his runs, he flattened 
cornerback Mikkel Brown for one of the 
aforementioned highlight-reel plays. 

In the following week's 45-0 win over 
California, Crouch ran for two touch- 
downs, passed for another ... and even 


caught a 60-yard touchdown 
pass from Newcombe. 

When Crouch was named 
the starting quarterback for 
the Southern Mississippi game, the 
atmosphere around the team changed. 

“When the quarterback controversy 
ended,” said offensive lineman Russ 
Hochstein, “it lifted a lot of pressure off 
those guys. Then you got to see how 
good they could play — Eric at quarter- 
back and Bobby at wingback — and peo- 
ple quit worrying about it.” 

Crouch struggled in his first start, 
a 20-13 victory over Southern Miss, but 
he seemed to get better each week. 

He was at his best in the biggest 
games: 


He passed for a career-high 204 
yards in a 24-20 loss at Texas. 

* He rushed for 137 yards and passed 
for 95 in a 37-0 shutout of Texas A&M. 

* He ran for 158 yards in a 41-15 win 
over Kansas State. 

* He ran for 123 yards, plus the game- 
winning touchdown run, in a 33-30 over- 
time win at Colorado. 

The 6-1, 195-pounder out of Omaha's 
Millard North High School finished as the 
nation’s No. 2 rushing quarterback (889 
yards) and the national leader for rushing 

touchdowns by a quarterback (16). He 
threw only four interceptions while com- 
pleting 83 of 160 passes (51.9 percent) 
for 1,269 yards. 

“This year it’s going to be a lot easier 
that first game, starting and knowing that 
it’s a leadership role I’m going to be 
playing,” Crouch said. “Last year, | felt as 
if | had to build myself into a leader.” 

Crouch quickly earned the respect of 
his teammates. A fierce competitor, 
Crouch is not one to shy from contact. 

Remember the Kansas State game in 
1998 when Wildcat linebacker Travis 


Ochs grabbed Crouch’s facemask and 
completely twisted the quarterback’s 
head around? There was no flag thrown, 
but Crouch popped right back up and 
continued to lead a Nebraska comeback 
attempt that fell short. 

Hochstein recalled a number of other 
instances in which Crouch was hit so hard 
that the linemen could feel it. 

“It says a lot to a lineman to know his 
quarterback is willing to take pain,” 
Hochstein said. “He wants the ball, he 
wants to be around the ball and he loves 
the excitement and action of a game. You 


the Nebraska QB Job 


have to respect a guy who's willing to put 
it all out there. Even if you miss your 
block, he’s still willing to pound it in there 
and get an extra yard or two.” 

That’s not to say Crouch is indestruc- 
tible. He received a medical hardship his 
first year on campus (1997) after having 
surgeries to remove bone spurs and to 
repair a torn posterior cruciate ligament in 
his left knee. As a redshirt freshman in 
1998, when he was a backup to New- 
combe, he missed one game with a ham- 
string pull and three more with a hip 
pointer. 

Last season Crouch played with a sore 
right (throwing) shoulder. He underwent 
arthroscopic shoulder surgery after the 
31-21 Fiesta Bowl win over Tennessee 
and had only limited contact in spring 
practice. 

Crouch was bothered to varying 
degrees by the shoulder for most of last 
season. 

“We still ran him,” Solich said. “At 
times it irritated him, but never to the 
point where we felt he was in danger of 
not playing. When you ask as much of a 


BY ERIC OLSON 


quarterback as we do, there always is a 
concern that he might not come out 100- 
percent healthy. We once ran him 27 
times (against K-State), and to hold up as 
well as he did was really great.” 

To protect his shoulder, Crouch saw 
only mild contact in spring practice, which 
was no major concern to Solich. 

“Eric doesn’t have to prove anything 
to us,” said Solich, who used Crouch’s 
limited availability as an opportunity to 
develop a backup quarterback. 

That Crouch wasn’t allowed to start on 
merit was one of the great mysteries early 


last season. Newcombe had quarter- 
backed the team at the start of the 1998 
season and was outstanding. But he suf- 
fered a knee injury and was never the 
same, appearing in a total of only six 
games. Meanwhile, Crouch was among 
the quarterbacks who filled in while New- 
combe was out. 

Newcombe missed 1999 spring ball 
after having reconstructive knee surgery, 
returning in fall camp. Crouch appeared to 
perform better than Newcombe in the 
hotly contested quarterback race during 
preseason practices and scrimmages. Still, 
Newcombe was named the starter head- 
ing into the season, partly because of 
Solich’s rule that says a player doesn’t 
lose his position after coming back from 
an injury. 

Crouch, after being told the news, 
drove back to Omaha to visit with his high 
school coach, and there were reports that 
Nebraska receivers coach Ron Brown, who 
recruited Crouch, tracked him down at 
Millard North. 

The hot rumor was that Crouch had 
quit and that Brown followed Crouch to 
Omaha to talk him out 
of it. 

Crouch insists that he 
never quit and only was 
seeking counsel when he 
went to visit his high 
school coach. 

“I never thought about 
quitting at all,” Crouch 
said. “I just thought about 
how I was going to bea 
participant on this team 
and what my role would 
be, as a quarterback or as 
a receiver or wherever 
the coaches were going 
to use me. | just wanted 
to be used.” 

Crouch said he knew his time would 
come. 

“Everybody deals with adversity,” he 
said. “The way | handled it was to take my 
frustration out and some of my emotions 
out on the field. A lot of times when | did 
that, good things happened.” 

Crouch still carries that emotion onto 
the field, even though his job as starting 
quarterback, for the first time, is safe. 

“Experience has taught me that you 
can never be comfortable with your posi- 
tion,” he said. “You have to play as if 
someone could take it away.” i 


et's see, now. There’s Jacksonville 

Jaguar coach Tom Coughlin, quoted 

as saying Notre Dame was his dream 
job. There’s Texas Christian coach Dennis 
Franchione, one of the hot coaches with 


career rungs left to climb. There’s Barry 
Alvarez, considered one of the best 


NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


business owner in South Bend last fall put 
the words “Start Packin’ Bob” in lights. 
Check out the Internet. The truth’s 
graveyard has been a favorite home for peo- 
ple whose full-time job seems to be finding 
reasons for Notre Dame to fire Davie. 
But remember that Notre Dame 


approachability when he took over for 
Holtz, has transformed into a man metic- 
ulous with every word. 

He waited for several days before 
commenting on the light sanctions 
handed down last winter by the NCAA. 
He did not comment on Wadsworth’s 


Davie, Irish Face a Tough Task Early 


coaches in modern Big Ten history after 
leading Wisconsin to three Rose Bowl 
titles in the past decade. There’s Florida's 
Steve Spurrier, rumored to have told a 
friend just how much he would love to 
coach at Notre Dame. 

Then there’s Oregon’s Mike Bellotti, 
Navy's Charlie Weatherbie, Purdue's Joe 
Tiller, ABC-TV's Terry Bowden ... name an 
upwardly mobile coach and he has proba- 
bly been the subject of a Notre Dame 
football coaching rumor since the end of 
last season. 

Meanwhile, the man clinging tenu- 
ously to the job, Bob Davie, works 
through the whispers. A 5-7 record in 
1999 gave Davie a 21-16 overall mark in 
three seasons under the Golden Dome, 
with two years remaining on his original 
deal and three left on the extension the 
university awarded him before last fall. 

Check out the signs in the yards. One 


ata glance 


1999: 5-7 Overall 

COACH: Bob Davie — At Notre Dame and 
Overall: 21-16, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 7 Offense, 
5 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18 Julius Jones, 
OB Arnaz Battle, S Tony Driver, K Nick 
Setta, DE Grant Irons 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Four offensive 
line starters necessitate return to power 
football. Receiving corps is deep and tal- 
ented. Defensive strength lies in pass-rush- 
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reneges on its written contracts about as 
often as England changes queens, not that 
that will quell the speculation. Especially 
not after Notre Dame forced a resignation 
last winter on the man who hired Davie 
and gave him the contract extension — 
athletic director Michael Wadsworth. 

The replacement, former Arizona 
State athletic director Kevin White, has 
maintained a public position of neutrality. 
But all Notre Dame fans remember that 
only 17 months after Wadsworth took 
over in 1995, Lou Holtz was mumbling 
something about leaving because it was 
the right thing to do. White started on the 
job last April. That would make Davie’s 
possibie departure November, 2001, if 
you have 17 months in the office pool. 

Such rampant, unsubstantiated spec- 
ulation permeates through the Notre 
Dame football program. Davie, a coach 
known for his easy-going manner and 


ing potential of Irons and Tony Weaver. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Secondary 
remains untested and weak at cornerback. 
Anew kicker, Setta, has promise if not expe- 
rience. Schedule is a killer, especially early. 

OVERVIEW: With a new quarterback and 
a suspect secondary, it seems unrealistic to 
expect too many big things. If they start 4- 
1, expect a New Year's Day bowl. Davie 
needs at least eight victories to stave off 
people clamoring for his job. And that 
may not even do it. 


departure until several days later. He 
chose not to attend the press conference 
announcing White's hiring because he 
said he didn’t want to be a distraction. 

Understand that when a Notre Dame 
football coach says he prefers paper to plastic 
at the grocery store, it’s news in South Bend. 

So imagine the local outcry last spring, 
when Davie not only closed spring prac- 
tices to the media, but also banned his 
players from talking at all to reporters. And 
this was April, five months from the Sept. 2 
season opener against Texas A & M. 

The famous tunnel leading out of the 
Notre Dame locker room has become 
a path to a bunker out of which Davie's 
thoughts seem to originate. That mentality 
makes the most cynical fans wonder if 
Davie's fear of making a public misstep 
will translate into his game plans. 

It's a fair question, but they're all fair 
questions after a disastrous 5-7 season 
that began with all the coincidental corre- 
lations between third-year Irish coaches 
Ara Parseghian, Dan Devine and Lou 
Holtz and national championships in '66, 
RULE OS was 

Everybody forgot to mention what 
happened to Terry Brennan (2-8), Joe 
Kuharich (5-5) and Gerry Faust (7-5) in 
their third seasons. 

As this season begins, Davie is like 
the guy washing windows on the outside 
of the Empire State Building. If he allows 


SENIOR STRONG SAFETY TONY DRIVER, WHO 
STARTED AT SAFETY AS A SOPHOMORE BUT 
SWITCHED TO TAILBACK LAST YEAR, MISSED 

MOST OF LAST SEASON AFTER VIOLATING 
UNIVERSITY RULES REGARDING CURFEW. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


2000 


GHTING4RISH RECRUITING 


Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Name / Position HOMETOWN 


BIBLE, Garron RB 5-10, 185 Kingwood, TX Kingwood 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 District Offensive Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had 1,516 yards rush- 
ing and 18 touchdowns on 220 carries # Had 10 receptions for 145 yards and one touchdown, 


BUDINSCAK, Kyle DL 65, 250 Bridgewater, NJ Raritan 

All-County @ County Defensive Player of the Year @ Had 69 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks, seven quarterback 
hurries, one fumble recovered and one blocked kick as a senior @ Had 11 receptions for 185 yards and one 
touchdown as a fight end. 


CLARK, Jared QB 6-4, 220 Sarasota, FL Cardinal Mooney 

Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Southemn 100 @ Rated No. 62 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times As 
a senior, completed 89 of 151 passes for 1,372 yards and 17 touchdowns Hod 741 yards rushing and 10 
touchdowns on 109 carries @ Hod 10 tackles, three quarterback sacks, one fumble caused and one fumble 
recovered 


COUUNS, Jerome WR 6-4, 200 Warrenville, IL Wheaton-Warrenville S. 
Detroit Free Press Best of the Midwest @ All-State @ Three-year starter @ Had 35 receptions for 450 yards and | 
five touchdowns as a senior # Returned a kickoff 93 yards for a touchdown # Returned o punt 63 yards for a 
touchdown # Had 40 tackles, four quarterback sacks and six tackles for loss in last four games at outside line- | 
backer. | 
| 
CRAWFORD, Lorenzo WR 5-11, 175 Prospect Park, NJ Paterson Catholic 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ County Offensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, 
had 37 receptions for 858 yards and 14 touchdowns @ Had 362 yards rushing and six touchdowns @ Returned 
four kicks for touchdowns # Member of basketball, track and swimming teams. 


CURRY, Derek LB 6-4, 225 Sealy, TX Seely 
USA Today honorable mention All:American @ Dallas Morning News and Houston Chronicle Top 100 @ Dis- 
trict Defensive Most Valuable Player @ Helped team to state championship game @ Three-year starter, 


DUFF, Vontez RB 61,175 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 

The Sporting News ranked No. 12 player nationally # Chicago Sun-Times rated No. 61 player nationally # 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Morning News Top 100 @ As a senior, had 1,145 yards rushing and 12 | 
touchdowns @ Returned two punts for touchdowns @ Threw two touchdown passes out of the backfield 


ELAM, Abram Q8/DB 6-1, 190 Riviera Beach, FL Cardinal Newman 
Had 18 tackles on defense as a senior # Hod 900 yards passing and 13 touchdowns @ Hod 500 yards rushing 
and 12 touchdowns @ Member of basketball team, 


GOOLSBY, Mike LB 6-4, 225 Joliet, IL Catholic 

Parade All-American # USA Today second-team All-American @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Mom- 
ing News Top 100 Gatorade Illinois Player of the Year # Twoxtime All-Stale @ Helped team to state champi- 
onship @ As a senior, had 74 tackles, including 64 solo, 13 quarterback sacks, 22 tackles for loss, eight fumbles 
| caused and four fumbles recovered @ Had 100 tockles and nine quarterback sacks as a junior 


AWOOKATTHEHGHTINGARIGH 


RESULTS 


(5- 7) ___ PASSING Sept. 2 Texas A&M 
Att Comp Yarpos Pct TD Int 
48 — Kansas 13 | Jackson 316 184 2753 58.2 17 14 Sept. 9 Nebraska 
== Battle 15 7 84 467 0 1 
22 ~~ Michigan 26 Ruachaa Sept. 16 Purdue 
23 Purdue 28 NAME No Yaros __Avc Sept. 23. at Michigan State 
Nr Fisher 156 783 5.0 55 5 | 
13 Michigan State 23 Jackson 140 AGAR OGT A Ole eZ I| | Oct. 7 — Stanford 
Jones 75 375 31.3 37 3 
34 Oklahoma 30 Driver 49 187.267 14 4 | Oct. 14 vs. Navy* 
48 Arizona State 17 RECEIVING 
ViGSeLLMIAGETIN GE ELTD Oct. 21 at West Virginia 
25 Southern California 24 : 7 7 aaa | 
rown 6 16.9 4 i 
28 Navy 24 Getherall 35 436 12.5 58 3 SR eee INE DoS 
Nelson 23 395 17.2 45 0 
14 Tacsiesean 38 re 73 Sy Se 5 Nov. 11 Boston College 
27 Pittsburgh 37 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 18 — at Rutgers 
Tacktes: Sanders 91; Denman 89; Jefferson 77; Cooper 70. | 
29 Boston College 3] Interceptions: Harper 4; Sanders 3; Cooper 2. | Nov. 25 at USC 
QB Sacks: Bryant 4; Irons 4; Boiman 2; Wisne 2. | ee: 
37 Stanford 40 | Tacktes For Loss: Sanders 10; Denman 9; Byrant 6; Harper 4. | Citrus Bowl, Orlando, FL 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SIZE HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CoueGe 
HOUDAY, Carlyle QB 6-2, 190 San Antonio, TX Roosevelt 

Dallas Morning News and Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 @ Had 719 yards passing as o senior @ Hod 
876 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns on 100 carries @ Four-sport letterman. 


Name / Posmion 


JACKSON, Preston DB 5-10, 172 Brandon, FL Tampa Hillsborough 
Helped team to regional championship game # As a senior, had 57 tackles and five interceptions # Retumed 
one punt and one kickolf for touchdowns @ Had 41 tackles, seven interceptions and 15 passes broken up as a 
junior @ Started at point guard for basketball team. 


JENKINS, Omar WR 6-2, 180 Dallas, TX Jesuit 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Moming News Top 100 @ All-State @ League Most Valuable Player # 
Had 45 receptions for 811 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


LOVECCHIO, Matt QB 63, 200 Franklin Lakes, NJ Bergen Catholic 

| USA Today honorable mention All-American # Dallas Moming News and Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 
@ Rated No. 2 player in New Jersey by Nework Star-Ledger # All-State @ Led team fo state championship As 
@ senior, completed 94 of 160 passes for 1,503 yards and 17 touchdowns @ Had 302 yards rushing and two 
touchdowns @ Had 3,400 career passing yards and 48 touchdowns # Started for basketball team. 


PALMER, Billy TE 6-3, 250 Wyntree Heathrow, FL Lake Highland Prep 
Had eight receptions, including one for a touchdown, as a senior # Hod 50 tackles at defensive end @ Standout 
rugby ployer. | 


PAULY, Greg DL 6-6, 275 Waukesha, WI South 

Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 69 player nationally by The Sporting News # 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Moming News Top 100 @ Deiroit Free Press Best of the Midwest @ Wis- 
consin Defensive Player of the Year # Two-time All-State @ Offensive and defensive starter since freshman sea- 
son Asa senior, had 40 solo tackles, 65 assists, 17 quarterback sacks, 20 tackles for loss, two interceptions 
and two fumbles recovered @ Set school record with 31 coreer quarterback sacks @ Three-year starter on bas- 
ketball team, 


RODAMER, Ronnie WR 6-4, 185 Morgantown, WY Morgantown 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Gatorade West Virginia Player of the Year All-State # Had 
35 receptions for 660 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior Had 30 tackles and three interceptions at free 
safety As a junior, had 38 receptions for 961 yards and nine touchdowns. 


SAPP, Jason LB 63, 230 Bridgeport, CT Notre Dame 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State # As a senior, had 92 tackles, eight quarterback sacks 
cand three interceptions at linebacker # Had 28 receptions for 389 yards and three touchdowns at fight end. 


WITHERSPOON, Jovan WR 6-4, 205 Fort Wayne Bishop Luers 

Detroit Free Press honorable mention Best of the Midwest @ All-State # Helped team to state championship # 
Had 69 receptions for 1,140 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior @ Led Indiana in interceptions with nine @ 
Retumed six kicks for touchdowns, but had five called back for penalties. 


SCHEDULE 
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himself to realize how far he has to fall, he’s in trouble. So he just 
won't look down. 

“IT remember when Lou was here,” Davie says. “I remember 
Lou going through the same thing. His record was a lot better 
than mine, but it was always: "Who's going to be the next head 
coach at Notre Dame?’ When you coach at a place like this, that’s 
going to be part of it. 

“You don’t focus on that stuff. | try to control the things | can 
control. There’s no question there’s a little bit of a bunker mental- 
ity. You can’t read the newspaper; you can’t subject yourself to 
what's being said on the outside. 

“Everyone’s human. If you hear things, it’s going to affect 
you. But if you get caught up in everything that is being said 
about you, you're being selfish to the players and the coaches 
in this program. 

“If you do, you're going to be in the tank all the time. You 
won't be able to control the situation. If you really have a big ego 
and all you care about is yourself, you probably pay more atten- 
tion to those outside factors.” 

The first job that looks more like a career for Davie is fixing 
the Notre Dame defense. The four-game Irish disintegration last 
November — losses to Tennessee, Pittsburgh, Boston College 
and Stanford — began when the Notre Dame defense dissolved 
like a sugar cube in a cup of coffee. Those four teams averaged 
37 points a game, primarily by picking apart the Irish secondary. 

“Our No. 1 priority, without a doubt, is improving our 
defense,” Davie says. 

But how? The same defensive coordinator since Davie took 
over, Greg Mattison, still will call the shots. The same 4-3 scheme 
will remain in place. Many of the same players return. So? 

“We spent every second since the end of last season looking 
at what we did scheme-wise, personnel-wise, technique-wise,” 
Davie explains. “I would say it was a matter not of what we did 
but how we did it. At the end of the season, we really had a diffi- 
cult time tackling. We had a difficult time in our techniques as far 
as man-to-man coverage in the secondary. Everything will be 
more geared toward the execution and the accountability of our 
players toward each other.” 

Ironically, Davie will count on two players who learned a lot 
about accountability last season to correct the problem. Senior 
strong safety Tony Driver, who started at safety as a sophomore 
but switched to tailback last year, missed most of last season after 
violating university rules regarding curfew. Cornerback Brock 
Williams missed all of last season due to a similar violation. Both 
expect to start in a secondary that should include cornerback Clif- 
ford Jefferson and promising free safety Gerome Sapp. 

Their challenge: Shore up a unit that ranked 82nd in the coun- 
try last year, giving up an average of 241 yards a game. 

“When you give up a lot of big plays on defense, it’s hard to 
just maintain that passion,” Davie says. 

The secondary may improve its precision quicker, of course, 
if the defensive front seven supplies more passion. Nothing 
makes a cornerback cover better than a good pass rush, a fact 
returning linemen Grant Irons and Tony Weaver know all too well. 

Those two potential all-star candidates may see plenty of dou- 
ble-teaming, opening up the rush lanes for guys like tackle Lance 
Legree, end Darrell Campbell and possibly incoming freshman end 
Greg Pauly, a player expected to make an immediate impact. 

The linebackers figure to include the underrated Anthony Den- 
man, junior Rocky Boiman and probably Tyreo Harrison or Carlos 
Pierre-Antoine, making the Irish long on speed, but short on size. 
But in Davie's ideal defense, only the size of the collision matters. 


NOTRE DAME HAS GREAT BACKFIELD DEPTH, INCLUDING TONY 
FISHER WHO STARTED MOST OF LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


“If you break our defense down, it’s going to start with pass 
defense,” Davie says. “I’m much more optimistic, probably since 
I've been at Notre Dame, in the athleticism we have in the sec- 
ondary and throughout the defense.” 

That athleticism on defense may have to carry the Irish while 
new quarterback Arnaz Battle gets used to taking snaps while the 
rest of the college football world presses its nose to the glass. 
Battle takes over for Jarious Jackson and, besides the defensive 
secondary that worries Davie, represents the biggest unknown 
concerning the football season. 

If games were won Monday through Thursday, then Notre 
Dame would be unbeaten and Battle would be an All-American. 
But the quarterback who makes coaches rave in practice has yet 
to do anything in a game good enough to erase memories of a 
terrible outing against USC in place of the injured Jackson at the 
end of the 98 season. 

“Whether you call it decision-making or just the mechanics 
or releasing the ball quickly, that’s something we've constantly 
worked on with him since his freshman year,” Davie says. “I think 
he’s improved on that.” 
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OTRE DAME: 


FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


Bernard Akaty SE sk 510180 Logos, Nigeria 
Nel Ambon OT So 67 295 _litleon, CO 
Amaz Botle Bk «G1 218 Shreveport A 
Joson Bedstrom CB So 510 190 Toba,0K 
Jordon Block OT kk 66 310 owt, 1X 
Rocky Boman OB k 6&4 240  Gncinnati, OH 
Anthony Bronnn = sBS Sr SO. 215 Cedor Grove, NI 
Dorrell Compbell DE So &4 275 Sou Hollond, 
John Crowther C ok 62 20 Edo, MN 
Brennan Carfn OT So 68 310 PolmBeoch, FL 
Chad DeBot hk 510 193 Wolo, NY 
Aedkow Dempy -=«sDE=«Sr—=««:2 285 Los Argues, CA 
Brion Dierckman iB o& 61 255 FotWome 
Anthony Demon MSCS: 285. Rk TX 
Don Dykes SS. 195  Hommond, lA 
Tony Driver FS Sr «62215 Levis KY 
Glen Ea SS 62 25 bhi 
Wife = (CCSD Senko AL 
Tony Fer TB ok 62 225  Evdd,OH 
Dwoyne Fronds CB ok =~ 60195 Houston, IX 
Nike Gandy OG S& 64 315 Garland, TK 
Josh Gentile KP So 511199 Phymouh, WI 
Joey Geral Fl «57175 Hoxienda Hghts, CA 
yon Gli OG So 63° 292 Bowe MD 
Dovid Givens Ak 63.217 Humble, 1K 
Gary Godsey So 67 240 Tompa,Al 
Tyreo Harrison WB 2242 Sulphur Springs, TX 
Joey Fldbold P So. 10-190 Conti, VA 
Cedric Hlord NG So 62 295 Arlnglon, TX 
Jabor Holloway TE Sr 63 260_Riverdole, GA 
Terrance Howrd Tok 61195 Willingboro, NI 
Jovin Hunter SE 60 186 Orchard ke, MW 
Gront Irons OF S& 65 275 The Woodlands, TX 
Ron Isreal SS Sr = 60-208 Lawnside, NI 
Cifford Jeferson ® & 59 180 Dols, 1X 

Joy Johnson SE Sr SIL 19) Strkve, MS 
Jim Jones OG Sr 2 310 Chicago Ridge, iL 
Iikus Jones TB So. 510 201 Big Stone Gop, VA 
JW Jordon CS 61275 Brockhm, NY 
Jeremy Jvorez OST 25 Aro, CA 
Ryan Kreger 08 ok 59 178 Souh Bend 
lance Legree oT Sr 6&1 285 St. Sephen, SC 


Pos. Cass Hr. . HOMETOWN 

36 Tom Lopienski Rk «= 245 Hudson, OH 
79° Seon Mahan OT ok 63 288 Tuba, OK 

47 Mike MeNoir FB ie 60 240 Corona del Mar, CA 
35 Dovid Mille Kok SI 191 Granger 

65 Seon Miligon OG So 6A 295 Norcross, GA 
52 Mork Michell OB St 510 220. Memphis, IN 
70. Jn Molinaro 0 6 240 Bethlehem, PA 
89 Gerald Morgan TE dr 6-4 261 Mesquite, X 
74 RobMowd OG S 64 300 Pitsbuegh, PA 
“40 Joson Murray FR ~~ &1_259_Bele Vernon, PA 
2 Don Novokov OB So &t 220 Dats, X 

86 Don O'Leory TE Se 63 260 Westcke, OH 
“2 WionOleniczak == FL Se. S11. 195 Grond Ropids, MI 
35 TmONed B ok 55 170 TroyM 

84 John Owens DE ok «© 63-255 Bowie, WD 
"2 Cos PereAniing Bsr G3.242.—Everet, WA 
24 Albert Poree @ 5-10 191 New Osleans, LA 
54 Ligi foo IBS S10 215 Mecterey Pry, CA 
10 Joe Recender GB/TE S60 222 South Hollond, I 
“95. Ryon Roberts DE 62 25) lowside,N) 
62 Cosey Robin OT S& 67 305  Covingon IA 
56 Pat Ryon WW So 63235 Bilings, MT 
20 Gerome Sopp FS So 60.212 Houston, TK 
45. Matt Sorb S ok 51) 21 tise 

72. Ryon Scorola OG k 65 301 Expen,PA 

93. BJ. Scot DT & «63 290 Broohill 
“13. Nick Seta K/P So 511 175. bodport Ik 
“Bsn Sith FS Se S11 193 St Peersburg, FL 
A) moor Toylor A So 105 Mission, TX 
76 ohn Teasdcle OT S 65 305 Konsos City, MO 
57 sin Thomas OB So 61 245. Spencer, OK 
92. Adom Titble K ok S11 20) Newbie, MI 
75. Kurt Vellers OT S 6&7 310 Whiter, CA 
34 Jacnt Velch FR Se $10 229 Crorbeny Tih, PA 
42. Shane Walton ®t SAN 183 SomDingo, CA 
33 Courtney Wotson WB So) 220. Sovosola, FL 
“98 Anthony Weaver DT J 63. 276 Saratoga Spngs, NY 
1 Brock Willioms CB Se = 510190) Hammond, LA 
94. Andy Wisne OT Ss 63 272 Tdw,0K 

23 Chis Yura FB So S11 211 Morgontown, WV 
61 Mike Zelenka OS BO 225 Bares,OH 
Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 


QB 
1B 
FB 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Arnaz Batlle, Jr/Gary Godsey, So 
Julius Jones, So/Tony Fisher, Jr* 
Tom Lopienski, Jr/Mike McNair, Jr 
Javin Hunter, Jr/Jay Johnson, Sr 
Joey Getherall, Sr*/David Givens, Jr 
Jordan Black, Sr/Neal Ambron, So 
Jim Jones, Sr¥Sean Mahan, Jr 
Jeff Faine, So/Ryan Gillis, So 

Mike Gandy, Sr*/Rob Mowl, Sr 
John Teasdale, Sr*/Kurt Vollers, Sr 
Jabari Holloway, Sr*/Dan O'Leary, Sr 
Nick Setta, So/David Miller Jr 


LE Darrell Campbell, So/Jim Molinaro, So 
NT lance Legree, Sr /B.J. Scott, Sr 
DT — Anthony Weaver, Jr */Andy Wisne, Sr 
RE Grant Irons, Sr */' Ryan Roberts, Jr 
IB.) = Anthony Denman, Sr*/Carlos Pierre-Antoine, Jr 
LB Tyreo Harrison, Jr/Greg Pauley, Fr 
OLB Rocky Boiman, Jr*/Justin Thomas, So 

cB Cliff Jefferson, Jr*/Shane Walton, Jr 
cB Brock Williams, Sr/Albert Poree, So 
FS Tony Driver, Sr/Justin Smith, Sr 
ss Gerome Sapp, So/Ron Israel, Sr 

P Joey Hildbold, So*/Nick Seta, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


f junior cornerback Shane Walton, 

one of spring’s biggest surprises, 

played with more passion, it was 
because he found more purpose. 

The hard way. 

Walton, who came to Notre Dame on 
a soccer scholarship but began playing 
football exclusively last fall, struggled with 
the sudden death of longtime Irish soccer 
coach Mike Berticelli. The loss of the 
popular coach changed many lives in 
South Bend, none more than Walton’s. 

“Everything I do now is dedicated to 
coach Berticelli,” said Walton, a backup 
cornerback. “When I can’t motivate 
myself any more, | think of him and I do it 
for him.” 

At Notre Dame, Berticelli filled a void 
that had long been vacant for Walton. 

“I didn’t have a father while I was 
growing up,” the San Diego native said. 
“Coach Berticelli came into my home and 
became my father-figure. He promised 
my mother he would take care of me and 
he did. 

“Even when I decided to play football, 
the relationship never changed. When I'd 
stop in his office, he’d start teaching me 
football stuff. He cared about me as a per- 
son, not a soccer player.” 

* Sophomore Nick Setta, nagged by 
a sprained ankle all spring, performed 
well enough to earn a look at punter in 
addition to placekicker. The battle will be 
between Setta and returning starter Joey 
Hildbold at punter. 

* Injuries kept projected offensive line 
starters Kurt Vollers (sprained neck) and 
dim Jones (sprained knee) out of spring 
ball. Both are expected back this fall. 

* Trying to improve athleticism at 
linebacker, coaches looked at junior Car- 
los Pierre-Antoine next to big-play senior 
Anthony Denman. Pierre-Antoine rel- 
ished the chance. “I just want to be more 
crisp, make the big plays and play like 
(Denman),” Pierre-Antoine said. 

¢ After much juggling, coach Bob 
Davie settled on Tony Driver at free safety 
and moved promising sophomore 
Gerome Sapp to strong safety. Those two 
players immediately upgrade the athletic 
ability of a Notre Dame secondary that 
got scorched last season. 

— David Haugh 
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know about FOOTBALL, 
at a touch of a button. 


And it’s FREE! 


FOOTBALL SCORES 


Available All Day & Night on Saturday. 


NORTHCOAST SPORTSLINE 
PLAYS OF THE WEEK 


Four plays of the week. 
Every week . . . Absolutely Free! 


LINE UPDATES, INJURY REPORTS 
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THE FAMOUS PHIL STEELE’S 
TRENDS & NOTES! 


Selected angles, system of the week, 
MAJOR MOVES & more! 


GUEST HANDICAPPERS! 
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every day! 

3 Free Issues of the 
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ABZSOLUT BLY NO SALES PRESSURE 

Call 1-800-654-3448 
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this number, you may live in a city 
with one of our local or full service 

lines. Please check the area 
codes on this page. 


NOTRE DAME 


Battle Feels He’s the Best QB for the Irish 


ob Davie signing four quarterbacks 

fo challenge inexperienced starter 

Arnaz Battle was like a guest bring- 
ing pizza to a friend's dinner party. 

It hardly shows confidence in Hg host. 

The host in this case is Battle, who 
lacks the credentials to earn the benefit 
of the doubt in Davie’s mind. Even Bat- 
tle understands that. 

“| can’t knock Coach Davie or any 
of the coaches for that,” the sopho- 
more says. “You just can’t hand a 
position to anyone. Any position on 
the team is open. But | can’t worry 
about the pressure.” 

Battle practiced what he preached 
during spring drills that impressed 
Davie. The fourth-year Notre Dame 
coach knew Battle could run the option, 
but he found out a little more about 
how he could run the team. 

“In his overall command and pres- 
ence, you see improvement,” Davie 
says. “It’s like any time guys are des- 
tined to be backups in ther mind, they 
take on a certain personality. When it’s 
their opportunity to be the starter, you 
see another personality.” 


Of course, the best Notre Dame quarter- 
backs in recent memory (Jackson, Kevin 
McDougal, Tony Rice) have done as much 
damage with their legs as their arms. But it 
does not matter how effective Battle runs 
the option if his blockers do not make room. 

Davie expects improved consistency 
from an offensive line that returns all but 
one starter: tackles Jordan Black and John 
Teasdale, as well as guards Jim Jones and 
Mike Gandy and tight end Jabari Hol- 
loway. The only newcomer, sophomore 
center Jeff Faine, has been projected as a 
future All-American. 

That's good news for a Notre Dame 
backfield that has enough depth to jus- 
tify using a full-house set. Sophomore 
Julius Jones has shown bursts of bril- 
liance, junior Tony Fisher started most 
of last season and junior Terrance 
Howard catches the ball out of the 
backfield well enough to give the Irish 
a third-down threat. Jones likely will 
start, but all will play. 

At fullback, Tom Lopienski looks 
like a guard wearing No. 36, but can 


2000 


The Irish will need all of Battles 
personality and versatility to survive a 
difficult early season schedule. 

The 6-1, 218-pounder, whose 
claim to fame so fo is a 74-yard TD 
jaunt against Kansas in a cameo 
appearance last season, believes in 
his ability to get the Irish to mid- 
terms unscathed. 

“I'm capable,” he says. “People 
might doubt me, but | know I’m capa- 
ble. It takes a quarterback a while to 
get a rhythm, and I’ve never had an 
opportunity to get into that rhythm. All 
| need is the reps.” 

If he gets those reps, he might lose 
his rep as a runner who can’t ae 
and as the guy keeping the seat warm 
for incoming freshman Carlyle Holiday. 

“I'm not worried about them com- 
peting with me,” Battle says of Holiday 
and three other freshmen. “Right now, 
| have to worry about getting myself 
right. Competition is what makes good 
teams great. All competition does is 
push me to another level.” 

Notre Dame coaches hope Battle 
can do the same for the Irish. OQ 


outrun most linebackers. The same is 
true for Mike McNair, who Davie 
swears finally will approach the poten- 
tial he continues to chase. 


T’S A SENSE 

OF URGENCY 

ON ALL OF 
OUR PARTS. ALL OF 


OUR PRIDE — PLAY- 
ERS, COACHES, EVERY- 
ONE’S PRIDE — HAS 
TAKEN A LICKING.” 


Speaking of potential, Notre Dame 
coaches practically drool when scanning the 
depth chart at wide receiver. Holdovers 
Joey Getherall, Javin Hunter, Jay Johnson 
and David Givens will receive pushes from 
freshmen Jovan Witherspoon, Ron Rodamer 


THE IRISH WILL NEED ALL OF BATTLE’S 
PERSONALITY AND VERSATILITY TO SURVIVE 
A DIFFICULT EARLY SEASON SCHEDULE. 
PHOTO BY JOE RAYMOND / SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE 


and Lorenzo Crawford to give Davie per- 
haps the team’s deepest position group. 

With a schedule that begins with five 
straight games against bowl teams Texas 
A&M, Nebraska, Purdue, Michigan State 
and Stanford, Davie knows he has no time 
for potential. Potential, as they say, gets 
coaches fired. Production helps them fin- 
ish their contracts. 

“Looking at it as a fan, it's reality; we 
were 5-7,” Davie says. “But looking at it 
internally, when you break it down, you 
see clearly what the reasons were that 
made you 5-7. It’s not as negative inter- 
nally as it is externally. 

“It's a sense of urgency on all of our 
parts. All of our pride — players, 
coaches, everyone's pride — has taken 
a licking. The only way you're going to 
feel better about yourself is to go win. 
In this profession, the bottom line is: 
What was your record?” 

Wherever he turns on campus, Davie 
only gets reminded of that, oh, every day 
since last November. 

— David Haugh 
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National Schedules 


Sept. 16 at Missouri Oct. 21 at Kansos 
Sept. 2 Buffalo Sept. 23 Notre Dame Oct. 28 Oklohoma State 
Sept. 9 at Cincinnati Sept. 30 Northwestern Nov. 4 at Missouri 
pt 
Sept. 23 ot East Caroline Oct. 7 otlowa Nov. 11 lowo State 
Sept. 30 BYU Oct. 14 Wisconsin Nov. 24 at Nebraska 
Oct. 7 Pittsburgh Oct. 21 at Michigan *Mile High, Denver, CO 
Oct. 14 at Boston College Oct, 28 Illinois 
Oct. 21 Virginia Tech Nov. 4 at Ohio State Avg, 31. Ohi 
Nov. 4 at West Virginia Nov. 11 Purdue Sept 9 UNIV 
nee iW peeps Nov. 18 at Penn State Se ot. \ é ot lw 
ept. at Baylor 
Nov. 25 Rulgers Sept. 2 Louisiana Monroe ras 7 reriwlde 
Sept. 9 Ohio Oct. 14 at Oklahoma State 
Sep!. 2 atNavy Sept. 16 at Baylor Oct. 21 Texas A&M 
1-800-H LID Y sabe er seylugle Sept. 23 at Purdue Oct. 28 Missouri 
Sept. 16 Bowling Green Sept. 30 _ilinois Nov, 4 at Kansas State 
Sept. 23 Eastern Michigan Oct, 7 Penn State Nov. 11 at Colorado 
Sept. 28 West Virginia Oct. 14 at Ohio State Nov. 18 Kansas 
Oct. 7 at Virginio Tech Oct. a at ies 
Oct. 14 at Ruigers Oct. Northwestern 
Od. 21) Miami Nov. 4 at Wisconsin Sepl. 2 at SMU 
Nov. 4 at Boston College Nov. 18 lowa Sort oS sire Hlinoi 
Od. 7 atCle ea a in Sept, 30. of Ollohoma 
at Clem: i eee 
Od. 14 at Noah Caroling Nov. 18 Pittsburgh Aug. 31 Northern Illinois Och. 7” Kansas Stole 
Oct, 28 Florida State ppens rae ™ at Oct. 14 at Missouri 
Nov. 4 at Maryland Aug. gia Tech* Oct. 21 Colorodo 
Sept. 2 The Citadel Nov. 11 pase Sept. 2 Akron Sept. 23 at Wisconsin Oct. 28 Texas Tech 
Sept. 9 Missouri Nov. 18. at Virginio Sept. 7 at East Carolina Sept. 30 at Michigan State Nov. 4 at Nebrasko 
Sept. 16 Woke Forest Nov. 25 Woke Forest Sept. 16 Rutgers oe 7 Indiana Nov. 11 Texas 
Psa cy iy a Sept. 30 at Boston College On 1s pe = Nov. 18 at lowa Stote 
pt. at Duke Oct. 7 Temple ol venneses 
Oct. 7 N.C. State = s Le 7 Oct. 12 West Virginia as evaon Aug. 26 Iowa" 
Oct. 14 Maryland Lisl HCTNOM Oct. 21 at Syrocuse sa at lowa . A 
Oct, 21 at North Carolina Sept. 16 at Duke Oct, 28 Pitburgh Nov. 18. Iilinois rust i farses Tors 
ae a comge Jeet Pe oS Sab ser Nov. 4 at Miami Sep! 23 North Texas 
lov. at Florida State Grivwone Forest Nov. 11 at Central Florida Sept, 2 Fresno Stote ; 
Noy. 18 South Carolina ae Nitin Nov. 25 Virginio Sept. 9 at Arizono er a cs fond 
estat Gliese *BCA Classic Sept. 16 at Miami (OH) Oct 14 Oklohoma 
; i . 
Sept. 2 East Carolina Nov. 9 at Georgia Tech Sept. 23. Penn Stole Oct, 21 Texas Tech 
Sept. 9 ot Northwestern Nov. 18 NC Soe Sept. 2 Boston College os sf es el Oct. 28 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 16 Virginia Nov. 25 at Virginia Tech Sept. 16 Maryland . innesota Nov. 4 lowe State 
: 9 Oct. 21 atlowa 
Sept. 23 at Vanderbilt Sept. 23 Miami Od. 28 Pond Nov. 11 Nebraska 
Sept. 30 Clemson 1 Sept. 28 at Temple N ‘4 Ki hi as Nov. 18 at Missouri 
Oct. 14 at Florida State Sept. 2 Appalachian State Oct. 7 Idaho jak Michigon Stole “Eddie Robinson Classic; Kansas City 
Oct, 21 at Georgia Tech Sept. 9 North Carolina Oct. 12 at Virginia Tech Nov. 11 at Illinois 
Oct. 28 Maryland Sep 1 OL Censon Oct, 21 Notre Dame Store) S NG Sept. 2 Western Illinois 
t ‘rer . L 
et aaa se for tot Se CA cute Sh A 
VV. L. vlale Ps iV. al Rulgers wg. vs. Southern California* : = 
Nov. 18 North Carolina Oct, 14 at Georgio Tech Nov. 18 East Corolina Sept. 2 Toledo Sept. 16. Michigan State 
0 1 d Sept, 30 at Nebraska 
st aati Nov. 24 at Pittsburgh Sept. 9 Louisiana Tech Oct. 7 Oklahoma State 
Aug. 26 vs, BYU* Rink 1" xe ERY Sept. 16 at Pittsburgh Od: 14: -Kateas 
a ; ‘ OW. lorida Sept. 23 at Ohio Stote 
Sept. 9 at Georgia Tech Nov. 18 atN P Oct. 21 at Texas 
Sept. 16 North Carolina AORN Silo cock Ys Purdue Oct. 28 at lowa Stote 
Sept. 23 Louisville Soh eee Nov. 4 Colorado 
Sept. 28 at Maryland Sept. 2 Middle Tennessee Oct. 28 at Indiana oe tl Sl eoiet 
Oct. 7 atMiami Sept. 9 at San Diego Stote Nove lta Nov. 18 Kansas State 
bs IF pase Sept. 16 California Nov. 1] at Michigan 
na 28 REC Sioks Sept. 23 Michigan Nov. 18 Michigan State ome 3 Son Jose State 
Sept. 2 at West Virginia Sept. 30 at Minnesota *Kickolf Classic: East Rutherford, NJ pl. at Notre Dame 
Nov. 4 Clemson Se Oy 
pl. 9 atArmy Oct. 14 lowa Sept. 23 lowa 
es f ane Forest Sept. 23 Navy Oct. 21 at Penn State Sept. 2 Central Michi Sept. 30 Missouri 
“Pick \ Eig P Sept. 30 Virginia Tech Oct. 28 at Michigan State Sia 9 yon © se dr Oct. 7 atlowa State 
igskin Classic; Jacksonville, FL Oct, 7 Connecticut Nov. 4  Indiono pou 16 ie D Oct. 14 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 14 Syracuse Nov. 11 Ohio State SeepsontktnccenG Oct. 21 Baylor 
Aug. 27 at Virginio Tech* Oct. 21 at Pittsburgh Nov. 18 at Northwestern put res Oct. 28 at Oklahoma 
ug 9 9 Sept. 30 at Penn Stat 
Sept. 2 Central Florida Oct, 28 Rulgers Onn, 7 Michigan Nov. 4 Kansas 
Sept. +3 pee State ys a Linas Dome Sept. 9 N.C. Stale Oct, 14 at Northwestern eat y ep nenes Stole 
bai 2] NC 5 Nov. 25. at Miomi Sept. 16 at Kentucky Oct, 21 at Wisconsin : 
Sep 30 malty “Cen f Sept. 23 Cincinnati Oct. 28 Ohio Stote 
ri Sp parts test ws Sept. 30. lowa Nov. 11 at Michigan State Sept. 2 UTEP 
i joke Forest Aug. 31 McNeese State Oct. 7 at Northwestern Nov. 18 Indiono Sepl. 9 Arkansas State 
ot 21 Die Sept. 9 at Washington Oct. 14 at Michigan Sept. 23 Rice 
Nc 2 vouue Sept. 23 at West Virginia Oct. 21 Minnesota Sept. 2 Western Michigan aa ss nes 
it Sept. 30 at Rutgers Oct. 28 Penn State . exas* 
Nov. 18 at Maryland , H Sept. 9 Oregon 
iS at sees are et se 8 Ce et 
*BCA Classic Oct. 28 Louisiana Tech Nov. 18 af Purdue Sata gel Nov. 4 at Baylor 
k ‘sate : Sept. 30 at Michigan 
Nov. 4. Virginia Tech Nov. 11 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 9 Temple Nov. 11 Pittsburgh Teen tye ak Cetin peje ae Nov. 18 Texas Tech 
Sept. 16 ot West Virginia Nov. 18 at Syracuse S 9. 9 Wi a nes Oct. 21 Purdue Nov. 25 at Oklahoma State 
i Nov, 25 Boston College apt estern Michigan "Dallas, TX 
Sept. 23 Middle Tennessee uv Sept. 16 lowo State Oct, 28 atlowa 
Sept. “4 Florida Stote Sept. 23 at Nebraska Nov. 4 Minnesota 
Oct at Virginia Sept. 2 Kent Sept. 30 at Indiona Nov. 11 at Indiono Sept. 9 at Tulsa 
Od. 14 at Clemson Sept. 9 ot Bowling Green Oct. 7 Michigan Stote Nov. 25 ot Hawaii Sra pip be 
Oct. 21 Wake Forest . Sept. 23 Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 16 Penn Stole Oct. 14 atllinois 
Oct. 28 ot Duke : Sept. 30 at Texas 
Sept. 23 Rutgers Oct, 21 Ohio State ytd. 
pi i eee Oct. 7 at Syracuse Oct. 28 Wisconsin os Si sinpsend 
+4 LW ead iadhe ate oe Oct, 21 Boston College Nov. 4 at Penn State ; {area 
Nov. 18 Georgio Tech Oct 28 vias bce hee i Nhiecarte Aug. 31 at North Texas nian a cerry 
lov. lorth Carolina lov. al Minnesota Sept. 16 Minnesota 
Sept. 2 Tulsa Nov, 11 otMiami *Eddie Robinson Classic; Konsas City, MO Sent 23 South Florida ee i tT eso Tech 
Sept. 9 at Wake Forest Nov. 18 at Temple Sept. 30. lowa State Now 25 cae 
Par Me vette Stote Nov. 24 West Virginia Sept. 2 Bowling Green Oct, 7 at Texas Tech en sails 
pl. 2 shal Sept. 9 Ri Oct, 14 Texas A&M *, 
Sepl. 30 Georgia Tech Sept. 2 Villanova Sept. 16 of UCLA Oct, 21 at Nebraska ap 79 einen lacy aie 
Od. 14 N.C. State Sept. 9 Buffalo Sept. 23 at llinois Oct, 28 at Texos leh pia ag 
Oct. 21 Clemson Sept. 16 ot Virginia Tech Sept. 30 Wisconsin Nov. 4 Oklahoma af opel 
Oct. 28 at Virginia Sept. 23 ot Pittsburgh Oct, 7 at Purdue Nov. 11. Missouri Seb 20 eahoins Swe 
Nov. 4 at Pittsburgh Sept. 30. Miami ek 14). Rethona Nov. 18 at Oklahoma State Oct. 7 Oklahoma 
Nov. 11 Marylond Oct. 14 at Colorado 
Oct. 14 Temple Oct, 21 Michigan State 
Nov. 18 at Duk 9 Oct, 21 Missouri 
4 Re Oct. 21 at Navy Nov. 4 at Northwestern Sept. 2 Colorado State* Oct. 28 Baylor 
Oct. 28 at Boston College Nov. 11 Penn Siote Sept. 9 at Southem California > i 
ree ce . Nov. 4 at Texas Tech 
Sept. 2 Arkansas State ney i Weal Nigiatd Nov. 18 at Ohio State ra 16 Washington Nov. 11. ab Kansas 
a 3 ite Nov 25 i Stic, On ° tress AEM Reiners Meat 
Sept. 9 Marshall "Dallas, TX 


Sept. 21 Georgia Tech Oct. 14 Texas 


For reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY or www.holiday-inn.com 


Holiday Inn’ 
We know you want to perform at the highest level when you’re on the road. Thats why 
Holiday Inn® hotels & resorts offers more options for business travelers. Business services that 
keep you in the game include: spacious in-room work areas with dataports and voice mail, 
plus room service. But you also have to make good use of your time outs. So we offer our 


award-winning Best-4-Breakfast® menu, a great meal in our full-service restaurant, a quick 
workout in our fitness center, or a refreshing dip in our pool. 


Plus, score points at any of our more than 1,500 Holiday Inn hotels around the world as a 
member of our hotel rewards program, Priority Club® Worldwide. You can earn points 
redeemable for free nights, airline miles, or brand-name merchandise* 


For reservations call 1-800-HOLIDAY or visit us at www.holiday-inn.com. So find that 
winning edge by getting more at Holiday Inn because, as you know, More Is Better™ 


HOTELS - RESORTS © 


More is Better” 


1-800-HOLIDAY Or call your travel professional. Guests with hearing impairments may call 1-800-238-5544 (TDD only). 


° ° 
www-holiday-inn.com *For complete Priority Club® terms and conditions or to enroll, visit www,priorityclub.com or call 1-800-272-9273. Fitness center and/or voice mail may not be available at 
every hotel. ©2000 Bass Hotels & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved. Most hotels are independently owned and/or operated. 
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National Schedules 


Nov. 4 phn uh Nov. 24 Arizona State Oct. 14 ot Arizona 

Nov. 11 Colorado Stote Oct, 21 Arizona Stote 

Nov. 18 Son Diego State oe ae 5 Oct. 28 at Oregon State 
ug fearing ee Nov. 4 Oregon 

BYU Sept. 16 Colorado State Nov. 11 at Southern Coliforni 

Aug. 26 vs. Florida Stote* Sept. 23 Utah State Nort laiicchient ae 

Pay 2 ot Virginia Sept. 30 eens asf Sai a 

ept. 9 at Air Force Oct. 7 California 

Sept. 14 Mississippi Stote Oct. 14 Washington SEC 

Sept. 23. UNLV Oct. 21 at Washington State —- 

Sept. 30. at Syracuse Oct. 28 Oregon ALABAMA 

Oct. 6 Utch Stote Nov. 4 Southern Col Sept. 2 aot UCLA 

Oct. 21 San Diego Stote Nov. 11 at Stanford Sept. 9 Vonderbilt* 

Oct. 26 Wyoming Nov. 24 ot Arizona Sept. 16 Southern Miss* 


Nov. 2  atColorado Stote 


Sept. 23 at Arkansas 
Now. 18 New Mexico pear atey Sept 30 Soh Corina 1-800-HOLIDAY 
Nov. 25 at Uich Sept. 16 at linois Oct. 14 Mississippi = = 


*Pigskin Classic; Jacksonville, FL Sept: 23 at Fresno Stole pe 2 Sears 
COLORADO STATE Sept, 30 Washington Stote Nov. 4 ot LSU 
Sept. 2 Colorado* Oct. 7 at Arizona State Nev 11 at Mississippi Stote 
Sept. 9 Eost Tennessee Oct, 14 UCLA Ne 18 r b m4 sian 
Sept. 16 at Arizona State Oct. 21 at Washington “Biri hy fo, AL 
Sept. 30 ot Nevada Oct. 28 at Southern Cal pig ve Nov. 1] LSU Sept. 30 Colorado State 
Oct. 7 New Mexico Nov. 4 Oregon State Ly ape 5 Nov. 18 at Georgia a 7 ot UNLV 
Oct, 14 UNLV Nov. 11 ot Oregon pt. issouri State” Nov. 25 Mississippi State *. 14° ot Fresno State 
Oct. 21 at Utoh Nov. 18 Stonford Sept. 16 Boise Stote* Oct, 21 San Jose Stote 
Oct. 28 at Son Diego State Sept. 23 Alabama MISSISSIPPI STATE Oct, 28 ot SMU 
Nov. 2 BYU OREGON Sept. 30 Georgia Sept. 2 ot Memphis Nov. 4 UTEP 
: Sept. 2 Nevoda : Sept. 14 ot BYU . . 
Nov. 11 Ot Air Force . Oct. 7 lovisiono-Monroe , Nov. 11 ot Howoii 
: Sept. 9 at Wisconsin th ; Sept. 23 at South Carolina ; : 
Nov, 16 Wyoming Oct, 14 at South Carolina ihe Nov. 18 Rice 
*Mile High, eer GO = oer Oct, 28 at Auburn Fauigh ete Ace Nov. 25. ot Tulsa 
Nov. 4 Missi ul 
NEW MEXICO Sept. 30 Washington Noy id wich Tene age Oct, 21 of SU RICE 
Sep!. 2 Boise State Oct. 14 at Southern Colifornia Nov. 18 at Mississippi State Oct, 28 Middle Tonnage a n Anes 
Sep!. 9 Oregon State Oct. 21 Arizona Nov. Th Nov. 4 otKentucky pt at Michigon 
Sept. 16 at New Mexico State Oct. 28 at Arizono Stote “idle oh a Nov. 11 Alcboma Sept. 16 Tulso 
Sept. 23 Northern Arizona Nov. 4 at Washington State Nov. 18 Arkonsos Sept. 23 ot Oklohomo 
Sept. 30 Wyoming Nov. 11... Colilornia hee st Woes . Nov. 25 at Mississippi a 30 at San Jose Stote 
ug 2 oS dls Stot 
et * reise State Nov. 18 at Oregon Stote Sept. 9 ot Mississippi SOUTH CAROLINA eh ree icte 
Oct 28 Utch OREGON STATE Sept. 16 {SU Sept. 2 New Mexico Stote Oct 28 ot TCU 
Nai) 4 Son Diego Stote sere ‘ Fae oes Sept. 23 cher ce re onda Nov. 4 SMU 
pt. at New Mexico Sept. 30. Vanderbilt It. ‘astern Michigan 1 
ad 4H eS Sept. 23 San Diego State Oct, 7 at Mississippi Stote Sept. 23 Mississippi Stote ve 18 Sheree 
rs be Sept. 30 Southern California Oct, 14 at Florida Sept. 30 at Alabama 
and ark tn ne en [mo te Oct, 21 Louisiana Tech ns bf Fs oe ~ ihe 
Avg. rizone State 4. fonfor Oct. 28 Arkansas i rkansos ot Nebrasko 
Sout 9 Illinois Oct. 2) ctUClA Nov. 11 Georgio Oct. 21 at Vonderbilt Sept. 9 at Stonford 
9 
a es oe ec Stote Nov. 18 at Aloboma 25 aa lenient om 1 pep ieee . 
ept, at Oregon Sicte 1Ov. at Calitornia FLORIDA ov ct Florica ot Southern Californi 
Oct. 7 atWyoming Nov. 1] at Arizona Sept. 2. Boll Stote Nov. 18 ot Clemson Sept. 30 Rice 
gO Ale Nov, 18. Oregon Sept 9 Middle Tennessee TENNESSEE a Be 
Sehr. es SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Sept. 16 at Tennessee Sept. 2 Southern Miss , 
Oct. 28 Colorado State Oct, 21 of Nevada 
27 vs. Penn Stote* t. 23 Kentuck Sept. 13 Florida 
Nov, 4 ot New Mi Aug uf P Oct. 28 aot Hawaii 
Nov. 18 pala! hn Sept. 9 Colorado Sept, 30 at Mississippi Stote Sept, 23 LovisionoMonroe Nov. 4 TCU 
Reios TAN Sept. 23 San Jose Stote Oct, 7 ISU Sept. 30. ot ISU Now sig cea Take 
. Sept. 30 at Oregon State oh i ssi so a rhea Nov. 25. Fresno Stole 
UNLV Oct. 7 Arizona t, jeorgio” 7 lcboma P 
Sept. 9 atlowa Stole Oct, 14 ee Nov. 4 shtipcred Oct. 28 at South ue oa ae 
Sept. 16 North Texas Oct. 21 at Stanford Nov. 11 South Carolina Nov. 4 atMemphis It. onsos 
Sept. 23 at BYU Oct. 28 California Nov. 18 ot Florida Stote Nov. 11 Arkansas Sept. 9 ot UTEP 
Sept. 30 Air Force Nov. 4 at Arizona State "Jacksonville, FL Nov. 18 Kentucky Sept. 16 at N.C. Stote 
Oct, 7 Nevoda Nov. 1] Washington State GEORGIA Nov. 25 at Vanderbilt Sept, 23 Tulane 
Oct. 14 at Colorado Stote Nov. 18 otUCLA Sept, 2 Georgia Southern VANDERBILT Sept. 30 at Houston 
Oct. 21 Wyoming Nov. 25 Notre Dome Sept. 9 at South Carolina Sept. 2 Miomi (OH) Oct. 7 Son Jose State 
Oct. 28 at Mississippi *Kickoft Classic; East Rutherford, NJ ° ~ Oct, 14 ot Hawaii 
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~ A promising future awaits you! Air Force training offers qualified college graduates a chance to become a 
commissioned Air Force officer. As an officer, you will receive earned respect and benefits including great 
a " starting pay, medical and dental care, management and travel opportunities. Plus 30 days vacation with pay! 
ROTC scholarships are also available for qualified college freshmen and sophomores. 
AIM HIGH Get your career soaring with an Air Force officer training program and prepare for a 
future with infinite horizons. 


For an information packet, call 1-800-423-USAF or visit our website 
at www.airforce.com. 
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By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


Previous five-year rankings: 7/7/3/13/3 

The Gators weren't No. 1 on the eve of signing day, but they 
closed with an unmatched flourish to zoom up the charts and steal the 
top ranking. 

Steve Spurrier's last-minute additions included offensive linemen 
Max Starks and Jonathan Colon, receivers Carlos Perez and Kelvin 
Kight and defensive back Tre Orr. Overall, five of Florida’s signees were 
on SuperPrep’s National 50 team: Perez, QB Brock Berlin, DE Darrell 
Lee, DB Cory Bailey and OL Shannon Snell. 

A quarterback signing with Florida is always a big deal, and Berlin 
is the biggest deal in this year's class. He was the nation’s top-rated sig- 
nal-caller ... and he came with the added bonus of being able to enroll at 
the semester break and participate in spring ball. 

The defense gets a huge boost as well with a defensive line class 
that is second only to Alabama's. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 12/8/8/8/18 

This we know: Phillip Fulmer can recruit terrific quarterbacks. This 
time around, he signed Casey Clausen (SuperPrep’s No. 4 quarterback) 
and John Rattay (No. 5) ... and both enrolled for the spring semester. 

The Vols won an early well-publicized battle for Ohio offensive line- 
man Michael Munoz, the son of NFL Hall of Famer Anthony Munoz. But it 
took a last-minute turnaround for Tennessee to convince fantastic Georgia 
offensive lineman Sean Jones to sign with the Vols instead of Clemson. 

One thing to learn from this class is that the Vols recruit wherever 
they want: New Jersey, California, Louisiana, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia, Ohio, Illinois, North Carolina, Arizona, Alabama, Kansas, Canada 
... and, of course, Tennessee. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 15/4/1/3/2 

The Seminoles recruited like national champions, bringing in four 
of the top 25 high schools players in SuperPrep’s rankings ... and a lot, 
lot more. They even signed the best junior college receiver — Javon 
Walker — to help fill Peter Warrick’s shoes. 

The defensive back class is beyond compare. It starts with Bryant 
McFadden, the nation’s finest defensive back prospect, but Yohance 
Buchanan isn’t far behind, rated No. 20 overall in SuperPrep’s rankings. 

Like in-state rivals Florida and Miami, the Seminoles finished 
strong, getting late decisions from McFadden, California defensive line- 
man Travis Johnson, linebacker Eric Moore and offensive lineman Alex 
Barron — all studs. 

A sleeper to watch: Texas offensive lineman Ray Willis. 


Previous five-year rankings: 1/10/7/12 /20 

The ‘Horns have the best wide receiver class in the nation — B.J. 
Johnson, Roy Williams and Sloan Thomas, each from Texas and each 
named to the SuperPrep National 50 team. 

In fact, Texas was all about Texas, signing 18 in-state prospects 
and only five from outside the borders. The strategy worked. 
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The Longhorns signed more national Top 50 players than anybody 
— the three receivers, as well as defensive lineman Stevie Lee, defen- 
sive lineman Adam Doiron and tight end Brock Edwards. 

Fantastic running back Sneezy Beltran and All-America quarter- 
back Chance Mock are just more All-Americans jumping onto the pile. 


Previous five-year rankings: 3/6/6/37/12 

This 27-player class stands powerfully as an amazing compilation 
of offensive linemen and defensive athletes. 

Alabama signed what could be the best defensive line group ... 
ever. It includes SuperPrep’s National Player of the Year, Antwan Odom, 
a skilled end who should grow to about 280 pounds. The class got 
stronger when Canada’s best prospect, Nautyn McKay-Loescher, put the 
juke on Michigan State at the last moment to join a group that includes 
Mac Tyler, Anthony Bryant and Albert Means. 

The Tide hurt Florida twice along the offensive line — signing 
Wesley Britt and Justin Smiley. They join lineman Maurice Mitchell as 
offensive headliners. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 30/11/2/1/6 

The Nittany Lions did the best job of anyone early, getting 19 
excellent commitments before the season even started. Penn State’s 
strong finish (RB Mike Gasparato, WR/RB Tony Johnson and LB Derek 
Wake) cemented a top ranking. 

The thing is, there are SuperPrep All-Americas at virtually every 
position ... but the class does lack headliner-type prospects (no Super- 
Prep National 50 signees). 

The defensive line looks particularly strong. And quarterbacks Zac 
Wasserman and Zack Mills are both well-regarded; Wasserman, in par- 
ticular, is incredibly polished for his age. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 11/30/13/ 18/ 16 

The ‘Canes signed the nation’s No. 1 recruit — linebacker D.J. 
Williams from California. He’s the key to the class, especially since line- 
backer Nate Webster unexpectedly won't be around for his senior season. 

Overall, this is a very well-balanced class with superior signees at 
every position: Quarterback (T.J. Prunty, Derrick Crudup), running back 
(Willis McGahee), receiver (Willie Dixon), tight end (Willie Roberts), 
offensive line (Carlos Joseph), defensive line (Vince Wilfork) and defen- 
sive back (Carl Walker). 

In one of the oddest recruiting stories of the year, the ‘Canes lost 
offensive lineman Jonathan Colon to Florida when he signed a letter-of- 
intent for each school. Miami eventually decided not to contest the mat- 
ter when Colon made it clear he wanted to be a Gator. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 2/13/16/2/28 

John Cooper typically keeps the best prospects in state, but this 
time he did especially well outside the borders. Nine states are represented 
in this class of 24, half of whom are from somewhere other than Ohio. 

The Buckeyes did particularly well in New York, luring the top 
three prospects — running back Sam Maldonado (SuperPrep’s North- 
east Offensive Player of the Year), tight end/defensive end Will Smith 
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and offensive lineman Shane Olivea. 

It's a balanced class, but the linebackers really stand out. In addi- 
tion to Robert Reynolds (a Top 50 player like Maldonado), the Buckeyes 
landed Marco Cooper and junior college star Jack Tucker, among others. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 33/15/40/42/50 

This is Arizona State’s best class ... maybe ever. It’s highlighted 
by a strong group of 11 Californians, although the Devils did well in 
other areas, including their home state. 

The best of the in-staters is clearly Terrell Suggs, a 6-5, 240- 
pound running back/linebacker who was SuperPrep’s Farwest Offensive 
Player of the Year and also a national 50 pick. Bruce Snyder also signed 
Mike Williams, one of the top running backs in California. 

At quarterback, ASU added Andrew Walter from Colorado. He 
threw for 4,905 yards and 45 touchdowns in the past two years. 


& EPJ michigan state 


Previous five-year rankings: 23/14/35/24/38 

The Spartans were this year’s biggest and most surprising recruit- 
ing story, actually picking up steam after coach Nike Saban bolted for big 
bucks to LSU. 

Popular new coach Bobby Williams kept the staff together and 
piled up commitments from super recruits like receiver Charles Rogers 
and running back Tyrell Dortch. He also kept Jeff Smoker, SuperPrep's 
No. 3-rated quarterback, from going elsewhere. 

There is some excellent defensive line help here, led by All-Amer- 
ica Dwight Whitfield from Missouri, although MSU’s near-perfect story 
came a bit undone at the end when Canadian defensive lineman Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher de-committed in favor of Alabama. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 14/16/14/5/9 

The Trojans were hot at the end of the recruiting season, and 
scored especially well against nemesis UCLA, winning battles for defen- 
sive lineman Kenechi Udeze, tight end Alex Holmes and defensive back 
Matt Grootegoed. 

The Trojans lost out on star junior college runner Maurice Morris 
(to Oregon), but got more than solid help from the JC ranks ... and they 
will definitely like what they see from transfer defensive back Chris Cash. 

Also, USC signed Joe McGuire, a Top 50 player who will be 
counted on to lead a resurgence on the offensive line. 


Previous five-year rankings: 8/3/9/6/1 

This class was quietly, solidly put together ... and as you might 
expect with Notre Dame, each of its 18 signees received SuperPrep All- 
America or All-Regional honors. 

The Irish did best on offense. They signed their best group of 
receivers ever, and filled a huge need by signing three superior quarter- 
backs, including Carlyle Holiday, who slightly favored Nebraska in late 
January, but went to ND for the possibility of earlier playing time. 

Defensive lineman Greg Pauly (this guy can really move his feet) 
and receiver Ronnie Rodamer — both SuperPrep National 50 picks — 
should be magnificent. 
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srl 13 | Michigan 


Previous five-year rankings: 4/2/4/7/7 

In its nationwide search, Michigan, as usual, came away with 
some superior prospects in the West. Washington linebacker Larry 
Stevens and California tight end Tyler Ecker should be excellent. Two 
signees are SuperPrep National 50 picks: Defensive back Markus Curry 
and running back Reggie Benton, rated No. 2 at his position nationally. 

The Wolverines looked like they were headed for the Top 10, 
maybe even the top five, but the stretch run did not go well. Losing out 
on several elite recruits makes this the worst Michigan class in years ... 
but it’s still good enough to be the envy of most everyone else. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 35/37/31/36/40 

The Ducks, who have been Top 25 caliber on the field, made the 
jump into the Top 25 recruiting rankings, doing so mostly on the 
strength of 21 signees from California. Of the other six, three were from 
Oregon ... and the very best one was from Chester, S.C., by way of 
Fresno City College. That would be Maurice Morris, who rushed for 
3,708 yards and scored 49 touchdowns in junior college. 

There is lots more to like in a class that emphasized skill; Mike 
Bellotti brought in seven running backs and eight defensive backs. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 17/17/19/4/8 

The Cornhuskers’ typically excellent class is strong at linebacker, 
offensive line and receivers. 

SuperPrep National 50 pick Jason Richenberger leads a line- 
backer crew that also includes Lannie Hopkins (SuperPrep’s ninth best 
player overall in Texas), Ira Cooper and T.J. Hollowell. Another Top 50 
player is defensive back Terrell Butler. 

The lone junior college player — as well as the lone running back 
— is Thunder Collins, rated as the 24th-best player in the JC ranks. 
Collins, who redshirted last season to preserve a year of college eligibil- 
ity, will enter as a sophomore. 


PET Colorado 


Previous five-year rankings: UR/21/5/9/10 

Gary Barnett did what he absolutely had to do: Close the deal on 
Marcus Houston, a hometown kid who also happened to be the nation’s 
top running back recruit. Regardless of how Houston performs, his 
stamp of approval means a lot to the CU program. 

Barnett did a fine job in-state, also landing quarterback Craig Ochs 
and linebacker Sean Tufts (a national Top 50 player), among others. 
Ochs became quite a hot property because he can make the plays that 
can turn an ordinary team into a special outfit. 

Barnett also signed five solid junior college players, including 
another quarterback — Bob Pesavento. 


AL Eid Auburn 


Previous five-year rankings: 27/39/20/22/5 
The Tigers did better than anyone in getting immediate and signifi- 
cant help from the junior colleges. 
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Running back Rudi Johnson (enrolled in the spring) and defensive 
end Javor Mills are ranked among the top five junior college prospects 
nationally. Linebacker/defensive lineman Alton Moore (No. 13) and quar- 
terback Daniel Cobb (No. 16) are two other superior transfers. 

As good as Cobb is, the title of “quarterback of the future” goes to 
Jason Campbell, whose skills are still a little raw, but has all the tools 
and was ranked as the nation’s No. 2 quarterback, trailing only Florida 
signee Brock Berlin. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 16/44/25/11/25 

Needing to start anew after the Joe Hamilton Era, Georgia Tech 
signed two excellent quarterbacks — Brandon Sumner (the best QB in 
Florida) and Mark Logan from South Carolina. In the mold of Hamilton, 
both can run and throw. 

George O'Leary has reason to be particularly thrilled with his line- 
backers, all of whom are from Georgia — Hobie Holiday (Alabama de- 
commit), Daryl Smith (turned away Florida State) and Keyaron Fox. 

This 22-member class has nice national representation, including 
prospects from New York, Texas, Florida, Illinois, Maryland and 
Alabama. 


Previous five-year rankings: 36/20/24/32/27 

Restocking the shelves at Oklahoma means dominating the state 
and dipping into the deep Texas talent pool. That's what Bob Stoops did. 

He signed most of the finest prospects in Oklahoma, including 
defensive lineman Jammal Brown and offensive lineman Wes Sims. 

The Sooners brought in 11 from Texas, most notably defensive 
back Darren Stephens, a SuperPrep All-America, who has a 41-inch ver- 
tical leap and 13 career interceptions. Also, keep an eye on defensive 
back Vernon Maxwell, who originally signed with Tennessee in 1996, 
before detouring to baseball's minor leagues. 


eS) 20 | Purdue 


Previous five-year rankings: 29/22/UR/UR/UR 

The Boilermakers went to California to sign “the next Drew Brees” 
... and while that’s a tough title to live up to, Brandon Hance has the 
accuracy, intellect and feet needed to make Joe Tiller's offense work. 

In the last two seasons, Hance passed for 4,600 yards and 41 
scores while running for 900 yards and 26 more scores. He enrolled in 
January and is the key to the class. 

But there's plenty of other talent, including these two from Michi- 
gan: Receiver Stuart Schweigert (SuperPrep’s Midwest Offensive Player 
of the Year) and offensive lineman Kelly Butler. Schweigert headlines a 
very good group of receivers. 


Uw 21 


Previous five-year rankings: 42/35/21/31/23 

The Huskies cleaned up in-state (the loss of linebacker Larry 
Stevens to Michigan notwithstanding) — and that’s what Huskies fans 
really want to see from Rick Neuheisel. 

Washington's in-state haul includes these SuperPrep All-Ameri- 
cans: offensive lineman Dan Dicks, athlete Grady Sizemore and defen- 
sive lineman Junior Coffin. Linebackers Zach Tuiasosopo, Tim 
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Galloway and Matt Lingley all look like great fits, too. 

As usual, UW was working overtime in California (nine signed) and 
came away with some very well-regarded preps. Overall, this is a big (25 
signees) well-balanced group with some speed, too. 
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Previous five-year rankings: 47/27/30/21/14 

When Barry Alvarez took the Wisconsin job, he said, “Our heart 
and soul will come from Wisconsin, but our hands and feet will come 
from somewhere else.” 

When he said “heart and soul,” he must have been dreaming 
about linebacker Darius Jones, who had 10 sacks and 20 tackles for 
loss as a senior (also rushing for 1,464 yards). 

Running back is a strength of this class, and includes Michael 
Broussard from Texas and Tyron Griffin from Missouri. Another back to 
watch is Howard Boye-Doe from Texas, even though he went largely 
unheralded through his high school career. 


Previous five-year rankings: 21/29/26/23/24 

The best thing about this class is Johnnie Morant, a big (6-5, 225) 
elite-level receiver who will give coach Paul Pasqualoni the opportunity to 
stretch the passing game about as far as his quarterbacks can throw it. 

That quarterback just might be JC transfer (and former Arizona 
State backup) Chad Elliot, who, in the Syracuse quarterback mold, is 
dangerous with the run and the pass. 

Pasqualoni added some major speed on offense, referring to Ohio 
running back Walter Reyes as a “rocket ship.” Diamond Ferri and Troy 
Swittenburg are also explosive backs. 


CLAY 24 UCLA 


Previous five-year rankings: 6/1/29/25/17 

The Bruins packed a small class (14) with enough quality that it 
should stand the test of time. 

Defensive back Benjamin Emanuel is SuperPrep’s Southwest 
Defensive Player of the Year and one of the finest in the country; receiver 
Tab Perry could have chosen any school in the land. The offensive line 
recruits — Steve Vieira, Paul Mociler, John Ream and Eyoseff Efseaff 
— are fantastic. 

The linebackers are another strong part of this class, which should 
nicely supplement Bob Toledo’s previous two Best-in-the-West efforts. 


Previous five-year rankings: 20/18/22/29/30 

Building off its Rose Bowl appearance, Stanford put together a 
solid, sometimes spectacular, class. 

On signing day, the Cardinal locked up the nation’s No. 1 offen- 
sive line prospect (Kwame Harris) and the No. 6 running back (Bran- 
don Royster), as well as two All-American tight ends (Will Svitek and 
Alex Smith). 

Then came more wonderful news later in February: Highly- 
regarded San Diego teammates Teyo Johnson (a quarterback and bas- 
ketball player of note) and linebacker Amon Gordon decided to join 
Tyrone Willingham’s team, which looks to have a bright future. O 
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Brock Berlin 
Jason Campbell 
Matt Cassel 
dared Clark 
Casey Clausen 
Brandon Hance 
Carlyle Holiday 
Sean Jones 
Chance Mock 
Craig Ochs 
John Rattay 
Chris Rix 

Jett Smoker 
Tracy Thorpe 


Derick Arnold 
Tatum Bell 
Sneezy Beltran 
Shyrone Carey 
Tyrell Dortch 
Vontez Dutt 
Willie Green 
Albert Hollis, Il 
Marcus Houston 
Greg Jones 
Keith Kelly 
Willis McGahee 
Derron Parquet 
Dustin Picciotti 
Tyson Thompson 
Marquis Weeks 
Renaldo Works 


Jamaal Clark 
Willie Dixon 
Travann Hayes 
B.J. Johnson 
Mark Jones 
Kelvin Kight 
Antwoine Lias 
Sammy Moore 
Johnnie Morant 
Tab Perry 
Charlie Rogers 
Sloan Thomas 
Roy Williams 
Jovan Witherspoon 
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222 
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200 
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180 
175 
180 
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190 
175 
175 
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205 
190 
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Shreveport-Evangel Christian, LA 
Taylorsville, MS 
Chatsworth, CA 
Sarasota-Mooney, FL 
Missions Hills-Alemany, CA 
Woodland Hills-Taft, CA 
San Antonio-Roosevelt, TX 
Atlanta-Westlake, GA 

The Woodlands, TX 
Boulder-Fairview, CO 
Phoenix-Desert Vista, AZ 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 
Manheim Central, PA 
Melbourne, FL 


Houston-Milby, TX 
Desoto, TX 

Abilene, TX 
Marrero-Shaw, LA 
Hoboken, NJ 

Copperas Cove, TX 
Kissimmee-Osceola, FL 
Sacramento Christian Bros., CA 
Denver-Jefferson, CO 
Beaufort-Battery Cr., SC 
Walterboro, SC 
Miami-Central, FL 
Metairie-Rummel, LA 
Doylestown C.B.W., PA 
Irving, TX 
Berwyn-Conestoga, PA 
Tulsa-Washington, OK 


St. Louis-Riverview Gardens, MO 
Stockton-Brookside Christian, CA 
Elgin Larkin, IL 

S. Grand Prairie, TX 

Wallingford Strath Haven, PA 
Lithonia, GA 

Memphis Melrose, TN 
Mesa-Westwood, AZ 

Parsippany Hills, NJ 

Milpitas, CA 

Saginaw, Ml 

Houston-Klein, TX 

Odessa Permian, TX 

Ft. Wayne-Luers, IN 


Florida 
Auburn 
Southern California 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
Purdue 

Notre Dame 
Georgia 

Texas 
Colorado 
Tennessee 
Florida State 
Michigan State 
Central Florida 


Arizona State 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame 
Florida 
Georgia 
Colorado 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Miami 

LSU 
Pittsburgh 
TCU 

Virginia 
Oklahoma 


Illinois 
Miami 
Wisconsin 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Arizona State 
Syracuse 
UCLA 
Michigan State 
Texas 

Texas 

Notre Dame 


Brock Edwards 
Alex Holmes 
Chad Mascoe 
Jason Peters 
Willie Roberts 
Quinn Sypniewski 
Kalen Thornton 


Chris Boggas 
Dan Dicks 
Antonio Hall 
Kwame Harris 
Joe McGuire 
Maurice Mitchell 
Paul Mociler 
Michael Munoz 
Jason Respert 
Wes Sims 
Shannon Snell 
Sean Young 


Jammal Brown 
Anthony Bryant 
Teyo Johnson 
Travis Johnson 
Darrell Lee 
Lynn McGruder 
Albert Means 
Marcel Moses 
Antwan Odom 
Greg Pauly 
Mac Tyler 
Marcus White 
Vince Wilfork 
Stephen Williams 


Mike Boulware 
Marco Cooper 
Mike Goolsby 
Amon Gordon 
Darius Jones 
Ronbrose Jones 
Sam Maldonado 
Eric Moore 

Dan Phillips 
Terrell Suggs 
D.J. Williams 


Yulkeith Brown 
Yohance Buchanan 
Deshawn Carter 
Matt Grootegoed 
Adrian Mayes 
Bryant McFadden 
Tre Orr 

O.J. Owens 

Carlos Perez 
Lawrence Richardson 
Dominique Sims 
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200 
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180 
200 
190 
200 
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200 


Fort Worth Christian, TX 
Studio City-West Lake, CA 
Kissimmee Osceola, FL 
Queen City, TX 
Miami-Southridge, FL 
Johnston, 1A 

Dallas-St. Marks, TX 


Irving, TX 

Bellevue, WA 

Canton McKinley, OH 

Newark, DE 

Anaheim-Servite, CA 
Albany-Dougherty, GA 
Belltlower-Bosco, CA 
Cincinnati-Moeller, OH 
Warner Robins-Northside, GA 
Weathertord, OK 

Tampa Hillsborough, FL 
Tunnell Hill-N.W. Whitfield, GA 


Lawton-MacArthur, OK 


Newbern-Sunshine, AL 

San Diego-Mira Mesa, CA 
Sherman Oaks-Notre Dame, CA 
Kirkwood, MO 

N. Las Vegas-Cheyenne, NV 
Memphis-Trezevant, TN 
Texas City, TX 

Alma Bryant, AL 
Waukesha-South, WI 
Bessemer-Lanier, AL 
Theodore, AL 
Lantana-Santaluces, FL 
Bolingbrook, IL 


Columbia-Spring Valley, SC 
Detroit Cass Tech, MI 
Joliet Catholic, IL 

San Diego-Mira Mesa, CA 
Deloit-Memorial, WI 
Bristow, OK 

Harrison, NY 

Pahokee, FL 

Mishawaka Penn, IN 
Chandler-Hamilton, AZ 
Concord-De La Salle, CA 


Miami-Northwestern, FL 
Atlanta-Douglass, GA 
Ponchatoula, LA 

Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Houston-Forest Brook, TX 
Hollywood-McArthur, FL 
Lake City-Columbia, FL 
New London-N. Stanley, NC 
Hoboken, NJ 
Galveston-Ball, TX 
Minneapolis-De LaSalle, MN 


Texas 

Southern California 
Florida State 
Arkansas 

Miami 

Colorado 

Texas 


Kansas State 
Washington 
Kentucky 
Stanford 
Southern California 
Alabama 
UCLA 
Tennessee 
Undecided 
Oklahoma 
Florida 
Tennessee 


Oklahoma 
Alabama 
Stanford 
Florida State 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Texas 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Alabama 
Auburn 
Miami 
Indiana 


Florida State 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Stanford 
Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
Florida State 
Indiana 
Arizona State 
Miami 


West Virginia 
Florida State 
Florida 
Southern California 
LSU 

Florida State 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 
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TOP HIGH SCHOOL 


Joseph Addai 
Aaron Alexander 
Brodie Croyle 
Owen Daniels 
Justin Holland 
Travis Jackson 
Matt Leinart 

Kyle Matter 

Joe Mauer 

Adrian McPherson 
Casey Paus 

Bryan Randall 

Don (D.J.) Shockley 
Matthew Stevenson 
Paul Troth 


Kelly Baraka 
Cedric Benson 
Brandon Brokaw 
Rikki Cook 
Jabari Davis 
Maurice Hall 
Tramain Hall 
Cedric Houston 
De'Arrius Howard 
Cory Jones 

Kevin Jones 
Clifton McKoy 
Damien Nash 
Lydell Ross 

Jett Sanders 
Seymore Shaw 
Eric Shelton 
Carnell Williams 
Keldrick Williams 
Monte Williams 


ee ee Se TD aE oe 


Carlos Campbell 
Angelo Chattams 
Michael Collins 
Roscoe Crosby 
Mike Espy 

Fred Gibson 
Lynzell Jackson 
Jerome Janet 
Earvin Johnson 
Montrell Jones 
Tim Massaquoi 
Anthony Mix 


6-2 


190 
180 
200 
200 
185 
210 
210 
190 
210 
180 
200 
195 
180 
190 
200 


Houston-Sharpstown, TX 
Richmond-Henrico, VA 
Rainbow City-Westbrook Chr., AL 
Naperville Central, IL 
Lakewood-Bear Creek, CO 
Olathe South, KS 

Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Newhall-Hart, CA 

St. Paul-Cretin-Durham, MN 
Bradenton-Southeast, FL 
New Lenox-Lincoln-Way, IL 
Williamsburg-Bruton, VA 
Riverdale-North Clayton, GA 
Memphis-Melrose, TN 
Charlotte-Vance, NC 


Portage-Northern, MI 
Midland-Lee, TX 

Pennington, NJ 

Montclair, NJ 

Tucker, GA 
Columbus-Brookhaven, OH 
Deerfield Beach, FL 

Clarendon, AR 

West Memphis, AR 
Seattle-Kennedy, WA 
Springfield-Cardinal O'Hara, PA 
Lillington-Western Hartnett, NC 
St. Louis-Riverview Garden, MO 
Tampa-Gaither, FL 
Jackson-Provine, MS 
Shawnee, OK 

Lexington-Bryan Station, KY 
Etowah, AL 
Montgomery-Lanier, AL 
Commerce, GA 


Hampton, VA 
Dayton-Chaminade-Jul'n, OH 
Commerce, GA 

Union, SC 

Madison Central, MS 
Waycross-Wareco, GA 
Tempe Union, AZ 
Tulsa-Union, OK 

Los Angeles-Cathedral, CA 
Louisville-Male-KY 
Allentown-Parkland, PA 

Bay Minette-Baldwin County, AL 


Kyle Ealey 
Erik Gil 
Abe Robinson 


Lorenzo Alexander 


Collin Barker 

Bob Clearly 

Blake Larsen 

Mark LeVoir 

Tyler Reed 

Dan Simelis 
Andrew Whitworth 
John Wilson 


Reggie Arden 
Shaun Cody 
Mike Dollman 
George Gause 
Zachary Giles 
Keith Lipka 

Pat Massey 
Lionel Williams 
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Titus Adams 
James Burckhardt 
Orien Harris 
Tommy Harris 
Anttaj Hawthorne 
Marques Johnson 
Jeff Littlejohn 
Charles Rush 
Robert Taylor 
Leon Williams 
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Tony Alford 
Chad Anderson 
Chauncey Davis 
Joe Dipre 
Joques Dumas 
Marquis Elmore 
Brent Grover 
Scott McClintock 
Lamarcus Rowell 
Pierre Woods 


Quintin Burrell 
Jerome Carter 
Dustin Fox 
Marlin Jackson 
Derron Johnson 
Chuck Moore 
Mike Robinson 
Emest Shazor 
Craphonso Thorpe 
P.J. Walton 
Matt Ware 
Reggie Williams 


Tymere Zimmerman 


6-7 
6-6 
6-6 


255 
230 
270 
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Westchester-St. Joseph, IL 
Belle Vernon, PA 
Houston-Jersey Village, TX 
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6-3 275 Berkeley-St. Mary's, CA 
6-9 300 Wortham, TX 

6-7 275 Lake Elsinore-Temescal Canyon, CA 
6-7 295 Atlantic, 1A 

6-7 290 Eden Prairie, MN 

6-5 305 Pittsburgh-Jefferson, PA 
6-6 285 McKeesport-Montour, PA 
6-8 300 West Monroe, LA 

6-8 330 Daytona Beach-Mainland, FL 
6-5 225 Ironton, OH 

6-5 240 Los Altos, CA 

6-5 230 Pittsburgh-Penn Hills, PA 
6-4 235 Conway, SC 

6-4 275 Marshfield, MA 

6-4 260 Oak Creek, WI 

6-7 240 Cleveland-St. Ignatius, OH 
6-4 240 Addison Trail, IL 

6-4 275 Omaha-Creighton Prep, NE 
6-5 325 Columbia-Long Reach, MD 
6-3 280 Newark, DE 

6-3 300 Killeen-Ellison, TX 

6-4 305 Hamden, CT 

6-4 300 Athens-Clarke Central, GA 
6-3 285 Gaffney, SC 

6-3 275 Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA 
6-4 300 Oak Creek, WI 

6-4 230 Brooklyn-Canarsie, NY 


6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
6-4 
6-4 
6-4 
6-3 
6-4 
6-6 


Miami-Southridge, FL 
Canton-McKinley, OH 
Auburndale, FL 
Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA 
Asheboro, NC 
Folkston-Charlton Cty., GA 
Fort Thomas-Highlands, KY 
Belle Vernon, PA 

Opelika, AL 
Cleveland-Glenville, OH 


Wheaton-Warrenville So., IL 
Decatur-S.W. DeKalb, GA 
Lake City-Columbia, FL 
Canton-Glen Oak, OH 
Sharon, PA 
Memphis-Melrose, TN 

Elk Grove, IL 
Richmond-Varina, VA 
Detroit-King, Mi 
Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL 
Woodbridge-Hylton, VA 

Los Angeles-Loyola, CA 
Tacoma Lakes, WA 
Bennettsville-Marlboro Cty., SC 
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THE NUMBER ONE PREP FOOTBALL AUTHORITY IN THE COUNTRY 


The Gators’ recruiting staff, led by RC 
Jim Collins, went into this recruiting season 
seeking offensive linemen, wide receivers and 
secondary help. Well, when all was said and 
done, they not only filled their needs at those 
three spots, but landed blue chippers at every 
single position. This class was led by QB 
Brock Berlin of Shreveport, LA, and pass 
rusher deluxe Darrell Lee (6-5, 235} of Kirk- 
wood, MO, who chose the Gators over UCLA 
and Michigan. This 4.4 sprinter totaled 15 QB 
sacks and 22 tackles for loss in ‘99. What set 
Florida apart from every other school in the 
country was their ability to land difference 
makers from out-of-state. Joining Berlin and 
Lee are such other out-of-state supers as WR 
Kelvin Kight of Lithonia, GA; super strong 
NG Bennie Mills (6-3, 285) of Metairie, LA; 
fastrising DT Kenny Parker (6-4, 300) of 
Warner Robins, GA; hard hitting DB 
Deshawn Carter of Ponchatoula, LA, who 
turned his back on the Wolverines of Michi- 
gan to become a Gator; and, one of the 
nation’s premier two-way players DB/WR 
Carlos Perez of Hoboken, NJ, an aggres- 
sive defender who is one of the nation’s top 
punt and kickoff returners. 

As good as the Gators’ out-of-state recruit- 
ing was, their in-state signees were almost as 
good. They bested Miami on 6-8, 285-pound 
Jon Colon of Miami, who is one of the 
state's top five OL prospects. They also landed 
three more of the top five in Shannon Snell 
(6-6, 320) of Tampa; Max Starks (6-8, 340} 
of Orlando; and Chad Tidwell (6-5, 320) of 
Tallahassee. Also joining this group is 
Earnest Smith (6-3, 320) of Jacksonville. 

Headliner: QB Brock Berlin of Shreve- 
port, LA, threw for over 4,000 yards and 36 
TDs in ‘99. This strong-armed and smart QB 
has already enrolled and got valuable practice 
time during spring drills. 

Sleeper: In a class loaded with prep 
super stars, it is awfully tough to find a 
sleeper. However, one that certainly fits the 
bill is RB Guss Scott of Jacksonville Trinity 
Christian, FL, a 4.4 sprinter who has the abil- 
ity to play either running back or cornerback 
in college. Last season on defense Guss 
totaled 60 tackles, eight picks and broke up a 
city-high 15 passes. He also rushed for 1,150 
yards and 20 TDs on offense. 

Bottom Line: This is an awesome 
athletic class the Gators have put together with 
difference-maker type players at just about 
every position including kicker. It just goes to 


show that when Spurrier really puts his mind to 
it, the Gators are extremely tough to beat head- 
to-head. This class should help the Gators into 
the national title picture over the next four years. 
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In a normal year, this group would have to 
rank as the nation’s No. 1 class. Unfortunately 
for Tennessee, this is not a normal year and they 
finished a strong second to Florida. Coach Phil 
Fulmer set out to sign two quarterbacks and he 
did just that, winding up with two of the nation’s 
top five prospects in Casey Clausen of Mission 
Hills, CA, a strong-armed signal-caller with a lot 
of confidence, and John Rattay, a 6-4 lefty 
from Phoenix, AZ, who has quick feet and a 
deadly accurate arm. John passed for 2,232 
yards and 27 TDs in '99, OL coach Mike Barry 
helped himself and the program immensely when 
he signed AllEverything Michael Munoz (6-7, 
300) of Cincinnati, one of the nation’s top two 
OL prospects, and Sean Young (6-8, 300) of 
Tunnel Hill, GA, one of the nation’s top five OL 
prospects. A glaring weakness at the wide 
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receiver position was more than filled by the 
signing of such notable receivers as Tony 
Brown of Fort Lauderdale, Fl; Rashad Baker 
of Camden, NJ; Jabari Greer of Jackson, TN 
and Mark Jones of Wallingford, PA. 
Defensively the Vols should receive imme- 
diate help from DB Tony Campbell of Fork 
Union, VA; DE Mondre Dickerson, a 6-5, 
250-pounder from Memphis, who is consid- 
ered to be one of the top two prospects in 
Tennessee; DL Brad Hilsher (6-6, 260) of 
Maryville, TN, an underrated pass rusher with 
great feet; DL Hayden Moore (6-4, 235) of 
Marietta, GA, a high school linebacker who 
should wind up playing DT in college; junior 
college All-American DB Charles Small of 
Coffeyville, KS, a terrific pass defender who 
should start this season; and CB Lee 
Wheeler of Coolidge, AZ, a very athletic CB 
with terrific pass defense skills. Perhaps the 
most heavily-recruited defensive signee was 
O.J. Owens of New London, NC, one of the 
hardest hitting defenders in the country. Ten- 
nessee also did a great job of convincing LB 
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POS NAME HT WT 


HOMETOWN COLLEGE 


QB Brock Berlin 6-2 200 Shreveport, LA Florida 
WR___ Ray Ray Bivines 6-0 160 Gautier, MS Mississippi State 
DL Anthony Bryant 6-4 312 Newbern, AL Alabama 
DB Yohance Buchanan 6-1 210 Atlanta, GA Florida State 
QB Jason Campbell 6-5 185 Taylorsville, MS. Auburn 
DB Deshawn Carter 6-1 190 Ponchatoula, LA Florida 
Jared Clark 6-4 220 Sarasota, FL Notre Dame 
Willie Green 5-9 200 Kissimmee, FL Florida 
Sean Jones 6-2 195 Atlanta, GA Georgia 
B Bryant McFadden 6-1 180 Hollywood, FL Florida State 
RB Willis McGahee 6-1 215 Miami, FL Miami 
DL Albert Means 6-6 305 Memphis, TN Alabama 


OL Maurice Mitchell 6-8 295 Albany, GA Alabama 
LB Eric Moore 6-5 220 Pahokee, FL Florida State 


TE Chad Moscoe 6-3 215 Kissimmee, FL Florida State 


Antwan Odom 6-7 250 Alma Bryant, AL Alabama 
Tre Orr 6-2 200 Lake City, FL Florida 


LB Robert Reynolds 6-4 220 Bowling Green, KY Ohio State 
OL Shannon Snell 6-6 300 Tampa, FL Florida 
QB___ Tracy Thorpe 6-4 228 Melbourne, FL Central Florida 


OL/DL_Mac Tyler 6-5 300 Bessemer, AL Alabama 
DL Marcus White 6-4 260 Theodore, AL Auburn 


DL Vince Wilfork 6-3 310 Lantana, FL Miami 
OL Sean Young 6-7 290 Tunnel Hill, GA Tennessee 


Robert Peace of Ruston, LA, to change his 
commitment from LSU to the Vols. A couple of 
sleepers in this class could be DB Kevin 
Burnett, a big physical FS from Compton, 
CA, and DL Chavis Smith (6-3, 290) of 
Forest City, NC. Perhaps the most explosive 
player in the Tennessee class of 2000 is QB 
Shyrone Carey of Marrero, LA, a super 
swift ball-handler who will be switched to 
either RB or DB. He isa 5-9, 175-pounder 
with exciting moves. 
QB Casey Clausen (6-4, 
210) of Mission Hills Alemany, CA, is the 
prototypical pocket passer with good escapo- 
bility. He was the CIF Player of the Year in 
both ‘98 and '99 and has passed for over 
6,000 yards and 60 TDs in his prep career. 
DB Kevin Burnett is a 6-2, 
215-pounder with 4.6 speed from Compton 
Dominguez, CA, who had many Los Angeles 
area coaches talking about his speed to the ball. 
Kevin has the ability to become an All-American 
at either linebacker or defensive back. 
Like the Gators, the Vols 
filled all their needs and more. Sixteen of their 
signees made at least one AllAmerican team in ‘99. 


Only one word describes Alabama’s defen- 
sive line haul this season and the word is Awe- 
some! I've been ranking classes for the past 20 
years and | cannot recall this many great defen- 
sive line prospects signing with one team. Three 
of them are All-Americans, while three others 
just missed. The super six include 6-6, 305- 
pound Albert Means of Memphis; Anthony 
Bryant, a 6-4, 312-pounder from Newbern, 
AL, who recorded an eye-popping 178 tackles 
and 11 QB sacks and has been timed in a 4.9 
40; and two-way super Mace Tyler (6-5, 300) 
from Bessemer, a super strong defender with 
unusually quick feet. Many scouts consider DE 
Antwan Odom (6-7, 250) of Alma Bryant, 
AL, to be the equal of both Bryant and Tyler. 
Another major DL coup was former prep All- 
American Gerard Clark (6-7, 270) of Milford 
Prep School in CT, DL Nautyn Loescher (6- 
4, 240) of Toronto, Canada, will also get a 
crack at playing either DE or DT. 

The Crimson Tide wasn’t just satisfied with 
signing five of the nation’s top ten prep DL 
prospects. They also went into the junior col- 
lege ranks and got one of the nation’s pre- 
mier junior college DL prospects in Shawn 
Oglesby, a 6-7, 250-pounder from San Fran- 
cisco CC. Since the defensive line prospects 
received most of the signing day ink, the fact 
that Alabama also signed an outstanding, 
well-rounded class has not been lost on the 
true recruiting fan. The Crimson Tide needed 
help at wide receiver and came up with it by 
signing four prospects at that spot led by 
Triandos Luke, o 6-0, 175-pounder with 
4.4 speed from Phenix City, AL. They did not 


SEC RECRUITING 


neglect the offensive line landing three premier 
OL prospects in Wes Britt (6-8, 290) of Cull- 
man, Al; Justin Smiley (6-4, 300) of Brook- 
let, GA; and the best of the bunch, Maurice 
Mitchell (6-8, 290) of Albany, GA. 

DL Albert Means of Mem- 
phis Trezevant, TN, played ILB in ‘99 totaling 
118 tackles, nine QB sacks and 15 tackles for 
losses. With his great size and unusual quick- 
ness, he should be a dominant DT in college. 

DB Thurman Ward (6-2, 
190) from Starkville, MS, was an All-State quar- 
terback in high school who should become an 
impact player at free safety in college. 

With several great 
freshmen defensive line prospects heading fo 
Tuscaloosa this August, it will be interesting to 
follow their progress over the next four years. 

If injuries or academic woes do not retard the 
progress of this outstanding class, | expect 
Crimson Tide fans will be talking about the 
class of 2000 for years to come. 


With all the publicity garnered by the ter- 
rific Alabama class, the Auburn Tigers slowly 
and methodically went about their recruiting 
business and came up with what | consider to 
be an outstanding class. The Tigers lost four of 
the top five prospects in-state, but rebounded 
by signing five of the next six top Alabama 
prospects. Heading to Auburn are such in-state 
talents as DL Bret Eddins (6-5, 255) of Mont- 
gomery; LB Karlos Dansby of Birmingham; 
LB Spencer Johnson (6-3, 238) of Silas; 
underrated and athletic TE Jimmy St. Louis 
(6-5, 240) of Cullman; and one of the state's 
top six prospects, DB Mayo Sowell, a 6-2, 
215-pounder from Birmingham; along with 
superstar DL Marcus White, a 6-3, 270- 
pound defensive lineman from Theodore, who 
recorded 76 tackles, 12 QB sacks in ‘99 along 
with 28 tackles for loss. Finally, they also 
signed one of the country’s top five placekickers 
in Phil Yost of Auburn. The Tigers needed 
help at the quarterback position and got one of 
the nation’s top two prospects at that spot, 
Jason Campbell of Taylorsville, MS. 

With the Tide signing many of the state's 
top prospects, the Tigers needed an extra boost 
by signing out-of-state supers like super strong 
NT Nate French (6-3, 290} of Moultrie, one 
of the top ten prospects in Georgia; one of the 
top ten prospects in South Carolina, DB Rod- 
ney Mars of Laurens, a premier defender with 
hitting ability and great speed; junior college 
All-American DL Javor Mills (6-5, 250) of 
Holmes CC, MS; junior college All-American 
running back Rudi Johnson; long-armed and 
quick-footed Alton Moore, a 6-6, 240-pound 
DL from S.W. Mississippi CC; and one of the top 
six prospects in Georgia TE Jay Ratliff (6-5, 
220) of Valdosta, a sure-handed receiver with 
deceptive speed and who shows an uncanny 


knack of geting open. Also signed where three 
of the state’s top prospects in ‘98 — TE Robert 
Johnson of Hargrave Military Academy via 
Montgomery; DB Vietor Horn of Huntsville; 
and WR Deandre Green of Prichard. 

QB Jason Campbell is a 6- 
5, 185-pound super from Taylorsville, MS, who 
passed for 1,838 yards and 19 TDs in 99 and 
threw for 2,719 yards and 33 TDs in ‘98. He’s 
a superior athlete with All-American ability in 
both football and basketball. 

DL Jamaal Whyce, a 6-1, 
255-pound DL from Miami Central, FL, who 
was overlooked by some schools due to lack of 
height. But most people who have seen him 
believe this super strong and quick-footed 
defender has what it takes to become a domi- 
nant DT in college. 

Auburn does a terrific 
job of recruiting great athletes who can play a 
number of positions. Therefore, this group of 33 
strong could become the class that leads the 
Tigers back to national prominence. 


like Michigan and UCLA, Georgia came 
in second on too many impact players to finish 
in the nation’s Top Ten this recruiting season. 
However, this class is loaded with blue chip 
athletes particularly on the offensive side of 
the ball. Georgia needed help at the running 
back position and got it in a big way when 
they landed the top RB prospect on the West 
Coast, Albert Hollis of Sacramento, CA. 
They are also excited about another sprinter 
with great size, Musa Smith (6-2, 210) of 
West Perry, PA. Another weak position that 
needed shoring up was the quarterback posi- 
tion. All Georgia did was go out and get 
super-talented signal-caller Sean Jones of 
Atlanta, a premier prospect who passed for 
2,510 yards and 26 TDs while also rushing 
for over 500 yards and nine scores. He’s an 
outstanding athlete with unlimited potential. 
They also signed Matt Redding (6-2, 210) 
of Madison County, FL, and All-State signal- 
caller David Greene (6-3, 185) of Lithonia. 

A couple of other impressive offensive 
recruits were TE Andre Zeliner (6-4, 225) of 
Forsyth, GA, and former prep All-American 
Reggie Brown of Carrollton, GA, via Geor- 
gia Military Academy. The 6-2, 185-pound 
Brown runs a 4.3 40 and is an electrifying 
performer. The Bulldogs also shored up their 
defensive line by getting the signatures of DE 
Arnold Harrison of Augusta, GA, and for- 
mer prep All-American Jon Sullivan (6-3, 
270) of Hargrave Military in Virginia. Another 
super catch was DB Ronnie Powell of Jack- 
sonville, Fl, a 4.4 sprinter with outstanding 
leaping ability and great change of direction. 

RB Albert Hollis of Sacra- 

mento Christian Brothers, CA, is a sprinter who 
rushed for 2,060 yards and 32 TDs in '99. Hollis 
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committed to UCLA, then switched to the Bulldogs. 

DB Rod Davis (6-4, 210) from 
Stone Mountain, GA, is an aggressive defender 
with outstanding skills who could play outside line- 
backer or free safety in college. 

Despite the fact that 
the Bulldogs came in second on several top 
prospects, they still landed a class that's 
loaded with athletes who can run, particu- 
larly on the offensive side of the ball. 
Coach Jim Donnan and his staff did a good 
job of filling their needs. 


Former coach Gerry DiNardo had gotten 
the Tigers off to a great start during the early 
part of the ‘99 recruiting season. However, after 
being replaced in November, the Tigers recruit- 
ing machine slowed to a snail's pace. With the 
signing of new coach Nick Saban in December, 
things started to roll once again and the Tigers 
signed a more than respectable class. Relying 
on loyalty from in-state prospects, coach Saban 
and four assistants scoured the state for blue 
chip athletes and they came up with several 
potential supers that include OL Kade 
Comeaux (6-6, 300} of Crowley; super swift 
WR Erin Damond of Bogalusa; DL John 
Paul Jones (6-2, 270) of Carencro; small, but 
hard-hitting LB Marvin Jones of Hammond; OL 
Nate Livings (6-5, 300) of Lake Charles, an 
unusually quick tackle with great technique; LB 
Lionel Turner (6-3, 225) of Walker; and 
superstar RB Derron Parquet of Metairie. 

Although they didn’t have a whole lot of 
time to recruit out-of-state, the Tigers were able 
to land one of the nation’s premier CB 
prospects, Adrian Mayes, a 6-2, 200- 
pounder from Houston, who many scouts con- 
sider to be one of the top two cornerback 
prospects in the nation. They also signed TE 
Stephan Peterman (6-5, 260) of Wave- 
land, MS, and All-Alabama DL Brad West of 
Gurley. A couple of super late signees were 
DL Chris Henry (6-6, 275) of Houston, TX, 
and Louisiana sprint champion Devery Hen- 
derson (6-1, 180) of Opelousas, who could 
play RB, WR or DB. 

RB Derron Parquet is a 
6-0, 210-pounder from Metairie Rummel, LA, 
who rushed for 2,230 yards and 25 TDs in 
‘99 and who ranks as one of the nation’s top 
four running backs. He is a power back with 
blazing speed and great vision. 
QB Marcus Randall (6-3, 
215) from Baton Rouge Glen Oaks, LA, is an 
unpolished signal-caller with arm strength and 
speed to be a great quarterback in college. 
Saban put together 
an outstanding class under difficult condi- 
tions. Tiger fans should expect a great 
recruiting class next year now that he has a 
full staff and a full year to get things done. 


SUC RBCRUITING 


The Bulldogs, once again led by coach 
Jackie Sherrill, landed the majority of blue chip 
athletes in the state of Mississippi. This year their 
in-state haul was led by QB-ATH Ray Ray 
Bivines of Gautier and his teammate Antonio 
Hargro, a 6-4, 185-pound WR with great leap- 
ing ability and terrific speed. They are also 
excited about other in-state prospects such as 
DB Bryan Schumaker of Ackerman; DL 
Jadice Moore (6-4, 260) of Port Gibson; All- 
South DB Jon Bell of Tupelo; hard-hitting LB 
Jason Clark (6-2, 230) of Starkville, who is 
one of the hardest hitting ball players in the 
South and is the cousin of Washington Redskins 
Gary Clark; and LB J.J. Grant (6-3, 220) of 
Clinton, who totaled an impressive 71 tackles 
and 16 QB sacks in ‘99. The Bulldogs needed 
immediate help in the secondary and were able 
to land junior college All-American Dale Hall, 
a 5-9, 180-pound speedster with outstanding 
one-on-one skills from Garden City CC, KS, to 
go along with Schumaker and Bell. Another 
super catch was heavily recruited DL Demotto 
Youngblood, a 6-5, 270-pound rush end from 
Hargrave Military Academy in Virginia. 

QB Ray Ray Bivines of Gautier 
is a terrific athlete with the skills to become an All- 
American QB, WR or DB. This season he passed for 
1,353 yards and 17 TDs, while rushing for over 
1,000 yards and 13 scores. 

DB Bryan Shumaker of Acker- 
man, MS, is only 5-8, 185, but possesses 
great leaping ability and deceptive speed and 
is one of the hardest hitting DBs in the country. 

The Bulldogs went into 
this recruiting season looking for help at DB, 
LB, DL and WR and certainly filled their needs. 
When you combine this year’s outstanding 
class with last year’s group of blue chippers, 
you can see why Bulldog fans are starting to 
get excited about their school’s future. 


I've said over the past couple of years that 
no one does as good a job as the Kentucky 
Wildcats in their spring evaluations. This year 
was no exception. The Wildcats, once again, 
got off to a good start and were able to keep 
the majority of top in-state prospects home. 
The biggest catch was QB Shane Boyd, 

a 6-2, 210-pound signal-caller from Lexington 
who the Wildcats got on signing day. They 
are also excited about DL Jeremy Caudill, 
a 6-3, 290-pounder from Prestonburg; OL 
Josh Jaggers, a 6-4, 290-pound two-time 
All-Stater from Danville; and Dan Burnett 
(6-5, 250) of Lexington. The Wildcats also 
picked up their out-of-state recruiting a notch 
by landing one of Ohio's top two prospects, 
OL Antonio Hall of Canton. 

They are also excited about underrated 
WR Justin Hermas of Shreveport, LA, who 


has caught over 100 passes from Florida 
signee Brock Berlin over the past three years. 
Also heading to Lexington will be superstar 
WR Antwoine Lias, a 6-3, 195-pounder 
from Memphis, TN, and blue chip DL 
DeWayne Robertson, a 6-3, 300-pounder 
from Memphis, who chose the Wildcats over 
Alabama. Blue dart RB Chad Scott from 
Plant City, FL, and another Memphis area 
super RB Anthony Stevenson, are two 
backs who could make an immediate contribu- 
tion. Sure-handed TE Eric Arling (6-5, 240) 
of Cincinnati and hard-hitting DB Leonard 
Burress of Memphis round out an extremely 
big and athletic Wildcat class. 

OL Antonio Hall, a 6-5, 
300-pounder from Canton McKinley, OH, is 
an enormously-gifted tackle who could wind 
up playing tackle, guard or center in col- 
lege. He was a huge loss to the Buckeyes of 
Ohio State who considered him to be 
Ohio's No. 1 prospect. 

DB Leonard Burress (5-11, 
180) from Memphis Trezevant, TN, took a 
back seat to the state's No. 1 prospect, DL 
Albert Means. However, most scouts believe he 
will become an impact player at free safety. 

The Wildcats went 

into this recruiting season looking for tall, 
fast wide receivers and offensive and defen- 
sive lines help. It is apparent that the Wild- 
cats struck gold at all three spots. 


Despite an 0-11 record last season, 
coach Lou Holtz scored big in the need depart- 
ment landing several talented Ols, QBs and 
RBs. The Gamecocks were a presence in-state 
during the entire recruiting season and were 
able to land such local notables as two-time 
All-State RB Jamacia Jackson of Sumter; 

LB Brian Brownlee (6-2, 230) of Abbeville; 
DL Carl Smalls (6-2, 260) of Charleston; one 
of the nation’s top TE prospects, Hart Turner 
(6-5, 230) of Spartanburg; and huge Jason 
Harris (6-6, 340) of Greenville. Another 
important in-state catch was QB Red Wilson 
of Cross. South Carolina also managed to 
land one of Georgia's top two GB prospects in 
Dondrial Pinkins (6-3, 215) of Camilla, 
who accounted for over 2,000 yards in total 
offense in '99. The Gamecocks certainly 
addressed their needs at the OL position, sign- 
ing not only Harris, but also Nick Johnson, 
a 6-5, 320-pounder from Loganville, GA, and 
Chad Walker (6-4, 300) of Albertville, AL, 
two talents with great futures. 

Needing depth at RB, they are also excited 
about junior college All-American RB Corey 
Alexander of Golf Coast CC, FL, and Gonzie 
Gray, a speedster from Waldorf, MD. Another 
super catch was junior college All-American 
WR James Adkisson, a 6-4, 210-pounder 
from Kemper JC, MS, who should be an imme- 


diate starter. This fine group is not a class you 
normally associate with an 0-11 team. 

WR James Adkisson, is a 
6-4, 210-pounder from Kemper JC in Missouri 
who has been blessed with blazing speed and 
outstanding concentration. He is the prototype 
go-to guy who runs with the corners and takes 
a hit over the middle. 

QB Rod Wilson, the 6-3, 200- 
pounder from Cross, SC, with 4.6 speed. Dur- 
ing his prep career, he has thrown for over 
3,000 yards and 40 TDs. He is also a talented 
safety on defense where he recorded 54 tack- 
les and six QB sacks. He has the arm strength 
and mobility to make it big at the next level. 

The Gamecocks have 
put together a surprisingly good recruiting 
class considering their ‘99 record. They have 
become a presence in such recruiting areas as 
South Carolina and North Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida and Alabama. 


Coach Houston Nutt has become a force 
recruiting the state of Arkansas and once 
again did a great job recruiting the state of 
Texas. Their game plan was to clean out their 
own state early and they did just that. The 
Razorbacks got early commitments from QB 
Zak Clark of Fayetteville; LB Shane 
Collins of Mountain Home; DL Arrion 
Dixon, a 6-4, 250-pounder from Wynne; 
and DL Jayson Johnson (6-3, 270) of Little 
Rock. The Texas haul was smaller, but even 
more impressive, landing one of Texas’ top 
athletes, Jason Peters of Queen City, and 
one of the nation’s premier CB prospects 
Lawrence Richardson of Galveston, 
along with DL Brian Watson (6-5, 280) of 
Houston. Other Southern blue chippers signed 
by the Razorbacks were super fast LB Carl- 
ton Baker, a 6-2, 215-pounder from Belle 
Glades, FL; WR Stephen Harris of 
Hialeah, FL; and one of the top prospects in 
the state of Georgia, RB/LB Brandon 
Holmes, a 6-2, 220-pounder with 4.6 speed 
from Atlanta. An overlooked prospect with 
enormous potential is super fast RB Radale 
Pearson of Memphis, TN, who is a two-time 
All-Metro selection with explosive speed and 
terrific vision. He has rushed for close to 
3,000 yards and 37 TDs, averaging 7.5 
yards per carry over the past two years. 

DB Lawrence Richardson, 
5-11, 170, from Galveston Ball, TX, a very 
instinctive player with great reactions. In ‘99 
he had 64 tackles and six picks. He also 
accumulated close to 2,000 yards total 
offense at quarterback. In track, Lawrence 
took the state’s 200-meter race and had a 
hand-held time of 10.17 in the 100-meters. 

TE Jason Peters, 6-4, 270, 

from Queen City, TX. He is a sleeper in that he 


SUC RECRUITING 


has not received attention due him. This big man 
can run a 4.6 40 and shows control and agility 
of a 200-pounder. Last season, he recorded 75 
tackles and seven QB sacks on defense and 
proved to be an outstanding blocker on offense. 

Arkansas went into 
this recruiting season in dire need of offen- 
sive and defensive line help. When all was 
said and done, they had signed five very tal- 
ented OL prospects and seven big, quick DL 
prospects. They also signed five very athletic 
and aggressive DB prospects. 


Coach David Cutcliffe did a good job of 
blending junior college prospects with high 
school talent this recruiting season. It was 
a very good year in the state of Mississippi 
and although they lost several top-notch 
prospects, they were still able to sign All- 
State and heavily-recruited tackle James 
Campbell (6-6, 290) of Olive Branch; super 
aggressive LB Johnny Ducking (6-4, 240) 
of Greenville; DB Tavarus Horne of Hatties- 
burg; DL Dan Booth (6-4, 260) of Amory; 
and OL Doug Buckles (6-5, 275) of Madi- 
son. A big-time out-of-state catch for the 
Rebels was WR Bill Flowers of Pelham, AL, 
one of that state’s fastest players and son of 
former Tennessee standout Richmond Flowers. 

Blue chip junior college prospects include 
Rodney Burgess, a DB from Hutchinson CC, 
KS; super talented DL Ken Jackson, a 6-3, 
300-pound run-stopping defender from Hinds 
CC, MS; huge OL Mareus Johnson (6-6, 
330) of Coffeyville, KS; and DL Jason Youngs 
(6-7, 285) of College of the Canyons, CA. 

OL Doug Buckles of 
Madison Central, MS, was widely consid- 
ered to be one of the top three prospects in 
the state. He is a two-time All-Stater who is a 
bull of a run blocker and who can bury a 
defender. An extremely aggressive player, 
he graded 91 percent in his blocking assign- 
ments in ‘99. 


LB Johnny Ducking from 
Greenville, MS, a quick backer and one of 
the South’s hardest hitters. A two-time All- 
Stater, he had over 100 tackles three 
straight seasons. 

The Rebels may have 
lost several in-state players to Mississippi State, 
but they rebounded well doing a terrific job in 
the junior colleges and signing well-rounded 
athletes from around the rest of the South, 


The Commodores are one of the confer- 
ence’s most successful national recruiting 
teams, particularly this year, signing 18 play- 
ers from eleven different states, This class 
should go a long way in helping Vandy 


improve team speed. Even their offensive line 
recruits have quick feet. They include Greg 
Robson (6-4, 270) of Schaumburg, IL; 
Justin Geisinger (6-4, 290) of Pittsburgh, 
PA; and Robert Dinwiddle (6-5, 250) of 
Hendersonville, TN, a major talent who could 
wind up playing either TE or OG in college. 

The Commodores needed to address their 
lack of depth at both running back and 
defensive back and did it with the signatures 
of Ronald Hatcher, a 5-10 180-pound RB 
from Birmingham, Al; Ray Perkins, a 5-10, 
180-pound RB from Fort Lauderdale, FL; DB 
Gary Wright (5-9, 170) of Copperas Cove, 
TX, a CB with 4.4 speed; big Zeke Bran- 
don (6-2, 225), an RB/LB from Copperas 
Cove, TX; Nick Lyle, a 6-2, 205-pound DB 
from Cincinnati, OH; RB Norval McKenzie 
(5-11, 200) from Powder Springs, GA; and 
two-way standout Tim Meyer (6-3, 190) 
from Barrington, IL, a standout wide receiver 
and free safety. The Vandy staff is also 
excited about all-state DB Lorenzo Parker 
of Farmington Hills, Ml, a 5-11, 175-pounder 
with 4.5 speed who picked off 12 passes in 
his prep career. Perhaps the best athlete in 
this class is Chris Young, a 6-2, 185-pound 
prep quarterback from Batesville, MS. Vandy 
fans are also excited about LB Pat Brunner 
(6-3, 240) of Cincinnati, OH, a deceptively 
fast and aggressive ILB. There was also a 
major need to fill at DT and the Commodores 
got it with the signatures of Aaron Carter 
(6-3, 265) of Wallingford, PA, and Matt 
Clay (6-2, 250) of Powder Springs, GA. 

QB Chris Young of 
Batesville-South Panola, MS, was considered 
one of that state’s top athletes. He was strictly 
an option QB in high school with exceptional 
running skills. He will likely be switched to 
either wide receiver or cornerback in college. 
DB Tim Meyer (6-3, 190) with 

4.5 speed from Barrington, IL, played in only 
one game in ‘99, but showed the range, quick 
feet and body control to become an outstand- 
ing free safety in college. 

With the toughest 
academic restrictions in the conference, the 
Commodores recruit nationally out of 
necessity. The focus this year was on ath- 
letes in just about every position and they 
succeeded particularly well with running 
backs, defensive backs and defensive line- 
men. Since it is extremely difficult for 
Vandy to go head-to-head with most of 
their conference rivals, it is essential that 
they locate and evaluate athletes not in the 
recruiting mainstream. Over the past cou- 
ple of years, they have done a fantastic job 
with this and rank with Kentucky, Purdue 
and Wisconsin as one of the best evaluat- 
ing staffs in the country. O 


— By Tom Lemming/Prep Football Report 


SEC EAST 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 


Florida 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 
South Carolina 


SEC WEST 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 


Alabama 

Ole Miss 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Auburn 

Arkansas 


The Gators haven't won an SEC championship since 1996. 
It’s time for the league’s most talented team to produce. 
After five straight Top 10 finishes, Vols can't avoid a slide. 
The defense bucks up as the offense keeps scoring. 
‘Dores’ shot at a bowl game — 17 returning starters. 

Lou Holtz’s team will be horrible again. 


Defending SEC champions have 18 starters back. 

Rebels lost four games by a combined 15 points last year. 
Saban hopes to bring first-year magic to talented team. 
SEC's best defense loses eight starters, but had depth. 
Revitalized offense will help Tigers contend for bow! bid. 
Hogs lost key starters on both sides of the ball. 


Gg 


TOP TO BOTTOM 


Alabama 
Florida 
Georgia 
Tennessee 

Ole Miss 

LSU 
Mississippi State 
Auburn 
Arkansas 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 
South Carolina 


SU has been one of the great mys- 

teries in college football over the 

past 10 years. Can Nick Saban 
solve it? 

Saban inherits a tradition-rich pro- 
gram that hasn't won an SEC champi- 
onship since 1986 and has had eight 
losing seasons in the past 11 years. Saban 
becomes the fourth head coach since 
1990 ... can he succeed where others 
before him have failed? 

Question marks abound. First, he was 
34-24-1 in five years at Michigan State. 
Gerry DiNardo was 33-24-1 in five years at 
LSU and got fired. The difference? In the 
past two years, DiNardo’s Tigers were 
7-15 while Saban’s Spartans were 15-7. 

Saban, 48, has hardly any college 
coaching experience in the South. Except 
for a two-year stint at West Virginia (sec- 
ondary, 1978-79), he’s been in the North, 
Northeast or NFL. 

Yet, he brings strong credentials. 

“He's a first-rate person and he’s a mar- 
velous football coach,” said Bill Polian, presi- 
dent of the Indianapolis Colts. “He brings all 
the right values to the position and to the 
job. He believes in an exciting and up- 
tempo offense and yet his teams are always 
terrifically sound and very physical.” 

Perhaps Saban’s no-nonsense 
approach is just what LSU needs. The 
Tigers return 17 starters and should be 
the most improved team in the league. 

A jump from 3-8 to 8-3 wouldn't be a 
shock. A key is Saban instilling a winning 
attitude into a team that lost close games 
last season to Top 25 teams Georgia, 
Alabama and Mississippi State. 

Saban might also benefit from the 
first-year magic enjoyed by several other 
SEC coaches who have inherited talented 
programs in the past 10 years. 

* David Cutcliffe was 8-4 at Ole Miss 
last season. 

+ Houston Nutt started 8-0 his first 
season at Arkansas. 

* Gerry DiNardo was 7-4 his first year at LSU. 

+ Brad Scott led South Carolina to its one 
and only bowl victory in 1994. 

+ Terry Bowden opened 11-0 at Aubum. 

+ Tennessee was 10-1 in Phillip Fulmer's 
regular-season debut. 

+ And Steve Spurrier went 9-2 in his 
first year. 

LSU could challenge Alabama in the 
West Division if the quarterback position 
is productive and the defense plays up to 
its talent level. 

Both Josh Booty and Rohan Davey 


MOST VALUABLE 
PLAYER 
Quincy Carter, QB, Georgia 


OFFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF YEAR 
Deuce McAllister, RB, Ole Miss 


DEFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF YEAR 
Alex Brown, DE, Florida 


NEWCOMER 
OF THE YEAR 
Reggie Brown, WR, Georgia 


OFFENSE — First Team 

QB Quincy Carter Ur, 62 220 
RB Travis Henry Sr. 5-10 222 
RB Deuce McAllister Sr. 6-1 220 
WR Ronney Daniels So. 6-1 207 

WR Cedrick Wilson Sr. 5-10 170 
TE Terry Jones, Jr. Jr 6-3 = 262 
OL Terrence Metcalf Jr. 6-3 300 

OL KenyattaWalker Jr 6-5 301 

OL PorkChopWomackSr. 6-3 336 

OL Dante Ellington So. 6-6 335 

C Paul Hogan Sr. 6-4 275 
AP Freddie Milons Ge -lbeslss 
PK Jeff Chandler Sr. 6-2 206 
DEFENSE — First Team 

DE Kindal Moorehead Jr. 6-3 293 
DE Alex Brown Jr 6-4 251 

DT Gerard Warren Jr 6-6-4 =: 300 
DT RichardSeymour Sr. 6-6 286 
LB SaleemRasheed So. 6-3 220 
LB. Eddie Strong Jr 6-2 248 

LB. Jamie Winborn Jr 6-6-0 =—-232 
DB Andre Lott Sr. 5-11 185 
DB Fred Smoot Sr. 6-1 173 
DB Pig Prather diy wOrOure ioe 
DB Marquand Manuel Jr. 6-0 203 
P  DavidLeaverton Sr. 6-4 210 
OFFENSE — Second Team 
QB Romaro Miller Sr. 6-1 195 
RB Cedric Cobbs So. 6-2 220 
RB EarmestGraham So. 5-10 218 
WR Terrence Edwards So. 6-2 175 
WR Jerel Myers So. 5-11 169 
TE Elliott Carson Sr. 6-5 250 
OL Louis Williams Sr. 6-6 300 
OL JonasJennings Sr. 6-4 302 

OL Mike Pucillo Jr 6-4 = 307 

OL Fred Weary Jr 6-4 301 

C Josh Melton So. 6-4 302 
AP Bo Carroll Sr 5-9 165 
PK Les Binkley Sr. 5-9 170 
DEFENSE — Second Team 
DE Will Overstreet Jr. 6-4 = =260 
DE DennisJohnson Jr. 6-7 255 
DT Marcus Stroud Sr. 6-6 300 
DT Derrick Chambers Sr. 6-4 270 
LB Andra Davis Jr 66-1 = 244 
LB. Eric Westmoreland Sr. 6-0 230 
LB QuentonCaver Sr. 6-5 230 
DB Jimmy Williams Sr. 5-10 193 
DB Larry Casher Sr. 5-11 168 
DB Anthony Wajda Jr. 6-1 189 
DB Reggie Myles Jr. 5-11 185 
P Damon Duval So. 6-0 175 


Georgia 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss 
Auburn 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
Florida 
Miss. State 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Florida 


Alabama 
Florida 
Florida 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 
Miss. State 
Miss. State 
Florida 
Tennessee 


Vanderbilt 
LSU 
Georgia 
Auburn 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Ole Miss 


Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Georgia 
Florida 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
Vanderbilt 
Auburn 
Kentucky 
Alabama 
Auburn 


have shown flashes at quarterback, but Booty will be primarily counted 
on for a breakout season since Davey suffered a serious knee injury 
during an offseason charity basketball game. The receiving corps is 

a good one, the offensive line and running backs are adequate. But for 
the Tigers to do anything of substance, the defense must improve — 
they were last in the SEC in run defense and ninth in scoring defense 
in 1999, 

The schedule is somewhat favorable, with LSU catching Tennessee 
and Alabama at home. But the Tigers haven't beaten Tennessee in 
Baton Rouge since 1974, or Alabama in Tiger Stadium since 1969, 

Alas, Alabama, which won the SEC championship for the first time 
since 1992, is a heavy favorite to win the league again. But there's 
nothing to say the Tide won't falter playing at Knoxville, at Baton 
Rouge and at Starkville ... leaving the door ajar for the Ole Miss Rebels 
or potentially resurgent Tigers to slip through. 

Still, Alabama and Florida are the clear picks in the West and East 

.. but it won’t be easy for either of them. 


EAST DIVISION 


Here’s Georgia's chance. The Bulldogs have the most talent in the 
East, but haven't been able to win the big games. 
That gives the edge to Florida, particularly after Tennessee had nine 


players drafted, including five players who had college eligibility remaining. 


Florida hasn't won the SEC Championship since its national champi- 
onship team of 1996. So you can bet coach Steve Spurrier is antsy. He even 
apologized to his team at the end of last season for being too negative. 

The Gators get the nod in the East because of defense, not 
Spurrier’s Fun 'N Gun offense. The defense, which ranked ninth in the 
nation against the run, returns an outstanding front four, led by Alex 
Brown and Gerard Warren, and four quality defensive backs. 

Earnest Graham is one of the SEC’s top backs and the Gator line 
should be good. But quarterback and receiver, long staples of Florida’s 
attack, are shaky. Jesse Palmer struggled last season as Doug Johnson's 
backup. And wideouts Travis Taylor and Darrell Jackson, who combined 
for 101 catches, bypassed their senior seasons to turn pro. 

Palmer's development is the key to Florida's success. 

Georgia only wishes things were that simple in Athens. The Bull- 
dogs have underachieved the past two seasons, owing to their egg- 
laying performances against Florida and Tennessee. 

Yet, Quincy Carter rates with the best quarterbacks in the nation; 
Jasper Sanks appears ready to top his 896-yard rushing season; the 
Offensive line and receiving corps have great young talent. 

The defense seems likely to show vast improvement under new 
coordinator Gary Gibbs (yes, the former Oklahoma head coach), who 
was hired to bolster a tumultuous situation in which the Bulldogs were 
actually last in the SEC under first-year coordinator Kevin Ramsey. 


= 1. QUINCY CARTER QB Georgia Jr. All he lacks is consistency to be the complete package. 
mes. SALEEMRASHEED LB Alabama SO. Pure talent is one of best Tide LBs in 10 years. 
Ea 3. ALEX BROWN DE Florida Jr. When at the top of his game, nobody can block him. 
| 4. DEUCE MCALLISTER RB Ole Miss Sr. Great all-purpose talent, can run and catch. 
Es 5. RONNEY DANIELS WR Auburn So. SEC Freshman of the Year last season, has jets. 

6. GERARD WARREN DT Florida Jr. With Brown, gives Gators dynamite inside-out combo. 
—] 7. TRAVIS HENRY RB Tennessee Sr. Was sensational in stop-gap role, now the job’s alll his. 
a, 8. FREDDIE MILONS WR Alabama Jr. The most electrifying player in the league. 
© 2. JAMIE WINBORN LB Vanderbilt So. He knows where the ball is going, and gets after it. 
= 10. KENYATTA WALKER OT Florida Sr. Big and quick, a difference-maker up front. 


THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST 


TEAM EMERGING STAR TOP NEWCOMER UNSUNG HERO 
ALABAMA WR Freddie Milons LB Saleem Rasheed LB Brooks Daniels C Paul Hogan 
ARKANSAS RB Cedric Cobbs DE Carlos Hall WR Sam Breeden LB Quenton Caver 
AUBURN WR Ronney Daniels QB Ben Leard RB Rudi Johnson OG Mike Pucillo 
FLORIDA RB Earnest Graham DT Gerard Warren DB Tre Orr SS Marquand Manuel 
GEORGIA QB Quincy Carter LB Kendrell Bell WR Reggie Brown CB Jamie Henderson 
KENTUCKY QB Dusty Bonner FS Anthony Wajda OL Antonio Hall LB Ryan Murphy 

LSU WR Jerel Myers LB Treverance Faulk DB Adrian Mayes OL Louis Williams 
MISSISSIPPI QB Romaro Miller LB Eddie Strong CB Justin Coleman PK Les Binkley 
MISSISSIPPI STATE CB Fred Smoot FS Pig Prather CB Julius Griffith DE Conner Stephens 
SOUTH CAROLINA WR Jermale Kelly NG Cleveland Pinkney DB Corey Alexander DT Cecil Caldwell 
TENNESSEE RB Travis Henry WR Donte’ Stallworth QB Casey Clausen OLB Eric Westmoreland 
VANDERBILT LB Jamie Winborn CB Jimmy Williams TE Robert Dinwiddle TE Elliott Carson 


KICK OFF 
0%. 


Saving money is always in season at Books-A-Million. 
So, kickoff the football season with a better price on your favorite sports books. And when you get the Books-A-Million 
Millionaire’s Club Discount Card you'll save even more: 40% on our top ten hardback bestsellers. 25% on our top 


ten paperback bestsellers. Plus 10% on everything else everyday. So, come into Books-A-Million and score a great deal. 


BOOKS-A-MILLION 


FLORIDA JUNIOR RUSH END ALEX BROWN EARNED ALL-AMERICAN 
HONORS LAST YEAR AND SET A SCHOOL RECORD WITH 13 SACKS. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Georgia has the ability to win the league championship, rate in the 
top five nationally, and even take a run at the Orange Bowl ... but this is 
a program that has lost 10 straight to Tennessee and nine of 10 to Florida. 

After five straight Top 10 finishes, Tennessee tumbles. The Vols 
must find a quarterback and rebuild the offensive line . 

Kentucky has the offense to beat anybody at any time, but not the 
defense. Vanderbilt has the defense to spike up this season (first bowl 
bid since 1982?). And South Carolina can’t possibly extend its national- 
longest 21-game losing streak too much longer. 


WEST DIVISION 


The West has been a wide-open tussle in most seasons lately, with 
four different programs capturing the division title in the past five years. 

Yet, Alabama appears ready to return to the state of dominance it 
enjoyed for so much of the past 40 years. After losing an un-Alabama- 
like 12 games in two seasons, the youthful Crimson Tide rebounded 
last season in a big way. 

Now they’re loaded with experience. The Tide lost two first round 
draft choices — offensive lineman Chris Samuels and running back 
Shaun Alexander — but anything short of another West Division title 
would be a major disappointment to the 18 returning starters. 


SEPTEMBER 2 

Alabama at UCLA 

Kentucky at Louisville 

New Mexico St. at S. Carolina 


SEPTEMBER 9 

Auburn at Ole Miss Early game could set the tone for West race. 
SEPTEMBER 16 

Florida at Tennessee Annually the biggest game of the year in the SEC. 
Mississippi State at BYU Long trip for Bulldogs to face Mountain power. 
SEPTEMBER 23 

Alabama at Arkansas Hogs find out early if they'll be a West contender. 

Duke at Vanderbilt lf Commodores want to go bowling, this is a must win. 
SEPTEMBER 30 

Tennessee at LSU Vols lead series 18-3-3; haven't lost at LSU since 74. 
Georgia at Arkansas A must-win for Bulldogs if they want to capture the East. 
OCTOBER 7 

LSU at Florida Florida should win, but good measuring stick for Tigers. 
Tennessee at Georgia Vols haven't lost to Bulldogs since 1988. 

OCTOBER 14 

Ole Miss at Alabama Tide must protect home turf fo repeat West title. 
OCTOBER 21 

Alabama at Tennessee Vols have won five straight, but Tide has more talent. 
OCTOBER 28 

Georgia vs. Florida Annual showdown in Jacksonville could be for East title. 
Arkansas at Auburn Only room for one in this year’s bowl biz? 
NOVEMBER 4 

Alabama at LSU lt Saban has first-year magic, this is where it shows. 
NOVEMBER 11 

Alabama at Mississippi State Bulldogs are rebuilding, but always tough on Tide. 

LSU at Ole Miss If Alabama falters, this game could help decide West. 
NOVEMBER 18 

Aubum at Alabama It looks like another Iron Bowl with major ramifications. 
Florida at Florida State Seminoles could be on a 22-game winning streak. 

Ole Miss at Georgia Both could be closing in on division title. 
NOVEMBER 25 

Georgia Tech at Georgia One of the most entertaining series in the country lately. 


Mississippi State at Ole Miss 


Tide steps out fo West Coast for intersectional tilt. 
Hoops-like tussle; 186 points scored in 1998-99 games. 
Gamecocks beter end 21-game losing streak NOW! 


Egg Bowl is always wild, with 2000 no exception. 


SEC line play has always been important, and Alabama has 
outstanding offensive and defensive lines. 

Andrew Zow and Tyler Watts are quality quarterbacks, and if 
DuBose can get the most out of them — as he did at the end of last 
season — the Tide will be potent even with four tag-team tailbacks. 
Wideout Freddie Milons is one of the SEC’s top big-play athletes. 


And, of course, Alabama always wins with defense. The line features 
bookends Kindal Moorehead and Kenny King. Saleem Rasheed is the next 
in a great line of Bama linebackers. The secondary returns all four starters. 

Ole Miss is dangerous, too, especially with that offense that will 
keep the Rebels firing away in any game. Tailbacks Deuce McAllister 
and Joe Gunn combined for 1,760 yards last year, when Romaro Miller 
passed for 1,999 and had a 2-1 touchdown-to-interception ratio. 

But the Rebels must play Alabama, Arkansas and Georgia on the road. 

Mississippi State is always dangerous, but the Bulldogs are also 
always offensively challenged and they lose eight starters off the SEC’s 
best defense. Auburn is improving, but still is a ways away from making 
arun, and Arkansas’ lineup is too young to contend (only nine retuming 
starters, with a tough QB to replace in three-year starter Clint Stoerner). 

That leaves Alabama ... and perhaps LSU. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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The Ripple Effect. It is what motivates us at AmSouth to live each day by these six 
very basic values. Each value is like a pebble on still waters. Asimple beginning with 
far-reaching impact. In banking, as well as in everyday life, the benefits are endless. 
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ence games, in part fo avoid the advantage Mississippi State 
enjoyed in the East Division the past two years. 

Because of the way the 5-2-1 (five divisional games, two permanent, 
one rotating) format worked, State didn’t have to play the big three in the 
East — Florida, Tennessee and Georgia — each of the past two seasons. 
That gave the Bulldogs a sizable competitive edge in the West. 

The new format — if approved by SEC presidents and chancellors — 
would have one permanent opponent and two rotating opponents. That 
would prevent teams that once had fierce rivalries (such as Tennessee and 
Auburn) from going six years without playing. 

It also would provide a better inventory of games for television. 

The new format is expected to be implemented in 2002. 

In the meantime, Mississippi State, which just finished a two-year rota- 
tion against Vanderbilt, welcomes Florida to its schedule this season. 

Florida is glad to see Alabama rotate off the schedule after the Tide 
beat the Gators twice. But then again, that means Florida can't get its 


Ss: athletic directors favor a different rotation for playing confer- 


revenge for a while. The Gators don’t have a bargain in picking up Missis- 
sippi State, which has the best SEC and overall record in the West over the 


past two seasons. 

Defending SEC champion Alabama made the best trade, dropping 
Florida in favor of 0-11 South Carolina. Auburn was right behind, dropping 
Tennessee for Kentucky. 

The rest of the SEC: 

Arkansas drops Kentucky, picks up Georgia 

Georgia drops LSU, picks up Arkansas 

Kentucky drops Arkansas, picks up Ole Miss 

LSU drops Georgia, picks up Tennessee 

Ole Miss drops USC, picks up Kentucky 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


enew look 


USC drops Ole Miss, picks up Alabama 
Tennessee drops Auburn, picks up LSU 
Vanderbilt drops Mississippi State, picks up Auburn 


OUTSIDE OPPOSITION 


Here's a switch: The four best teams in the SEC — Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Tennessee — play at least one quality non-conference opponent. 

Alabama opens at UCLA, then plays Southern Miss (9-3 and ranked 
No. 13 last season). Florida plays at defending national champion Florida 
State. Georgia plays Georgia Tech (No. 20 last year). And Tennessee 
plays Southern Miss. 

Mississippi State makes an unusual trip, playing at Brigham Young. 

Arkansas plays the weakest non-SEC slate. Check ‘em out: 


TEAM 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
Aubum 
Florida 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
LSU 
Mississippi 
Miss. Stole 
$ Carolina 
Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 


DOES NOT PLAY 

Florida, Georgia, Kentucky 
Vanderbilt, Florida, Kentucky 
Kentucky, S. Carolina, Tennessee 
Alabama, Ole Miss, Arkansas 
LSU, Alabama, Miss. State 
Auburn, Arkansas, Alabama 
Georgia, S. Carolina, Vanderbilt 
S. Carolina, Florida, Tennessee 
Vanderbilt, Tennessee, Georgia 
Ole Miss, LSU, Auburn 
Auburn, Ole Miss, Miss. State 
Miss. State, Arkansas, LSU 


NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 
at UCLA, S. Miss, Central Florida 

SW Missouri State, Boise State, La-Monroe 
Wyoming, Northern Illinois, LA Tech 

Ball St., Middle Tennessee St., at Florida St. 
Southern, New Mexico State, Georgia Tech 
at Louisville, South Florida, Indiana 
Western Carolina, Houston, UAB 

Tulane, Arkansas State, UNLV 

at Memphis, af BYU, Middle Tennessee St. 
New Mexico St., E. Michigan, at Clemson 
Southern Miss, La-Monroe, at Memphis 
Miami (Ohio), Duke, at Wake Forest 


Tennessee seniors have known nothing but BCS bowls since redshirting as freshmen. Now, they're trying to make it four BCS bowls in a row. Florida, 
meantime, has been falling into Tennessee's old habit of landing in Orlando for the Citrus Bowl. 


SEC Pct. _ Overall Pct. 


28-4 848 


c 


MB Comment 


Two Citrus in three years galls Gators. 


19-13 .606 


SEC title in ’99 was first since 1992. 


Louisiana State 15-17, 468 


Mississippi 406 


Seniors could be first since ’60s fo play in four bowls 


406 


Vanderbilt 3-29 .093 .272 


C=SEC division championships (shared or won outright), M=Major bowls, B=Bowls 
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_Hal Mumme’s program is humming. 


Vandy seeks first winning season since 1982. 
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~ COLLEGE Is THE PERFECT TIME TO 
START MAKING INTELLIGENT CHOICES. 
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After a five-year record of 32-24-1, including just three SEC wins in the 
past two seasons combined, Gerry DiNardo was fired as LSU's coach. LSU 
went north to find a replacement, hiring Nick Saban of Michigan State. 

Saban’‘s record in five years at Michigan State wasn't much better than 
DiNardo’s at LSU. But LSU saw fit to hire the defensive whiz for $1.2 million 
per year after a 9-2 regular-season by the Spartans. One of Saban’s first hires 
was bringing back a former long-time LSU defensive line coach Pete Jenkins 
(1980-90), who was at Mississippi State and Auburn in the 1990s before 
rejoining the LSU program. 

Saban hired John Thompson from Memphis as his defensive coordina- 
tor, but after a month, Thompson bolted for Arkansas, and Saban settled on 
the well-traveled Phil Elmassian, formerly at Wisconsin, Virginia, Washing- 
ton, Boston College and elsewhere. LSU's offensive coordinator is Jimbo 
Fisher, who coached at Auburn (1993-98). 

In the most celebrated coordinator change, Georgia’s Jim Donnan 
fired Kevin Ramsey and hired former Oklahoma head coach Gary Gibbs to 
run the Bulldogs defense. Dumped affer just one season, Ramsey engaged 
in a heated exchange with Donnan, calling him a Pontius Pilate and a liar. 
In his first season at Georgia, Ramsey's defense, though talented, was last 
in the SEC. 


REAL-DEAL CANDIDATES 


Let's cut to the chase. If you're on the selection committee of any of 
these position awards, here's who you really need to watch from the 
SEC this season: 

* HEISMAN (outstanding player): Quincy Carter, QB, Georgia. 

* OUTLAND (interior lineman): Kenyatta Walker, OT, Florida; Gerard 
Warren, DT, Florida; Terrence Metcalf, OL, Ole Miss. 

* LOMBARDI (lineman, linebacker): Alex Brown, DE, Florida; 
Kenyatta Walker, OT, Florida; Gerard Warren, DT, Florida. 

* BUTKUS (linebacker): Jamie Winborn, Vanderbilt; Saleem Rasheed, 
Alabama; Eddie Strong, Ole Miss. 

* THORPE (defensive back): Fred Smoot, Mississippi State. 

* DOAK WALKER (running back): Deuce McAllister, Ole Miss; Travis 
Henry, Tennessee. 

* LOU GROZA (kicker): Jeff Chandler, Florida; Les Binkley, Ole Miss 

* DAVEY O'BRIEN (quarterback): Quincy Carter, Georgia 

* BILETKINOFF (receiver): WR Ronney Daniels, Auburn; Freddie Milons, 
Alabama; Cedrick Wilson, Tennessee. 

* RAY GUY AWARD (punter): David Leaverton, Tennessee 


For the second straight season, the SEC sent an NCAA-record eight 
teams fo bow! games. And for the second straight year, the league went 4-4. 

The SEC is assured of seven bowl bids, provided seven teams become 
eligible (six wins against Division | opponents), starting with the champion 
heading into the Bowl Championship Series — in this case, the SEC champ 
will head for the Sugar Bowl unless the champion reaches the national 
championship game in the Orange Bowl. 

In each of the past two seasons, a second SEC team has been granted 
one of the two at-large spots in the BCS. 


Champion 
SEC No. 2 
SEC No. 3 
SEC No. 4 
SEC No. 5 


Bowl Championship Series’ 

Florida Citrus Bowl vs. Big Ten No, 2 

Cotton Bowl vs. Big 12 No. 2 

Outback Bowl vs. Big Ten No. 3 

Peach Bowl vs. ACC No. 3 

SEC No. 6 Music City vs. at-large 

SEC No. 7 Independence Bowl vs. Big 12 
“Orange Bowl if ranked | or 2, otherwise Sugar Bowl 
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LEAVING EARLY 


Five SEC players turned pro early. Tennessee and Florida were hit the hard- 
est. The Vols lost running back Jamal Lewis, the fifth overall pick in the NFL 
draft, free safety Deon Grant, the SEC Defensive Player of the Year, and offensive 
lineman Cosey Coleman, who, like Grant, was a second-round NFL draft pick. 

Florida lost its two best receivers: Travis Taylor and Darrell Jackson, 
Taylor was the 10th overall selection in the draft. Tennessee lost two other 
players who were partial qualifiers who could have returned had they gradu- 
ated: defensive end Shaun Ellis, a first-round draft choice, and linebacker 
Raynoch Thompson. 

Last year, seven SEC players turned pro early, but only three were justi- 
fied based on their draft status. Kentucky quarterback Tim Couch was the first 
overall pick in the draft and Georgia’s Champ Bailey was the fifth. Florida’s 
Jevon Kearse was d first-round pick and was named the NFL’s Defensive 
Rookie of the Year. 


CHANGING TRADITION? 


South Carolina's football and related traditions have not exactly thrilled 
Lou Holtz, who is entering his second season at the school. 

Holtz, who spent his previous 11 seasons in the most tradition-rich pro- 
gram in sports (hint: Touchdown Jesus resides there), has fought to have the 
Confederate flag removed from the state capitol amid the controversy sur- 
rounding the symbolism and related political and racial issues. 

Holtz also contends the school needs a better school fight song. 

Both seem to be good ideas, but Holtz might find that he has a little 
more pull and will be listened to a bit more around the state if and when his 
team wins some games. It enters the season with a 21-game losing streak, 
the nation’s longest. That's also the longest in South Carolina history, longest 
in SEC history, and tied for eighth-longest in major college history. 

The good news is that they don’t have to worry about any national 
record unless they go through another winless season, since they trail North- 
western's record of 34, set 1979-82, by 13. 


YOUNG RECEIVERS RULE 


With the success that some hotshot freshmen had last season in catch- 
ing the ball, watch for a big year from some hotshot sophomores in 2000. 

Consider that Georgia's Terrence Edwards (yes, he’s Robert's brother) 
set a school record for receptions (53) by a freshman, and he’s got Quincy 
Canter still throwing the ball to him. 

Auburn's Ronney Daniels was voted SEC Freshman Offensive Player 
of the Year after catching 56 passes for a school-record 1,068 yards. And 
then there’s LSU’s Jerel Myers, who set the league record for a freshman 
with 64 receptions, 

And with Florida losing two wideouts to the NFL early, sophomore Reche 
Caldwell (27 receptions last year) figures to be at the receiving end of plenty 
of Gator aerials, 


EXTRA POINTS 


Mississippi State won 10 games last season for the second time in 
school history. ... Tennessee's Travis Henry has averaged more than six 
yards per carry over the past two seasons. ... Vanderbilt linebacker Jamie 
Winborn has led the SEC in tackles two straight seasons. ... Alabama line- 
backer Saleem Rasheed was named the SEC Freshman Defensive Player of 
the Year last season. ... Florida’s Alex Brown had a school-record 13 sacks 
last season, but more than half came in just two games. 

Kentucky quarterback Dusty Bonner led the SEC in passing yards and 
touchdown passes as Tim Couch’s replacement, but the Wildcats are so high 
on the potential of redshirt freshman Jared Lorenzen that coach Hal Mumme 
made Bonner win his job in open competition in the spring, ... The Ole Miss 
tandem of Deuce McAllister and Joe Gunn combined for 1,760 yards last 
season. ... Mississippi State kicker Scott Westerfield made nine of 13 field- 
goal attempts from outside 40 yards. 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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There’s MORE COLLEGE & PRO NEWS in 


Since 1939, Football News has provided the most comprehensive pro 
and college football coverage available anywhere. More insightful 
features, notes, statistics and expert predictions. Even color photos of 
the NFL’s hottest cheerleaders, and regular columns by top college and 
NFL analysts. All this makes Football News your total college and pro 
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HIBBETT SPORTS 


GeorgiaskisesrateSkilliPosit 


QUARTERBACKS 


Quarterback-rich schools Tennessee and Florida aren't flush with talent 
and/or experience the way they were through much of the 1990s. And while they 
struggle at this most pivotal position — Joey Mathews is the clubhouse leader for 
the Vols, while Florida’s Jesse Palmer hopes to regain his 1998 form after a sea- 
son of struggles — eight other teams in the league have starters returning. 

Quincy Carter's decision to return for his junior season gives Georgia a 
decided quarterback advantage in the league. 

Alabama has a fine duo with Andrew Zow and Tyler Watts, and Ken- 
tucky coach Hal Mumme proved that his system is quarerback-friendly as 
Dusty Bonner replaced Tim Couch and led the SEC in passing efficiency. 


Team 
. Georgia 
. Alabama 
. Kentucky 
. Ole Miss 
. Auburn 
. Florida 
LSU _—_Josh Booty hit just 48.6 percent; Rohan Davey questionable. 
. Tennessee The Shuler, Manning, Martin run is over ... a new era begins. 
. Vanderbilt Greg Zoiman makes ‘Dores a threat; 2,059 passing yards in ‘99. 
. Miss State Wayne Madkin, a 50 percent passer, has 18 wins in two years. 
1]. Arkansas _ Hogs learn tough lesson about life after Clint Stoerner. 


Summary 

The athletic Carter had 2,713 yards, just six interceptions. 

Andrew Zow (1,790 yards) and Tyler Watts form strong 1-2 combo. 
Dusty Bonner led the SEC in yards (3,266) and TDs (26). 
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12. §. Carolina Coach Holtz used six QBs last year; they hit 41.9 percent of their passes. 


The SEC does not return a 1,000-yard rusher, but that doesn’t mean 
there's a shortage of backs — for the second straight year, seven of the SEC’s 
top nine rushers return. 

In a backup role, Tennessee's Travis Henry rushed for 790 yards; the 
past two years combined, he’s rushed for 1,760 yards and averaged six yards 
a carry. UT also has Onterrio Smith (6.1 yards per carry) and Travis Stephens, 
who redshirted last year after helping the Vols win the 1998 national title. 

Florida also has excellent depth — Earnest Graham (654), Bo Carroll 
(577) and Robert Gillespie (471) combined for better than six yards a carry 
last season — as does Ole Miss with Deuce McAllister and Joe Gunn. 


Team _ Summary : 
. Tennessee Travis Henry, Onterrio Smith, Travis Stephens give Vols great depth. 
Ole Miss _ Joe Gunn (951 yards) outgained Deuce McAllister (809) last year. 
. Florida Hard-to-tackle Earnest Graham will be Gators’ next great back. 
. Georgia __ Jasper Sanks displayed his promise with 896 yards. 
. Arkansas __ Cedric Cobbs has great speed for 220-pounder; could be SEC MVP. 
. Alabama _ Tide has lots of candidates to step up and replace Shaun Alexander. 
. Vanderbilt Rodney Williams, Jared McGrath combined for 1,219 yards in ‘99. 
LSU Domanick Davis leads young tailback corps; fullbacks strong. 
. Miss State Dontae Walker (384) fell shy of freshman expectations. 
. Auburn JC transfer Rudi Johnson (373 yards in one game) should be a spark. 
. Kentucky Derek Homer (332) must be more consistent runner from shotgun. 
. §. Carolina Derek Watson (394) would be dangerous with good blocking 
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Coach David Cutcliffe says Miller is as good a passer as he’s coached. 
Vastly-underrated Ben Leard hit for 70 percent, 12 TDs and only one pick. 
_Jesse Palmer fizzled as a backup in ’99, throwing only two fouchdowns. 
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Tennessee has had trouble fulfilling its reputation as Wide Receiver U in 
recent years, But that moniker fits well this season. The Vols return their top 
six receivers from last year's team, including Cedrick Wilson (57 catches) 
and talented Donte’ Stallworth (23), plus four big-time prospects. 

Florida took a huge hit when Darrell Jackson and Travis Taylor 
bypassed their senior seasons to turn pro, leaving a thin group led by lan 
Skinner and Reche Caldwell. 

LSU (Jerel Myers), Auburn (Ronney Daniels) and Georgia (Terrence 
Edwards) have the best young wideouts in the league, and Georgia has sev- 
eral blue-chippers ready to make their mark. 


Team Summary 
. Tennessee Cedrick Wilson is the SEC’s most combative 170- -pounder. 
. Alabama __ Freddie Milons (65 catches) can beat you with his hands, legs. 
_ Georgia —_ Edwards will have phe from Reggie Brown, Durell Robinson. _ 
SESU 9 os 
. Auburn 
. Florida 
. Kentucky _ 


Ronney Daniels led the SEC i in Toa yords per game 71), 

For the first time in years, Gators don’thave a big-time WR. 
Top returning wideout had only 27 catches on pass-happy team. _ 
. Arkansas __ Boo Williams replaces Anthony Lucas as Hogs’ go-to guy. 

. Ole Miss _ Grant Heard returns from injury, but Rebels lack speed. 

. §. Carolina Gifted Jermale Kelly doesn’t have a QB to get him the ball. 

. Vanderbilt TE strong, but receivers are not as skilled as QB Greg Zolmon. 
. Miss State Bulldogs don’t throw well, don’t have wideouts to throw to. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


No line in the league is dominant, but Alabama does return four starters 
from the SEC's No. 3 rushing team, led by Paul Hogan and Dante Ellington. 

Tennessee led the SEC in rushing two straight years, but the Vols are 
rebuilding up front; just one starter returns. 

Florida has the best tackle tandem in the league in Kenyatta Walker and Mike 
Pearson, but the Gators have first-year starters at both guard spots and center. 

Georgia returns three starters and boasts the most depth. Arkansas’ line, 
which improved as the season progressed, returns four starters. 

LSU and Auburn also return four starters, but each ranked among the SEC’s 
worst rushing teams. 
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Team 
. Alabama 
. Georgia 
. Florida 


Summary _ = 

Tide could lead league in rushing without top: flight f rusher. 
Bulldogs blockers are young, but very talented. 

Tackles anchor a line that can run-block and pass protect. 

._ Arkansas Hogs need productive front fo take pressure off young QBs. 
. Ole Miss __ Terrence Metcalf’s move from guard to tackle solidifies front. 
LSU Louis Williams is best of four returners on improved line. 

. Tennessee OG Fred Weary, OT Reggie Coleman lead rebuilding project. 
Auburn Lost in SEC in rushing, Tigers should be much better. 

. Miss State _ All-SEC Floyd Womack can't do it by himself. 

. Kentucky Five starters return from solid pass-blocking unit. 

. Vanderbilt ‘Dores lost two of three best blockers ... but could be better. 
. $. Carolina Horrible line returns four starters from SEC’s worst offense. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


SECONDARY — 


The SEC had eight of the nation’s top 16 rushing defenses in 1999, 
which is understandable considering the wealth of defensive-line talent in the 
league. Picking an all-league cast from the candidates available is nearly 
impossible ... with a second-team virtually indistinguishable from the first- 
team, and honorable mentions galore. 

Everyone, it seems, has two star-quality players. 

Florida has a fabulous front, led by Alex Brown and Gerard Warren. 
Georgia doesn’t quite have Florida’s star power, but it has more depth. 
Alabama returns three starters from a formidable front four that was second in 
the nation against the run. 

Mississippi State, which led the nation against the run, returns just one 
line starter. 


Team 
. Florida 


Summary _ 

Brown is dominant, but inconsistent; solid depth. 

. Alabama Talented returnees joined by nation’s best DL recruiting class, 

_ Georgia _ Tackles Richard Seymour, Marcus Stroud lead four returnees. 

_ Tennessee DE Will Overstreet leads line that lost two stars. 

. Arkansas __Ends Carlos Hall, Randy Gamer rank with SEC’s best. 

._ S. Carolina Three starters return from underrated front four. 

LSU SEC's worst run defense gets well with new scheme. 

. Ole Miss _ DE Derrick Burgess makes plays; Rebs must find some tackles. 


OO SID OS win |= 


. Miss State Conner Stephens is lone returning starter from great defensive front. 
Ryan Aulds is the best of three returning regulars. 

DE Dennis Johnson doesn't have much help up front. 

Tigers were solid last year, but no starter is back. 


LINEBACKERS 


) 


. Vanderbilt 
. Kentucky 
12. Aubum 


= 
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It's hard to imagine that Georgia was last in defense in the SEC with 
the talent the Bulldogs have returning at linebacker. They might not have a 
first-team All-SEC linebacker, but no team has more overall talent or depth 
than Georgia. Boss Bailey (yes, Champ’s brother), Will Witherspoon, 
Kendrell Bell, Jesse Miller and Adrian Hollingshed will fight for playing time 
and big plays. 

Alabama might have the best linebacker in sophomore Saleem 
Rasheed, who steps into the tradition of great Tide ‘backers. There might not 
have been a more impressive freshman player at any position last season, 
when Rasheed accounted for 84 tackles including eight behind the line. 

If middle linebacker Marvin Constant is able to return at full speed from 
a knee injury the Tide would top this list. 

LSU has a solid trio that should make the overall defense much better. 
Vanderbilt returns Jamie Winborn, who has led the league in tackles the past 
two seasons, Eddie Strong of Ole Miss has star potential. 


Team Summary 3 


. Georgia __ New defensive coordinator Gary Gibbs loves this group. 

_ Alabama _ Saleem Rasheed might be Tide’s best LB since Dwayne Rudd. 
LSU __ Jarvis Green, Treverance Faulk are o solid 1-2 combination. 

. Tennessee Eric Westmoreland, Dominique Stevenson carry the load. 

. Ole Miss _ Eddie Strong lived up to name with team-high 72 tackles last year. 
_ Arkansas Quenton Caver (6-5, 230) covers a lot of ground for Hogs. 

. Florida __ Andra Davis is solid in middle, athletes will play outside, = 
. Vanderbilt, Jamie Winborn (141 tackles) is a star, but he needs more help. — 
._S. Carolina John Abraham is gone, leaving a huge void to fill. 

. Kentucky Marlon McCree, Ryan Murphy racked up tackles for Cats. 

. Auburn Alex Lincoln is lone returner at traditional strong spot. 

. Miss State Bulldogs don’t return a starter at linebacker. 
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Lots of guys who are used to getting their hands on the ball — and 
catching it — will be roaming SEC secondaries this season. Other than 
Tennessee safety Deon Grant — the SEC Defensive Player of the Year, who 
furned pro a year early — the other nine interception leaders in the SEC 
return. 

Mississippi State has the best cornerback and perhaps the best safety in 
the SEC in senior Fred Smoot and junior Pig Prather. They're back after help- 
ing the Bulldogs lead the conference (fourth nationally) in passing efficiency 
defense. MSU intercepted 15 passes while allowing only seven touchdowns 
through the air. 

Georgia and Alabama each have two players who recorded five inter- 
ceptions. But there’s not a great talent in the league like Grant. 

Florida, Alabama and Georgia are stacked with experience, each return- 
ing four starters. 


Team — Summary Sas ——— 
. Florida Bennie Alexander, Marquand Manuel make it hard to pass. 
. Miss State CB Fred Smoot was All-SEC, FS Pig Prather might join him. 
. Alabama Reggie Myles, Milo Lewis had five picks apiece last season. 
. Georgia __ Cory Robinson, Jamie Henderson combined for 10 picks. 
. Auburn Three starters return, led by Larry Casher, Rob Pate. 
Ole Miss _CB Ken Lucas, SS Syniker Taylor have great speed. 
. Vanderbilt Nabbed just six INTs, buf CB Jimmy Williams is top-notch. 
. Kentucky — Four starters return from best completion defense in SEC. 
LSU FS Ryan Clark anchors group that allowed only 11 TD passes. 
. Tennessee Lost three starters, but Andre Lott has All-SEC potential. 
. Arkansas __ Allowed just 12 TDs, had just 12 picks, one starter returns. 
12, S. Carolina Managed just eight interceptions and lost two best players. 


As teams try fo bump off Florida and Tennessee, they won't be able to 
take advantage of their special teams. The Gators and Vols are the best in the 
league when the ball is being kicked. 

Florida returns everyone of note, including All-SEC kicker Jeff Chandler, 
who hit 21 of 24 field-goal attempts. Speedster Bo Carroll is electrifying 
returning kicks. 

Tennessee punter David Leaverton is one of the nation’s best. He aver- 
aged 42.6 yards a punt with none blocked, enabling the Vols fo rank eighth 
Nationally in net punting. Leonard Scott led the SEC in kickoff returns and Eric 
Parker was fifth in punt returns. 

All six of the SEC's kickoff return leaders and four of the top five punt 
returners are back. Four punters who averaged over 40 yards are back. 
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Team Summary = *. 
. Florida _Jeff Chandler is SEC’s best kicker, Bo Carroll is return threat. 
. Tennessee David Leaverton is top punter, Leonard Scolt is former NCAA sprint champ. 
. Ole Miss _ Les Binkley hit 14 of 16 FGs; KR Deuce Mcallister is dangerous. _ 
. Vanderbilt John Markham doubles as kicker (12 of 16 FGs) and punter (40.8). 
. Miss State Scott Westerfield was 18 of 24 FGs; Pig Prather 27.1-yards on KRs. 
. Kentucky PK Mare Samuel had solid year (14 of 17 FGs). 
. Auburn —_Tigefs can punt and return kicks, but must make field goals. 
. Arkansas __ Cedric Cobbs is solid return man, punting is OK, need a kicker. 
. Alabama __ Freddie Milons is excellent on returns, but Tide needs kicker, punter. 
. LSU___ PK Jon Corbello (nine of 12 FGs) is solid, but Tigers need a punter. 
. Georgia _ Dawgs have enough athletes to find returner, rest is suspect. 
2. S. Carolina Gamecocks don’t have kicker, punter, or solid returner. 
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SEG YEAR IN REVIEW: 19989 


When Alabama was upset by Louisiana Tech on Sept. 18, it looked like 
all the off-the-field turmoil surrounding coach Mike DuBose had taken its toll 
on the team. If the Crimson Tide couldn't beat Tech, it couldn't beat the best 
teams in the SEC, could if? Well, yes it could. 

Recovering from that embarrassing early defeat, Alabama, two 
weeks later, scored a huge overtime upset at Florida — which had 
defeated Tennessee the previous week in what is generally considered 
the game of the year in the SEC, But the Bama-Florida game fit that bill 
in 1999: The Gators scored first in overtime but missed the extra point. 
Shaun Alexander then scored from 25 yards out on the Tide’s first OT 
snap, and then the Tide’s reserve kicker Chris Kemp — starter Ryan 
Pflunger was out with an injury — converted, but only after a penalty 
gave him a second chance. 

Florida's home loss to Alabama eliminated the Gators’ margin for error, 
but they were good enough to run the SEC table to earn the East Division title 
and a rematch with Alabama. In the SEC Championship game, it was all 
Tide as Alabama routed the Gators 34-7 to win its first SEC title since 1992. 


THE CHAMPION 


Alabama Crimson Tide 

Alabama, 4-4 in the SEC in 1998, was at best considered a contender 
in the West. This was a young team still feeling the affects of NCAA probation 
and had a school-record six true freshman start. 

Yet, RB Shaun Alexander and a tough Tide defense made the difference. 
Alabama was ranked No. 2 in the nation against the run (75.3 yards) and 
ninth in the nation in total defense (297.3 yards per game), 


THE STARS 


Offensive Player of the Year: Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama 

He led the SEC in rushing with 1,383 yards — he was the only league 
back to surpass 1,000 yards — and scoring; he was a terrific clutch player; 
and he showed great versatility. The Tide's all-time leading rusher had an 
infectious refuse-to-lose attitude that served Alabama well, all despite a 
sprained ankle that caused him to miss one game and play injured in several 
more. He became a first-round draft pick. 


Defensive Player of the Year: Deon Grant, DB, Tennessee 

Voted the SEC Defensive Player of the Year, Grant tied for the national 
lead with nine interceptions — one off the single-season school record — 
and was a finalist for the Jim Thorpe Award as the nation’s outstanding 
defensive back. He dabbled at wide receiver on a few snaps and returned 
some punts. Finished his three-year career with 14 Interceptions, fifth on the 
Vols’ all-time list. Turned pro after junior season. 


Coach of the Year: Mike DuBose, Alabama 

DuBose entered his third season at Alabama on the hot seat, in part 
because of a 7-5 record in 1998 and in part because of an improper rela- 
tionship with a former secretary. Despite a youthful team many figured to be 
q year away, win or else was the edict in Tuscaloosa, 

DuBose won. Even with a heart-breaking bowl defeat, Alabama finished 
10-3 and ranked No. 8 in both polls. 


THE BOWLS 


The SEC had two teams in Bowl Championship Series bowls — Ten- 
nessee and Alabama — but lost both, en route to a second consecutive 4-4 
postseason. A league that had five of the nation’s top 20 defenses, got blis- 
fered in postseason. Nebraska scored 31 points, Michigan 35, Michigan 
State 37, Purdue 25 in the first half. The SEC has landed two teams in a BCS 
game each of the past two years. And its four-year bowl record is a 18-9. 
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Fiesta Bowl Nebraska 31, Tennessee 21 


Orange bow! Michigan 35, 1) 
Citrus Bowl Michigan State 37, Florida 34 


Outback Bowl 3 


conference of the NFL on draft day 2000. All told, 41 SEC players were picked. 
ALABAMA (3): OT Chris Samuels (1st Round, Redskins), RB Shaun 
Alexander (1st, Seattle), DT Cornelius Griffin (2nd, Giants). 

ARKANSAS (5): SS Kenoy Kennedy (2nd, Broncos), OT Bobby Williams 
(2nd, Eagles), CB David Barrett (4th, Cardinals), WR Anthony Lucas (4th, 
Packers), WR Emmanuel Smith (6th, Jaguars). 

AUBURN (4): OLB Marcus Washington (2nd, Colts), DE Leonardo Carson (4th, 
Chargers), DE Quinton Reese (6th, Lions), OG Jeno James (6th, Panthers). 
FLORIDA (5): WR Travis Taylor (1st, Ravens), TE Erron Kinney (3rd, 
Titans), WR Darrell Jackson (3rd, Seahawks), OG Cooper Carlisle (4th, 
Broncos), OLB Eugene McCaslin (7th, Packers). 

GEORGIA (3): OLB Orantes Grant (7th, Cowboys), CB Jeff Harris (7th, 
Dolphins), RB Patrick Pass (7th, Patriots). 

KENTUCKY (1): TE James Whalen (5th, Buccaneers). 

LSU (2): FS Mark Roman (2nd, Bengals), RB Rondell Mealey (7th, Packers). 
OLE MISS (3): OT Todd Wade (2nd, Dolphins), DT Kendrick Clancy (3rd, 
Steelers), OG Tutan Reyes (5th, Saints). 

MISSISSIPPI STATE (4): DT Alvin McKinley (4th, Panthers), CB Robert Bean 
(5th, Bengals), DT John Hilliard (6th, Seahawks), T Wes Shivers (7th, Titans). 
SOUTH CAROLINA (2): OLB John Abraham (1st, Jets), FS Arturo Free- 
man (5th, Dolphins). 

TENNESSEE (9): RB Jamal Lewis (1st, Ravens), DE Shaun Ellis (1st, Jets), 
OLB Raynoch Thompson (2nd, Cardinals), OG Chad Clifton (2nd, Packers), 
CB Dwayne Goodrich (2nd, Lions), OG Cosey Coleman (2nd, Buccaneers), 
FS Deon Grant (2nd, Titans), DT Darwin Walker (3rd, Cardinals), QB Tee 
Martin (5th, Steelers), 


THE STANDINGS 


EASTERN SEC Pct. PF 


3-8 273 223-259 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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SEC DECADE IN REVIEW 


PROGRAM OF THE DECADE 


ALL-DECADE TEAM 


Florida Gators 

Florida won the most games (102), the most conference titles (five) and 
had the second-most bowl! wins (five) in the SEC. The Gators also captured a 
national championship and owned a 7-3 record over Tennessee. 

Since the inception of divisional play in 1992, Florida has won the East 
Division over Tennessee six times. And for six straight years (1992-98) 
Florida won at least 10 games. The Gators also had the unenviable task of 
playing powerful Florida State each year in the 1990s. 


Three SEC teams won national titles in the 1990s: Alabama in 1992, 
Florida in 1996, and Tennessee in 1998. Alabama and Tennessee went 13- 
0, Florida 12-1. 

Which was the best team? 

Alabama had one of the SEC’s greatest defenses ever, led by Antonio 
Langham, George Teague, Eric Curry and John Copeland. It was fast and 
strong, allowing 78 points in eight regular-season league games and surren- 
dering only 194.7 yards per game. If routed Miami 34-7 in the Sugar Bowl 
for the SEC's first national title since 1980. 

Florida scored a league-record 611 points, counting 52 in the 1996 
National title game victory over Florida State. Heisman Trophy winner Danny 
Wuerffel and receivers Ike Hilliard and Reidel Anthony formed a prolific pass- 
ing attack. The defense was led by Ed Chester and Lawrence Wright. 

In ‘98 Tennessee became the second SEC team to go 13-0. Led by first- 
year starter Tee Martin, receiver Peerless Price and All-American linebacker Al 
Wilson, the Vols found a way to win despite numerous injuries. They won the 
national championship over Florida State in the Fiesta Bowl, 23-16. 

It’s a close call. But if the teams played each other, the winner would be 
... Florida ‘96. 


SEC CHAMPIONS OF THE ’90s 


Three teams ruled the SEC in the 1990s; Florida, Tennessee and 
Alabama. Florida was been the most dominant, capturing five SEC titles and 
having the best record one other year when it wasn't eligible, 1990. 

Tennessee has the second-most SEC crowns (three) with one coming 
when the Gators weren't eligible, Alabama hit the skids in 1997 and 1998 
when NCAA sanctions robbed them of scholarships and the Tide went 4-7 
and 7-5. But Bama rebounded last year to win the SEC. 

Florida 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996 

Tennessee 1990, 1997, 1998 

Alabama 1992, 1999 


BOWLS IN THE ’90s 


Which SEC team had the best bowl record in the 1990s? Would you 
believe LSU? The Tigers didn't earn many bowl berths, but capitalized when 
they did, going 3-0. Georgia, an underachiever in the 1990s considering its 
talent, went 5-1 for the second-best record for teams that made more than 
one appearance. 

Tennessee (6-4) and Florida (5-4) weren't overly successful in bowls, 
but those two teams generally had the toughest matchups. The SEC’s bow! 
record in the ‘90s was 34-24 (.586). Only Arkansas, Mississippi State and 
Kentucky had losing records. 


COACH OF THE DECADE 


Florida’s Steve Spurrier 

Florida had never won an SEC championship until Spurrier arrived with a 
Fun ‘n’ Gun offense and proceeded to win five SEC titles and a national champi- 
onship in the decade ... dominating the SEC like nobody except “Bear” Bryant. 
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OFFENSE — First Team 
RB ErrictRhett, Florida = 


WR Craig Yeast, Kentucky 


TE James Whalen, Kentucky 


OL Chris Samuels, Alabama 


OL Alan Faneca, LSU 


AP David Palmer, Alabama _ 


DEFENSE — First Team 


DL Jevon Kearse, Florida 


DL Kevin Carter, Florida 


LB Takeo Spikes, Auburn 


DB Champ Bailey, Georgia 


ferbill 


DB Kevin Jackson, Alabama 


DB Dale Carter, Tennessee 


P Chad Kessler, LSU 


OFFENSE — Second Team 


RB Fred Taylor, Florida 


WR Reidel Anthony, Florida 
TE David LaFleur, LSU 

OL Willie Anderson, Auburn 
OL Kevin Mawae, Georgia 


AP Kevin Faulk, LSU 


DEFENSE — Second Team 
DL Gabe Northern, LSU 
DL Chuck Smith, Arkansas 


LB Dwayne Dotson, Mississippi 


| 


DB Walt Harris, Mississippi State 


P_ Terry Daniel, Auburn 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE DECADE 


Danny Wuerffel, QB, Florida (1993-96) 

Wuerffel threw 114 touchdown passes to Peyton Manning's 89. He 
helped Florida win four SEC titles fo Manning's one. No college quarterback 
threw a timing pattern or fade route better than Danny Wuerffel. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE DECADE 


Champ Bailey, CB, Georgia (1996-98). 

Bailey was the SEC Freshman Defensive Player of the Year in 1996. He 
Was a gifted corner with great speed and leaping ability. And he doubled as 
Georgia's best receiver, offen playing more than 80 snaps in a game. 


DECADE STANDINGS 


Conference Games 
Team Wir Te = Pon. CH 


Tennessee 64 
40 36 3 


Aubum 


Ole Miss 33. 45 0 .423 


$.Carolina 19 44 1 .305 O 


Vanderbilt 14 64 0 179 O 


ea So Pa 


34.76 0 309 0 O 


CH=Championships won or shared. B=Bowls. M=Major bowls (Rose, Orange, Sugar, Fiesta only) 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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SEG CENTURY IN REVIEW 


TEAM OF THE CENTURY 


1. 1979 Alabama (12-0) 

The best of Paul Bryant's teams — which is really saying something, 
considering “The Bear’ won six national championships in his quarter century 
at Alabama. The ‘79 Tide rolled to a 12-0 record behind a balanced attack 
that closed out its national championship season with a 24-9 victory over 
Arkansas in the Sugar Bowl in front of a record crowd of 77,468. 

The Tide shutout five of its opponents during the season and never 
allowed an opponent fo score more than 18 points. The secondary was key 
fo the Tide’s success, with Tommy Wilcox and Jim Bob Harris the mainstays. 

A couple of future NFL All-Pros also made the Tide tough, with E.J. 
Junior wreaking havoc from his end spot and Dwight Stephenson holding 
down the offensive line from his center position. Junior forced four fumbles 
during the season, the second most ever forced by a Tide player in a single 
season, three back of Derrick Thomas’ school record. The Crimson Tide 
outscored foes by 300 points, with a great defense and offense. 

2. 1996 Florida (12-1) — Gators shattered most records by scoring 

611 points. 

3. 1966 Alabama (11-0) — Didn't win the national title, but should 
have. Allowed 44 points in 11 games. 

4. 1959 Ole Miss (10-1) — Allowed three TDs, none by first team defense. 
5. Tie (all won or shared national championship) 

1925 Alabama — First SEC team to play in the Rose Bowl. 

1939 Tennessee — Didn't allow a point during regular season. 

1942 Georgia — Had Charlie Trippi and Heisman winner Frank Sinkwich. 
1980 Georgia — Herschel Walker led 12-0 season en route to Heisman. 
1992 Alabama — First SEC team to go 13-0, had brilliant defense. 

1998 Tennessee — Second SEC team to go 13-0, had great balance. 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE CENTURY — 


Georgia RB Herschel Walker (1980-82) 

As a true freshman in 1980, he turned a 6-5 Georgia team from the 
previous season into a national championship team. He rushed for 1,616 
yards, the second-best rushing season in SEC history at that time. He fol- 
lowed that up with 1,891 yards as a sophomore and 1,751 as a junior 
when he won the Heisman Trophy. He still holds the SEC career rushing 
fecord with 5,259 yards — still the standard by 700 yards — despite play- 
ing in just 33 games over three seasons. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE CENTURY 


Tennessee DE Doug Atkins (1950-52) 

It's ridiculous how dominant Doug Atkins was in the NFL with the 
Chicago Bears, much less college football. He went to Tennessee fo play 
basketball, and at 6-7, 260 pounds, could high jump 6-8. His speed, 
agility, strength and leaping ability made him almost impossible to block. 
Former Bears coach George Halas called him the greatest defensive lineman 
in NFL history. 


COACH OF THE CENTURY 


“Bear” Bryant, Alabama and Kentucky 

When Bryant took over at Alabama, the Crimson Tide was 4-24-2 the 
previous three seasons. In Bryant's third season, Alabama was 8-1-2. In his 
fourth season, the Tide went 11-0 and won the first of six national titles and 
13 SEC championships in his 25 seasons. Bryant wasn’t just brilliant at 
Alabama. He had success at Kentucky (1946-53), winning at least seven 
games six times. Kentucky hadn't won seven games in a season since 1912 
before Bryant arrived. He is the all-time winningest Division I-A college coach 
with 323 victories, although Penn State's Joe Paterno should eclipse that 
mark this season. 
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Offense — First Tearn 


RB Herschel Walker, ae (80-82) 
WR aa Beasley, Auburn (69-71) 


TE Ozzie Newsome, Ala. (74-77) 


Second Team 


Billy Cannon, LSU (57-59) 


Wes Chandler, Florida (73-76) 


Bamey Poole, Ole Miss (42, 47-48) 


wight Stephenson, Ala. (77-79) 
OL John Hannah, Ala. (70-72) ae Kell, Tennessee (68-70) 
OL Warren Bryant, Kentucky (73-77) Bruiser Kinard, Ole Miss (35-37) 


K Kevin Butler, Georgia (81-84) 


Fuad Reveiz, Tennessee (81-84) 
Second Team : 
Marty Lyons, Ala. (76-78) 


Tracy Rocker, Auburn (85-88) 


Defense —FirstTeam _ 


DL Bill Stanfill, Seon (66-68) 


LB Wilber Marshall, Florida (80-83) Derrick Thomas, Ala. (86-89) __ 


Tucker Frederickson, Auburn (62-64) 


at Stovall, LSU (60-62) 


Terry Daniel, Auburn (92-94) 


CENTURY STANDINGS — 


DB Champ Bailey, Georgia (96-98) 
DB Tommy Casanova, LSU (69-71) 


P Ricky Anderson, Vandy (83-84) 


SEC Games Overall 


Team WoL T Pet CH WoL OT Pct On 


Tennessee 264 133 19 .657 13 699 289 53 .697 22-18 
LSU 221117822) S57. 610 356 47 .625 14-16-1 


Aubum 227. (190 18 543 5 601 361 47 .619 14-10-2 
Arkansas 29 34 2 .462 O 587 394 40 595 10-17-3 


$.Carolina 19 44 1 467 481 44 .493 


‘CllsLeogue championships won or shared. 


Alabama Crimson Tide 

You could argue that Alabama isn’t just the program of the century in 
the SEC, but in all of college football. The Crimson Tide claims 12 national 
championships. It has played and won more bow! games than any college 
team. It has won 21 SEC championships, eight more than any other team. 
You can thank “Bear” Bryant for much of the Crimson Tide's success. 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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Carter Tells NFL, Pro Baseball to Wait . 


GUERRY CLEGG 


. He Wants 


Ov Carter considered a myriad of factors when he 
postponed jumping to the NFL to stay at Georgia for his 


junior season. 


Ultimately, one motivation was sufficient. 
“| want to win,” Carter said. “/t came cown to winning.” 


And by winning, Carter isn’t talking 
about extending his perfect record against 
South Carolina, Vanderbilt and Kentucky 
and going to an after-thought bowl. 

“| want to win a national champi- 
onship,” Carter said. 

“But first, we have to win the SEC 
championship. What was in the back of 


2U 


my mind was our 0-6 record against Ten- 
nessee, Florida and Georgia Tech. | want 
to go out with a winning record against 
those three. | don't want to put too much 
pressure on myself. But it just came down 
to winning.” 

Carter admitted he “came real close” 
to leaving Georgia in January. But three 
seasons of pro baseball in the Chicago 
Cubs farm system taught him that being 
a professional athlete isn’t all glamour. 
Since he still has money from his baseball 
signing bonus, the NFL's millions can 
wait. 

“| play football because | love the 
game,” Carter said. “I don’t like to fix 
a dollar figure on it. Of course, the big 
money is what | want, but I’m not going 
to play something just for that. Football is 
my love. | wouldn't give it up for the 
world.” 

“The money's going to come,” said 
Todd Donnan, a graduate assistant who 
has worked with Carter for two seasons. 
“He made a mature decision.” 

Then again, Carter isn't your typical 
junior. He will turn 23 during the season. 
He would be a fifth-year senior or an NFL 
rookie this season had he started his col- 
lege career immediately after signing with 
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Georgia Tech. 

Carter hasn't officially given up base- 
ball, either. True, he had trouble hitting 
sliders ... but while hitting major-league 
stuff is said to be the most difficult single 
act in sports, figuring out a zone blitz 
defense with 300-pound linemen coming 
after you might just top that. 


iM 


So Carter doesn’t want to close that 
door, saying, “Baseball is still in the mix.” 

He has placed baseball on indefinite 
hold because he also knows this: The 
demand in the NFL for quarterbacks who 
are 6-foot-2 with a cannon arm and nim- 
ble feet far exceeds the supply. 

For the second year in a row, Carter 
went through spring practice and the Bull- 
dogs’ offseason program instead of play- 
ing baseball. Not even the Cubs’ promise 
of a promotion to Class AA swayed him. 

“Playing baseball in the spring would 
have defeated my purpose of coming 


nently. He was sacked 21 times. Only his 
elusiveness and ability to unload the ball 
in a hurry kept that figure from being 
much higher. 

One thing about playing center field 
— you can't get blindsided by Jevon 
Kearse. 

“Surprisingly,” Carter said, “that's 
what | love about football more than any- 
thing. | get hit hard. That's competition. 
| love it when people talk trash to me.” 

Carter let his statistics speak for them- 
selves. Despite the inconsistent pass 
protection and a shortage of receivers, 
Carter still produced big numbers. 


He was the primary reason Georgia led 
the SEC in total offense (419.4 yards per 
game). He ranked second in pass 
attempts (380) to pass-happy Kentucky's 
Dusty Bonner, but threw only six intercep- 
tions. That computes to an interception per- 
centage of 1.58 per 100 attempts, second 
best in SEC history to Peyton Manning's 
1.05 mark in 1995. Carter had a stretch of 
170 passes without an interception, second 
best in SEC history for one season. 


With Tennessee quarterback Tee Martin and Alabama running back Shaun Alexander 


gone, Carter heads into the season as the premier offensive player in the SEC. 


back to school,” Carter said. “You need 
your quarterback around. You're the 
leader of the team. | needed to work with 
our new receivers. All that would be 
thrown away if you're gone away.” 

Football was Carter's first love even 
when he signed with the Cubs. Now, he 
realizes it’s his ticket as well. 

As much pounding as Carter took last 
season, no one would have blamed him 
had he switched back to baseball perma- 


“That shows he was being consistent and 
taking care of the ball,” Todd Donnan said. 

He also made plays. He ranked fourth 
in the league with 17 touchdown passes. 
His 5,197 passing yards in two years 
ranks better than Manning, Eric Zeier, Tim 
Couch and Danny Wuerffel through their 
sophomore seasons, 

Pretty solid numbers for a guy still 
learning on the job. 

“He beat us the last two years,” said 
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to Win It All at Georgia 


—— 


Kentucky coach Hal Mumme. “He's a 
great athlete, hard to contain, hard to 
defend. His two years of experience will 
be a great asset in the coming season.” 

One reason he considered leaving 
Georgia early was his age. One reason he 
decided to stay was his faith. 

“God never gave me any signal,” 
Carter said. “He would have given me 
some kind of signal.” 

Another reason Carter returned is 
a promise to his mother he would earn his 
degree. He estimates he will be about 
a year away from graduating after this 
football season is over. 

Georgia's opponents would love to 
give him an honorary degree. With Ten- 
nessee quarterback Tee Martin and 
Alabama running back Shaun Alexander 
gone, Carter heads into the season as the 
premier offensive player in the SEC. 

“Without Quincy, they would be in a lot of 
trouble,” said Vanderbilt coach Woody Widen- 
hofer. “He's the key person who makes that 
offense go. With Quincy being such a great 
athlete, they were never out of a ball game. He 
always has the ability to bring them back. You 
saw that against Purdue.” 

Carter rallied the Bulldogs from a 25-0 
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deficit to a 28-25 overtime win over the 
Boilermakers in the Outback Bowl, the 
largest comeback in bowl history. He 
provided similar heroics as a freshman 
against Virginia in the Peach Bowl, spark- 
ing the team from a 21-0 disadvantage to 
win 35-33. 

In the final regular season game of last 
season, Carter dueled Georgia Tech’s Joe 
Hamilton, the Heisman runner-up, play for 
play in a 51-48 overtime loss to Georgia 
Tech. 

Yet, for all his heroics, Carter knows 
a quarterback is judged largely by his 
won-loss record. He knows that leaving 
early would have left him with a legacy of 
unfulfilled potential. 

“| understand that,” he said. “I'm 
going to take some heat when we lose. 
I'm going to get too much credit when 
we win.” 

Most of the struggles Carter had were 
not of his doing. His inexperienced offen- 
sive line was inconsistent. The receiving 
corps was thin. And the Bulldogs didn’t 
use the whole field. 

Yet, Carter knows he can improve, 
especially in the eyes of NFL scouts. 

He worked hard in the offseason to 
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improve his deep passes. Staying in 
Athens allowed him to work with two 
new speedy receivers, Durell Robinson 
and Reggie Brown. Both were highly 
acclaimed recruits in 1999 who failed to 
qualify academically. 

Robinson practiced with the Bulldogs 
last fall. Brown is expected to join the 
team in August. Those two, along with 
sophomore Terrence Edwards (53 catches, 
772 yards), could give Georgia one of the 
most explosive receiving corps in the SEC. 

“Sometimes we controlled the ball 
too much,” Carter said. “We need to hit 
more big plays.” 

Georgia's strategy last season didn’t 
often involve throwing deep, but that was 
a factor of the personnel. The Dogs make 
it no secret that their philosophy will 
change this year because of the improved 
deep threats. 

Carter also should have more time to 
throw; the offensive line will be more 
experienced, with promising sophomores 
Jon Stinchcomb and Kevin Breedlove. 

Carter should benefit from having two 
years of experience and knowledge of the 
system. This is clearly his team now. 

“| can work harder on improving the 
tempo of the football team, getting players in 
and out of the huddle faster so we have more 
time at the line of scrimmage,” he said. 

Last year, Georgia boldly proclaimed 
Carter a Heisman Trophy candidate on the 
cover of its media guide. It was a stretch 
for just a sophomore. This year, with a 
better supporting cast and Carter’s experi- 
ence, it would be no stretch at all. 

Winning the Heisman might be the 
byproduct of having a 10-win season, or 
capturing the SEC title ... or even winning 
the national championship. All of that 
begins with beating Tennessee and Florida 
— teams that have combined to beat the 
Bulldogs 127-44 in the past two years. 

“I'm ready for that because I'm up to 
all my challenges,” Carter said. 

If he is, and Georgia has a great sea- 
son, that might make it tough for Carter to 
turn down the NFL next year. 

“The decision is likely to come up 
again next year,” Carter said. “] don’t 
even want to think about that right now. 
| know I'll have two options. Three 
options, really, if you include baseball. 
That's got to wait right now. I just want to 
focus on winning a championship.” 

With Quincy Carter, anything is 
possible. Mi 
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Tigers Invest in Saban as Seventh Coach 


na world where a 
secret is something 
waiting to be told, 
LSU chancellor Mark 
Emmert wanted to 
keep the hiring of 
Nick Saban under wraps until the official 
announcement. 

“We almost made it,” Emmert said 
months later, smiling at the memory. 

Not until the day before Saban’s intro- 
duction as LSU's 31st football coach did 
word leak out. The surprise development, 
along with Saban's hefty salary, caught 
the populace off guard. 

“| had no idea who he was,” senior 
cornerback Fred Booker said. “I knew 
nothing about him.” 

“I didn’t know him to be a coach,” 
junior nose guard Muskingum Barnes 
said. 

They have since learned of Saban’s 
disciplined, no-nonsense manner that 
helped to revive Michigan State's 
program and win favor with those in 
the NFL. 

Emmert quickly discovered all that, 
too. As the leader of a small search com- 
mittee to replace the fired Gerry DiNardo, 
Emmert said he was looking for a current 
Division I-A head coach with impeccable 
credentials. 

Saban's name jumped out from a list 
of about 20, Emmert said. 

Saban’s last Michigan State team fin- 
ished seventh in the country and won 10 
games for the first time in 34 years. It was 
the culmination of a five-year campaign in 
which Saban inherited the albatross of 
NCAA probation and returned the Spar- 
tans to national prominence. 

“We wanted somebody who had suc- 
ceeded at a high level of competition,” 
Emmert said, “and the Big Ten and SEC 
are arguably the two best conferences in 
the country. Nick has also succeeded in 
the pro ranks. 

“Two, we wanted someone who val- 
ued the athletes and cared for his players. 
We wanted someone who was interested 


in their welfare, and somebody who 
knows how to build a program brick by 
brick. Nick Saban brings all that.” 

Saban, 48, also brings an extensive 
resume that features 11 different jobs pri- 
marily in the Midwest and the NFL. He 
began as a linebackers coach at his alma 
mater, Kent State, in 1975, and made two 
forays into the NFL. He brought his defen- 
sive acumen to the Houston Oilers as 
their secondary coach (1988-89), and to 
the Cleveland Browns as defensive coordi- 
nator (1991-94). 

Several LSU recruits said opposing 
coaches suggested Saban would soon bolt 
to the NFL, considering that Saban already 
had said he turned down opportunities to 
be a head coach with the New York Giants 
and Indianapolis Colts. Saban said never 
in his career had he borne the brunt of 
such criticism. 

“It doesn't bother me personally,” he 
said. “| know what | stand for and what 
I'm doing. But | am concerned, to some 
extent, how people are influenced by 
what's in print.” 


“It has nothing to do with compensation ... 


a 43-26-1 record (.621). 

“To spend the money we did, there's 
going to be reaction,” said Emmert, who 
moved to LSU from a similar position at 
Connecticut in April of 1999, 

“But to get a sitting head coach, that’s 
what it takes. That’s what the market kind 
of is these days. Could we have hired 
somebody cheaper, such as a head coach 
from a smaller conference or a coordinator 
at a successful program? Sure, but that’s 
not what we wanted. We wanted to make 
a statement, and you have to pay to get 
the kind of person you're looking for.” 

“That's what people are paying 
coaches,” said Saban, who made roughly 
$700,000 annually at Michigan State. 

“| didn't create the market.” 

Saban said he puts pressure on him- 
self to do well, and “it has nothing to do 
with compensation ... | would never take 
a job for money because | turned down 
several jobs making almost as much 
money.” 

Finances aside, Saban said he appreci- 
ated LSU's status as the state’s major uni- 


| would never take a job for money because 


| turned down several jobs making almost as much money.” 


Rumors began that Saban would leave 
for the New York Jets after Bill Parcells 
quit. Yet, Saban said he never talked to 
anyone from the Jets. 

Saban insists he has committed him- 
self to making LSU a winner again, just as 
LSU has pledged its support to Saban, 
who became the Tigers’ seventh head 
coach since 1980, 

LSU backed its promise with money, 
and a lot of it. Saban was lured with a 
five-year rollover contract worth $1.2 mil- 
lion annually without a buyout clause. At 
the time, that made him the third-highest 
paid college football coach behind 
Florida's Steve Spurrier and Florida State's 
Bobby Bowden, both of whom have won 
national championships. 

In six years as a head coach, including 
one at Toledo, Saban has put together 


versity. Michigan State was forever cast in 
Michigan's shadow. 

DiNardo, Saban’s LSU predecessor, 
earned about $800,000 annually. After fir- 
ing him with one game left in the season, 
LSU gave DiNardo $600,000 to pay off his 
base salary through 2003. 

DiNardo began as if he might be the 
coach to stabilize LSU, which has been on 
a roller coaster ride since Charlie McClen- 
don's 18-year career ended when his con- 
tract wasn't renewed after the 1979 
season. DiNardo took LSU to bowls in his 
first three years. In similar fashion, Saban 
became the first Michigan State coach to 
guide the Spartans to bowls in his first 
three seasons. 

In an ironic twist, DiNardo’s LSU team 
beat Saban and Michigan State in the 
1995 Independence Bowl, 45-26. 
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DiNardo became the only LSU coach to 
win three consecutive bowl games. LSU 
won a share of two Southeastern Confer- 
ence Western Division titles in that time. 
DiNardo also became the first LSU coach 
since McClendon to serve five seasons. 

But just as quickly as the fire started, 
the flame burned out. DiNardo went 7-15 


TOMASSO DEROSA/TDSI 


in his final two years, including 3-8 last 
year during a scandalous season. Two 
starters were declared ineligible for asso- 
ciating with a representative of an agent, 
and a third never played again after his 
early-season arrest in connection with 

a purse-snatching incident on campus. 

DiNardo became the second consecu- 
tive coach to be fired, and the third in 
a row to leave in disgrace. LSU has now 
stumbled through eight losing seasons in 
11 years. 

“This place has tremendous poten- 
tial,” Saban said. “It's a good state for 
high school players. LSU should be, and 
is, an excellent academic institution. It’s 
a place everybody holds in high esteem.” 

And, yet, LSU can’t keep coaches, 
and has put together four consecutive 
winning seasons only once in the past 
20 years. 

“That should be an indication to 
everybody that it’s not just the coaches,” 
Saban said. 

Saban said he first became interested 
in the job when contacted by an LSU rep- 
resentative. While LSU made a public 
show of talking with others, including 
Oregon State’s Dennis Erickson and 
Miami's Butch Davis, Saban mulled over 
the situation. He contacted sports agent 
Jimmy Sexton of Memphis, Tenn., and 
said Sexton told him it was a job worth 
considering. 

Saban gave an early indication of his 
worth by the manner in which he 
recruited and compiled his staff, Emmert 
said. LSU had only four recruits visit in 
December, and yet signed a class that 
included several highly regarded all-state 
players. 

The eclectic staff includes defensive 
line coach Pete Jenkins, who worked at 
LSU from 1980-90, and tight ends and 
recruiting coordinator Derek Dooley, the 
son of Georgia athletic director and leg- 
endary former football coach Vince Doo- 
ley. Offensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher 
gave Cincinnati an explosive attack, and 
defensive coordinator Phil Elmassian 
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BY DAVE MOORMANN 


caught Saban’s attention as a secondary 
coach at a variety of places, most recently 
at Wisconsin. 

There are those who wanted to give 
DiNardo one more year, including Joe 
Dean, who will retire as athletic director 
upon the hiring of his replacement. 

“| would like to have stayed with 
Gerry another year,” Dean said. “I felt we 
were close. There were some changes 
that had to be made, and he was going to 
make them. He's a bright guy and he 
proved he was successful.” 

A 20-7 loss to Houston in the penulti- 
mate game last season all but doomed 
DiNardo, who was fired two days later. 
DiNardo declined to coach in the final game, 
which LSU won over Arkansas, 35-10. 

Fifteen days after DiNardo’s ouster, 
LSU had a new coach in Saban, who 
didn’t coach Michigan State in its Citrus 
Bowl victory over Florida that completed 
the Spartans’ 10-2 season. 

“I'm very pleased about Nick Saban,” 
Dean said. “Obviously we hired a big-time 
quality coach. | think he has a great feel 
for the business.” 

Saban should also be good for busi- 
ness, Emmert said, as LSU prepares to 
unveil a refurbished and expanded Tiger 
Stadium. More than 11,000 seats have 
been added increasing capacity to 
91,600, which will make it the fifth-largest 
on-campus stadium in the country. 

Seventy luxury boxes were con- 
structed, with 59 having been sold within 
days of going on the market. Prices range 
from $34,000 to $95,000, with a five-year 
lease required. If LSU can continue to 
attract fans, as it did last year when it 
averaged 78,826, the self-sufficient ath- 
letic department should be well able to 
afford Saban’s salary. 

Essentially, Emmert looked at the bot- 
tom line and felt he couldn’t afford not to 
take the gamble on Saban. 

“I think from a straight business 
perspective, hiring a coach for $1.2 
million is probably a good investment,” 
Emmert said. 
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ike so many other quarter- 
back coaches, Alabama’s 
Charlie Stubbs is trying to 
find one quarterback he can 
build his offense around. 
The difference between Stubbs 
and the vast majority of his peers 
in the coaching profession is that, at 
Alabama, Stubbs has two proven quarter- 
backs to choose from. 

Two quarterbacks who alternated to 
lead the Crimson Tide to a 10-3 record 
and the SEC championship. 

Two young quarterbacks whose best 
days would appear to be ahead of them. 

“What I would like to have,” Stubbs 
said, sitting in his office overlooking the 
practice field at Alabama, “is the best 
quarterback in the SEC, and | hope that 
happens this year.” 

And so the debate that started at the 
end of last season continues into the start 
of the 2000 season: Andrew Zow or Tyler 
Watts? 

Last season ended with the ultimate 
compromise when Alabama played both. 
Zow and Watts alternated every series in 
the SEC Championship Game (a stunning 
34-7 victory over Florida in Atlanta) and 
the Orange Bowl (a 35-34 overtime loss 
to Michigan in Miami). 

“lL was just happy to play,” said Watts, 
the 6-4, 220-pound sophomore who 
started in victories over Southern Miss 
and LSU, and came off the bench in the 
second half to direct a come-from-behind 
victory at Auburn. “Half the plays, a third 
of the plays — I just wanted to be out 
there. 

“But that's not the case now. It needs 
to be one person. We're both tired of 
alternating. It was good at the end of last 
season, but it’s not the way you want to 
play every game.” 

Zow, a 6-2, 215-pound junior, 
couldn't agree more. 

“| hear people say to me, ‘You should 
be the guy,’ ” said Zow, who started 11 of 
13 games last year. “I say | don’t want it 


seems to agree 
that playing them 
both on a regular 
basis is not feasi- 
ble. And alternat- 
ing them every 
other series, as 
Alabama did in 
the final two 
games of last sea- 
son, seems to be 
out of the ques- 
tion. 

“| believe 
that, over a 
period of time, 
the leadership 
factor comes into 
play,” Stubbs 
said. “You need a 
focal player that 
the guys look to 
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for leadership. It 
can be confusing 
if you have two 
quarterbacks tak- 
ing turns like that ... perhaps even divi- 
sive if some guys respond better to one 
and the other guys respond to the other 
one. So you actually run the risk of losing 
leadership. 

“We could get away with alternating 
quarterbacks at that time because neither 
was clearly better than the other.” 

When Zow won the starting job last 
August, Crimson Tide coach Mike DuBose 
insisted the plan was to play both quarter- 
backs and play both extensively, promis- 
ing to split time “60-40, maybe 70-30” 
between them. 


the expectations are high, and the other guy is going to be right there, pushing.” 


given to me, | want to earn it. | want to 
clearly win the job, just like Tyler does. 

“But either way, we need to know 
who the guy is, who the leader is. We're 
two quarterbacks competing for the same 
job, and we both want to play.” 

While having two proven quarter- 
backs would seem to be ideal, everyone 
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However, as the season unfolded, 
Watts got very few — if any — opportuni- 
ties to play as DuBose became reluctant 
to change quarterbacks with so many 
close games. 

Through the first five games, Watts 
had attempted only 14 passes (for 89 
yards), and the most playing time he got 


Tide Must Decide: Zow 


in one game was five series in a 37-10 
victory over Houston. 

“Last year started off great for me, 
because | expected to be able to play 
a good bit and get the chance to 
improve,” Watts said. 

“But the way it worked out, | didn’t 
get to play at all. It was a tough time for 
me. | was frustrated. | wanted to play, and 
| wondered if I'd ever get the chance to 
play. | was having to ask myself what 
| wanted to do, whether | wanted to play 
football, or stay at Alabama because I'd 
dreamed of going to Alabama all my life.” 

Then, in the first half against Ten- 
nessee, Zow went down with an ankle 
sprain and Watts was thrown into one of 
the biggest games of the year. 

“| wasn't prepared,” Watts said. 

“| should have been, but | wasn't. | really 
didn’t believe | was going to get the 
chance to play. After the Tennessee game 
(a 21-7 loss), | really knew | had to work 
in practice.” 

After Watts led victories over South- 
erm Miss and LSU, Zow was healthy 
enough to play again. Zow played the 
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or Watts? 


entire game in a 19-7 victory over Missis- 
sippi State, but wasn't as effective as he 
had been earlier in the season. The 
coaches agreed they should have played 
Watts in the second half, and made up 
their minds not to let that happen again. 

The last game of the season was at 
Auburn. Zow started, and Alabama strug- 
gled, falling behind in the first half. Watts 
went in for the second half and led the 
Tide to a 28-17 victory, ending Auburn’s 
decade-long win streak against Alabama 
at Jordan-Hare Stadium. 

“It was an amazing high,” Watts said. 
“I was practicing better, because | saw 
what I could do when | got into a game, 
and I was ready to play by the time of the 
Auburn game.” 

The quarterback controversy began 
innocently enough. When Zow was 
signed out of high school, few believed 
he could develop into a passing game 
quarterback, while everyone expected 
Watts to be the quarterback of the future 
when he signed out of Pelham (Ala.) High 
School. 

In Watts’ freshman year, the coaches 
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BY RAY MELICK 


decided to red- 
shirt him and let 
Zow back up 
then-starter John 
David Phillips, 
hoping that 
Phillips would 
take care of the 
position until 
Watts was 
ready. 

When Phillips 
proved ineffec- 
tive as a starter, 
the decision was 
made to finish 
the year with 
Zow rather than 
risk putting 
Watts out there 
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as a true fresh- 
man. 

But Zow 
wasn't content 
to be a caretaker of Watts’ position. He 
proved he could play, compete and win 
at a high level as an SEC-caliber quarter- 
back. 

“| know there were people who 
thought | was just a running quarterback,” 
he said. “There was the race issue in some 
people's mind, that I was just a good ath- 
lete. 

“I’m sure some people underesti- 
mated me. | might have surprised the 
coaches here, but I like to surprise 
people.” 

Stubbs remembers Zow as being 
a “non-entity” when he got the job as 
quarterbacks coach. 

“Remember, Tyler wasn't here yet 
when | got here, and Zow was a non- 
entity,” he said. “People didn't know what 
kind of offense we were going to run, or 
what | could get out of Zow. Those were 
factors people didn’t count on.” 

There is no question both quarter- 
backs have blossomed under Stubbs. Zow 
completed 148 of 264 passes last season 
(56.1 percent) for 1,799 yards, with 12 
touchdowns and nine interceptions. 


Watts’ completion percentage was 
almost identical (47 of 83, 56.6 percent) 
for 498 yards, two touchdowns and five 
interceptions, and added a greater run- 
ning threat. Watts averaged two yards a 
carry (49 yards on 24 carries), a number 
that includes 40 yards lost in quarterback 
sacks. 

Going by the numbers, Zow is ahead 
in the battle. But Stubbs says he isn’t 
allowing himself to be bound by the num- 
bers in choosing a starting quarterback 
going into the fall. 

“Andrew has done what we wanted, 
and when he’s consistent, like he was in 
the Florida game (the 40-39 overtime vic- 
tory in Gainesville), he plays at a very high 
level,” Stubbs said. “He’s just got to play at 
that high level all the time, and that consis- 
tency is the biggest question with Andrew. 
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“The other question | have is how 
many games Andrew has played com- 
pared to Tyler. Tyler has closed the gap 
without playing as many games. If Tyler 
gets those games, would he pass 
Andrew? That's the big part of the deci- 
sion.” 

What happened in the spring was not 
enough to bring any conclusion to the 
battle. 

“We played those quarterbacks 
with so many combinations of players 
that | don’t want to penalize one for 
playing with guys who won't even be 
on the travel squad this fall,” Stubbs 
said. “We didn't have any real game 
plan in the spring, either. And because 
we didn’t go ‘live’ with the quarter- 
backs, we took Tyler's legs out of the 
game, one of his biggest attributes, 
and we need to factor that into any 
decision we make. 

“So we'll go into the fall, when we 
start preparing for the first game, with the 
players we know are going to play — 
that’s when we can make a decision about 
quarterback. But even then, whoever we 
pick knows they are going to have to per- 
form at a very high level because the 
expectations are high, and the other guy 
is going to be right there, pushing.” 
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23rd head football coach, Mike 
DuBose has talked about creating 
expectations. 
Three volatile years later, DuBose no 
longer has to worry about creating expec- 
tations. Now, he has to see if he can fulfill 


FF: the day he became Alabama's 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE 


Florida in Gainesville last year, and Tyler 
Watts, who directed the second-half come- 
from-behind victory over Auburn, return. 

Zow, a junior, started 11 of the team’s 
13 games last year, and completed 148 of 
2064 passes (56.1 percent) for 1,799 yards, 
12 touchdowns and nine interceptions. 


the incoming class. 

If there are doubts about this offense, 
they concern replacing tailback Shaun 
Alexander, who owns most of the 
school’s rushing records, including career 
yards; and left tackle Chris Samuels, not 
only the best player on the offensive side 


High Tide-Expectations are High, Reasonable 


them. With Alabama coming off a surpris- 
ing 10-3 season that included the South- 
eastern Conference championship, a Top 
10 finish in the national polls, and a 35-34 
overtime loss in the Orange Bowl to 
Michigan, Crimson Tide fans can’t wait for 
this season to start. 

And for good reason. The Tide returns 
44 lettermen off the 1999 team, including 
18 starters (nine on offense, nine on 
defense), not to mention two quarter- 
backs who have both proven capable of 
winning big games. 

“I'm excited that the expectation 
bar has been raised to a higher level,” 
said DuBose. “I started to say an all-time 
high, but that’s not true. It’s just back to 
a level where it has been in the past, 
where it should be every year — to the 
level of having a chance to win the 
national championship. 

“It’s going to take some luck. There 
are probably 10 or more teams that are in 
the same position we feel we're in. But 
we have enough talent to compete. Our 
biggest question is if we can play with the 
same oneness, the same singleness of 
purpose as we did last year. If we can, 
and we get a few breaks, we should be 
right in the thick of things ... | really like 
where we're headed.” 

Where to start? 

How about quarterback, where both 
Andrew Zow, who led the stunning upset of 


ANDREW ZOW, A JUNIOR, STARTED 11 
OF THE TEAM’S 13 GAMES LAST YEAR, AND 
COMPLETED 148 OF 264 PASSES (56.1 
PERCENT) FOR 1,799 YARDS, 12 TOUCH- 
DOWNS AND NINE INTERCEPTIONS. 

PHOTO BY R.D MOORE 


Watts, a redshirt sophomore, started 
two games, but saw significant playing 
time against Tennessee (when Zow was 
injured), the second half of the Auburn 
game, and alternated every series with 
Zow in both the SEC Championship Game 
(a 34-7 victory over Florida) and the 
Orange Bowl game with Michigan. Watts 
completed 47 of 83 passes (56.6 percent) 
for 498 yards, two touchdowns and five 
interceptions, and averaged 5.4 yards on 
24 carries, excluding quarterback sacks. 

The offensive line returns four of five 
starters, plus both tight ends (Terry Jones, 
Jr., and Shawn Draper). Fullback Dustin 
McClintock (157 yards rushing, 69 yards 
receiving) is back for his senior season. 
And the receiving corp, led by SEC Cham- 
pionship Game MVP Freddie Milons, goes 
six deep without adding freshmen from 


at a glance 


of the ball, but the inspirational leader. 

“I don’t know that we have one back 
who can do all the things that Shaun 
Alexander did,” DuBose said. “But we 
have good backs (Shaun Bohannon, 
Ahmaad Galloway, Santonio Beard, Bran- 
don Miree) who we think we can use to 
get the same production. 

“And we move (sophomore) Dante 
Ellington (from right tackle, where he 
started every game as a true freshman) 
to left tackle to replace Samuels. In 
time, we feel like he can be as good as 
Chris (Samuels).” 

The offense is likely to go from a tail- 
back-oriented offense to more of a quar- 
terback focus. If it is centered around any 
one player, it will be Milons, who caught 
65 passes for 733 yards, rushed 15 times 
for 78 yards and completed three of four 


1999: |0-3 Overall; 8-1 SEC (1st West} 

COACH: Mike Dubose — At Alabama and 
Overall: 21-15, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18: 9 Offense, 
9 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Freddie 
Milons, QB Andrew Zow, OB Tyler Watts, 
LB Saleem Rasheed, DL Kindal Moore- 
head, FS Reggie Myles 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Essentially 
everyone back from a team that won the 
SEC and went 10-3; a third season under 
the same offensive and defensive system; 
more speed than ever on both sides of the 


ball. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Kicking game, 
both punting and placekicking; if quarter- 
back battle becomes a controversy, it 
could split the team. 

OVERVIEW: Alabama hit the big time, 
and has everyone back on both sides of 
the ball with three key exceptions: TB 
Shaun Alexander, LT Chris Samuels, DL 
Cornelius Griffin. The leadership of those 
players may be the aspect missed most. 
Expectations are for this team to compete 
for the national championship. Anything 
less will be under-achieving. 
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Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouleGe Name / Position ea HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 
pease te Carlos DB 6-0, 200 Tallahassee, FL Godby MARTZ, Danny OL Hyattsville, MD DeMatha Catholic 
All-American @ Ranked No. 16 safety nationally by Rivals?00.com # Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Expected to retake or tackle Chet run blocker. 
soe Southern 100 @ Florida Times-Union Super 75, rated No. 2 strong safety in Florida. | 
mon NA scl hevesyeceeedceees eosin blocking 
eae 68, 290 Gul tale almost every on offense a se @ vate? at percansd 
DENT reiectece nether wee team All-South @ All: Bid esd oe omens on Westy assignments @ Had 56 tackles and six quarterback sacks Expected fo play 
Paria senior # Had 38 pancake blocks @ Had 97 tackles, including 12 for loss. 
MEANS, Albert DL 66, 310 Memphis, TN zevant 
BROWN, Connie DB 6-2, 210 San Francisco, CA San Francisco CC a Fe All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Border Wars All-South # Pristine 's Mr. Football 
J.C. Gridwire second-team All-American @ All-Conference # As a sophomore had four interceptions. lo tackles, 35 assists, nine quarterback sacks, four fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 
BRYANT, Anthony DL 6-4, 324 Sunshine MITCHELL, Maurice OL 68, 292 Albany, GA re 
US aby Aric @ oe enw # Step All-American, rated No. 18 defensive lineman SuperPrep All-American # Ranked No, sclerie aie Se Region by Asa senior, had 
nationally # Tuscaloosa News Sweet Sixteen @ All-State 178 tackles and 111 quarterback sacks. 42 pancake blocks @ Hod 47 tackles, six quarterbacks sacks Rae ee 
CLARK, Gerard DL Daytona Beach, FL Milford Prep ODOM, Antwan DL 6-7, 260 Per leghriyt Alma Brya 
Had 75 tackles and eight bere na at Milford @ Had 262 career tackles and 30 cporietiock sacks, Parade All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team Wars All-South @ Atlanta Narneh Coan Super 
Southem 100 @ Tuscaloosa News Sweet Sixteen # Had 60 tackles, 14 quarterback sacks, three fumbles recov- 
CORDY, Reggie OL 63,270 Dublin, GA Dublin ered and two kicks blocked as a senior @ Had six receptions for 124 a 
Deep South Recruiting Guide Georgia Star @ Expected to play center or guard. 
OGLESBY, Shawn DL San Francisco, CA San Francisco CC 
fee Brooks LB 6-3, 200 Hamilton County J.C. Gridvwire All-American # Progbk Soper ICO 75 # All-Conference. 
Super A American, ranked No. 8 player in Foie + ‘ped No. 4 linebacker in Southeast Region by Prep- 
Stor @ Times-Union Super 75, ranked No. 1 outside linebacker in Florida @ Hod 115 tackles as a senior. | RAWLS, Jason LB 1,212 Statesboro, GA Statesboro 
Rated No. 67 linebacker ae by Rivals 100.com @ =a senior season as a running back. 
FULGHAM, Dre WR 6-3, 200 Montevallo tevallo 
Rng fon 9 dn @ sa hal 0 wc ah hens Aw 07 prising tliahige see te se is oat Ge Ashville pw 
Is per reception @ interceptions @ Retumed two tate @ A\ s per kick as a junior a per kick as a senior @ At 
had 1,689 yards passing es 10 touchdowns Had 746 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns. 
HUDSON, Raymon DB 5-10, 205 Bonifay, FL Bonifay 
Resign from 1999 1999 dass @ Had 1,160 yords rushing 16 touchdowns as a senior # Had 35 tackles, 21 SMILEY, Justin OL 6-4, 292 Brooklet, GA Southeast Bulloch 
passes broken up and two interceptions @ As a junior, had 2,029 yards rushing and 24 touchdowns. Ranked No. 31 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals}00.com @ Border Wars second-team All-South # 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All-Area as a junior. 
JAMES, Chris DB Dougherty 
Boose ed 0 yor pag yor og gb 12 eed Din TYLER, Mac DL Bessemer Jess Lonier 
free safety @ Had 12 receptions as a junior @ Helped team fo state championship @ Sprinter for track team. Parade All-American @ USA Te ral nie  SuperPrep All-American @ PrepStor Dream Team @ Border 
Wars All-South @ Had 29 solo , including 11 for loss, and 16 assists as a senior. 
JAMES, Harold RB/LB 6-1, 220 Osceola, AR Osceola 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 1 player in Arkansas # me Wars All-South @ Ranked No. 3 safety WALKER, Derrion WR 5-11, 185 Bessemer 
national | by Rivals 100.com @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 Had 600 yards rushing. Played wide receiver and safety As a senior, had 29 receptions for 561 yards ond fve pete @ Hod 10 
receptions for 255 yards and hwo touchdowns as a junior, 
LOWE, Donnie LB 63,235 LaVergne, IN iVerg 
Scpetep ender Se ranked Pret iaele lene eve News rated No. Tp ip Tennessee yan, Thurma ae Bie 185 Starkville, MS ee ' 
$5 G senior @ s rushing yards per carry average @ receptions. Rival 100.com ran No. 15 nationally @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southem 100 # Played 
quarterback and defensive back @ Had 1,074 yards passing with 13 touchdowns and 924 yards oe 
LUKE, Triandos WR 6-0, 175 Phenix City Central 
All-American @ All-State @ Alfanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 Tuscaloosa News WOODS, Derrick WR 5-10, 172 Memphis, TN Melrose 
Sweet Sixteen @ As a senior, hod 30 receptions for 506 yards and six touchdowns All-State State championship Most Valuable Player @ Resign jase 1999, 
MCKAY-LOESCHER, Noutyn DL 6-4, 240 foronto, Canada Central Tech WORTHAM, Comelius LB 6-2,195 Calhoun City, MS 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. Sp player naionay @ focked No 1 player in Canada by Rivals100.com Aifanta Journal-Constiution Super Souther 100 # All-State # 115 tackles, includ Paks, six quar- 
# Had 55 tackles and 16 quarterback sacks in 10 games as a senior. terbacks sacks and hwo interceptions as a senior # Had 525 yards rushing and eight nig tee 
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RESULTS = —_—sINDIVIDUAL STATS 


(10-3, 7-1) PASSING Sept. 2 at UCLA 
~— — NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD — 
28 Vanderbilt - 7 ee i 1799 56.1 lb Sept. 9 Vanderbilt* 
498 56.6 —= —— 
37__ Houston 10 RS Sept. 16 Southern Miss* 
28 Louisiana Tech 29 vias - oar ae 
ept. at Arkansas 
35 3 Arkansas = 28 aay a 1383 46 3819 2 
4O Florida (OT) 39 Bohanon 74 342 46 <5 2 Sept 30 South Carolina 
Milons 15 17S ll teers a 
30 Mississippi 24 McClintock 37 157 4.2 37 ] Oct. 14 Mississippi 
7 Tennessee 21 RECEIVING eT 
: Oct. 21 at Tennessee 
35 Southern Miss 14 = _ a r <= 
—— OE ape —— ilons . ; 
23 isu 17 ———t a Oct. 28 Central Florida 
—— —= - lexand 
ie Monee | eee ee | a a 
28 Aubun 7 Nov. 11 at Mississippi State 
34 Florida 7 Tackles: Rasheed 84; Dixon 65; Spencer 65; Constant 62. _ 
ORANGE Bow. - Interceptions: Lewis 5; 5; Myles 5; Spencer 3. Nov. 18 Auburn a 
34 Michigan (OT) 35 QB Sacks: Morehead 5.5; King 5.5; Griffin 5.5; Grimes 5. *Birmingham, AL 


Tackles For Loss: King 14; Moorehead 13; Rasheed 8. 
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passes for 81 yards and one touchdown. 

“Freddie is a guy we have to get the 
ball to,” DuBose said. “At times, we're 
going to have to force the ball his way, 
whether it’s on the quick screen or even 
snap it directly to him. But he’s got to 
touch the ball, much the way Shaun 
Alexander had to touch the ball 
last year.” 

Also adding to the speed 
on offense are wide receivers 
Jason McAddley, Sam Collins, 
Michael James and Antonio 
Carter, limited much of last year 
by an ankle sprain. 

The defense is equally 
loaded. Three of the starting 
four down linemen return 
(Kenny King, Kindal Moore- 
head, Kenny Smith) with a 
fourth — sophomore Jarret 
Johnson — having been part of 
the playing rotation last year. 

At linebacker, leading tack- 
ler Saleem Rasheed (84 tackles) 
returns for his sophomore sea- 
son. Starting middle linebacker 
Marvin Constant, who missed 
the last four games of the sea- 
son after suffering a knee injury, 
is back; and the entire starting 
secondary of corners Milo Lewis 
and Gerald Dixon and safeties 
Marcus Spencer (three intercep- 
tions) and Reggie Myles (five 
interceptions), plus back-ups 
Tony Dixon, Hirchel Bolden, and 
Shontua Ray, return. 

If Constant is not physically 
able to perform at middle line- 
backer (he missed spring prac- 
tice because of the knee injury), 
Victor Ellis and junior college 
signee Aries Monroe made out- 
standing progress in the spring. 

Monroe is also a proven pass rusher, 
and will be utilized as a rush end on pass- 
ing situations in an attempt to take advan- 
tage of his speed and explosiveness in 
getting off the line of scrimmage. 

“The biggest question in my mind is 
replacing the leadership we lost in Chris 
(Samuels), Shaun (Alexander) and (defen- 
sive tackle) Cornelius (Griffin),” DuBose 
said. “We have talent, but occasionally, 
the most talented team doesn’t win the 
national championship. It's often the team 
that plays within the team concept, that is 
unselfish and has great leadership. 

“| feel like we're as good or better at 
every position than we were a year ago, 
except possibly left tackle. But can we 
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replace people like Chris and Shaun and 
Cornelius and Tim Bowens as leaders? 
That's what we still don’t know.” 

On the other hand, when a coaches’ 
biggest concern is finding leadership, then 
you know his team is loaded. 

Also adding to the sense of excite- 


IF THE OFFENSE IS CENTERD AROUND ANY ONE PLAYER, IT WILL BE 
MILONS, WHO CAUGHT 65 PASSES FOR 733 YARDS LAST YEAR. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


ment is the return of DuBose’ staff, intact 
for the second season together. 

“As a staff, we're comfortable now,” 
he said. “There were adjustments for all of 
us, early on. But now we know how each 
of us reacts under pressure, who takes on 
what roles on game days. We understand 
the philosophies of offense and defense, 
and we have a better understanding of 
what the players can and can’t do. 

“With the success we had last year 
comes confidence. We're not complacent. 
We understand what it takes to take that 
next step. But I really believe that, right 
down to the last person in the organiza- 
tion, everyone understands that we’re not 
where we need to be yet. And that last 
step may be the hardest, to get to the 


point where we compete for the national 
championship every year.” 

The offensive philosophy, that is pri- 
marily the product of quarterback coach 
and play-caller Charlie Stubbs, produced 
376.9 yards of total offense last year, 
fourth best in the SEC. 

The Tide ranked in the mid- 
dle of the SEC in most offensive 
categories — averaging 28.8 
points per game, with 178.8 
yards rushing and 198.2 yards 
passing per game. 

But Alabama's strength was in 
time of possession (averaging 37 
minutes, 25 seconds) and third 
down conversion (43 percent), 
both of which led the league. 

“We learned that the better 
we pass, the more it opens up 
the run,” DuBose said. “And the 
better we run, the more it opens 
up the pass. 

“If there is one thing we did- 
n't do well last year, it was throw 
the ball downfield. We need to 
add about three plays of 40- 
yards or more to every game. 

If we do, we'll be around the top 
of the nation in offense, and 
should be scoring 31 to 35 
points a game. 

“Scoring defense is important, 
but we have to do a better job of 
creating turnovers and scoring 
points with our defense. But 
| think we have a defensive phi- 
losophy now that we all believe 
in, a 4-3 scheme that allows the 
linebackers to run and play 
instinctively. (Defensive coordina- 
tor) Ellis Johnson has always 
believed in it, but | was slow to 
be convinced. Now | am, and | 
think we're going to be even better there.” 

The problem areas are on special 
teams, where both a punter and placekicker 
must be found. Lane Bearden is the leading 
candidate as the punter, and redshirt fresh- 
man Danny Haynes had an edge over 
senior Chris Kemp in placekicking duties. 

Last season was a remarkable turn- 
around. Not only had Alabama been 
embarrassed by Virginia Tech, 38-7, in the 
Music City Bowl to end the 1998 season, 
but the ‘99 season began with DuBose’ 
job in question after he admitted lying to 
university officials about an improper rela- 
tionship with a female employee. 

Two weeks into the season, few 
believed DuBose would finish the year as 
coach. 
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iABAMA 


TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Cass . HOMETOWN 

73 Dennis Alexander RG ofr 6-5 315 Memphis, IN 
13 Kecoll Bailey RB Sr «= 5-10 166 Tuxcclooso 
91 David Borron MB Sr &2 215 Marieto,GA 
76 omnis Baxley RT So 66 301+ Waynesboro, GA 
34 Sontonio Beard TS So = 1 —-205_—Nashile, IN 
44 Lone Bearden P So 60 180 Helenc 
7% Shon Bohanon TR 2 215 Oak Ridge, IN 
25 Hirchel Bolden RCB So = 5-10 197 Dothan 
25 Dennis Bonga SE So 63 191 Tollchossee, FL 
55 Pot Boylan IG Sr 64 297 Manchester 
18 Terrence Braxton SS So 60215 Demopolis 
6 Marvin Brown fe = 60252 Hyattwville, Md 
52 Corey Bryon SB ok 61 24 Anddusi 
2 Antonio Carter FL So = 59-183 Tallohossee, FL 
7 San Collins SE So 61 184 Fayette 
45 Marvin Constant MIB So 6-1 = 245 Tuxcahosa 
29 Cahn Cook RCB So = 6-0 180 Sykcouga 
31 Adam Cox SB ok 6) 23_—dosper 
88 Keema Curry TE So 65 251 Aline 
72 Wal Cuthbert RG & 65 30 fPece A 
24 Tony Dixon FS Sr 62 203_——Relorm 
38 Shawn Draper TE St 64 294 Huntsville 
84 Jeremy Drummond TE dk «64256 Picoyne, MS 
4 Reb Egon FL So 6&4 = 209 __ Henderson, KY 
65. Dante Ellington T So 65 -380_Leighton 
9 Vidor Elis MIB Jr 6:2 231 Chottanoogo, TIN 
58 Alonzo Ephriom c So 63 300 _Birmirghom 
32 Corey Ferguson (So 510 165 Montgomery 
47 Ico Fielding _ FS Je ~— 63188 cuguslo, GA 
11 Mich Fowder mK So 60 210 Vesta 

| 29 Ahmoad Golloway T So 6&1 224 Mentevallo 

| 83. Cosey Gibet ROT Fr 64 278 —Poscogoulo, MS 
99 Darius Gilbert SB ke 62 240  Oxtord 
24 Chad Handley Lk =~ 0180 Cobmbiona 
1 MocHort mK 59 175 McComb, MS 
36 John Mark Horrison SE fr SI 173  Gerdendole 
47 Donny Haynes PKs «= S10 200 Killen 
74 Poul Hogon CS 64 280 Voldosto, GA 
88 Reid Holley P So S10 (170 Mobile 
51 Allen Hollie (OT Jt 60 272 Allon'o,GA 
53° Potrick Hollingsworth  C So 61 300 Baton Rouge, LA 
1 Chris Home WB Se = &1_— 221 Sandersville, GA 
49° Jomie Hunter MB kk 63 228 Dope 

| 47 Stanley Jockson SB ok 6&4 246 Aubum 
87 Michael James Sk S11 170 Tuscaloosa 
96 Jarret Johnson WT So 64 275 Chielond, FL 
82. Terry Jones, k TE k 63 262 Tuscclooso 
19 Jason Jones SS Se «= S11 S180 Tusecloosa 
3 Jason Kellen P Sr 64 219  Tusccloosa 
20 Chris Kemp PK Sr = 5-917 Jacksonville, FL 
% Danny Kimble (B So 57 180 Godiden 
55 Kenny King RDE So 64 270 Daoptne 
93. Brodley Ledbetter SNS = 63 259 Pehom 
21 Milo Lewis (CBS = 60188. Mountain View, CA 


No, Name Pos, Class Ht. . HOMETOWN 
1 Ron Logan SE So 60 178 -—_Bedkord, KY 
35 Moreus Marshall FBSiC«So Ss 5-9 = 235 Louisville, KY 
79 Roy Morshall 1G So 65 335 Monenlo 
95 Som Matthews ROT Jr 6&6 291 —_dacksowwille, FL 
80 JoronMcAddey ss FL. sk = & 2194 Onkridge, IN 
35. Roberto McBride RB So 59 178  lokelond, A 
30 John McClelland ROB So S11 170 Wetumpka 
30 Destin McClintock BS 63 Oink, K 
93 ChowonMcFodden ROT k= 63279 Herndon, VA 
2 God Mdinniish SS So 61 180 Brewkn 

60 Gorry McNealy fr 6k 85 Pemy, 

15 Freddie Milons SE Je 5-11-1188 Storkville, MS 
42. Brondon Miree TB Fr «62228 Cincinnati, OH 
5 Eric Moore RB So 510 193 Nobile 

54 Kindal Mooreheod WE k 63-293 Memphis, IN 
22 Aries Monroe MB ok 63 232 _Tolchossee, FL 
1] Stephen Moore FL So & 1-173 __Dewble Springs 
23 Reggie Myles FS dr «= 511-189 Pascagoula, MS 
62. Trop Powell SN So 60 255 Tuxcobosa 
71 Marico Portis 1G So 6&2 %3 Prichard 

6 Richord Rondolph (CB So 511 180 _Decohe, GA 
11 Scleem Rasheed WB So 63 222 _Birminghom 
77 Best Roulston So 693 Syhorio 

33 Shontua Ray CB e510. 204 Montevallo 
75 Grif Redil GS 66 0 dosper 

16 RJ Reid FS So 510190 _Tellahossoe, FL 
26 Amin Richord SE Sr 57 185 Afonio, GA 
16 _ Jonathan Richey CS 63 210 Pehom 

94 Derek Sanders WT So 64 277 Senderwille, GA 
89 Theo Sonders TE So 63 248 Birmingham 
53 Rob Soxxier MB So 510 218 Mobik 

4 Ricky Shoop PK ot = «59175 Shaneion, MS 
64 Randall Shouts RT Fr = 65 330 Sohn 

88 Kenny Smith WT S& 65 289 Meridon, MS 
8 Ben Stevens FS ke 63.188 Birmingham 
4] Marcus Spencer SS 6&2 MS Yok 

92 Patrick Tote TE S 63 238 FPoyne 

32 Lonce Taylor SE fr 59 181) MLVernon 
18 Luke Tucker OB So Sil 177 Foyete 

98 David Voyles WT So 65 277 Ripley, MS 
27 _ Jeremy Walker MIB So 63 258 Prathille 

44 Rashod Watkins WIB Fr 5-921] Murfreesboro, IN 
14 Tyler Wolts GB So 63 (219 Peon 

37 Wesley Welch FS Je 63-202 Monroeville 
12 John Wels SE Fr G1 «185 Anddusio 
90 Antonio White DT So 59 265 Dison Mids 
67 Kelvis White ROT S& &4 298 Courlond 
61 Todd Whatmore ROT S 6 +295 _—_—Ranbune 
49 Jason Willioms f Fr S11 240 Fathope 

48 Leslie Willioms WE So 65 225 Stone Mountoin, GA 
6 Shoun Williams Ok ~— 6&5 7B Augusto, GA 
84 Joe Yount RODE kr 65 259 Albertville 

5 Andrew Zow QB «= 62217 Lake Butler, FL 
Roster and depth chart subject io change. 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
co a ae) Ce aaa 


QB Andrew Zow, Jr*/Tyler Watts, So 
TB Shaun Bohanon, Sr/Ahmaad Galloway, So 
FB Dustin McClintock, Sr*/Marvin Brown, Jr 
WR Freddie Milons, Jr*/Sam Collins, So 
FL Antonio Carter, So/Jason McAddley, Jr* 
TE Terry Jones, Jr*/Shawn Draper, Sr 
uT Dante Ellington, So*/Shaun Williams, Jr 
LG Griff Redmill, Sr*/Marico Portis, So 
ra Paul Hogan, Sr*/Alonzo Ephriam, So 
RG Will Cuthbert, Sr*/Matt Lomax, Fr 
RT Lanis Baxley, So/Dennis Alexander, Fr 
PK Danny Haynes, Fr/Chris Kemp Sr 
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DE Kindal Moorehead, Jr*/Leslie Williams, So 

DT Jarret Johnson, So/Kelvis White, Sr 

DT Kenny Smith, Sr*/ Todd Whitmore, Sr 

DE Kenny King, So*/ Jarret Johnson, So 
OLB Saleem Rasheed, So*/Chris Horne, Sr 
MLB Marvin Constant, So*/Victor Ellis, Jr 
OlB Darrius Gilbert, Jr/Adam Cox, Jr 

cB Gerald Dixon, So*/Hirchel Bolden, So 

cB Milo Lewis, Sr*/Shontua Ray, Jr 

SS Marcus Spencer, Sr/Tony Dixon, Sr* 

FS _- Reggie Myles, Jr*/Tony Dixon, Sr 

P Lane Bearden, So/Jason Kellen, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


labama defensive coordinator 
Ellis Johnson won't say it was 
wasted spring, but he didn’t 
see players take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to move up the depth chart as he’d 
hoped. 

“With all the guys we had missing 
(due to injury) this spring, there was an 
opportunity for several players to show 
they are ready to be counted on,” John- 
son said. “For the most part, | didn’t 
see it. 

“That means there is room for new 
players coming in to get into the two- 
deep (roster) — particularly at defensive 
tackle and safety.” 

Without that, Alabama has to have 
defensive tackle Kenny Smith return 
ready to play after knee surgery that kept 
him out this spring, and may have to play 
sophomore Jarret Johnson at tackle as 
well, even though he is best suited to play 
defensive end. 

At safety, senior Tony Dixon missed 
spring due to shoulder surgery, and no 
one stepped up behind returning starters 
Reggie Myles and Marcus Spencer. 

¢ The Crimson Tide went through 
spring without tailback Shaun Bohanon, 
who was held out due to academics. If 
Bohanon remains eligible, he will go into 
fall as the No. 1 tailback. If not, Ahmaad 
Galloway, Santonio Beard and Brandon 
Miree got enough work in the spring to 
be ready to play this fall. 

¢ A number of players missed all or 
part of spring practice due to injuries. 
Last year’s starting middle linebacker 
Marvin Constant was rehabing the knee 
he injured against LSU; safety Tony 
Dixon had shoulder surgery; starting 
defensive linemen Kenny Smith (knee) 
and Kindal Moorehead (knee) both had 
surgery; and redshirt freshman tailback 
Brandon Miree suffered a broken leg the 
last week of spring. All are expected to be 
ready in August. 

¢ Reserve fullback Marvin Brown did 
not go through spring after being sus- 
pended from the team for a “violation of 
team rules.” Outside linebacker Chris 
Horne was suspended from the team for 
the same reason the last week of spring 
practice. DuBose said both are expected 
to be back on the team in the fall. 


— Ray Melick 
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ALABAMA 


Tide’s Rasheed Plays Beyond His Years 


down from pressure. 

“The pressure should be on me,” 
said Rasheed, who arrived at Alabama 
last fall with a resume that was among 
the bluest of the blue chips. “People 
see a lot out of me. | expect a lot out 
of myself.” 

The 6-3, 220-pound linebacker 
couldn’t have delivered much more 
than he did as a true freshman, earn- 
ing Southeastern Conference Defensive 
Freshman of the Year, as well as Fresh- 
man All-American honors. 

The Birmingham, Ala., native 
started every game and became the 
first freshman ever to lead the Crimson 
Tide in tackles (84). He had eight stops 
behind the line of scrimmage, three 
quarterback sacks and a blocked punt. 

Excellence is a way of life for the 
Rasheeds. Saleem’s older brother, 
Dawud, earned a degree in four years 
while playing fullback at Duke. Saleem 
was an outstanding student at Shades 
Valley High. 

“Academically, college has been 
easier,” Rasheed said. “It’s really a step 
down. In high school, you go from 8 to 
3, and here you have breaks between 


Seer Rasheed has never backed 


“There is no question we were at a 
crossroads last year,” DuBose said. “But 
we had two choices: divide and split 
apart, or come together as a team and 
help each other up. 

“Facing a choice, this team made the 
right choice. This season, we'll face adver- 
sity again — although | hope not the same 
kind of adversity — and the issue will be 
how this team responds, where the leader- 
ship comes from. How we handle adversity 
will determine what kind of team we have.” 

Three spectacular recruiting classes — 
as evidenced by the swarms of NFL 
scouts who are showing up more fre- 
quently in Tuscaloosa looking for future 
draft choices — are producing on the 
field, and DuBose is confident in his own 
ability as coach. 

“| understand the down side of those 
expectations,” DuBose said. “I know if we 
don't live up to them, what the conse- 
quences can be. 

“But I’m at peace with myself. There 
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classes. It’s been easy for me to go to 
class, do the work, and still go out on 
the football field and function correctly.” 

Rasheed caught the attention of the 
upper classmen fan the beginning — 
especially in the weight room. 

“One of the first days he was here 
| saw him lifting and said, ‘Whoa! He's 
a freshman?’ ” said Alabama safety Tony 
Dixon. “He doesn’t look like a freshman.” 

“He knows what he’s doing,” said 
former Alabama defensive end Reggie 
Grimes. “It’s like he skipped being 
a freshman and came here knowing 
how to play.” 

Given a choice, Rasheed prefers 
playing outside linebacker, and has 
returned to the perimeter this spring. 

In a signing class including several 
All-Americans, Rasheed stepped up 
first and proved he was the real deal. 

“He’s a smart kid, playing above 
the level of a true freshman,” said 
Alabama defensive coordinator Ellis 
Johnson, who also coaches outside 
linebackers. “He knows what he’s 
doing, and physically he’s able to run 
and make plays. 

‘The good thing is, he can only 
get better.” O 


was a time when | thought I could do this 
job, but now | know | can do it. No matter 
what happens, | know | can coach at this 
level and win. 


F ANYONE SHOULD 

BE ABLE TO HAN- 

DLE THE EXPECTA- 
TIONS THAT COME WITH THIS 


JOB, IT IS DUBOSE. AFTER 
ALL, HE'S THE ONE WHO 
CREATED THEM. 


“T've also learned you can't please 
everybody. | know that. So you have to 
do what you believe in, and have faith 
that it is going to work.” 


IN A SIGNING CLASS INCLUDING SEVERAL 
ALL-AMERICANS, RASHEED STEPPED UP FIRST 
AND PROVED HE WAS THE REAL DEAL. 


PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


DuBose has that faith. He knows now 
his way has been the right way, even as 
he admits he doesn’t know how much 
further the program has to go. 

“There’s no question we have come 
a long way,” DuBose said. “I think we're 
a little ahead of schedule to be honest 
with you. How far do we have to go? 
| don’t know. We won an SEC champi- 
onship and played in a BCS bowl game. 

“But if we were where we needed 
to be, we would have finished 13-0 and 
won a national championship. Our goals 
have not changed. Everyone else might 
set goals to win seven or eight games, 
but those aren't our goals. We're devel- 
oping a program that will allow us to 
compete for a national championship on 
a yearly basis.” 

IF anyone should be able to handle the 
expectations that come with this job, it is 
DuBose. After all, he’s the one who cre- 
ated them. 

— Ray Melick 
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ARKANSAS 


“~@ RAZORBACKS 


ollege football rebuilding projects 

come in two sizes — a full pro- 

gram overhaul requiring heavy 
machinery or a one-year repair that can be 
completed out of the tool box. 

Houston Nutt started Arkansas’ over- 

haul two years ago and would have been 
following the traditional rebuilding pattern 


happened once in school history, the 
1960-62 seasons. 

“We've been blessed,” Nutt said. 
“But now | don’t want them to get com- 
placent. ‘You're not just going through 
this drill half speed, are you? You think 
you're pretty good?’ ” 

If Nutt can head off complacency and 


a 40-yard strike. We want that kind of 
throw consistently. He throws a beautiful 
deep ball.” 

Hampton is 24 years old. He played 
four years of minor league baseball after 
high school and decided to get on with 
his life two years ago. He came to Arkan- 
sas and dusted off his passing skills. 


Nutt Wants Hogs to Stay Ahead of Schedule 


if his teams had struggled during that 
time. But back-to-back Jan. 1 bowl games 
are evidence that he has assembled the 
framework quicker than expected. 

Now comes one of those mainte- 
nance years within the rebuilding project. 
It’s Nutt’s third season but the first with- 
out a load of returning starters to lean on. 
Only nine starters return and the senior 
class of eight is almost one-third the size 
of last year’s. 

Naturally, it’s time for the Razor- 
backs to recede into the basement, take 
their lumps for a year and plan to 
resume progress next year when they're 
more experienced. 

Or is it? 

If Nutt has the overhaul moving ahead 
of schedule, then maybe his repair job will 
come along sooner than expected, too. 
After all, it’s not a typical rebuilding year. 

Even though there are only nine 
returning starters, 10 of the players pro- 
jected to fill open jobs have significant 
experience. Overall talent appears to be 
on the rise with the last two recruiting 
classes taking key backup roles. The 
schedule opens with five consecutive 
home games, and a 27-6 Cotton Bowl 
victory over Texas fortified confidence in 
a program that hadn't won a bowl game 
in 14 years. 

In reaching the Cotton and Citrus 
bowls the last two seasons, Arkansas has 
put itself in position to play ina Jan. 1 
game three consecutive years. That's only 


STRONG-SIDE END RANDY GARNER, A 
SENIOR, IS A THIRD-YEAR STARTER AND ONE 
OF THE SEC’S UNDERRATED PLAYERS. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 
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find the right players at quarterback and in 
the secondary, then competing for the 
SEC West title might not be a stretch. 
Three-year starting quarterback Clint Sto- 
erner completed his eligibility. Three key 
defensive backs are gone and the ones 
who return were picked on for big plays. 

Nutt probably doesn’t have to fret 
over the quarterback situation because he 
has two apparently capable answers. 
Either Robby Hampton or Gary Brashears, 
both sophomores, will win the job. 

“| could put either one in a game,” 
Nutt said. 

Perhaps in the same game. Coaches 
might want to evaluate both players in the 
season opener before choosing one. 

“Robby gives you more maturity. He 
has a lot of the intangibles, gets them in 
the huddle, solid leader,” Nutt said. 
“Gary's talented. He might not have the 
presence yet, but all of a sudden he drills 


at a glance 


COACH: Houston Nutt —At Arkansas: 
17-7, 2 years; Overall: 53-29, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |0; 4 Offense, 
5 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Cedric Cobbs, 
SE Boo Williams, LG Shannon Money, LB 
Quenton Caver, FS Corey Harris, DE Car- 
los Hall 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Linebackers, 
offensive line, starting tailback and 
receivers. 


But nobody on the team possesses an 
arm like Brashears, who can see over line- 
men and view defenses with his 6-5 
frame. He has a flick-of-the-wrist-quick 
release and an electric arm. 

Whoever winds up with the job won't 
have to carry the offense because sopho- 
more tailback Cedric Cobbs and an experi- 
enced offensive line will. 

Cobbs averaged 5.8 yards per carry 
and set Arkansas’ freshman rushing record 
(668 yards) but won't have to split time 
this year. Coaches are counting on him 
touching the ball at least 20 times a game 
and have added two more running plays 
(for a total of eight) to put his 6-2, 220- 
pound frame and 4.34 speed on the out- 
side more. 

When Texas coaches started studying 
tape before the Cotton Bowl, they assumed 
that Cobbs was an upperclassman. 

“This guy is a power runner, he runs 


RAZORBACKS 
1999: 8-4 Overall; 4-4 SEC (Tie/3rd West) new quarterback will make it more difficult 


to capitalize on a wealth of talented 
receivers. The secondary has a tendency 
to give up the big play. 


OVERVIEW: The new quarterback does- 


n't have to be a hero. If he can just play 
with minimal mistakes and make steady 
throws, then tailback Cedric Cobbs and 
the receivers will carry the offense. A more 
multiple defense should help cut down on 
giving up the big play. Opening with five 
home games gives the rebuilding team 

a chance to gain confidence. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Breaking ina 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HIGH — / Coutece 


BAKER, Carlton LB 6-2, 215 Belle Glade, FL 
Florida Prep Football Report ranked No. 5 ployer in Florida @ As a senior, had 131 Ses sal i deans 


sacks. 


BLUEFORD, Fred DL 63, 253 Hermitage 
7 atta oe tera Pla on acy a ala 


BREEDEN, Sam WR 6-4, 220 Hamlet, NC Butler County (KS) CC 
Has three years eligibility remaining @ All-Conference @ As c freshman, had 43 receptions for 787 yards. 


COLUNS, Shane LB 6-2, 200 Mountain Home Mountain Home 
PrepStar rated No. 13 linebacker in Southeast Region Had 70 tackles as a senior @ Had 1,000 yards rugh- 
ing ond nine touchdowns @ Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash. 


DIXON, Arrion DL 6-4, 250 Wynne 
Ranked No. 7 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ Pigskin Preps rated No, 23 dior ooce i in the South 
All-State # As a senior, had 60 tackles, seven quarterback sacks, hwo fumbles recovered and one punt blocked. 


FORREST, Adonis DL 63, 280 Hayward, CA Chabot College 
Rated No. 6 junior coll cele Feepon rete Ni Eee @ Hod five quarterback sacks and 
one interception as a Runs 4,9 in the 40-yard dash. 


HARGON, Myron DB 5-11, 165 Gainesville, FL Buchholz 
Asa senior, had seven interceptions, including three in one game @ Retumed three kicks for touchdowns. 


HARRIS, Elliott DL 6-4, 230 Marianna 
PrepStor ranked No. 15 defensive lineman in the South @ SuperPrep rated No. Salse nines beta 
No. 6 defensive end in the South by Pigskin Preps @ Had 87 tackles as a senior. 


HARRIS, Steven WR Hicleah, FL | 
As a senior, Fel 2 pcsasce bi RID oer d et estes occ Bk col od aoe had 975 
yards and seven touchdowns @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. 


HAYES, Lee CB 5-9, 175 Hopkinsville, KY Hopkinsville 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 19 defensive back nationally @ Hod 12 interceptions as a senior @ Hod 
1,525 yards rushing and 24 touchdowns @ Had three touchdowns on receptions. 


HILL, Brian OL 6-6, 297 Harrison Harrison 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 3 player in Arkansas @ Rated No. 12 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ All-State 
@ Helped team fo state championship As a senior, graded 88 percent on blocking assignments. 


HOLMES, Brandon RB 62,215 Allonta, GA North Springs 
Rated No. 21 talbock in South by Phin Props @ Hod 725 ard ing in six games os ero @ As 
junior, had 866 yards rushing and seven touchdowns on 89 carries @ Also a standout linebacker. 


HOOD, leroy DB 61, 200 McGehee McGehee 
AllSiole @ Helped team to two siroight stale championships @ Played quarterback and defense back # As | 
senior, had 765 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns @ Hod 618 yards passing and six touchdowns. 


Name / Posmon HOMETOWN HiH ScHoot / CoueGE 


JOHNSON, Jayson DL 6-3, 270 Little Rock J. A. Fair 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 2 player in Arkansas ond No. 23 defensive lineman nationally @ All-State 
@ Arkonsas Defensive Player of the Year @ Hod 84 tackles, including 45 solo and eight for loss, and five quar- 
terback sacks as a senior. 


Size 


MAYWEATHER, Brandon LB 6-2, 194 Crossett 
Ronked No. 10 clin SEC Raion by Prat Pin Pp led No Maik tints 
South @ Runs 4,7 in the 40-yard dash. 


MOSLEY, Bo DB 5-10, 165 Osceola Osceola 

Rivals 100.com All-American @ Rated No. 8 comerback in the South by Pigskin Preps @ PrepStar ranked No. 6 
defensive back in the SEC Region @ As a senior, had 58 tockles, including 37 solo, and two interceptions # Had 
834 yords rushing and 11 touchdowns. 


O'DONOHOE, Brennan K 60,215 El Dorado El Dorado 
Ranked No. 6 kicker in the South by Pigskin Preps @ All-State Had 43.7 yard punting average # Kicked 
50-yard field goal as a junior # As a senior, was 40 of 42 on extra point atiempts and nine of 16 on field goal 


attempts. 


PEARSON, Rodole RB 58, 180 Memphis, TN Ridgeway 

Pigskin Preps rated No. 8 running back in the South @ Ronked No. 9 player in Tennessee by The Knoxville 
News-Sentinel @ As a senior, had 2,680 yards rushing and 40 touchdowns, averaging 10 yards per carry # 
Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. 


PETERS, Jason Di 65,275 Queen City, TX Queen City 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 17 defensive end nationally # Rated No. 18 player in Texas by Lone Star Recruiting 
@ Hod 88 tackles as a senior @ Averaged 18.4 points per game for basketball team. 


| REED, Rylan OL 6-5, 245 Crossett Crossett | 
| Played fight end and defensive end @ Will play offensive interior line for Arkansas. 

RICHARDSON, Lawrence DB 5-11, 170 Galveston, TX 

USA Today All-American ¢ The Football News Top 30 nationally @ Ranked No. aera 
Recruiting @ As a senior, had 72 tackles, including 48 solo, and six interceptions, including Iwo retumed for 
fochclovns © Hod sven ivercaplons aso jaar ¢ Runs 4 nthe 40-yard dosh ond 10.19 in the 1O0-melr 
dosh @ Texas slate champion in 200-meter dash. 


| SPIVEY, Steve OL 6-3, 290 GA Heritage 
Pigskin Preps rated No. 11 offensive guard in the @ Ranked No. 34 player in Dixie by SuperPrep 
Allanta Journal Constitution Top 75 in Georgia # Hod eight ee blocks in one game as a senior. 


WATSON, Brion DL 6-5, 280 Houston, TX 
Ranked No. 3 lin pen by Spray © AUD As 0s, had 100 tackles Runs 
4.5 in the 40-yard dosh 


WINN, Pat DL 6-4, 295 Holt, AL Holt 
SuperPrep All-American @ Pigskin Preps rated No. 29 defensive tackle in the South @ Had 65 tackles and five 
quorterback sacks as a senior. 


WOOGKATTHERAZORBAGKE : 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(8-4, 4-4) PASSING Sept. 2 SW Missouri State* 
f. Comp Yarps Pcr TD Inr 
26 SMU 317. (177'—«—« 2293 «558 19 10 Sept. 16 Boise State* 
= 25 267 556 2 

44 Louisiana-Monroe fo) 
arn = RUSHING Sept. 23. Alabama 

se Me Be Sept. 30 Georgia 
20 Kentucky 31 

: Chukuma 8 Oct. 7 Louisiana-Monroe 
58 Middle Tennessee 6 | Jenkins 33 224 68 55  3| | 
45) “Rea Corclina 14 Ray 16 6339 30 0) =| Oct. 14 — at South Carolina 

RECEIVING 

34 Auburn 10 | aks ce : Oct. 28 — at Auburn 
16 Miceiceincn Lucas 37 jes ey, ee ee 

ississippi 38 | nak 3 a 103 BT Nov. 4 — Mississippi 
28 Tennessee 24 Williams, B. 28 Loy oa Kb ema ee 
iaita sMaaclaweisek > Williams, M. 28 a5) 4 oan tl Nov. 11 at Tennessee 

shah dhl DEFENSIVE LEADERS | Nov. 18 — at Mississippi State 
10 LSU 35 Tacktes: Kennedy 98; Harris 77; Carver 70; Flowers 59. | iN 25 LSU* 

Corton BowL |_| Intercepnons: Kennedy 3; Barrett 3. OX 
27 Texas 6 QB Sacks: Garner 5.5; Harper 4; Hall 4; Moss 4; Cooper 4. “fd 
Tacktes For Loss: Garner 13; Caver 8; Petty 8. Little Rock, AR 
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strong, and | think he has a real gift at the 
line of scrimmage to make a cut,” Texas 
defensive coordinator Carl Reese said. 
“He'll make a guy miss, then, ‘Shewww!’ 
he’s gone. He looks like an old man that’s 
been playing for a while.” 

Sophomore Fred Talley doesn't 
have the physical nature of Cobbs, 
but he is very much a breakaway 
threat and should share backup 
duties with hard-running senior Rod 
Stinson. 

The Razorbacks have been at 
their best under Nutt when the run 
sets up the play-action pass. A vet- 
eran group of big-play receivers 
helped make it possible. But five 
receivers and one tight end com- 
pleted their eligibility, including 
three of the top four pass catchers. 

So it’s hard to imagine that the 
current group might be better. But 
they are, senior Boo Williams said, 
“because these guys have a lot of 
spunk to them. They love to learn. 
Everybody has big play-making 
ability.” 

Williams, who could be an All- 
SEC candidate, and sophomore 
Sparky Hamilton are the top two 
returning split ends. Senior Michael 
Snowden, who redshirted last sea- 
son, and redshirt freshman Richard 
Smith, who probably has the best 
combination of mind and ability, are 
the top two flankers. 

It's a tall group. Six of the 
receivers and key tight ends are 6-3 
or taller. And there’s some bulk. 
Williams is 6-4, 235 pounds with 
4.5 speed. Junior college transfer 
Sam Breeden is 6-4, 220 pounds. 

Williams, Snowden, Breeden, 
Hamilton and Smith are all deep 
threats. 


ing out of high school, played some as 

a true freshman, but took a soul-searching 
sabbatical last spring. He was allowed to 
return under the conditions that he red- 
shirt, play on the scout team and pay his 
own way last fall. 


QUENTON CAVER, THE TEAM’S LEADING RETURNING TACK- 
LER, WILL BE ONE OF THE TEAM’S MAIN WEAPONS, 
PHOTO BY BRIAN BAHR / ALLSPORT 


coach Bobby Allen. 

Nutt hired veteran defensive line 
coach Bill Johnson from Texas A&M and 
made 23-year-old Chris Vaughn, whom 
Nutt considers an up-and-comer, the out- 
side linebackers coach. 

The turnover brought an infusion of 
new ideas. Arkansas retained the 
eight-man front as its run-stopping 
base but expanded its pass defense. 
Several teams figured out last season 
that the Hogs would line up man-to- 
man almost exclusively, even on 
third-and-long, so opponents identi- 
fied vulnerable targets and exploited 
them. Now the defense is more mul- 
tiple, ideally keeping quarterbacks 
guessing on the number of pass 
rushers and from where they'll be 
coming. There also will be about 
a 50-50 mix of zone and man-to- 
man coverage used. 

“We want to dictate to the offense,” 
Thompson said. “We don't want them 
to know what we're going to be in. 

It may look like something and be 
something else.” 

Thompson has developed a repu- 
tation for using unorthodox align- 
ments at times, but he also gets 
results. His defenses at Southern 
Mississippi and Memphis usually 
ranked among the nation’s top 20. 
Besides adding new wrinkles, 
Thompson is rebuilding a secondary 
that lost two players to the NFL and 
another three-year starter. Junior 
Orlando Green and sophomore 
Harold Harris shared time at one cor- 
nerback spot last season and were 
often picked on. Now that both fig- 
ure to start, coaches are counting on 
them to grow up quickly. 

Junior college transfer Corey Harris, 
the free safety, seemed to turn in at 


Sophomore Marcellus Poydras 
has solid pass-catching skills at tight 
end. He probably will share time with 
redshirt freshmen J. Strain and Cameron 
Glenn, provided Strain comes back 
healthy from three wrist surgeries in less 
than a year. 

Four starters return on an offensive 
line that gave up an SEC-low 14 sacks. 
Sophomore center Josh Melton, junior 
guards Kenny Sandlin and La'Zerius White 
and junior tackle Shannon Money started 
out raw and developed into a reliable unit 
last season, 

Sophomore Gary Hobbs joins the 
lineup at right tackle. Hobbs, who had 
offers from several Top 25 programs com- 
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After regaining favor with his team- 
mates, Hobbs turned in an excellent spring. 
“He has been a pleasant surprise,” 
assistant coach Mike Markuson said. “I'm 

glad he’s back.” 

Five defebsuve starters return, which is 
more than the offensive staff can say. 
Coordinator Keith Burns took the Tulsa job 
and Nutt fired two assistants in January. 

In a bizarre sequence, Arkansas native 
John Thompson jumped from Memphis to 
LSU as defensive coordinator, but bolted 
Nick Saban’s new staff less than a month 
later to become the Razorbacks’ co-coor- 
dinator. He shares duties with linebackers 


least one major play per day during 
spring practice, intercepting passes 
even with a cast on his arm. 

After wandering to his fourth defen- 
sive position, junior Derrick Johnson 
appears to have found a home at rover, 
essentially a safety that plays close to the 
line. It’s a pivotal play-making spot where 
production fell sharply last season. Senior 
Jeremiah Harper and redshirt freshman 
Tony Bua could split time at bandit, which 
is like an outside linebacker. 

Inside linebacker is the team’s 
strength. Senior Quenton Caver was the 
team’s third-leading tackler and is the top 
returner. His speed allows him to cover 
the field side to side as well as any line- 
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RAZORBACKS SPRING ROSTER 


y Pos, Class . HOMETOWN 

9 Andre Ackee T So S11 03 _ Little Rock 
Derrick Anderson Pid 60 266 Stillwater, OK 

29 _ Kevin Baker CB Fr = 510159 Mesquite, TX 

79. Nahon Boll OT So 64 292 Rogers 

14 Jimmy Beosley R fr 511183 Nor Lie Rock 

31 D’Andve Berry Rk 59 180 Howson, IX 
Toc Bloke Afr 510173 Amarilo, IX 

71 Mork Bokermon OT oft 6&5 308 St louis, MO 

7 Eric Bronch Se 60 238 Dallas, IX 

10 Gary Broshears, Jr QB So 65 219 Carksvide 

92 Chris Brooks oT os 63 268 Newhon, TX 

48 _ Jermaine Brooks NG So 63 278 _ Pasodeno, CA 
Doeald Brown fRFr = S10, 215 Alin, K 

22 Tony Bua FS Fr S11 200_—River Ridge, LA 
Bryan Buckalew @ Fr 510191 Germantown, IN 

82 Matt Burstein 57 177 __ Orlando, Fl 

35 Richie Butler P So 61-222 Harrison 
Joson Compbell Kk 58 170 ScotsOhi NE 

37 _ Steadman Compbell FL So 58 160  Foyetevile 

53 Quenton Cover it} S& 65 230 Anniston, AL 
Gorrett Chillers K So 510 180 North litle Rock 
Rodney Clark NG fr 6&5 319 Elaine 

17 Zok Cork Cor 62 187 Fayetteville 
Chris Clinton R So 59 173 Springdale 

4 Cedric Cobbs TR So 2 20 _lithe Rock 
Lourence Coker 1 if 6&4 250 little Rock 

% TimGrog TS 66 263 PreBhl 
Clif Crouse CB So S11 S175 ~— Sheridan 
Thomas Crowder R kr 62 181 Comden 

42 Adam Daily FB So 6&1 — 251 Alma 

& Scot Davenport Cf 62 303 Chendon 

94 Curt Davis NG ik 63. 290 Monroe 
Don Doughty NG fr 63 285 Ginn 
Chod Farris 1B Fr = 511-213 Booneville 
Josh Fobiart 8 dt 59 190 Von Buren 
Keih Goge B So 59 18  Ozork 

26 Desmond Borcia FBSo = 60215 _tuhkin, TX 

1 Rondy Garner DE Sr 6d 272 Adenia, TK 

54_John Geiiner Ol & 65 307 Heakkburg CA 

85 Comeron Glenn TE fr ~—&S_— 268 Monroe, lA 

21 Orlondo Green a os 5-10 210 Crosse 
Ryon Gulla Kft 59 221 Pine Bhif 

55 Carlos Holl DE Jr 64 253  Marionna 

28 Sparky Homiion SE So G4 207 luhin, IX 

6 Ken Hamlin 8 Fr 63 199 Memphis, IN 

71 Robby Homipan GB So 62 224 Mi Peason, TK 

32._Jeremich Horper BS 510 187 Mayflower 

24 Corey Harris R i 5-10 195 — Friendswood, TX 
Foquon Harris FS fr 60 210 litle Rock 

2. Harold Horris CB ok = SN 194 Madvern 
Kweku Hayton Bok 59 190 Ghono, Alrica 
Nathan Heery RS S510 220 Springdale 

76 Gary Hobbs OT So 66 314 Fort Smith 
Judson Holloway CB So S11 (180 Fayeteville 

56 Raymond House DE So 63 254  LiMleRock 

4 Gerokd Howord A So 58 179 _Dallos, 1X 
Dorrin lngrahom OT So 63 264 Newport 

30 Eddie Jackson $ fr 60 186 Richardson, TX 
Nick Jomes A Fr 11.170 Heber Springs 

3B Derrick Johnson B ok 61208 Duncan, OK 


No. NAME Pos. Cuass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
49 J. Jones iB S 60 235 i 
Logan Koplon P Se 51) 191 Noeth Little Rock 
3% _Morgon Keyes FRSe = 6258 Lite Rock 
75 Bolocy OT Fr 64 -289_Newport 
Socha Lancaster oT 6-2 277 _ Son Antonio, TK 
Thomas latoot K Fr 5-9 173 New Boston, TX 
Dowel Loggains OB fr 58 155 Abilene IX 
Nahon longeway —=R/B.fr_—«S8 175 Monroeville, PA 
Mork Luther R Fr 5-10 195 Lite Rock 
Miced Malone K So 60 (186 Rogers 
15 Jored MeBride Gok 64 190 Nashville 
Trent McDoniel A Se 59 165 Greenwood 
$8 _Josh Melton CS 64 32 Borie 
43 Coleb Miller Fr ~— 3-209 Sulphur Springs, TX 
61 Shonnon Money OG k 64 HB Conny 
Deon Monts iF _510_170 Springdale 
Jorod Morrison CF &1 250 Formingon 
83 Corey Muldrew SE So 62 210 Hope 
51 Guck Noley SNP So 60 216 _LitleRock 
Brent Nicholas SE Fr 63 182 Baytown, IX 
Wesley O'Neal B So 510 225 Satigon | 
91 Pervis Osbome OT So 64 272  Beorden 
Tatum Owenby Gk 510 191 Greenwood 
16 Shelton Parker Gf 59 173 BreouxBridge,lA 
72. Coleb Perry OG Fr 64 289 Arlington, TX 
74 Sen Peters OG fr 63 288 Russelvile 
40 _Jemoine Petty Oe os 63 255 Inman, SC 
95 Marcellas Poydros TE So 6-4 254 Houston, TX 
bonce Pruner OT Jr 62 290 __ Siloam Springs 
Denid Romsey PSo__S11__190_Lexinglon, IN 
3 Alvin Roy Bs $9 19) Datlas, IX 
44 Jim Ed Reed u:} & 62 218 
50 Jey Reth NG fr 63 284 Fort Smith 
13. Movi Riley TB So 56 157 Colorodo Spgs, CO 
Josaph Rupe Fr S11 215 Fort Smith 
57 Kenny Sondlin Oo sk $3 324 VonBuren 
Jcime Savoge R/B Fr = 5:1]_—«*197 ~~ Germantown, TN 
90 Justin Scott OE Fr 62 232 Gosndl 
73 Bret Shockley OT S 68 335 Conway 
T.C Soy B  S& 510 224 Gentry 
8 Richard Smith FL Fr ~—5-10—“174 Shreveport, [A 
27 _Midhoel Snowden A Sr 63 212 Newellion, LA 
Mark Stavely SNP So 510 210 Nodwile 
19 Rod Stinson TH & 59 24 Pine Bit 
87 J. Strain 3 Fr 63 253 Foyeteville 
89 Scott Summers FB So) 61 268 Beyond 
Matt Swartz KS 59 1291 Coral Springs, FL 
20 Fred Talley FB So. 510 175 Longview, 1X 
Jomes Thomas OG Ff 62 292 _ Germantown, IN 
78 Dovid Turner C So 62 294 Memphis, IN 
97 Keith Turner i 63 242 New Orleons LA 
Jason Upton OG So 62 278 Rogers 
Jason Woits OTF 62 280 Batesville 
45 Corey Worren WB Fr 60 234 Sulphuc 
66 LoZerius White Oo of 64 320 Carrollton, IX 
62 Brion Wiley SNP Se 62 KO Conwy 
23 Boo Wikioms Ye 2 64 235 —_ Tallohossee, FL 
88 George Wilson Fl Fr_—&2 201 __‘Poducch, KY 
Roster ond depth chart subject to change, 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Robby Hampton, So/Gary Brashears, So 
TB Cedric Cobbs, So/Rod Stinson, Sr 
FB Eric Branch, Sr/Adam Daily, So 
WR Boo Williams, Sr/Sparky Hamilton, So 
WR Michael Snowden, Sr/Richard Smith, Fr 
TE — Marcellus Poydras, So/J Strain, Fr 
‘LT Shannon Money, Jr*/Nathan Ball, So 
LG Lo'Zerius White, Jr*/Caleb Perry, Fr 
C Josh Melton, So*/Scott Davenport, Fr 
RG Kenny Sandlin, Jr*/Jim Peters, Fr 
RT Gary Hobbs, So/Brett Shockley, Sr 
PK —_ Brennan O'Donohoe, Fr/Matt Swartz, Sr 


Randy Garner, Sr*/Raymond House, Fr 
Sacha Lancaster, Jr/Pervis Osborne, So 
Curt Davis, Jr*/Jermaine Brooks, So 
Carlos Hall, Jr*/Jermaine Petty, Jr 

J.J. Jones, Sr/Jim Ed Reed, Sr 

Quenton Caver, Sr*/Corey Warren, Fr 
Jeremiah Harper, Jr/Tony Bua, Fr 
Orlando Green, Jr/D’Andre Berry, Jr 
Harold Harris, Jr*/Lawrence Richardson, Fr 
Derrick Johnson, Jr/Jimmy Beasley, Fr 
Corey Harris, Jr/Ken Hamlin, Fr 

Richie Butler, So 


136 Linby's FooTBALL ANNUALS 


SPRING UPDATE 


unning backs coach Danny 

Nutt missed spring football 

for the second consecutive 
year while recovering from bleeding in 
his brain stem. 

Nutt, 39, needed surgery Dec. 30, 
1998, to stop the bleeding the first 
time. He returned to the field in August, 
1999, and thought the problems were 
behind him. 

The bleeding started again in Febru- 
ary. Surgery was not required but 
among the complications were blind- 
ness in his left eye. The same thing 
happened a year earlier and his eye- 
sight returned, so Nutt was hopeful that 
he would regain his sight again. 

Coach Houston Nutt said he’s 
hopeful his brother can return to work 
in time for two-a-day practices. 

“Hopefully and prayerfully things 
are going to be all right,” Houston Nutt 
said. 

¢ A broken hand caused linebacker 
J.J. Jones to miss most of last season, 
which was supposed to be his last. The 
injury also allowed him to receive an 
extra year of eligibility. “I feel the injury 
is a blessing in disguise,” said Jones. 

* Co-defensive coordinator John 
Thompson came to Arkansas with a 
reputation for using unorthodox forma- 
tions, none of which made an appear- 
ance during the spring. 

Thompson began teaching the 
schemes to players, but did not want to 
tip his hand during scrimmages in case 
the team was being scouted. 

¢ Junior defensive tackle Chris 
Brooks will not return to the team. 
Brooks withdrew from school in April 
and returned home to Newton, Texas, 
because of personal problems. Brooks 
was listed No. 1 entering the spring, but 
never practiced. Junior Sacha Lan- 
caster, who is more experienced than 
Brooks, took over the job. 

¢ SEC road games have become 
a psychological road block as Arkansas’ 
streak of losses is now six. It’s the pro- 
gram’s longest conference road losing 
streak since dropping 15 in a row from 
1949-53 in the Southwest Conference. 

— Scott Cain 
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ARKANSAS 


Cobbs Could be Hogs Best Ever 


edric Cobbs, Arkansas’ sopho- 
( more tailback, picked up quickly 

on college football. But he does- 
n‘t know it all. 

“| don’t think he really knows how 
good he can be,” assistant coach 
Danny Nutt said. “I think he can be 
the best.” 

The best what? In the SEC, country, 
school history? 

Only time will tell because Nutt 
won't. He stops there because exalting 
Cobbs already is a favorite pastime in 
Arkansas and he wants Cobbs to fit 
into his helmet this season. 

Houston Nutt, the head coach, also 
chooses his words carefully, but cannot 
help himself at times. Nutt coached at 
Oklahoma State during the days of 
Thurman Thomas and Heisman Trophy 
winner Barry Sanders, and in a candid 
moment he says Cobbs can be better 
than both players who went on to suc- 
cessful NFL careers. 

Assistant coach Joe Ferguson, who 
played 18 NFL seasons and isn’t one to 
offer frivolous evaluations, compares 
Cobbs’ running style to former Buffalo 
Bills teammate O.J. Simpson. Like him, 
Cobbs changes direction, glides, bal- 


backer Arkansas has had in 10 years, and 
his size (6-5, 230) helps disrupt passing 
lanes. 

Senior J.J. Jones didn’t expect to be 
back at linebacker, but a broken hand 
early last season led to him receiving an 
extra year of eligibility. Jones was a starter 
in 1998. The backups — junior Jermaine 
Petty and senior Jim Ed Reed — also will 
play regularly. Allen likes to rotate players 
so they remain fresh in the fourth quarter. 

On the line, Johnson's addition 
seemed to make a difference immedi- 
ately. Several players improved their tech- 
nique during the spring. Nobody 
improved more than rush end Carlos Hall. 

Hall, a junior, has been known more 
for his potential than his production. He 
averaged just 2.8 tackles in the 10 1/2 
regular-season games he played last sea- 
son. Nobody ever questioned Hall’s tal- 
ent. Based on offseason speed, strength 
and agility testing, he has been consid- 
ered the team’s best athlete. But that abil- 


ances and accelerates with a burst that 
leaves a vapor trail. 

Of course, Cobbs stands a few 
thousand yards and a Heisman Trophy 
behind Simpson’s college career. But 
he is off to a nice start. 

Cobbs scored long touchdowns on 
the fourth carry, first reception and first 
kickoff return of his college career. He 
rushed for an Arkansas scat 
record 668 yards (5.8-yards per 
carry), gained 1,056 all-purpose yards 
(13 off the school record) and did so 
while splitting time at his position. 
Cobbs closed the season by being 
named offensive MVP of the Cotton 
Bowl in a 27-6 victory over Texas. 

“People better watch out for him,” 
said Casey Hampton, Texas’ All-Ameri- 
can defensive tackle. “He’s the real deal.” 

Cobbs (6-2, 220, 4.34) made his 
mark working only in the most basic 
parts of the offense but now knows the 
scheme and figures to touch the ball 25 
times a game. 

“| think I’m going to be harder to 
take down this year because I’m 
stronger and I’m used to the game,” 
Cobbs said. The student might be 
ready to teach. 0 


ity didn’t always transfer to the field. 

“| think high expectations have held 
him down and | want to take that away 
from him,” Johnson said. “Let me worry 


F NUTT HAS THE OVER- 
HAUL MOVING AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE, THEN MAYBE 


HIS REPAIR JOB WILL COME ALONG 
SOONER THAN EXPECTED, TOO. 
AFTER ALL, IT’S NOT A TYPICAL 
REBUILDING YEAR. 


about that. You go out there and play 
hard and have fun and just take all the 
coaching in and let your ability take over.” 

Strong-side end Randy Garner, a 
senior, is a third-year starter and one of 
the SEC’s underrated players. 


CEDRIC COBBS CLOSED THE SEASON BY BEING 
NAMED OFFENSIVE MVP OF THE COTTON 
BOWL IN A 27-6 VICTORY OVER TEXAS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Juniors Sacha Lancaster and Curt Davis 
have the responsibility of shoring up the 
defensive interior where Arkansas has been 
soft at times because of its lack of size. 

Special teams have been an adven- 
ture the last couple of seasons but Nutt is 
planning for better things. 

“It's got to get better, much better,” 
Nutt said. 

Using Cobbs and Talley on kickoff 
returns should help. Nutt might finally 
have found a punt returner who can catch 
the ball cleanly and make yards in Smith, 
the flanker and redshirt freshman. 

Starting the season with five consecu- 
tive home games bodes well. Arkansas 
has won 13 straight at home, the second- 
longest streak in school history and the 
seventh-longest active streak in the coun- 
try. The program's longest was 18 victo- 
ties from 1963-66. 

If the streak continues, Nutt might be 
able to keep construction ahead of schedule. 

— Scott Cain 
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AY 
ad 


ome programs look at the schedule 

and pencil in seven or eight wins, 

knowing the remainder of their 
games will be up for grabs. Others pencil 
in three or four wins, knowing they could 


be in trouble without a few breaks. 
And then there’s Auburn. The Tigers, 


AUBURN 


TIGER 


a new philosophy, one of the toughest 
schedules in the country, but our guys 
played hard and probably overachieved. 
“We're a lot further along than we 
were this time last year. The carryover we 
have with the players who are back is the 
difference between night and day. The 


just talk about it. You've got to go out and 
practice it. You've got to be physical. 
“You've got to believe in what you're 
doing, and this offense is built around run- 
ning. We do throw, but you can’t throw it 
successfully unless you can run the football 
on first down, second down, third down. 


Tigers Count on Revived Running Game 


entering their second season under head 
coach Tommy Tuberville, look at the 
schedule and know that only one game is 
a “sure thing” — a Sept. 23 home game 
against Northern Illinois. 

When Tuberville says, “This is one of 
those years where anything can happen,” 
he isn’t just spouting the typical coaching 
poormouthing. Tuberville will depend on 
more young players than any Southeast- 
ern Conference coach would prefer. 

“Without a doubt, we're going to be 
young,” Tuberville says. “We've got tal- 
ented young players and we could be 
pretty good if they grow up quick, but the 
more older guys you have, the more 
games you should win.” 

That said, Tuberville can’t help but feel 
the program is headed in the right direction 
after a 3-8 season in 1998 and a 5-6 finish 
last season. The '99 season was a significant 
step back toward the top of the SEC. 

The Tigers entered the '99 season with 
low expectations, and despite a multitude 
of key injuries, flirted with a 7-4 record and 
a bowl bid. They did lose 28-17 at home 
to Alabama after leading 14-8 in the fourth 
quarter, but Tuberville is convinced the 
season helped his coaching staff build 
a winning foundation for the future. 

“We learned a lot about Auburn, the 
people, the tradition, the attitude and the 
players coming back this year,” Tuberville 
says. “We had a new coaching staff, 


QUALITY DEPTH AT RECEIVER 
STARTS WITH RONNEY DANIELS, THE SEC 
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR, WHO CAUGHT 
56 PASSES FOR 1,068 YARDS AND NINE 

TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON. 
PHOT BY R.D. MOORE 


players have had an excellent attitude; 
their work ethic has been excellent; 
they've shown excellent leadership; 
and | think they're having fun. 

“But we still have a lot of holes to fill.” 

The biggest hole to fill is on offense, 
where the lack of a running game has 
grown from a pothole to a massive sink- 
hole. There was a time when Auburn had 
the title of “Tailback U.,”but that era is 
ancient history at a program that hasn't 
had a decent running game since Stephen 
Davis’ senior season of 1995. 

Auburn isn’t likely to become a power 
running team — not with an offense built 
around zone blocking and misdirection 
schemes — but the offensive coaching 
staff is committed to developing a more 
effective running game, especially in 
short-yardage situations. 

“We had no confidence in running the 
ball last season,” Tuberville said. “You can't 


at a glance 


| 1999: 5-6 Overall; 2-6 SEC (5th West} 
COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Auburn: 
5-6, | year; Overall: 30-26, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 9 Offense, 
4 Defense, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Rudi Johnson, 
WR Ronney Daniels, OB Ben Leard, 
TE Lorenzo Diamond, FB/TB Heath Evans, 
CBs Larry Casher and Rodney Crayton, 
R Rob Pate ' 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience 
and depth at OB; talent and depth at WR; 
likely improved running game. Veterans at 


Everybody in this program, from me down 
to the trainers, has to believe that we can 
get three yards in crucial situations.” 

If spring practice was any indication, 
the Tigers found their answer in Rudi John- 
son, a juco transfer who rushed for nearly 
4,000 yards in two seasons, earned All- 
American honors and helped Butler (Kan.) 
Community College to two national junior 
college championships. 

At 5-10, 220 pounds, Johnson has 
size and power to pound defenses and 
speed to make big things happen. He's 
also shown an ability to catch the ball and 
turn short passes into big gains. 

“I'm the kind of back who likes to get 
the ball 25-30 times a game and get 
stronger as the game goes along,” John- 
son says. “Every carry I take, no matter in 
what quarter, I'm getting stronger as the 
defense gets tired.” 

Johnson still has to prove his point 


three secondary positions will allow the 
Tigers to stack the line against the run. 
INTIAL PROBLEMS: Lack of depth 
and experience up front on defense; 
tough schedule with six bowl opponents, 
including four on the road. 
OVERVIEW: The Tigers could be better 
this year, and finish with a winning record 
and a bowl bid, but are likely a year or 
two away from rejoining the SEC elite. 
The defense carried the offense most of 
‘99, but can the offense do the same for 
the defense this fall? 


——s| 
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IGERS*REGRUITING 


Name / Position 
BROOME, Ryan L 


BROWN, Corey 


BROWN, Ronnie B 


HORN, Victor B 


JOHNSON, Marcus L 


JOHNSON, Robert R 


Re-signed Ler aloo 4 tal 29 epons ocSiNeg 


= HOMETOWN 


Marietta, 


6-1, 207 


GA 


SuperPrep led No. 5 pha a Coop Gosted 5 patel a Wicd todcanennaes cso 


Sylvester, GA 
apy Aen had 141 Tell Mal errel pees cxnon wah beckon obetcen 


Cartersville, Gi sville 
SuperPrep ranked No. 1 running back in Georgia @ Rated No. 160 ployer nsionlls br ook 10cm. 


4,200 
USA Today honorable mention Ab Main @ SuperPrep All-American @ All-Stoie. 


Jacksonville, FL 
Re-signed from last year # Participated in spring practice @ Super Prep All-American. 


Whitehaven 
Rated Nab ployer in ng Se eral eT 211 running back nationally. 


HOKE, Comeice B 6-4, 22 Marietta, GA Monetta 
cdcolaiialiceaariapiait 19 quarterback hurries. 


HiGh ScHoot / Couece Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hich Scuoot / Couece 
Wheeler JOHNSON, Rudi B 5-10, 220 Ettrick, VA Butler County CC 

| SuperPrep rated No. 3 junior college player nationally # Consensus junior college All-American. 
Worth County JOHNSON, Spencer B 63, 238 Southem Choctaw 


MARS, Rodney 


GRAVES, Derrick B 61,195 Holt Holt 

SuperPrep rated No. 7 player in Alcbama # Rivals100.com Top 100 nationally. ST. LOUIS, Jimmy R 
GREEN, Deandre R 6-2, 210 Pritchard Hargrave Military Acad. 

facie! Monson cb kaha wl acapers et 300 yards and 13 touchdowns. SOWELL, Mayo B 

HICKS, G 6-2, 210 Memphis, TN 


WALKINS, Joe R 


6-3, 260 Columbus, GA 
6-5, 240 Cullman 


62,215 Birmi 


TRE Rei SatAk kasccroe Sips 19320 w ALLone Srie AR Scie 


60,1 
Ranked No. a‘) Sher in South Conc by Spears + Hod isc receptions for 260 ss 


| USA Todo Re asshle mention All-American @ PrepStor All-American # SuperPrep Top 25 in Georgia. 


Hardaway 


apaber iaiey onaiccaatianng hase e tS 


Cullma 
SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 13 player in Alabama # Rivals 100.com Top 100 nolioncly @ All-State. 


inghom Shades Vall 
Peal cesbim A reais Males Meee each D0urTee Ith scooby $ Alba 
Journal Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Hod 1.58 tackles, six quarterback sacks and five tackles for loss. 


5-9, 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Dillard 


As.a senior, had 55 receptions for 1,012 yards and 12 touchdowns, 


61,215 tsville ltory Acad LEA Toty coeretiom Al Sesser ean inked No. Pep isonet lly. 
rave Military ‘American # American, rai national 
Had nine interceptions at Hargrave Ranked No. 6 pes athlete in the South by Pigshnd Preps. 
WHYCE, Jomo! L 6-1, 255 Miomi, FL Central 
JOHNSON, Brandon B 0, Bayou Lo Alma Bryant Florida Bluechips Report rated Top 10 defensive lineman in Florida @ As a senior, had 52 tackles 
Pere Fo bat yor @ Mobis es Regist llarte Payer of he Voor @ Al Se } 
| YOST, Philip K 1,180 Aubum Aubum 
6-2, 265 Jacksonville, FL Ed White USA Tada" Al Amercon @ PepSta’ A Amercon # Bik 100 com Top 100 nationally Three-year storter. 
PrepStar All-South Region # SuperPrep Top 50 in Florida # Florida Times Union Super 75. 
| YOUNG, Donnay 60, 184 Colege Prk, GA ith Clayton 
Monigomery tooo Military Acad. PrepStor AR Seah R ion @ eerie BA 25 in Georgia wide receiver, “plone bock, kicker and 
four touchdowns at Hargrave. retum specialist # Hod 22 2 yords ae ih Ss AS Q senior. 


CAMPBELL, Jason B 6-5, 195 Toylorsville, MS Taylorsville 6-5, 250 Wilmington, DE 
Parade All-American # USA Today second-team All:American # SuperPrep Dixie Offensive Player of the Yeor. crate aN A junior collage player nationally # As a junior college sophomore, eT Sides 
| COBB, Daniel B 6-4, 225 Kennesaw, GA Butler County CC } MOORE, Alton L 6, 240 Minette Southwest een cc 
SuperPrep rated No. 16 junior college player nationally @ Had 2,315 passing yards and 24 touchdowns. SuperPrep rated No, 13 junior ee player alone @ Two-time junior college All-America 

60,175 Jacksonville, FL Riboult | NILES, Archi 5-11, 185 Prichard 
Di Teka Kell nari At osota 9 Sc Pan A eetoan'o Aska | SpetepenicdN 16 player in Alabama # As a senior, Bild jal ahi oot emclcbnt 

| | 

DANSBY, Karlos R Birmingham Woodlawn | RATUFF, Jay 6-5, 230 Valdosta, GA Lowndes County 


EDDINS, 8 Monigomery i | ROGERS, Carlos B 6-1, 175 Augusta, GA Buller 

Fe NE Anataat 6 Bete News Sip boc 6 hee sr, hod 196 EE SADE aOR RSE SE Se Ee | 

FRENCH, Nate L 3, 295 Moultrie, GA Colquitt County ROSEGREEN, Junior B 6-1, 185 Fi. Louderdale, FL 

USA Today honorable mention Ab American @ SuperPrep Top 30 in Georgia # Two-time All-State. | | SuperPrep All-American, rated in Top 25 in Florida @ Ronked No. 5 defensive oar in Florida by Florida 
Bluechips Report @ All-State @ Had 89 tackles, six interceptions and 14 passes broken up as a senior. 

GILYARD, Roshord B 5-11, 195 While 


AWWOOKATTHETIGERS : 


RESULTS 


30 Idaho 
4] LSU 


14 Florida 


(5-6, 2-6) 
22. Appalachian State 


17. Mississippi (OT) 
0 Tennessee 


16 Mississippi State 


10 ~~ Arkansas 

28 ~~ Central Florida 
38 Georgia 

17 Alabama 


15 


18 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 
Comp Yarps Pct TD 
Klein 169 85 1038 503 6 9} 
| Leard 157 < ANE wl4235- 707. 12h || 
RUSHING 
YARDS 
Evans 93 3300935 30 | 
Williams 102 297 2.9 28 3 
Robinson,C. 9 227 25 28 1 
Cooper 10 58 5.8 29 0 
RECEIVING 
YARDS Ave Ic 
Daniels 560 1066 19. BAS 
Cooper 36 365 10.1 46 3 | 
Worthy 23 270~—«117 40 1 
Robinson, T. 18 174 97 34 ] 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


Tacxtss: Lincoln 92; Fields 87; Crayton 66; Kelly 62. 
Interceptions: Casher 5; Pate 3; Trone 3; Crayton 2; Kelly 2. 
QB Sacks: Washington 7; Fields 4; Kelly 4; Brumbaugh 4. 
Tacxtes For Loss: Fields 10; Kelly 6; Brumbaugh 6. | 


SCHEDULE 


Wyoming 

at Mississippi 

LSU 

Northern Illinois 
Vanderbilt 

at Mississippi State 
at Florida 
Louisiana Tech 
Arkansas 

Georgia 


at Alabama 
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THE TIGERS CAN USE ROB PATE MORE AS A RUN-STOPPER. IF SIMMONS 
STRUGGLES, PATE MAY SPEND MORE TIME IN THE SECONDARY OR 
SOMEONE ELSE WILL HAVE TO STEP UP. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


against the SEC’s best defenses, but he’s already proved it to 
one teammate. Quarterback Daniel Cobb, who played with 
Johnson at Butler and joined him at Auburn in January, is con- 
vinced Johnson is the real deal. 

“He just wears down a defense,” says Cobb, who spent a 
season at Georgia before transferring to Butler. “Of course, 
they're going to try to tackle him, but they don’t want to. He’s 
got uncanny balance. It’s pretty freaky. He’s fun to watch.” 

If Johnson really is that fun to watch, no one will have more 
fun watching him than Auburn’s quarterbacks. 

“When you've got a tailback who weighs 220 and a fullback 
(Heath Evans) who weighs 240 and they both can run like a deer, it 


makes you feel good,” senior quarterback Ben Leard says. “The 
emphasis placed on the running game is different now. We are going 
to run the football, bottom line. It really makes it a lot easier for us.” 

No one at Auburn deserves an easier life than Leard. He lost 
his starting job and his confidence in 1998, entered the "99 sea- 
son as a backup, but came off the bench to rally the Tigers to a 3- 
0 start, before going down with a neck injury in the fourth game 
against Ole Miss. The Tigers went on to lose the next five games, 
but won two of their last three when Leard returned to the lineup. 

The Tigers ended up 5-1 when Leard finished the game, but 
again he finds himself fighting for his job with the arrival of Cobb, 
as well as the progress of sophomore Jeff Klein and redshirt fresh- 
man Allen Tillman. 

“They all know the job is open, but Ben is the guy to beat 
out,” Tuberville says. “Daniel is a lot like Ben. He's very smart, 
very mature. He led his team to the national juco championship. 
Jeff started four games for us and struggled because he was just 
a freshman, but he got better. Allen may be the most talented of 
them all, but he’s still so young.” 

Receiver competition will also be thick. “This time last year 
the wide receiver position was critical,” Tuberville says. “This 
year, we've got some weapons. If we can get the running game 
going, we can make big things happen in the passing game.” 

That quality depth starts with Ronney Daniels, the SEC Fresh- 
man of the Year after catching 56 passes for 1,068 yards and nine 
touchdowns in ‘99, but continues with seniors Reggie Worthy 
and Clifton Robinson, sophomores Travaris Robinson, Marcel 
Willis and Tim Carter. The coaches are also excited about Deandre 
Green, a 1998 prep All-American who spent last fall at Hargrave 
Military Academy, who enrolled in time for spring practice. 

Tight end is strong with the return of sophomore Lorenzo 
Diamond. “That is one of the most important positions on our 
offense,” Tuberville says. “If we gave a most improved player 
award through winter conditioning with work ethic, Lorenzo 
Diamond would probably win that award.” 

Diamond suffered an accidental gunshot wound to the stom- 
ach which required surgery in late April, but is expected back in 
the fall. 

Skill players won't shine if the offensive line fails to open 
holes and protect the quarterback. Four starters return — cen- 
ter Cole Cubelic, tackle Tim Castro and guards Mike Pucillo and 
Hart McGarry — but every starting job on the offensive line is 
wide open, especially left tackle with the departure of veteran 
Jeno James. Quality competition comes from junior Kendall 
Simmons, sophomore Ben Nowland and three talented fresh- 
men, Mark Pera, Ronald Samuel and Monreko Crittendon. 

“The offensive line has good young talent, but they've got to 
grow up,” Tuberville says. 

Still, he admits, “I'll be very disappointed if we don’t have 
a guy rush for 1,000 yards next year.” 

For all the concerns surrounding the offense, that side of the 
ball appears to be the team’s strength. “I know we're going to be 
better offensively,” Tuberville says. “IF we can get the defense to 
do its part, we might be OK.” 

That's easier said than done, replacing seven starters from a 
defense that kept Auburn in most games last season. The biggest 
question mark is on the line, where the Tigers lost four talented, 
dependable starters — tackles Leonardo Carson and Jimmy Brum- 
baugh and ends Marcus Washington and Quinton Reese. 

Those four were replaced in the spring by players who have 
little significant playing time. That means the Tigers need quick 
help from two juco transfers, two-time juco All-American Alton 
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Dorius Allen RROFr | S11 Ailanto, GA 
12. Jecob Allen QB ok = 6-0 184 Bridgeport, TX 
18 Josh Boyd GB So 62 205 Anniston 
48 lero Brown FS Sr «= 63-215 Lynn Hoven, FL 
52 Mark Brown 1B So 61 = 226 Germontown, TN 
| 51 James Collier B ok 6&1 28 Momi,AL 
2 Tim Corter WR So 60 186 St. Petersburg, FL 
Eor! Coruthers WR So 62 220 Fayeteville, GA 
24 Lorry Cosher CB OSr = S11 164 Prichard 
64 Tim Costro OT S 64 318 Weumpko 
97 Roderick Chambers DT Sr 62 265 Evlovla 
16 Daniel Cobb OB ok 64 228 Merieta,GA 
10 Rednay Crayton CBS «= 58174 deville 
65 MonrekoCritendon OG Fr 65 320 Monigomery 
61 Cole Cubelic CS ~— 3-289 Birminghom 
25 Ronney Deniels WR So 61 204 Lake Woles, FL 
63 Larkin Deason OT Se 63 275 Sprot 
49 Lorenzo Diomond TE So 63 234 Biloxi, MS 
67 Kwesi Droke OG So 6&2 291 Marrero,lA 
20 Damon Duval P = So 60-175. Chattanooga, TN 
48. Tele Embery FB Se «= 60218 Sylocouga 
44 Heath Evons FB Jr «= 6-0 240 W. Pom Beoch, FL 
27 Justin Fetsko WR fr = 5:8 158 Pensocolo, FL 
11 Phillip Gargis CB Fr «= 11180 Birmingham 
3 Roshord Gilyard OB fr «= 5-9 190. Jacksonwille, FL 
13. Angel Gonzalez K Fr = 60165 Miami, FL 
66 Steve Goula OG fr 65 287 Mobile 
8 Armond Green FB OFr «= 60-220 Fayetteville, GA 
Don Guillion 1B So 511-224 Sommerville 
77 Spencer Horris OG Je 63 269  Columbiona 
29 Dominicke Haston CB Sr «= 5-10-1185. Eight Mile 
33 Brian Henderson WR Fr 511 166 Riverdole, GA 
39 Byron Hill FB Fr «= 58-180 Birmingham 
36 Roderick Hood DB So 5-10 184 Columbus, GA 
32 Rudi Johnson RB ode «= 5-10 220 Erick, VA 
68 Matt Kellum DE So 64 238 Calero 
9 Jolt Klein QB So 63 200 Alpharetta, GA 
14 Ben Leard QB Sr = 64-225 Hartwell, GA 
43 Alex Lincoln B Sr 60 238 Mobile 
47 Michoel Lindsey TE So 64 269  Atlonto, GA 
| 59° Tyler Logue DS Fr 62 241  Morietla, GA 
99 Derek Magwood DE So 63 225  Pooler,GA 
75 Hot McGarry OG bk 65 280 Protville 


. HOMETOWN 
Jeris Melnyre WR fr 60 210 Tompo, FL 
92 DeMorcoMNel DT fr 61 303 Prichard 
70 TJ. Meers OG & 66 310 Moieto,GA 
20 Tim Monagon WHP So 60 216 Smiths Station 
22 CaincasMooe «B.S. « 160) 214 Amnon 
26 Taylor Mosely PK So S11 170 Jasper 
57 Dexter Murphy DE Fr 62 245 LoGronge, GA 
55 Ben Nowland C S 62 294 Pointe Vedro, FL 
21 Nidwoel Owens TB So 60 220 Tucmbio 
58 Philip Pote BF 63.195 Birmingham 
31 Rob Pole ROV S63 199 Birmingham 
89 MorkPera OT fr 66 303 Memphis, TN 
& Darien Postel ROV 60 190 Baldwin, FL 
41 ToverreusPounds Bod «= 1-232 ‘Vila Rico, GA 
79 Mike Pucill OG kk 64 312 Brondon, FL 
60 Wiliom Rosinen DS fr 62 225  Lexingon, KY 
23 Brandon Reed CB So 510 169 Nobile 
15. Clon Robinson WR S58 176 Nopls,FL 
5 TravorisRobinon WR So 510 170 Miomi,FL 
30 Couriney Rose ROV S 58 192 TownCreek 
77 Rondld Samuel OT fr 63 274 Colunbus,GA 
71 Colin Seors OG & 63 287 Russelhiille 
50 Shown Shaw Bok =O 225. Peorsen,GA 
73 Kendal Simmons OG k 63 334 Ripley, MS 
8 Stonford Sammons FS. So. G29) Ashlnd 
85 Greg Smith TE So 63 205 Aubum 
42. Whit Smith DE bk 63 245. Cordele, GA 
58. Stephen Stinger DS fr 63 215 Monigomery 
87 Joey Suhows TE Fr 62 203 Tikon,GA 
89 Reid Tonkersley TE ok ©3265. Welunpka 
53 DontorriousThomes 1B Fr 63 210 Peny,GA 
1 Alen Tilon QB fr 62 198 Newkn, MS 
39 Don Trnmons TS 56 177 Menigoney 
38 Reggie Terbor DE Fr 63 225 Bolom Rouge, lA 
72. Jeremy Toungel OT kk 68 303. OlveBronch, MS 
37 RashoudWoker WHP So 59 190 Decohx,GA 
93 Josh Weldon OT kt 6-4 284 Cordele, GA 
57 Jeremy Wells DS fr 60 239 Mobile 
19 Joe Whit WR 511170 Aubum 
BL Moxcel Wills WR So 61 180 Jocksomville, FL 
4 Reggie Worthy WR & 60 191 Godden 


Roster ond depth chart subject to change 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Ben Leard, Sr*/Daniel Cobb, Jr 
RB Rudi Johnson, Jr/Casinious Moore, Fr 
FB Heath Evans, Jr*/Michael Owens, So 
WR Ronney Daniels, So*/Brian Henderson, Fr 
WR Reggie Worthy, Sr*/Marcel Willis, So 
TE Lorenzo Diamond, So*/Reid Tankersly, Jr 
Jeremy Toungett, Jr/Ronald Samuel, Fr 
LG Kendall Simmons, Jr/Hart McGarry, Jr* 
Cc Colin Sears, Sr/Cole Cubelic, Sr* 
RG Mike Pucillo, Jr*/T.J. Meers, Sr 
Tim Castro, Sr*/Mark Pera, Fr 
PK Phillip Yost, Fr/Damon Duval, So* 


Alton Moore, Jr/Whit Smith, Jr 
DT Roderick Chambers, Sr/DeMarco McNeil, Fr 
DT Josh Weldon, Jr/Dexter Murphy, Fr 
DE = Javor Mills, Jr/Derek Magwood, So 
OLB Tavarreus Pounds, So/Mark Brown, So 
MLB Alex Lincoln, Sr*/James Callier, Jr 
| OLB Rashaud Walker, So/Tim Monagan, So 
CB Larry Casher, Sr*/Phillip Gargis, Fr 
ss Rob Pate, Sr*/Courtney Rose, Sr 
FS Stanford Simmons, So/Roshard Gilyard, Fr 
cB Rodney Crayton, Sr*/Brandon Reed, So 
Pp Damon Duval, So*/Taylor Mosley, So 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ide receiver Deandre Green's 
immediate impact on spring 
practice was well worth 

the wait. 

Green originally signed with Auburn 
in 1999, but spent last season at Hargrave 
Military Academy when he failed to qualify 
academically. After earning his eligibility, 
he enrolled at Auburn for the spring quar- 
ter and showed everyone why he was a 
prep All-America with his 6-2, 210-pound 
size and strong, athletic catches. 

In the spring game, he finished with 
nine catches for 96 yards and three touch- 
downs. 

“He’s going to be a big-time football 
player if he can stay healthy,” Auburn 
coach Tommy Tuberville said. “He’s an 
18-year-old who plays like a 21-year-old. 
When he gets the ball in his hands, he’s 
tough to get down. He’s a linebacker play- 
ing wide receiver.” 

¢ Staying healthy wasn’t easy for 
many Tigers. At least nine players missed 
the spring game, including sophomore 
quarterback Jeff Klein, whose impressive 
spring turned into a bad memory when 
he tore a knee ligament in the final week 
of spring practice. 

Injuries forced Klein to start four 
games as a redshirt freshman, but after 
struggling through a frustrating baptism, 
he came back strong in the spring and 
appeared to ahead of juco transfer Daniel 
Cobb for the second-team job. However, 
while those other injured players will 
return in August, Klein will most likely 
miss the entire season. 

¢ Linebacker James Callier continued 
his comeback from knee surgery with a 
strong spring. Callier started seven of nine 
games as a redshirt freshman and made 
64 tackles, but a severe knee injury put 
him out for the final two games of 1999 
and ruined his season. 

“James Callier has made the most 
improvement of anybody on our defense,” 
Tuberville said. “He’s forgotten about his 
injured knee, and now he’s playing like 
the old James Callier that | remember 
when we used to play against him.” 

¢ Juco transfer running back Rudi 
Johnson showed flashes of his talent in 
spring practice, but look for him to shed 
a few pounds and arrive at preseason 
camp in top shape after his first summer 
with strength and conditioning coach 
Kevin Yoxall. 

— Richard Scott 
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Leard Has Come Full Circle at Auburn 


wondering if he’d ever play quar- 
terback at Auburn again. One 
year later, he can’t picture himself 
doing anything else as he prepares for 
is senior season. 

“It’s a total 180 for me,” Leard 
says. “In a year and a half, | went from 
the bottom to the top, from not knowing 
if | was going to be here at Auburn, 
to being someone the coaches wanted, 
to being someone that 85,000 people 
in the stadium cheered for. 

“It was a totally different world, 
and it’s something | don’t want to let go 
of. It’s something | want to keep.” 

Leard entered the 1998 season as 
the starter, but lost his confidence and 
his job during a 3-8 season. He 
entered the 1999 season as a backup, 
but came off the bench to lead the 
Tigers to a 3-0 start before he suffered 
a neck injury in the fourth game. 
Auburn then lost five consecutive 
games, but won two of its final three 
when Leard returned. 

The Tigers ended up 5-1 when Leard 
completed the game. He finished with a 


T« time last year, Ben Leard was 


Moore of Southwest Mississippi Commu- 
nity College and All-American Javor Mills 
of Holmes (Miss.) Community College. 

Behind the line, the Tigers have four 
returning starters in middle linebacker 
Alex Lincoln, rover Rob Pate and corner- 
backs Larry Casher and Rodney Crayton, 
but the rest of the holes must be filled. 
However, with the return of two all-star 
candidates on the corners, the Tigers can 
afford to put Casher and Crayton in man- 
to-man coverage and stack eight and 
nine players against the run to help the 
defensive line. 

Another key will be the play of sopho- 
more Stanford Simmons, expected to start 
at free safety after seeing action in 10 
games last season. His Parade All-Amer- 
ica prep talent is a plus, but his lack of 
experience is a concern. If he can make 
the adjustments and reads in centerfield, 
the Tigers can use Pate more as a run- 
stopper. If Simmons struggles, Pate may 
spend more time in the secondary or 
someone else will have to step up. 

“We're starting over on defense,” 


school record for completion percentage 
(70.7 percent) and passing efficiency 
(170.78), and set the SEC record for 
lowest percentage of interceptions in a 
season (0.23, with just one interception 
to 12 touchdown passes). 

“It’s helped build my character,” 
Leard said. “With a lot of help from my 
family and friends and a lot of prayer, 
it’s helped me become a better person 
and a better football player.” 

That's why Leard didn’t flinch when 
he found out that Auburn had signed 
Daniel Cobb, who led Butler County 
(Kan.) Community College to the juco 
national title last season. Leard spent 
the spring competing with Cobb, 
sophomore Jeff Klein and redshirt 
freshman Allen Tillman for the starting 
job, and emerged as a tenuous No. 1, 
but he knows he still has to prove him- 
self this fall. 

“It’s always an uphill battle for 
me,” Leard said. “Nothing is ever 
easy. Nothing is ever etched in stone. 
| know I’ve got to come out everyday 
and work hard and never take 
anything for granted.” 


Tuberville says. “The coaching staff before 
us was more offense-oriented. They didn’t 
recruit as many defensive players. So we'll 
start a lot of players we've signed. You 
hope they’ll grow up and get better and 


E’RE NOT 

WHERE WE 

WANT TO BE 
EXPERIENCE-WISE, BUT THE 


WORK ETHIC AND THE ATTITUDE 
HAVE BEEN EXCELLENT AND THE 
GUYS HAVE WORKED HARD TO 
DO THINGS THE RIGHT WAY.” 


“We have a chance to be pretty good 
defensively, but we're going to need a lot 
of young players to make plays.” 

The same is true in the kicking game, 


BEN LEARD IS PLEASED TO BE THE STARTING 
QUARTERBACK AT AUBURN BUT UNDER- 
STANDS THAT HE’S NEVER FAR AWAY FROM 
BEING FORCED BACK TO THE BENCH. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


where the Tigers need sophomore Damon 
Duval to mature quickly. Tuberville wants 
Duval to concentrate solely on punting, 
but that won't happen if true freshman 
Phillip Yost fails to earn the placekicking 
job. As a first-team USA Today All-Ameri- 
can out of Auburn High School, Yost has 
the talent to get the job done, but it 
remains to be seen how he will handle the 
pressure of kicking against live competi- 
tion in his hometown. 

For a team that will need every point it 
can get, every field goal attempt could make 
the difference between winning and losing. 
For a team that will need all the field position 
it can get, every punt will be crucial. For 
a team with so many questions to answer, 
every position battle becomes critical. 

“We're not where we want to be 
experience-wise, but the work ethic and 
the attitude have been excellent and the 
guys have worked hard to do things the 
right way,” Tuberville said. “We're a team 
that has to grow up a lot, but I think we're 
moving in the right direction.” 

— Richard Scott 
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e redefined the game in the 
Southeastem Conference during 
the 1990s, his prolific offense tran- 
scending the grinding, storied history. 
Yet there was Steve Spurrier, only 


weeks after the end of a third consecutive 
season without a conference champi- 


FLORIDA 


GATORS 


from the freshman recruiting class. 

“We haven’t won much in the last 
three years,” Spurrier said. “We certainly 
have great hope, because of the recruiting 
class, that times will get better than 
they’ve been the last two or three years. 
That whole recruiting class is what’s got 


ence is something you really can’t substi- 
tute for. It’s important that we get them 
out there and give them a feel for what’s 
going on and teach them the basic funda- 
mentals. They can’t just be thrown in 
there on day one and be expected to per- 
form at a high level.” 


Gators Hope Youth is Ready to be Served 


onship — unheard of by standards he has 
built — looking for something, anything, 
to shake off the funk. 

He revamped the coaching staff, giv- 
ing some coaches more control and mov- 
ing others to different positions. He talked 
about becoming tougher as a team and 
being more disciplined, about finding 
players who wanted to sacrifice after last 
year’s uncharacteristic 9-4 finish. 

And he talked about freshmen, 
about the top-ranked class the Gators 
signed in February. Freshmen, of all 
things. In years past, freshmen at Florida 
were almost invisible. 

But this isn’t just any other season. 
Although the Gators will be very good 
defensively, the core of Spurrier’s throw- 
as-you-go offense is depleted and in des- 
perate need of playmakers. Some of those 
— in fact, many of those — could come 


at a glance 


our enthusiasm up for the future.” 

The question is, how did Florida, 
which dominated the SEC in the 90s like 
few have in conference history, get to this 
point of depending on freshmen to return 
to championship form? 

It didn’t help that the seemingly 
steady stream of early entries into the NFL 
draft continued at wideout, where Travis 
Taylor and Darrell Jackson became the fifth 
and sixth receivers under Spurrier to leave 
a year early. Or that Florida simply missed 
on some offensive line recruits over the 
last three years, leaving the Gators scram- 
bling this fall for depth and talent in a criti- 
cal area of the offense. 

The time is now for Florida’s freshman 
class of 2000. Whether they’e ready or not. 

“It’s a very heralded recruiting class,” 
said senior quarterback Jesse Palmer. 

“I know that goes a long way, but experi- 


1999: 9-4 Overall; 7-1 SEC (1st East) 

COACH: Steve Spurrier — At Florida: 102- 
22-1, 11th year; Overall: 122-35-2, 13 
years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 4 Offense, 
9 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OT Kenyatta 
Walker, TB Earnest Graham, WR Reche 
Caldwell, K Jeff Chandler, DE Alex Brown, 
DT Gerard Warren, MLB Andra Davis, 
CB Bennie Alexander 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Depth and 

| talent on defense. The Gators are fast and 


physical defensively, and another year 
with coordinator Jon Hoke and his zone 
blitzing style will increase execution. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Where will 
the offense come from? Senior OB Jesse 
Palmer is the projected starter, but he may 
not last with freshmen Rex Grossman and 
Brock Berlin pressing. The receivers and 
offensive line will need freshmen recruits 
to step up. 

OVERVIEW: The offense hasn't been this 
much of a question since Spurrier returned 
to his alma mater in 1990. 
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It never looked this drastic in years 
past, but then again, this is a different time 
for Florida football. Before last season, the 
Gators never lost three consecutive games 
under Spurrier. Before last season, the 
Gators had gone four consecutive seasons 
of finishing ranked in the top five and eight 
consecutive in the Top 10, and six years of 
winning at least 10 games. 

Before last season, things never 
looked as unsettled — again, by standards 
Spurrier has built — as they did when the 
Gators finished a decade of dominance by 
reaching an all-time low under Spurrier. 

“When I came here, | thought by now 
I’d have at least one or two rings,” said 
junior offensive tackle and All-American 
candidate Kenyatta Walker. “It just hasn’t 
happened for one reason or another. We 
need to get back to winning like that, 
whatever it takes.” 

On offense, at least, it will take an 
infusion of freshmen — from wideouts 
Kelvin Kight, Reggie Vickers and Carlos 
Perez, to linemen Shannon Snell and 
Eamest Smith, who all appear to have the 
ability to play immediately. A few fresh- 
men, maybe even one or two unexpected 
freshmen, could win starting spots. 

For the first time since 1992, when the 
Gators started two freshmen tackles in 
Jason Odom and Reggie Green, Florida will 
depend on players months removed from 
high school. One of those players could be 
quarterback Brock Berlin, Spurrier’s biggest 


JUNIOR RUSH END ALEX BROWN EARNED 
ALL-AMERICAN HONORS LAST YEAR, AND SET 
A SCHOOL RECORD WITH 13 SACKS. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


2000 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / CouEcE 
BAILEY, Cory B 60, 180 Hicleah American 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 3 player in Florida @ | 
Rivals 100.com All-American, rated No, 2 comerback nationally  PrepStar All American @ Three-year starter. 
BERLIN, Brock B 6-2, 190 Shreveport, LA Evangel Christian 
Porficipated i in spring practice # Parade All-American # USA Today National Offensive of the Year. 
CARTER, Deshawn DB 61, Hammond, LA onchatoula 

SuperPrep All-American, rated Ne 1 , eae back nationally National Bhechipe All-American. 

COLON, Jonathan OL 68, 285 Miami Miami Central 


PrepStor All-American  SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 15 offensive lineman nationally National 
Bluechips All-American @ Rated No. 25 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals]00.com @ All-State. 


DEATON, Kevin OL 6-4, 290 Merritt Islond Merritt Iskand 
USA Today honorable mention All-American National Bluechips All-American, rated No. 18 offensive guard 
| notional @  PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ All-State 


DOWDY, 


Ronald L 5, 240 
"AE ood # Ranked No ened cei 
Heese ec arher Pie sal a pra i  peeny 


ELUS, Kennard L 6-3, 235 Orlando Southwest Mississippi JC 
Signed with Florida in 1997 @ PrepStar junior college All-American @ Rated No. 10 junior college player 
nationally by SuperPrep # As a sophomore, had 93 tackles, 13 quarterback sacks and five fumbles caused. | 


FLEMING, Reid LB FL 
National Bluechips All: Meee ask No 20 iste freee nationally sere aise No. 3 line- 
backer in Florida @ All-State # Helped team to state championship game @ Two-year starter. 


vals 100.com + Di not vat poy hol uni | 
feapeaceey 


GREEN, Willie RB 9, 200 Kissimmee Osceola 
Parade All-American # USA tid second-team All-American and Florida Player of the Year # rr hata All- 
American, ranked No. 4 running back nationally # National Bluechips All-American @ Two-time All-State. 


ergata 1B Bene fe 3, 220 Lotyes GA oe isda ; 
USA Today Georgia i Year @ P ‘American @ PrepStar All-American, rated No. 10 line- 
backer nationally @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 15 linebacker nationally. 


JACKSON, Matt DB 5-11, 190 live Oo! Suwannee 
Rivals 100.com All-American, ranked No. 15 defensive back aare @ Had 12 career interceptions. 
KIGHT, Kelvin B 61, 180 Lithonia, GA 


Lithonia 
PrepStor All-American, rated No, 6 wide receiver nationally and No. 1 wide receiver in Southeast Region # 
National Bluechips All-American, ranked No. 9 wide receiver nationally @ Two-time All-State. 


LEE, Darrell L 6-4, 235 Kirkwood, MO Kirkwood 
USA Today All-American @ Parade All-American @ SuperPrep Midlands Region Defensive Player of the Year | 
ranked No. 3 defensive lineman nationally @ PrepStar All-American, rated No. 4 defensive lineman nationally. | 


MILLS, Bennie L 6-3, 285 Metairie, LA Rummel Boys Schoo! 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No, 30 defensive lineman nationally @ PrepStar All-American @ National 
Bluechips All-American, ranked No. 8 defensive tackle nationally # Two-year starter. 


Florida Times-Union Super 24 Second-team All-State @ Three-year starler @ Two-way standout, 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 
ORR, Tre B 6-1, 200 Lake City Columbia | 
National Bluechips All-American raled No. 2 free safety nationally @ SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 7 


athlete nationally # Rated No. 4 defensive bock nationally by Prep Football Report # Three-year Wwo-way starter. | 


PARKER, Kenn Wamer Robins, GA Northside 
USA Today Al Asian ° Ranked Net 20 defensive tackle nationally by Rivals 100.com @ PrepStar All-South- | 
east Region # Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 97 tackles # Had 95 tackles as a junior. 


PEREZ, Carlos B 60,1 Hoboken, Hoboken 

USA Today second-team All-American @ Aone All. reat rated No. 9 wide receiver nationally. 
PIOTROWICZ, Mait K 5-11, 220 Mount Carmel 
USA Today All-American # Ranked No. 4 kicker eae by Rivas 100. com, 

SCOTT, Guss B 5-11, 190 Jocksonville Trinity Christian 


rere lan Gainesville Gaines 
USA Tec Al American © Sopa? AlAmsiin rated No. 1] PR el ict pre ae 
12 defensive lineman nationally by Rivals 100.com @ Two-time All-State As a senior, had 120 tackles. 


SMALL, O.), B 6-2, 215 Jacksonville Forrest 
| PrepStar All-Southeast Region  All-City Had 1,400 csek passing and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


SMITH, Earnest L Ed Whi 
National Bluechips All:American, oa No, 20 offensive er nationally # PrepStar All: sey Region, 


SNELL, Shannon L 6-6, 320 Hillsborough 
Parade All-American @ USA Todo All-American : , PrepSior All-American, ranked No. 5 offensive lineman 
nationally @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 7 offensive lineman nationally. 


STARKS, Max L 68, 340 Orlando Lake Highland Prep 
USA Today honorable mention ‘All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 25 ‘olla lineman 
nationally, and No. 20 player and No. 3 offensive lineman in Florida # PrepStar All: American. 


THOMAS, Sono L 6-4, 285 Belle Glade Glades Central 
Coelieedes ‘American @ National Bluechips All-American, ranked No. 17 defensive end nationally @ Rated 
sive end nationally by Rivals100.com  SuperPrep ranked No. 4 defensive lineman in Florida. | 


TIDWELL, Chad | 
National Bluechips 
Ranked No. 5 


Ab Aveccn ha No, 15 clare ge noleoly Propo Al Subs 
‘American, No. 15 nationally # st Region 
sive tackle in Florida by Florida Times-Union @ All-State. e 


TROUPE, Ben L 5, 245 gusta, GA 
PrepStor All-American, ranked Ne 5 tight end in Scho Region. 


VICKERS, Reggie B 6-0, 170 Belle Glade Glades Central 
SuperPrep All-American, rated No, 1] receiver nationally # Notional Becies All-American, ranked’ No. 6 
wide receiver nationally @ Rated No. 10 wide receiver nationally by Rivals 100, 


WILLIAMS, Bobby L 6-6, 265 New Smyrna Beach New Smyrna Beach 
SuperPrep All Momicias rented No, 40 Korat lineman rclbonally and No. 3 in Florida . 


Buller 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(9-4, 7-1) PASSING Sept. 2 Ball State 
—— NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct: TD Int 
55 Western Michigan 26 | Johnson 337, «190-2574 56.4 20 13 | Sept. 9 Middle Tennessee 
. Palmer 95 44 565 46.3 2 
58 — Central Florida 27 Rosin Sept: 16> ob Terniassas 
23 Tennessee 2) 
MD fe Sept. 23 Kentucky 
38 Kentucky 10 |Groham 117 goa SS) ae | 
39 Alabama (OT) 4O Carroll 86 S77 67 628 | Sept. 30 at Mississippi State 
Gillespie 84 47) 5.6 24 8 
31 LSU 10 Marks 35 102 20h Lm} Oc: 7 WisU 
32. Auburn 14 RECEIVING 
z NAME No YArps Avc Lc TD Oct. 14 Auburn 
30 Georgia 14 Jacks 7 As NCL Vy 
jackson ~ im 
13 Vanderbilt 6 Taylor 34 Ve Pe ae Oct. 28 Georgia 
: Caldwell 7 269 NOG Abn 2 : 
20 South Carolina 3 va 24 7 a LY ee ae | Nov. 4 — at Vanderbilt 
23 Florida State 30 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 11. South Carolina 
7 Alabama 34 Tacktes: Manuel 118; Davis 109; Kelsey 91; Cromartie 75. : 
Citrus BOWL Interceptions: Alexander 5; Manuel 3; Dixon 3; Brown 2. Noy. 18 at Florida State 
34 Mi Ls n Stak 37 QB Sacks: Brown 13; McCaslin 5.5; Chambers 3; Davis, A. 3. *) k ill FL 
CBI an corte: |_| Tacktes For Loss: Brown 18; Warren 13; Davis, A. 12 BER ON VIN) 
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SPURRIER NAMED PALMER NO.1 GOING INTO FALL PRACTICE. 
BUT THAT, AS PALMER HAS WITNESSED OVER THE LAST 
THREE YEARS, MEANS LITTLE. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


recruit since he retumed to his alma mater in 1990. 

Berlin, the consensus National Player of the Year last year at 
Evangel Christian (La.) High School, will compete with Palmer 
and redshirt freshman Rex Grossman for the high-profile position. 
Not coincidentally, it has been the quarterback position, more 
than anything, that has contributed to missing championships the 
last three seasons. 

It wasn’t so much the play of three-year starter Doug Johnson 
as it was the instability and uncertainty at the position. Johnson, 
Palmer and Noah Brindise (now a graduate assistant at Florida) all 
took turns running the offense. 

Spurrier wants one quarterback to win the job this season and 
go the distance. But if history is any indicator, all three could play. 
All three played well in the spring, where Spurrier named 

Palmer No.1 going into fall practice. But that, as Palmer has wit- 
nessed over the last three years, means little. The job is wide 
open in the fall, complete with this interesting backdrop: Florida 
fans consider Berlin the savior of the program. 

Even Spurrier has added fuel to the expectations, comparing 
Berlin to, you guessed it, Danny “Wonderful”. 


“He has a lot of the same qualities as Danny Wuerffel,” 
Spurrier said. 

When the group of six heralded offensive linemen signed in 
February, they dubbed themselves the “Berlin Wall”. 

“| don’t consider myself a savior,” Berlin said. “I hear all that. 
I try not to listen to it. | know I’m going to give the fans my best 
and pour my heart into this team. I’m going to keep trying hard, 
and hopefully good things will happen.” 

Whoever plays quarterback, the supporting cast must step 
up. The Gators have one of the best tackle tandems in the nation 
in Walker and sophomore Mike Pearson, but after that, the line 
has questions. Senior center Zac Zedalis missed last season with 
a knee injury, and his healthy return is critical. The guards will 
likely begin with seldom-used senior Leon Hires and junior 
Thomas Moody, who switched from defensive tackle in the 
spring, as starters. 

In other words, the guards are open for freshmen to win 
a Starting spot. The backfield, on the other hand, is set with 
sophomore tailback Earnest Graham and senior fullback Rod 
Frazier. Junior Robert Gillespie and senior Bo Carroll will again 
give Florida quality changeups from Graham’s bruising style. 

“When fall comes, there will be some serious competition,” 
Pearson said. “That will only make us better. The bottom line is we 
need to protect and we need to block for whoever is throwing or 
running. If we don’t do our job, the quarterback can’t do his.” 

The uncertainty on the line, however, isn’t Florida’s only 
problem. The Gators projected starters at wideout (sophomores 
Reche Caldwell and Taylor Jacobs) combined for 34 catches and 
two touchdowns last season. They are two of the fastest players 
on the team, but both had problems catching the ball last season. 

Senior Alex Willis is solid in the slot, and junior John Capel — 
one of the nation’s fastest players — will redshirt this season if he 
makes the U.S. Olympic team. It’s easy to see why a group of 
five freshmen recruits and redshirt freshman Elgin Hicks will get 
every opportunity to win a spot in the five-receiver rotation. 

“More than anything, it’s consistency with routes and catch- 
ing the ball,” said Buddy Teevens, Florida’s passing game coordi- 
nator. “It’s obvious that physically, these guys have what it takes. 
But can they do it consistently day-to-day?” 

Those were the same questions asked last year of the 
defense. Now Florida has the potential to be one of the nation’s 
best units. The Gators retum nine starters from last year (and 19 
of 22 from the two-deep depth chart), and the recruiting class of 
1999 — many of whom redshirted — will play a major role this 
season with depth and talent. 

The strength of the defense is the line, where Florida has two 
of the nation’s best when properly motivated. Junior rush end 
Alex Brown earned All-American honors last year, and set a 
school record with 13 sacks. As well as Brown played, coaches 
say junior noseguard Gerard Warren could be even better. 

The problem for both: They were unblockable in some games, 
and lost in others. 

“They're very similar, no question,” said Florida defensive 
coordinator Jon Hoke. “But our job as coaches is to get them to 
play at that high level every game. Let’s face it. When those two 
are playing at a high level, they make things very difficult for 
the other guy.” 

Unlike last season, the rotation on the line will be deep, with 
redshirt freshmen and true freshmen battling for spots. Senior 
defensive tackle Buck Gurley and sophomore end Tron LaFavor 
make up the rest of the starting line, with redshirt freshmen ends 
Bobby McCray and Clint Mitchell making big strides in the spring. 


2000 


Linoy’s Footsau ANNUALS 147 


30 Bennie Alexander a fk 59 = 18) 

9 Brock Berlin Gb OFF él M4 
13° Alex Brown DE sk 64 = 265 
75 Ben Brown OG ik 66 299 
11 Thaddeus Bullard DE S 64 253 
17 Reche Coldwell WR So 60 19 
10 Sohn Copel WR ok SM 179 

2 BoCarroll RB Sr 59 (165 
55 Travis Corrol 6 &k 64 243 
33° Ron Carthon B Fe S11 209) 
91 Derrick Chambers oT Ss 64 305 
49 Jef Chondler PK Sr 62° 217 
67 Tony Charles OF fr 60 263 
29 Derrick Corker @G@ S% Si 7 
25 Robert Cromartie ce k 58 185 
45 Andro Davis 6B be 61 250 
63 Aaron Deal Or S 66 33 
34 Daryl Dixon FS So S10 199 
31 Craig Dudley ao SF 59 19 
35 Kennard Elis OF fk 62 240 
43° Matt Farrior B fr 62 228 
40 Rod Frazier BS SI 55 
20 Robert Gillespie Bb 59 (188 
24 Vonnez Gooch CS «= 58188 

5 Earnest Groham i) S 59 214 

8 Rex Grossman Gf 61 216 
99 Buck Gurley oT Ss 62 285 
42 Byron Hordmon B S 61 229 
15 Brion Hougabrook WR ib 62 203 
84 Elgin Hicks WR Fr 510 185 
53 Tommy Hillard G hk 63 282 
79 leon Hires oG & 64 283 
23 Dwight Jackson SFr bl 198 

6 Toykor Jocobs WR So 60 182 
26 Todd Johnion $5 So 6&1 191 
46 Enc Jonsson OS 6) 239 
54 Dovid Jorgensen ¢ So 64 284 


QB Jesse Palmer, Sr/Rex Grossman, Fr 
FB Rod Frazier, Sr/Rob Roberts, Jr* 


WR Reche Caldwell, So/Elgin Hicks, Fr 
WR Alex Willis, Sr/Taylor Jacobs, So 
TE Kirk Wells, So/Aaron Walker, So 
\T Mike Pearson, So*/Aaron Deal, So 
LG Leon Hires, Sr/Erik Strange, Jr 
Cc Zac Zedalis, Sr/David Jorgensen, So 


RT Kenyatta Walker, Jr*/Leon Hires, Sr 
K Jeff Chandler, Sr*/Brendt Talcott, Fr 


Raiford 
Shreveport, LA 
White Springs 
Clearwater 
live Ook 


Tampa 
Brooksville 
Norristown, PA 
Jacksonville 
Key West 
Lowndale, PA 
Jocksonville 
Steding, VA 

Ft, Louderdale 
Est Point, GA 
live Ook 

Ft. Walton 
Oak Hil 

Ft, Louderdale 
Orlondo 
Petersburg, VA 
Palmetto 
Hattiesburg, MS 
Jocksonville 

Fi, Myers 
Bloomington, IN 
Tollchassee 
Jocksonville 
Wikbwood 

Port Charlotte 
Jacksonville 
Brodenton 
Seu Bay 
Monticello 


Sorasota 


TB Earnest Graham, So*/Robert Gillespie, Jr 


RG Thomas Moody, Jr/David Jorgensen, So 


Pos, Class Hr. Wr, HOMETOWN 
64 Dovid Kearley OT 64 21 Niceville 
98. Tron LaFavor DE So 62 260 A. louderdole 
4 Marquend Manuel S ok 60 28 Mami 
22 Chuck Marks BB 59 200 Albany, GA 
36 Matt MeCoun S& 65 193 Orolo 
57 Bobby McCray DE Fr 66 200) Miami 
18 Kevin McKinnoe GB ok 61199 A louderdale 
94 Clint Mitchel DE Fe 67 254 Clearwater 
72. Thomas Moody OG & 63 302 Seville 
59 Mike Note! So SN 219 Archer 
21 Lester Norwood FS ok = 62199 Marietta, GA 
50 Marcus OguendoJohnson 1B So 6d 212 Rockledge 
56 Daryl Owens 1B St 510. 225 Jockson, MS 
7 Jesse Palmer GB Sr «S225 Nepean, Ontario 
7) Mike Pearson T So 67 291 Seffner 
58. Todd Poitier 1B Fe «= 61-232 Deertield Beach 
52 Chis Reynolds DT S$ 60 261 Tollchossee 
47 Alon Rhine Po Sr SA. 192 Sebring 
44 Rob Roberts fk = 2249 Dade City 
65 Aspedge Rolle DT S$ = 6&1 258 Miomi 
48. Roderick Royal 1B Fr. = 60-232 —_—Baton Rouge, LA 
89 Marshall Schoop TE fr 6&4 (243 Ocala 
3 lito Sheppard CB So SO. 196 Jocksonville 
39° Teddy Smis 1B Sr = 0243 Belle Grande 
18 Chris Stephens OB fr = 62-213 Gainesville 
66 Erik Strange OG fk 64 287 Orlondo 
86 Brendt Takott PK Fr = 60183 Lakeland 
82 Aaron Walker TE 66 240 Mims 


So 

78 Kenyoto Walker oO Fk 

61 Gerard Warren oT Ok 
27 David Wasielewski Pp bk = 510 233 Tampa 

So 

So 


83 Kirk Wells i 6&4 208 Riverdale, GA 
28 Marquis Westbrook cB 59 181 Cordele, GA 
80 Alex Willis WR Sr 60 185 — Jocksonville 
74° Lox Zedolis Cc Sr 62-280 Alachua 


Roster ond depth chart are subject to change. 


RE Alex Brown, Jr*/Bobby McCray, Fr. 
NT — Gerard Warren, Jr*/Arpedge Rolle, So 
DT Buck Gurley, Sr/Derrick Chambers, Sr* 
DE Tron LaFavor, So/Thad Bullard, Sr 
MIB Andra Davis, Jr*/Travis Carroll, Jr 
WILB Mat Farrior, Fr., Daryl! Owens, Sr 
SLB Marcus Oquendo-Johnson, So/Bam Hardmon, So 
CB Bennie Alexander, Jr*/or Marquis Westbrook, So 
CB Robert Cromartie, Jr*/or Lito Sheppard, So 
FS Daryl Dixon, So*/Lester Norwood, Jr 
Ss Marquand Manuel, Jr*/or Todd Johnson, So 
P Alan Rhine, Sr*/Dave Wasielewski, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


ravis Carroll was once one of the 

SEC’s top young linebackers. 

Now he’s simply trying to find 
his way on the field for the Florida Gators. 

A messy divorce from Alabama, his 
former school, has Carroll anxiously await- 
ing this season. 

He admits he’s bitter, and he uses feel- 
ings toward his old coach at his old school 
as motivation. It was last fall when Carroll 
walked into the office of Tide coach Mike 
DuBose and said he wanted to transfer to 
Florida — in part, because he believed 
Alabama trainers misdiagnosed a shoulder 
injury. DuBose refused to give Carroll his 
release. Carroll paid his way to Florida, 
sitting out an NCAA mandated transfer 
season. 

He is on full scholarship this season, 
battling for a starting spot on one of the 
SEC’s top defenses. 

“T love all my former teammates at 
Alabama, But coach DuBose and | didn’t 
see eye-to-eye,” Carroll said. “I’m going to 
put everything | have into playing for the 
Gators. This is where | always should've 
been.” 

Said Florida coach Steve Spurrier: 
“Travis has a super attitude and he’s 
a hard worker. He’s going to be a good 
player for us.” 

¢ Star for a day: The Gators spent 
spring hoping a few receivers would step 
up before a heralded freshman class 
entered in the fall. 

Seldom-used senior lan Skinner did 
just that — then stepped back out. Skinner 
had three catches for 77 yards and a 
touchdown in the spring game, and two 
kick returns for 73 yards. 

After the game, he revealed he would 
not be playing in Gainesville this fall 
because of appeal of a six-game suspen- 
sion for his second positive drug test. 

He will try to play at a Division I-AA 
school right away, presumably Florida 
A&M. 

* Stopping the Streak? No Parade 
All-American quarterback has been suc- 
cessful at Florida under Spurrier. 

Since Spurrier returned to Florida 
in 1990, he has signed five Parade quar- 
terbacks. Luke Bencie (1991), Bobby 
Sabelhaus (1995) and Tim Olmstead 
(1996) left after their first or second 
seasons without playing. 

It now appears that either Brock 
Berlin or Rex Grossman (or both) could 
play significantly this season. 

— Matt Hayes 
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CALDWELL HAD 27 CATCHES FOR 269 YARDS 
AND TWO TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON, 
INCLUDING A KEY SCORE IN THE GATORS’ 
VICTORY OVER TENNESSEE. 

PHOTO BY BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


Freshmen tackle recruits, possibly 300- 
pounders Kenny Parker and lan Scott, 
could also play. 

The line, though, is only the begin- 
ning of the depth and talent on defense. 
Junior Andra Davis, Florida’s second-lead- 
ing tackler, returns at middle linebacker 
and is being pushed by Alabama transfer 
Travis Carroll. Sophomores Marcus 
Oquendo-johnson and Bam Hardmon will 
compete for the strongside spot, and 
sophomore Mike Nattiel and redshirt 
freshman Matt Farrior, a Parade All-Ameri- 
can, are competing for the weakside spot. 

The linebackers are fast and physical, 
and may be the most talented ever under 
Spurrier. The secondary isn’t far behind. 
All four spots have competition, with 
sophomore comerback Lito Sheppard 
primed for a breakout season. Junior Ben- 
nie Alexander led Florida with five inter- 
ceptions and two returns for touchdowns, 
yet he’s battling to hold off sophomore 
Marquis Westbrook. 

Strong safety Marquand Manuel, the 
Gators’ leading tackler last season, is 
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It’s Caldwell’s Time to Be ‘The Man’ for the Gators 


t has become a right of sorts for 

Florida wide receivers. Come to 

Gainesville, your quick stop on the 
way to the NFL. 

Since 1991, Florida has sent nine 
wideouts to the NFL. Next up could be 
Reche Caldwell, a dangerous sopho- 
more with speed, size and moves. 

“We're hoping Reche Caldwell 
develops into a top-flight receiver,” 
said Florida ear Steve Spurrier. 
“He’s got talent, but he’s nowhere close 
to being a top-flight receiver now.” 

Physically, Caldwell (6-1, 200 
pounds) could be Florida’s best among 
the group in the 1990s, especially con- 
sidering his sub-4.4 40 speed. But he’s 
not as developed fundamentally. 

There were times last year when 
Caldwell took simple screens and turned 
them into electrifying plays. There were 
also times when he got behind the sec- 
ondary and dropped the ball. 

Spurrier is hoping the pressure to be 
the Gators’ go-to receiver will translate 
into more concentration on the field. 

“| believe everybody wants to be 
‘The Man’ out here,” Caldwell said. 


being pushed by Todd Johnson, and 
sophomore Daryl Dixon will get competi- 
tion from freshman signee Tre Orr. 

“It’s going to be a war competing for 
time,” Oquendo-Johnson said. “I can’t 
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OU CAN TELL THAT 
WE'RE A COUPLE OF 
MISSING PARTS 


FROM BEING A GREAT TEAM,” 


BROWN SAID. “AND I THINK THAT 
RECRUITING CLASS HAS THOSE 
MISSING PARTS.” 


imagine what it’s going to be like when 
we get on the field and play.” 

Simply put, as shaky as things seem 
offensively, the Gators should have 
enough defensively to hold it together 
until the offense finds itself. The question 
is, how long will it take the offense to jell? 


“Since I’ve been here, I’ve wanted to 
be that and now is my time.” 

Caldwell’s transition has been slow 
because wide receiver was not his nat- 
ural position in high school. He was 
one of the state’s top quarterbacks, 
throwing for more than 6,900 yards 
and 77 touchdowns in his prep career. 
He began fall drills at Florida in 1998 
as a quarterback. He moved to receiver 
the first day and has stayed there. 

“Look at what has happened here 
for receivers. You know if you work 
hard, you can be in that situation, too,” 
Caldwell said. 

Caldwell started strong last year, 
but lost confidence as the season pro- 
gressed. He had 27 catches for 269 
yards and two touchdowns last season, 
including a key score in the Gators’ 
victory over Tennessee. 

“| think he’s ready to have a big 
year,” said Florida quarterback Jesse 
Palmer. “He’s a strong guy, he’s going 
to get off the line andl he’s got speed to 
beat you deep. He has everything you 
maul be a great one, he just has to 
prove it.”Q 


The Gators begin the season with their 
customary two-game homestand against 
Division | patsies before traveling to 
Knoxville for their annual game-of-the- 
year with Tennessee. 

The Vols should also struggle early 
offensively, so that game could be a 
chance for Florida’s defense to make 
a stand. If the Gators can get by the Vols, 
they'll likely be favored in every game 
until the regular season finale at defending 
national champion Florida State. 

But the way the offense looks, and 
the fact that All-American kicker Jeff 
Chandler and the defense may have to 
carry the load early, the Gators won’t be 
looking down the road. They’ll just be 
happy to beat Ball State on Sept. 4, and 
snap the longest losing streak ever under 
Spurrier. 

“You can tell that we’re a couple of 
missing parts from being a great team,” 
Brown said. “And | think that recruiting 
class has those missing parts. When they 
come, we’ll be a full team ready to go.” 

— Matt Hayes 
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im Donnan can relate to the Erma 
Bombeck book title, The Grass Is 
Always Greener Over The Septic Tank. 
The first four years of Donnan’s grass 
roots rebuilding of Georgia’s football pro- 
gram yielded encouraging results. The 
Bulldogs won 27 games over the last 


GEORGIA 


GBULLDOGS 


winter. Not only did the Bulldogs lose 
again to Tennessee and Florida, they were 
slapped around at home by Aubum, sur- 
rendering 31 unanswered points to one of 
the SEC’s worst offenses. Then they 
scored 48 points and lost to Georgia Tech. 
Georgia fans called for Donnan to fire 


But Donnan is just one breakthrough 
season away from sitting pretty. A break- 
through season means: 

a) not losing to Tech for the third time 
in a row; 

b) beating Tennessee or Florida, 
against whom Donnan is 1-7; 


Dawgs Put Title Hopes on Gibbs, Defense 


three seasons, their best three-year stretch 
since 1982-84. Their comeback against 
Purdue in the Outback Bowl — the 
biggest in bowl history — gave them 
bowl victories in three consecutive sea- 
sons for the first time in school history. 

So if the grass looks so green, 
what’s that mysterious foul odor around 
Sanford Stadium? 

Part of the smell was traced to an 
underground sewage problem. It had the 
university’s environmental experts dumb- 
founded. An Oklahoma firm was consulted 
to diagnose the problem. Eventually, the 
football field sod was ripped up to fix the 
problem. It was so foul Georgia canceled 
its spring G-Day game. 

That wasn’t the only mysterious 
stench. Despite Georgia’s success, Don- 
nan battled mounting criticism last fall and 


at a glance 


defensive coordinator Kevin Ramsey, in 
his first year after being hired from Ten- 
nessee. Donnan also looked to Oklahoma 
for help. He waited until after recruiting 
season, then called Gary Gibbs, the former 
Sooners head coach. Donnan initially 
sought Gibbs’ advice. He then hired Gibbs 
and tried to demote Ramsey. 

But the move — and Ramsey — blew 
up in his face. Ramsey refused to take the 
demotion and lashed out at Donnan, pub- 
licly and privately. He called Donnan 
“Pontius Pilate” and resigned. 

The blowup with Ramsey occurred 
immediately after Donnan’s first disap- 
pointing recruiting season. Suddenly, the 
grass didn’t look so green. 

It would be overstating to say Donnan 
is on the hot seat. But the cord has been 
plugged in and the dial set on “preheat.” 


1999: 8-4 Overall; 5-3 SEC (3rd East) 

COACH: Jim Donnan —At Georgia: 32-15, 
4 years; Overall: 96-36, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 9; 8 Offense, 
10 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Quincy 
Carter, WR Terrence Edwards, TE Jevaris 
Johnson, DT Richard Seymour, DT Marcus 
Stroud, LB Kendrell Bell, LB Boss Bailey 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: OB Quincy 
Carter has a more talented support cast. 
Defense is strong up the middle with 
good speed up front. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: |nexperience 


in the secondary and on the offensive line. 
OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs have the ingre- 
dients for a breakthrough season — 
talented offense built around a great 
quarterback, a defense with run stoppers 
in the middle and speed elsewhere. 
Continuing the momentum built the last 
three years shouldn't be a problem. 
Joining the nation’s elite must begin with 
beating Tennessee or Florida. If the 
talented but untested secondary can hold 
its own against those offenses, the 
Bulldogs could find themselves in the 
BCS picture. 


c) tuming some of those close wins 
into blowouts. 

All of this is possible. Though reluc- 
tant to oversell his team, as he was 
accused of doing last season, Donnan is 
quietly confident. Georgia has plenty of 
talent and, for the first time in three years, 
plenty of experience. The Bulldogs return 
18 of the 22 offensive and defensive 
starters based on the 1999 season-ending 
depth chart. They have at least 1 1 legiti- 
mate All-SEC candidates. Their signing 
class, while unimpressive as a whole, 
could provide immediate help at wide 
receiver, running back and defensive back. 
Those blue chip recruits from two and 
three years ago are now upper classmen. 

“Everything’s in place. It’s time to go 
ahead and make a move,” Donnan said. 
“You’ve just got to do it on the field. You 
can’t talk about it.” 

Key to the Bulldogs’ success was the 
return of Quincy Carter and defensive 
tackles Richard Seymour and Marcus 
Stroud. All considered going to the NFL. 

“We have an opportunity to do great 
things here,” said Seymour. “We have that 
opportunity and want to seize that 
moment. | want that ring on my finger. You 
look at our team on paper, we’re as good 
as any team in the country,” said Seymour. 

Ah, yes, the dreaded “on-paper” cre- 
dentials. But what about on natural grass 
and artificial turf? Donnan isn’t the only 
one warning against overconfidence. 


FORCED TO CARRY GEORGIA LAST YEAR, 
QUINCY CARTER RESPONDED WITH FIVE 
300-YARD PASSING GAMES. 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL MONTES 
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ULLDOGS* RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HIGH ScHoot / CouEGE 

BROWN, Reggie WR 6-2, 185 Carrollton Carrollton MOORE, Demetric ATH 6-0, 195 Waycross Georgia Military College 

USA Today 1998 All-American @ Parade All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Atlanta Journal Honorable mention junior college All-American @ Hod 884 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns as a 

Constitution Super Southern 100 @ As a senior, had 62 receptions for 1,046 yards and 10 touchdowns | sophomore @ Had 10 receptions for 100 yards and one touchdown @ Had iwo interceptions, including 

@ Led track team to wo state championships @ Set Georgia prep long jump record. | one returned for touchdown @ Prep All-State @ Regional Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 1,275 

yords rushing and 10 touchdowns. 

CLEMONS, Chris LB 6-3, 210 Griffin Griffin 

All-Region @ Three-year starter @ Had 49 tackles, six quarterback sacks, two interceptions, one fumble | MORGAN, TavarusATH 5-11, 185 Jackson Hargrave Military Acad. 

caused and one fumble recovered as a senior @ Had 12 receptions for 159 yards and three touchdowns As a junior college freshman, had 31 receptions for 550 yards and five touchdowns USA Today hon- 

Four-year letterman. orable mention prep All-American  Atfanta Journal Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All-State # 
Three-year starter at quarterback @ Had 4,264 career passing yards and 35 touchdowns @ Had 1,437 

CLEMONS, Nic DE 6-6, 260 Griffin Georgia Military College career rushing yards and nine touchdowns. 

Honorable mention junior college All-American @ As a sophomore, had 58.5 tackles, 7.5 quarterback 

sacks, eight quarterback pressures, three fumbles recovered and three passes broken up @ Did not play POWELL, Ronnie DB 6-0, 190 Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 


prep football @ Member of basketball team. Two-time Team Most Valuable Player @ Three-year starier @ Had 5,000 career rushing yards at tailback 


@ Had 1,700 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, scored 17 touchdowns # 


DAVIS, Rod ATH 6-4, 210 Stone Mountain Rockdale County | Averaged seven yards per carry during career. 

Atlanta Joumal Constitution Top 75 in Gerga # Al Stow ® County Payer ofthe Year # Hod 1,498 | 

yards rushing and 15 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 998 yards passing and 11 touchdowns # Had two REDDING, Matt GB 6-2, 225 Madison, FL Madison County 

interceptions and seven passes broken up. All-State Led team to state playoffs @ As a senior, had 1,167 yards passing and 930 yards rushing @ 
Accounted for 14 touchdowns @ Had 1,000 yords passing and 500 yards rushing as a junior. 

GREENE, David QB 6-3, 185 Lithonia South Gwinnett 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atfanta Journal Constitution Super Souther 100 @ All- SMITH, Musa RB 6-2, 210 Elliottsburg, PA West Perry 

State @ Led team to consecutive playoff appearances @ As a senior, had 2,102 yards passing and 19 USA Today honorable mention All-American # SuperPrep All-American # All-State # Division Offensive 

touchdowns. Most Valuable Player @ Three-year starter @ Had 2,041 yards rushing and 32 touchdowns, averaging 
9.5 yards per carry, as a senior @ Had 4,117 career rushing yards on 478 carries (averaging 8.6 yards 

HARRISON, Arnold DE 63, 210 Augu Josey per carry) and 54 touchdowns. 

Honorable mention All-State @ Three-year starter # Pd 77 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, three fumbles 

recovered, one fumble caused and eight passes broken up as a senior @ As a junior, had 74 tackles and SULLIVAN, Johnathan DL 6-3, 265 Griffin Hargrave Military Acad. 

seven quarterback sacks @ Had 70 tackles and four quarterback sacks as a sophomore @ Four-year le!- Had 43 tackles and 11 quorterbock sacks as a junior college freshman @ Also played tight end # USA 

ferman # Member of basketball, golf and track teams. Today honorable mention prep All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Atlanta Journal Constitution 
Super Southern 100 @ All-State @ As a senior, had 130 tackles and 19 tackles for loss @ Team captain. 

HOLS, II, Albert RB 5-11, 200 Sacramento, CA Christian Brothers 

Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team @ As a senior, had 2,053 THOMPSON, Will DE 63,210 Warner Robins Northside 

yards rushing and 31 touchdowns, averaging 8.9 yards per carry @ Had 5,046 career rushing yards | Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Souther 100 Macon Telegraph All-Middle Georgia # Had 79 tack- 

and 69 touchdowns. les as a senior. 

HOLLOWAY, Derrick LB 6-4, 210 Sharpsburg East Coweta | WILUS, Horace DB 61,197 Douglasville Georgio Military College 

Atlanta Journal Constitution Top 75 in Georgia as a linebacker @ Honorable mention All-State as a free As a junior college freshman, had 40 tackles, three interceptions, four tackles for loss, one fumble caused 

safety @ All-Region free safety @ Hod 151 career tackles, six quarterback sacks, seven quarterback hur- and one fumble recovered @ Hod 617 yards passing and five touchdowns as a prep senior @ Had 210 

ries, two fumbles caused and one fumble recovered @ Had three receptions for 119 yards as a tight end. | yards rushing and two touchdowns @ Had 40 tackles, including 26 solo, and two interceptions. 

JONES, Sean QB 6-2, 195 Atlanta Westlake ZELLNER, Andre TE 6-4, 225 Forsyth Mary Persons 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal Constitution Top 75 in Georgia  All- SuperPrep All-American # Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All-State # Macon Tele- | 

State @ As a senior, had 2,490 yards passing and 31 touchdowns @ Had 806 yards rushing and 11 graph All-Middle Georgia @ As a senior, had 19 receptions for 465 yards @ Had 381 yards rushing on | 

touchdowns Had 13 interceptions as a defensive back. 28 carries @ Had 24 tackles @ Member of basketball team. 


RESULTS | INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(8-4, 5-3) | PASSING Sept. 2 Georgia Southern 
NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD 
38 Utah State Th Carter 380. 216 2713 568 «177-6 Sept. 9 at South Carolina 
: Mitchell 7 3 30 429 O O > 
24 South el ___ RUSHING Sept. 23. New Mexico State 
24 Central Florida 23 No YARDS Avc | Sept. 30 at Arkansas 
23 LSU 22 Sanks 177 896 5.1 54 6] 
Pass 62 335 5.4 58 2| Oc <7 Tennessee 
20 Tennessee 37 Carter 102 255 25 56 5 au 
Arnaud Al 149 3.6 19 3 t 1h NV ilt 
27 Vanderbilt 17 R eos asset 
RECEIVING oat 
49 Kentucky 34 No Yarps Av Oct. 21 at Kentucky 
aa ree 
14 flr 0 | [time 8 7 us 9 *] | Oa 28 ot vida 
Johnson 31 378 12.2 34 2) 
21 Auburn 38 festa - os | Nov. 1] at Auburn 
48 Georgia Tech (OT) 51 | | tacutss: Seymour 74; Grant, O. 69; Bailey 66; Bell 61. > 
| INTERCEPTIONS: Robinson 5; Henderson 5; Bell 3. Nov. 25 Georgia Tech 
Outback Bowl ie 
28 Purdue (OT) 25 QB Sacks: Grant 7; Bell 5; Seymour 4; Mallard 4. "Jacksonville, FL 


Tacktes For Loss: Seymour 10; Grant, C. 7; Bailey, B. 5. 
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Carter said he wants the Bulldogs to 
walk “with a swagger, like Florida 
and Tennessee,” but noted those 
schools earned their swagger by 
winning seven SEC championships 
between them in the 1990s. 

“We haven't won the SEC in the 
last 18 years,” Carter said. “We 
haven’t done anything significant. 

We haven’t done anything to gain the 
respect of Tennessee and Florida.” 

Carter himself has gained plenty 
of respect. Forced to carry Georgia 
last year, Carter responded with five 
300-yard passing games. He did 
this despite inconsistent pass 
protection, only one deep-threat 
receiver and a shoddy defense that 
forced him to play catch-up in most 
games. He passed for 2,713 yards, 
second best in the SEC. Perhaps the 
more impressive statistic was his six 
interceptions. 

Now, Carter is a seasoned vet- 
eran with 24 consecutive starts. 

“He’s a proven leader,” said wide 
receiver Terrence Edwards. “If we can 
put everything together around him, 
he’ll be a dangerous quarterback.” 

That’s the bad news for Georgia’s 
opponents. Carter will have more 
help. The Dogs already had the SEC’s 
best tight end tandem in Jevaris John- 
son and Randy McMichael, and an 
emerging talent in Edwards. 

The Dogs have added two deep 
threats in sophomore Durrell Robinson 
and freshman Reggie Brown, a pair of 
academic nonqualifiers last year. Both 
were high school All-Americans. = 

“Teams aren’t going to be able 
to roll their coverage and double- 
team Terrence,” said Carter. 

Michael Johnson was another highly 
touted receiver forced to sit out last sea- 
son. He’s more of a “possession” receiver, 
but is expected to play behind Michael 
Greer and Thad Parker. 

Carter should have more time to find 
open receivers. The Dogs return three 
starters on the offensive line in tackles 
Jonas Jennings and Jon Stinchcomb and 
guard Kevin Breedlove. The coaches also 
love George Foster, whom they compare 
favorably to Chris Terry, now in the NFL. 
Tackle Alex Jackson and guard Chad 
Young also are pushing for playing time. 

“We have a lot of depth there,” said 
Donnan. A lot of depth, yes, but also a lot 
of questions. For starters, who will replace 
Miles Luckie at center? Curt McGill, another 
high school All-American, had the best 
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JASPER SANKS ESTABLISHED HIMSELF AS A TOUGH 
RUNNER BETWEEN THE TACKLES. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


spring, but is untested. McGill is a fourth- 
year junior, but was converted from defen- 
sive end and has little game experience. 

The coaches also are not sure what to 
do with Foster. They’d like to play him, 
but that would mean moving either Jen- 
nings or Stinchcomb, which they don’t 
want to do. 

Running back, like receiver, is an area 
that has been bolstered by newcomers. 
Jasper Sanks established himself as a 
tough runner between the tackles. He fin- 
ished third in the SEC with 896 yards 
rushing and his 5.1-yards per carry were 
better than Tennessee’s Jamal Lewis and 
Alabama’s Shaun Alexander. He has been 
forgiven for his three late-season fumbles 
against Florida, Georgia Tech and Purdue. 
But Sanks lacks breakaway speed and 
could do less running and more blocking. 


Enter Bruce Thornton, a redshirt 
freshman. Thomton impressed 
teammates and coaches last pre- 
season with his ability to make peo- 
ple miss. His teammates marveled 
at his maturity and work habits. 

DeJuan Green is another bumer 
who missed last season due to 
injury (broken cheek). Kenny Bailey, 
another redshirt freshman, looked 
good in spring practice. The Dogs 
signed two blue-chip running backs 
in Albert Hollis Il, who ran the 100 
meters in 10.42 seconds, and Musa 
Smith, who at 6-2 and 210 is cut 
more in the mold of Sanks. 

On defense, Georgia returns 10 
starters, but will have a much differ- 
ent look. Gibbs, Oklahoma’s head 
coach for six years, was hired to 
clean up the mess Ramsey made of 
Georgia’s defense. He was the 
Sooners’ defensive coordinator in 

1985 when they won their last 
national championship. Donnan was 
Oklahoma’s offensive coordinator 
that year. 

There have been concerns that 
defense has changed too much in 
the six years Gibbs has been out of 
football. But things couldn’t get 
much worse. The Bulldogs ranked 
last in the SEC in total defense 
(382.6) and scoring defense (285 
points). The frustrating part was 
they had talent — strong tackles 
inside, speed and size at linebacker 
and defensive end and speed in 
the secondary. 

Said one SEC coach, “I thought 
they had the best defensive person- 
nel in the league.” 

“We had a good spring and our guys 
worked hard,” Gibbs said. “I thought we 
made improvement across the board. But 
we didn’t play very well last year. We 
have to be more consistent, more funda- 
mentally sound.” 

The Dogs went through a myriad of 
lineup changes on defense, in part 
because most of their best talent was in 
the lower classes. By season’s end, the 
lineup included only one senior, line- 
backer Orantes Grant. 

Up front, Georgia should be in good 
shape. The Dogs have five players in their 
front seven who might play in the NFL. 
Richard Seymour and Marcus Stroud give 
Georgia perhaps the best tandem of run- 
stuffing tackles in the country. 

Kendrell Bell and Boss Bailey may be 
the best linebacker tandem in the confer- 
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No, NAME Pos, Ciass Hr. Wr. 
94 Bruce Adrine DE Jr 64 258 Adoni 
45. Boss Boiley 3B ok 63 20. Folksin 
38. Kenny Bailey RB Fr «S11. 192 Folksn 
37 Kendrel Bell MB 62 240 Augusta 
15 Terreol Bieria SS So 63 213. Slidell A 
Josh Bilve OG Fr 63 285 Gunlersile, AL 
84 Robert Brannon TE fr 64 231 Chorlote, NC 
70 KeinBredoe OG So 65 295 Cemm,SC 
49 Johnny Brown RBS 57192 Jonesboro 
22. Decory Bryont (Bor S11 170 Orlando, FL. 
23 CopBuret «FS. SoG 202 College Pork 
20 Nic Callaway RB So. 5-10 192 Washingion 
17 Quincy Corer = GBS 2223 Decor 
Dovid Cloossen P So GA 183 Alonto 
11 Dontra Clements CB Fr «= 510-178 Shorpsburg 
Cory Collier WR Jr 60 188. Eatonton 
“4 Kerill Gury FSS 1188 ‘Toceon 
yon Davis @ 511 190 Colmbus 
8 Terence Edwards SE So. 62 175. Tennile 
92. emetic Evans DES 63 275 Haynes, lA 
43 Ryon Fleming WB Jr = 61 226 Panama City, FL 
7). George Fosier OT So 65 302 Moxon 
18 Damien Gary SE fr 510 170 Abens 
42. Tony Gilbert MB So 60 227 Macon 
Will Goldman or isk 66 292 Birmingham, AL 
53 Hardy Gordon 8 ok 510 210 Thon 
19 Charles Grant DE So 63 280 Colwit 
33. Deluon Green RB So. E1119 _Jocksomvlle, FL 
W Michoel Greer AK oS 510 170 Ahens 
Brett Hansen SBS 511 216 Fayetvile 
35. Verron Hoynes RB dr «510 216 Woodstock 
3) Jamie Henderson «CBs St. G:2«(188 Carrollon 
82 Chris Hewit DE So 65 256 Rome 
44 Adrian Hollingshed MB Jr 62 234 Fort Valley 
79 Alex Jockson OT So 65 310 Gding, FL 
99 Dovid Jacobs DE So 64 258 Atlanta 
2 IR Jenkins @® So 60 191 LokeBuler, FL 
75, Jonas Jennings OT «S64 302 College Pork 
48 Jevaris Johnson TE S 66 258 Anniston, AL 
25 Nichoel Johnson AK fr 62 217. ‘Tuo, OK 
Burt Jones (Sf 6) 195 soko 


RING 


Wr. HOMETOWN 


69 Rondoll Kendick OG So. 4 281 Ashbum 

83. Jonathan Kilgo PS 62 200 SherCreek 
95. Bret Kirovac mK So S120 Dh 
"56 lon Knight CS 65 253 Snehile 

24 Wynn Kopp Pk O59 (N62 hens 
72. Clint Lorin OT k 63 305 Goinewile 
65. Benlowe OG $0 64 268 TheRok 
98 JohMollord OT Ir-_~=—«2262-Scvormch 

a GutMGd =OCOS S273 Scie 

86 RondyMcMichoed ‘TE. = So. 63. 223‘Fort Valley 
47 ese Miler “WB So 62 217 Temile 
39 Bret Milcon BOS SH) 197 ibum 

12 loBone Michel =»«sG@B_kS 1203 Marita 

76 TraversPoine wT ok 664 27) Agen 
"3 Thod Porker SES 59 158 Alona 

Brent Parks CB oS S11 198 Logomile 

55. Brody Pole C & 65 23 Dos 
18 Cory Phillis QB So 60 210 Hartwell 

5 Jemoine Philips «SE Sr G1. 202) Romvell 

“BO Joon Roder TE So 6d 247 Si Albons, W 
87 Jomes Rohol To 63 229 Sovneh 

86 Brod Register OG & 65 2B) Roswel 

26 Cory Robinson Gs Si Wl tte 
9 Durell Robinson SE So 62 200 Lymon, SC 
9 TyroneRoberton OT. So.- «64287 Dome, VA 
"8 JosperSooks =k 226 Cohmbus 

89. Bron Schoboum TES. 63 243. Alon 

93 Richard Seymour «DT Sr.—~=—« 300. Gadsden, SC 
BS TeinSmih =siDE = 23A. Folks 

63. Regge Stargil 0G & 62 281 loGronge 

78. Jon Sinchcomb OT S 65 272. bib 

‘97 \MoresSrood DT Se 68 0) Romy 
7 Bruce Thomion RB Fr G60 180 LaGronge 

14 Regon Torbert QB Fr «64 «205 Fort Volley 
95 Ken Ved DR fe G1 297 Cedorowm 

2 Tim Wondey @ + 58 179 Bulbd 

45 WilWiherspoon = WB 61215. Ponoma Ciy, FL 
91 ShedickWyn (EOFS: 280. Lincoln 
64 Chod Young OG So 64 301 Cohuta 
Roser cn depth subject to change 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Quincy Carter, Jr*/Cory Phillips, So 
RB —_ Jasper Sanks, Jr*/Verron Haynes, Jr 


RB. Brett Millican, Sr/Bruce Thornton, Fr 


WR Michael Greer, Sr*/LaBrone Mitchell, Jr 


WR Terrence Edwards, So*/Durell Robinson, Fr 


TE —_Jevaris Johnson, Sr*/Randy McMichael, Jr 


DE Charles Grant, So*/Josh Mallard, Jr 
DT Marcus Stroud, Sr*/David Jacobs, So 
DT __ Richard Seymour, Sr*/Tyrone Robertson, So 
DE Bruce Adrine, Jr*/Terin Smith, Jr =. 


SLB _Boss Bailey, Jr*/Tony Gilbert, So 


Kendrell Bell, Sr°/Adrian Hollingshed, Jr 


iT Jonas Jennings, Sr*/Alex Jackson, Sar 


Will Witherspoon, Jr/Ryan Fleming, Jr 


\G Brady Pate, Sr/Reggie Storgill, Sr 


CB Jamie Henderson, Jr*/Decory Bryant, Fr 


C Curt McGill, Jr/Brady Pate, Sr 


CB Tim Wansley, Jr*/Cory Robinson, Sr 


RG __ Kevin Breedlove, So*/Reggie Stargill, Sr 


ss Terreal Bierria, So*/Jermaine Phillips, Sr 


RT Jon Stinchcomb, So*/George Foster, So 


PK Brett Kirouac, So 
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FS Cap Burnett, So*/Kentrell Curry, Fr 
P Jonathan Kilgo, So.*/Wynn Kopp, Jr 


‘SPRING UPDATE — 


he most unsettled area from 
spring practice was the makeup 
of the offensive line. 

Depth is not a concern, with 10 play- 
ers capable of playing in the SEC. But the 
question is where to put everybody. Most 
of Georgia's best linemen are tackles, and 
the two starters it lost from last season 
were center Miles Luckie and guard Steve 
Herndon. 

Tackle Jon Stinchcomb’s injury that 
kept him out of spring practice hindered 
efforts to identify the best five. While 
Stinchcomb’s absence created more prac- 
tice time for sophomores George Foster 
and Alex Jackson, it prevented coaches 
from taking a look at Stinchcomb at guard. 
The coaches would like to keep Stinch- 
comb and guard Kevin Breedlove, a pair 
of Freshman All-Americans, together. 

That would mean moving Jonas 
Jenning§s.their best lineman, to guard. 
Their biggest question is whether they want 
to entrust left tackle, the most important 
position in pass protection, to Foster, a tal- 
ented but inexperienced player. 

Curt McGill and Brady Pate battled to 
replace Luckie at center. McGill probably 
finished with a slight edge, which is one 
reason Pate spent some time at left guard. 

Establishing the starting five will be 
a top priority in fall practice. 

¢ Decory Bryant separated himself 
from fellow redshirt freshmen Dantra 
Clements and Kentrell Curry for the other 
backup cornerback spot. 

¢ It’s a question Donnan shudders to 
consider but, for practical reasons, must: 
What happens if Quincy Carter gets 
injured? LaBrone Mitchell had been 
Carter’s backup. He continued to work at 
receiver and quarterback, but sophomore 
Cory Phillips emerged from spring as the 
top backup. But Phillips is not considered 
their quarterback of the future. Regan 
Torbert, a redshirt freshman, has had two 
spring practices and one fall to learn the 
system. Incoming freshmen Matt Redding, 
David Greene and Sean Jones will get long 
looks. 

¢ Georgia finally found a way around 
the university's nepotism policy and hired 
Todd Donnan as a full-time assistant coach. 
Donnan, the quarterbacks coach, will work 
under the Athletic Association’s Develop- 
ment office, so he will not report directly to 
his father, Jim Donnan. He worked for two 
years as a graduate assistant. 

— Guerry Clegg 
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THOUGH NOT AS HIGH-PROFILE AS THAT 
OF QUINCY CARTER, RICHARD SEYMOUR’S 
DECISION TO FOREGO NFL RICHES WAS 
BIG FOR THE BULLDOGS. 


PHOTO BY MICHAEL MONTES 


ence. Bell, a junior college import last 
year, was Georgia’s best defensive player 
by the end of the season. Bailey, Champ’s 
younger brother, started every game as 

a sophomore. 

Sophomore end Charles Grant is 
another talented defensive player with a 
likely NFL future. He started as a true 
freshman and led the Bulldogs with seven 
sacks. He also played tailback and scored 
three touchdowns. He suffered a torn ACL 
against Georgia Tech and was held out of 
spring practice. He’s expected to be ready 
for the season opener. 

Weakside linebacker Will Witherspoon 
played hurt last season, but could be as 
good as Bailey. He made perhaps Geor- 
gia’s best defensive play of the season last 
year, lunging from nowhere to bat down a 
two-point pass against LSU and save the 
game. Bell, Bailey and Witherspoon each 
had five quarterback sacks, which tied for 
second on the team. Tony Gilbert, who 
can play all three spots, will spend a lot of 
time as the fourth linebacker. 

The end opposite Grant is up for 
grabs. Bruce Adrine, David Jacobs and 
Demetric Evans are solid if unspectacular, 
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Seymour's Return is Huge Lift for Georgia 


e’s one of the best players in 
H college football at his position 

and would be rich el had he 
jumped to the NFL. His decision to 
remain at Georgia one more season 
was key to the Bulldogs’ national 
championship aspirations. 

While Richard Seymour's decision 
lacked the drama of Quincy Carter's, 
it was as significant nonetheless. With 
Seymour back, Georgia will push for 
the rare distinction of having the 
Heisman and Outland winners in the 
same season. 

Seymour made first-team All-SEC 
last year, when he led the Bulldogs 
with 74 tackles, an impressive accom- 
plishment considering the Dogs’ stellar 
linebacking corps. His 10 tackles for 
loss also led the team and he added 
four sacks. 

At 6-6 and 300 pounds with 
exceptional quickness and strength, 
Seymour is the prototype NFL defensive 
tackle. He almost undoubtedly would 
have been a first-round pick had he 


Josh Mallard, a converted tackle, has 10 
sacks and 13 quarterback pressures in two 
seasons. He also had a big sack against 
Purdue in the Outback Bowl. Don’t be sur- 


| 


HEN GEORGIA 

ENTERTAINS 

TECH IN LATE 
NOVEMBER, THERE COULD 


BE THE SWEET SMELL OF 
A CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON 
IN THE AIR. 


prised if Nic Clemons, a junior college All- 
American, works his way into the mix. 

The secondary is the Dogs’ biggest 
concem. The biggest reason Georgia ranked 
poorly on defense was it gave up too many 
big plays in the secondary. There’s talent, 
but the talent has to produce. 

Comerbacks Jamie Henderson and 
Cory Robinson had five interceptions, 


entered the draft. But he heeded the 
advice of the man he respects the most 
— Richard Seymour, Sr. 

“My dad has a lot of influence over 
my life,” Seymour said. “He thought it 
would be best fo stay in school and get 
my degree. He’s never told me awh 
wrong or led me in the wrong direction.” 

Seymour and Marcus Stroud give 
the Bulldogs perhaps the best tandem 
of defensive tackles in the country. 
But their paths to success were com- 
pletely different. Stroud was a high 
school All-American coveted by such 
powers as Florida and Florida State. 
Seymour dominated opponents at 
Lower Richland High School in Gads- 
den, S.C., but Georgia was one of 
few schools that seemed to notice 
until it was too late. 

Seymour played a lot as a true 
freshman and has steadily improved, 
the result of his tireless work habits. 

“My daddy always told me nobody 
beats you when you work hard.” 

Then, as now, father knew best. 


tied for second in the SEC. Tim Wansley, 
who beat out Robinson late last season, 
had one interception and broke up 
seven passes. 

Terreal Bierria and Cap Burnett won 
starting jobs at safety late last season as 
redshirt freshmen. Bierria, a hard-hitter, 
has potential to be a playmaker at strong 
safety, while Burnett, the free safety, had 
two interceptions in three starts. 

How Georgia’s secondary plays 
against the fast receivers at Tennessee and 
Florida could determine whether the Dogs 
enjoy that breakthrough season. 

The schedule is certainly set up for it. 
Tennessee visits Athens the fifth week of 
the season. Georgia’s rotating Western 
Division opponent will be Arkansas, which 
is rebuilding. Its three nonconference 
games are against Georgia Southern, New 
Mexico State and Georgia Tech, which 
also is rebuilding. Georgia visits Aubum, 
which isn’t bad news, because the home 
team in the series hasn’t won since 1991. 

When Georgia entertains Tech in late 
November, there could be the sweet 
smell of a championship season in the air. 

— Guerry Clegg 


Linpy's FooTsAu. ANNUALS 155 


ar) 


iy oh 


hey have played in back-to-back 
bowl games for the first time in 
nearly two decades — but they lost 
in both games. 
They have escaped the cellar of the 
Southeastern Conference's Eastern Divi- 
sion, yet over the last three years they 


KENTUCKY 


WILDCATS 


grass. Instead of turning their focus to 
basketball practice, Kentucky fans are 
actually still interested in football when 
November arrives. 

Commonwealth Stadium was 
expanded. Sellouts have become the 
norm and bowl scouts at Kentucky games 


McCree’s optimism is based on the num- 
ber of returning starters on each side of 
the ball — nine on offense, seven on 
defense — and the change that winning 
can foster. 

“We've got a lot of experienced guys 
back who have made plays already,” said 


Cats Eye a Third Straight Bowl Game 


have gone 0-9 against the East’s top 
teams, Florida, Tennessee and Georgia. 

No wonder Kentucky coach Hal 
Mumme feels sometimes as if he and the 
Wildcats are stuck in slow motion, playing 
catch-up in the hurry-up world of Division 
| college football. 

When everybody wants things done 
yesterday, patience has become a rare 
commodity, even among fans of a long- 
time doormat that is slowly beginning to 
rise in what many consider the nation’s 
most rugged conference. 

“The last three years have been frus- 
trating, but they've been rewarding, 
too,” said Mumme, who is entering his 
fourth season at UK. “We've been 
awfully close in some games we felt we 
should have won. 

“Going to back-to-back bowl games 
has been a real plus, and we've been for- 
tunate. When you look at programs in the 
"00s that turned it around, many had two 
or three years of losing before they got 
enough players to compete. Our kids 
have done a good job and our staff has 
done a good job of competing. We don't 
think we've arrived where we can chal- 
lenge for the championship yet, but that 
is our goal.” 

After inheriting one of the SEC’s least 
successful programs, Mumme suffered 
through one losing season before produc- 
ing a winner with a pass-oriented, high- 
scoring offense. The last two years have 
brought immense change to the Blue- 


DUSTY BONNER THREW FOR 3,266 YARDS 
AND 26 TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON WHILE 
COMPLETING 65 PERCENT OF HIS THROWS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRIESHOP 
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now stand out only because of their 
brightly colored jackets and not because 
their presence is so rare. 

The base has been established. 
Mumme and the Wildcats must now 
prove they can continue to move forward 
and that their success is Y2K-compatible. 

“We're very optimistic,” Mumme 
said. “Our No. 1 goal is to try and win 
the conference and | think we've got a 
better shot at getting into the race than 
the first three years here. Our immediate 
goal is to get to three bowls in a row 
because that hasn't been done (at Ken- 
tucky) since Coach (Bear) Bryant was 
here (in 1949-51).” 

Said linebacker Marlon McCree, a 
senior and team leader: “I see possibly 
winning the SEC. We have a very realistic 
chance of winning the conference.” 


at a glance 
WILDCATS 


1999: 6-6 Overall; 44 SEC (4th East) 
COACH: Hal Mumme —At Kentucky: 18- 
17, 3 years; Overall: 83-44-1, 11 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 Offense, 


7 Defense ; 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Dusty 
Bonner, WR Quentin McCord, FB Derek 


Homer, DE Dennis Johnson, LB Marlon 
McCree, CB Eric Kelly, LB Ryan Murphy, 
PK/P Seth Hanson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Bonner has 
had a year as a starter in Mumme’s “Air 
Raid” offense and should be much more 


adept at reading coverages and checking 
off. The Cats are very experienced defen- 


McCree, who two years ago led the Wild- 
cats in sacks and last year was the team 
leader in tackles for loss. “That's going to 
benefit us. | think we have more players 
back who have played than any other 
conference team, so | expect great things 
on both sides of the ball this year.” 

That's the kind of attitude Mumme 
has tried to instill since he arrived from 
Division II Valdosta State and, aided by 
the strong right arm of NFL No. 1 pick Tim 
Couch, took the SEC by storm. 

With Couch at the controls, it was not 
surprising that the Cats played their way 
into a New Year's Day Bowl in 1998. 
When Couch left early for the NFL, it was 
a surprise that Kentucky made it back to 
a bowl with lightly recruited Dusty Bonner 
as the quarterback. 

In a testament to Bonner’s preparation 


sively, especially in the secondary. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 


line is still unsettled; a go-to receiver has 
yet to be found; and there is no experi- 
ence at defensive tackle. 


OVERVIEW: The Wildcats have proven 


they can compete with most of the teams 
in the SEC. The next step — catching up 
with Florida, Tennessee and Georgia — 
will come grudgingly and is several 
recruiting classes away. Still, another 
winning season — and third consecutive 
bowl trip — is within grasp, especially if 
the Cats sweep their non-conference 
opponents. 
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ILDCATS*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEcE Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hick Scuoot / Couece 
ARUNG, Eric TE 6-5, 240 Cincinnati, OH St. Xevier | HUFF, Matt OL 6-5, 285 Louisville St. Xavier 
PrepStar All:Midwest Region @ All-Metro @ Two-year starter # As a senior, had 25 receptions for 440 yards USA Today honorable mention All-American # PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ All-State @ Two-time All-District 
and seven touchdowns @ Hod 16 receptions for 231 yards as a junior. @ Two-time All-County. 
BOYD, Shane GB 62,219 Lexingion Henry Clay JAGGERS, Josh OL 64,290 Domille Damille 
USA Today All-American @ PrepStar All-Southeast Region # Rated No. 6 player in Kentucky by SuperPrep @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepAmerica rated No. 24 offensive lineman nationally # 
All-State # Three-year starter @ Had 1,994 yards passing and 25 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 475 yards Ranked No. 26 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals100.com Rated No. 2 player in Kentucky by site 
rushing and eight touchdowns Had 7,996 career all-purpose yards and 92 touchdowns. Two-time All-State # Kentucky Player of the Year @ Had 57 tackles, including nine for loss, seven quarterbac 
sacks, and eight quarterback hurries as a senior. 
BURNETT, Daniel DE 6-5, 252 lexi Dunbar ] 
Ranked No. 14 defensive lineman in the Southeast Region by Rivals 100.com rated No. 39 defensive UAS, Antwoine WR 63, 195 Memphis, TN Melrose | 
tackle nationally @ Had 121 career tackles, 10 quarterback and five fumbles caused @ As a senior, had SuperPrep ranked No. 21 defensive back nationally @ Rated No. 48 comerback nationally by Rivals100.com # 
41 tackles, wo quarterback sacks and two fumbles caused Four-year letterman. } PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 68 receptions for 1,348 yards and 14 touchdowns 
@ Hod 62 tackles, three interceptions and two fumbles recovered @ Three-year letterman in track. 
BURRESS, Leonard DB 5-11, 180 Memphis, TN Melrose | 
SuperPrep rated No. 21 defensive back nationally  PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ Ranked No. 48 comer- MOODY, Stephen OL 65,275 Pelham, AL Pelham 
back nationally by Rivals100.com @ All-State @ Hod 68 tackles, six interceptions, 10 passes broken up and Rated No. 24 player in Alabama by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All-Area @ Three-year starter. 
three fumbles recovered as a senior @ Hod 1,100 yards rushing and seven touchdowns. 
| | PARKER, Gerad WR 6-3, 205 Louisa Lawrence County 
CAUDILL, Jeremy DT 63, 301 Martin Prestonsburg | | All-State @ All-ime leading receiver in Kentucky history @ Four-year starter @ Had 238 career receptions for 
Parade All-American @ Rivals100.com ranked No. 26 defensive tackle nationally @ Rated No. 4 player in Ken- | | 4,736 yards and 52 s @ Had 65 receptions for 1,504 yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 
tucky and No. 28 player in the Southeast Region by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 7 defensive lineman in the South- 
east Region by PrepStar @ Four-year starter @ Hod 264 career tackles, 34 quarterback sacks and 14 fumbles ROBERTSON, DL 6-3, 308 Memphis, TN Melrose 
recovered @ Had 1,418 coreer rushing yards and 23 touchdowns. USA Teaty mention All-American @ PrepStor All-Southeast Region @ Rated No. 2 player in Ten- 
nessee and No, 31 defensive lineman nati by @ Rivals 100.com ranked No. 27 defensive tackle 
COOK, Tommy WR 6-0, 193 Victoria, TX Victoria Nationally ¢ All-State Four-year starter at defensive and offensive tackle @ As a senior, had 54 tackles. 
Two-time All-District Two-time All-Area @ Four-year starter @ Played quarterback as a senior @ Completed 64 
of 127 passes for 1,015 yards @ Had 622 yards rushing on 99 carries, averaged 6.2 yards per carry @ As a ROLUNS, Jason OL 6-5, 270 Mount Vernon, OH Mount Vernon 
sophomore, had 1,000 yards receiving and 15 touchdowns @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash. Rivals 100.com ranked No. 68 offensive lineman nationally # Rated No. 15 lineman in the Midwest oa 
@ All-State @ Conference of the Year # Had 93 tackles, including 12 for loss, seven quarterbac 
DOTTIN, Charis DB 5-10, 175 Texas on Texas City , seven fumbles caused and one blocked punt retuned for touchdown as a senior. 
Played quarterback in high school but projected as defensive back at Kentucky @ Led team fo 14-0 record and 
state championship as a senior @ Completed 62 of 125 passes for 743 yards and eight touchdowns # Had 650 SAGAILLE, Claude DB 5-10, 170 Evanston, IL Township 
yards rushing and nine touchdowns @ Three-year letierman in basketball Rated No. 19 comerback nationally by Rivals!00.com # PrepStar ranked No. 9 defensive back in the Midwest 


Region @ Two-time All-Conference @ Two-time Team Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had 98 tackles, five 


FLOWERS, Earven DB 5-10, 170 T , TX Temple interceptions and two fumbles recovered @ Hod 10 receptions for 212 and one touchdown. 
Secular Cand Toxo © Aes, had 9 reer ed dic in neces wah fre # Had 60 c= 
tackles and two blocked field goals as a junior @ Four-year letterman in basketball and track. SCOTT, Chad RB 5-10, 178 Plant City, FL Plant City 

| Three-yeor storter @ Hod 2,670 career rushing yards and 34 touchdowns, averaging 9.5 yards per carry 
HALL, Antonio OL 65,295 Canton, OH viger B Had 391 yards rushing and five touchdowns on 15 carries in one playoff game @ Runs 4.34 in the 40-yard 
Parade All-American # USA Today second-team All-American tad rated No. 3 offensive lineman and | dash @ Four-year letterman in track, 
No. 19 overall player nationally # Ranked No. 1 defensive tockle she Is100.com @ Rated No. 11 offensive | 
lineman nationally by PrepStor @ Had 67 tackles, including four , three quarterback sacks and hwo fum- | STEVENSON, Anthony ATH 5-11, 215 Memphis, TN Melrose 
bles recovered as a senior As a junior, had 86 tackles, including eight for loss @ Long snapper. SuperPrep rated No. 19 player in Tennessee Two-time All-State @ Had 1,493 yards rushing and 29 touch- 

downs as a senior # As a junior, had 1,700 yords rushing and 36 touchdowns Four-year letterman. 

HERMES, Justin WR 6-2, 188 Shreveport, LA Fence Can 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ Ranked No. 29 player in Louisiana by SuperPrep @ Helped team fo 60 consec- WYNN, Dustin K 6-6, 208 Middlesboro Middlesboro 
utive wins and four consecutive state championships @ Had 151 career receptions for 2,166 yards ond 21 Originally signed with Kentucky in 1999 @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ PrepStar All-Ameri- 
touchdowns @ As a senior, had 56 receptions for 773 yards and six touchdowns @ Four-year letterman in foot- can @ Two-time All-State # Made 10 field goals of 50 yards or longer during career @ As a senior, made 14 of 
ball @ Five-year letterman in baseball. 18 field goals, including state-record 57-yarder # 72 of 74 extra point attempls. 


AWOOKATTHEWILDGATS: 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(6-6, 4-4) ? ____ PASSING —_* Sept. 2 at Louisville 
f Att Comp Yarns Pct TD Int 
28 Louisville 56 | | Bonner 465 303 3266 65.2 26 13| | Sept. 9 South Florida 
= | | Simon 2 1 23 500 0 O 
45 epost 14 | Bistines Sept. 16 Indiana 
44 Indiana 35 NAME No YARDS Avc Le TD Fl id 
10 Florida 38 White 121 562 46 50 5 Sept. 23 Oe 
Homer 94 332 3.5 19 3 tL SAB 
31 heehee 20 Pinner 16 5 36 AOD Sept. 30 at Mississippi 
= Shanklin 12 47 3.9 W 0 
30 South Carolina 10 Beenie Oct. 7 South Carolina 
—— : Snare) | | oo conse 
~ n é 1 
34 Georgia 49 White 56 498431 «| OG 21 Georgia 
22 Mississippi State 23 Kast ao SME T), || ES 3 
Allen 25 2637 10;55_ 28 8 UN A Mississippi S 
19 Vanderbilt 17 DEFENSIVE LEADERS zi goa 
21 Tennessee 56 Tacxtes: Snedegar 84; McCree 68; Wajda 68; Gary 60. Nov. 11 Vanderbilt 
Music City BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Wajda 5; Kelly 3; Snedegar 2; McCree 2. 
13 Suroeise 20 QB Sacks: Johnson 5; Snedegar 4; Stewart 4 Nov. 18 at Tennessee 
y Tackues For Loss: McCree 11; Murphy 9; Massey 6. 
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and Mumme's “Air Raid” attack, Bonner 
led the SEC in six passing categories, 
including yards, touchdowns and effi- 
ciency. After holding off a spring practice 
challenge from highly-touted Jared Loren- 
zen, a former Kentucky Mr. Football, Bon- 
ner is positioned for an even bigger 
season this fall. 

“He had a good offseason,” 
Mumme said of Bonner, who beefed up 
to 220 pounds and exhibited 
improved arm strength in spring 
drills. “He's really stepped up and 
become a good leader.” 

What Mumme really liked is the 
way Bonner handled the spring 
challenge presented by the rifle- 
armed Lorenzen, a fan favorite since 
he signed with the Cats. 

“You lead the SEC in total 
offense and passing and you get 
us to a bowl game,” said Mumme. 
“Study Kentucky football history, 
that’s a pretty good year for a 
quarterback. Not many have done 
that. He did that, then | kind of 
matter-of-factly walked in and 
said, ‘Well, we're going to try and 
beat you out.’ 

“It never bothered him, never 
fazed him. He never said a word 
and was very supportive of Jared. 
He's just a real team guy.” 

That’s the way Bonner wants to 
be known, as a team guy who puts 
winning ahead of statistics. 

He worked in the offseason 
with strength and conditioning 
coach Marc Hill on exercises to 
strengthen his arm. He worked 
even harder on ways to strengthen 
his mind. 

Bonner said he watched “pretty 
much every play” from the 1999 
season, to review what he did right 
and learn from what he did wrong. 

“| want to get better at the 
mental side of the game, being 
able to check to my own plays bet- 
ter,” Bonner said. “Coach Mumme calls 
the plays, but if 1 see something better, | 
need to check out of it, and I’m getting 
better at that.” 

Bonner threw for 3,266 yards and 
26 touchdowns last season while com- 
pleting 65 percent of his throws. His 
goals for 2000? 

“To do the best | can to help the team 
win,” he said. “Wins are much more 
important than individual numbers. I'd 
rather win than throw for 300 yards and 
lose. It’s a team concept. Everybody on 
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this team feels that way.” 

How much better Bonner can do is 
dependent on a myriad of factors. 

The line must improve — last year the 
Cats surrendered 52 sacks. 

A big-play receiver must emerge to 
replace James Whalen, who last year caught 
90 balls for 1,019 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

And the running game needs to 
become enough of a factor to take pressure 


a 


FULLBACK DEREK HOMER IS THE “FEATURED” BACK IN 
MUMME’S PASS-FIRST, RUN-SECOND ATTACK. 


PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 
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ilar to what we did with Kip (Sixbery) last 
year. When (Hall) gets here, he'll be 
thrown into the fire. He’s definitely the 
guy for the future. | know that.” 

Sixbery took every snap last year at 
left guard as a true freshman. In the spring, 
however, he lost his starting job, in part 
because of the shake-up instituted to make 
room for Hall. Omar Smith was moved 
from right tackle to right guard and Josh 
Parrish moved from right guard to 
Sixbery’s spot on the left side. Matt 
Brown is set at left tackle, center 
Nolan DeVaughn is being pushed by 
Keith Chatelain and Matt Burke 
spent the spring at right tackle. 

There was even talk during the 
spring of redshirting Sixbery this fall. 

“We're just trying to keep Kip on 
his toes,” Morriss said. “He picked 
it up. | think he understands.” 

If Hall proves to be as good as 
advertised, the Cats can leave 
Smith at guard, giving them three 
guards who can play (Parrish, Smith 
and Sixbery) and a luxury they have 
rarely had under Mumme — some 
depth on the line. 

The Cats are deep at receiver, 
but are looking for one to stand 
out. The top candidate: Senior 
Quentin McCord. 

“He needs to rise and have the 
kind of year seniors are supposed to 
have,” said Mumme. 

Another senior in that boat is full- 
back Derek Homer, the “featured” 
back in Mumme’s pass-first, run- 
second attack. 

Each of the last two years, 
Mumme has predicted a 1,000- 
yard season for Homer. Each time 
he’s been disappointed. 

“I’m hoping he’s going to have 
the kind of year he came to Ken- 
tucky to have,” Mumme said. “The 
ball’s in his hands. He's gotta do it.” 

One area that took a big hit is spe- 


off Bonner and the receivers — last year’s 
rushing attack was one of the worst in Divi- 
sion I-A, averaging 75 yards a game. 

The line will be better, says line coach 
Guy Morriss. How much better remains to 
be seen. All five starters return, but that 
doesn't necessarily mean they’ll all start 
this season. 

Right tackle, for instance, is being 
held open for top recruit Antonio Hall. 

“He’s special,” said Morriss of Hall, 
who was rated among the top high school 
tackles in the country last fall. “It'll be sim- 


cial teams. All-SEC punter Andy 
Smith and kicker Marc Samuel are gone. 
Seth Hanson, who missed last year with a 
leg injury but was the kicker in '98 — his 
33-yarder on the final play beat LSU 39-36 
at Baton Rouge — could handle kicking and 
punting this fall. 

“We'll be OK there,” said Mumme. 

Another area Mumme feels good 
about is the defense, particularly the 
defensive experience. Nine starters return 
from a defense that last year paced the 
SEC in takeaways, led by McCree, junior 
defensive end Dennis Johnson and senior 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 


WR fr 510 172 Mosinee, WI 
3d AdelayoAgboke IB So. 0 200 Howstn, IX 
88 Dougie Allen WR ok 510 172 Lexingon 
76 Drew Ashcraft OT fr 65 299 Lexingon 

63 Cdleman Bornes SN So 511. 232 _Bordown 

4 Jed Basset “1B So «60 (192 Medllen, TX 
87 Mike Beirne WR Je 63-223 The Woodlands, TX 
29 Mike Beshoro BS 63 20 Dols 1K 
89 Bobby Blizzard “WR So 67 249 Homplon, VA 
3 Odavius Bond am Fr 61 mM Chicago, IL 
15 _Dusty Bonner Bk 62 217 _Vakdoso, GA 
& Jesse Borders OG So 64 270 Munkerdile 
“38 Jeremy Bowie CS «510 185 ‘Tyler, X 

72 Mat Brown OT Je 65 300 Horingen, TX 
7 Ned Brown WR So 60 170 Dowie 

32 Joel Bryon Hook 510 216 Bryon 
78 Mot Burke OT So 66 292 Schomburg, IL 
‘14 Matt Cosey OB Fr 6d 220 Shebbyile 
65 Keth Chatelain CS 65 310 Kenne, lA 

2 Quentvs Cumby FS So. G1 201 Clebume, X 
58. Aaron Daniel C St 63 270 Volporciso, FL 
82. Gomry Dovis WR S62 234 Foitbom, OH 
48 Jeremy Dovis HB So 63.230 Nerfolk, VA 
51 Chris Demaree DE ok ©4243 Lovinvle 

82. Gory Devs WR 62 211 Foibom, OH 
48 Jeremy Dovis HB So 63 230 -Nerok, VA 
“51. Chis Demoree DE ok «©6420 Levine 

57 Neon DeVoughn C ok 65 38 Cotin 

13 Conty Doyle Tk 60 177 lexngon 
86 Richard Evans lf oT fr 64 271 Dunconwille, TX 
79° Tramaine Goines OG So 64 312. LokeMory, FL 
80 Egor Gant TE So 63 206 West Homplen, NI 
7 Wile Gay SSS 510 195. Voldosto, GA 
33 Chris Gayton Bok =~ «62210 Monte, Quebec 
3% Kenneth Gront CB & 60 205 Austin, IX 
18 OisGrgby OES Gd 240 Som Antonio, IK 
7% ChorlesHomwrightll FS So. S-11(197 Clementon, NJ 
10 Seth Honson KP ok 62 (192 Delos, 1X 
94 Richard Hordin DT So 66 267 ovine 

V1 Ghose Horp TES 64 240 Donile 

7 Vincent Harrison WR Jt = 5-11 197 Gincinnati, OH 
39 Nick Heald CB ot = 59 183 Beoumont, TX 
84 Alex Herman wR 5-10 187 Union 

42 Derek Homer B “511 200 Fort Knox 
19. Gary Hughes WR ok 59161 ovis 

98 Justin Hutton K S064 195 Hammond, IN 


No, NAME Pos. Cass Hr. . HOMETOWN 
3B Gus Jacobs 18 60 225 ovis 

& Dovid Johnson SS So. 60 205 Virginia Beoch, VA 
56 Dennis Johnson DE ok «= 67-261 Harrodsburg 
55. Derrick Johnson Ck 62 308 Homociburg 
78 Mortez Johnson “So SIO. 195 Detra, M 
45 Me Korephoke So 60 29 Cincinnati, OH 
1 Anthony Kelly WR oe 511194 Compbelhon, FL 
2 EicKely @® k Sil 20 PonmoGy,A 
26 Norris Lone 1B So 61 205 _Naylr,GA 
41 Natt Loyow DES 4 244 Micmi, FL 
22 Joredloremen  -«@B_—sr.:«Ss GAS. Thomas 

25 Quentin McCord WR Se 510 195 LoGronge, GA 
30 Marlon McCree IBS = G1 198 Doytoro, FL 
93 Kyle McDufe WR Se 510 180 Tollohossee, FL 
75 Sjveser Mille OT «So. 5-302 Glenwood, 
59 Ryon Murphy (Bk «= 62-242 _CGincimal, OH 
92 Abin Noble WR Je 511196 Woipahu, Ht 
90 Glenn Pokulok P So &3 219 Lapeer, Mi 
71 kesh Ponish OG J 66 310  Westnille, OH 
73. Adrion Patton DE ik 4 235. Harrodsburg 
16 Mork Perry GBS 62 200 Chillcohe, OH 
40 Atose Pinner So. 511 210 Hophinwile 
5 Brod Pyot WR So 60 180 Anodo,CO 
93. John Roder DE Sr 6S 2k oxkscn 

8 Rennie Riley Bk 62 210 SonAnerio, TX 
81 Jimmy Robinson WR Sr 63. 199 Stone Mounion, GA 
45 John Robinson DT So 64 288 0. Washington, OH 
90 Brandon Sonders K Sr 61 166 Versailles 

53 Matt Schneider Bk 63 29 Gncmot,OH 
9 Nick Seitze DT fe 65 280 Convene, TK 
23. Kendrick Shona Hk 59 170 BotonRouge, lA 
70 Chis Sheehon DT ofr «G5 232 Levine 

3 Emes Simms WR So 58 168 W.Rebbins, GA 
& Kip Sabery OG So 64 317 Lilla, CO 
35 Derck Smah TS 66 259 SherGrow 
50 Grayson Smith DT S61 247 Sclyersvile 
74. Ona Sih OT S 63 24 Miromor,AL 
21 Derrick Totem BS 60 190 Shaker Heighs, OH 
24 Anthony Woide fk 64 195 Louisville 

SA Potrick Wells DT So 63 267  Fronkot 

27 Sond White Bk «©3215 Cincinnati, OH 
9 Jermaine White DE ok ©6620 Goinenvile, FL 
29 Patrick Wiggins SS © 60-197 Suwonee, GA 
89 Dasin Wynn KP fr 66 215 Middesboro 
Roster ond decth chart subjed to chonge. 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Dusty Bonner, Jr*/Jared Lorenzen, Fr 
FB Derek Homer, Sr*/Artose Pinner, So 
HB Kendrick Shanklin, Jr/Jeremy Davis, So 

WR Bobby Blizzard, So/Garry Davis, Sr* 


WR Jimmy Robinson, Sr/Brad Pyatt, So* 
“TE Derek Smith, So/Chase Harp, So 

in. Mait Brown, Jr*/: Sylvester Miller, So 
‘LG Kip Sixberry, So*/Keith Chatelain, So 
ire Nolan DeVaughn, Jr*/Aaron Daniel, Sr 
RG Josh Parrish, Jr*/Drew Ashcraft, Fr 


RT Omar Smith, Sr*/Matt Burke, So 
PK Brandon Sanders, Sr/Seth Hanson, Jr 


Matt Layow, Sr/Otis Grisgby, SO 

DT Richard Hardin, So/Richard Evans, Fr 

DT John Robinson, So/Nick Seitze, Fr 

DE Dennis Johnson, Jr*/Chris Demaree, Jr 
OLB Chris Gayton, Jr/Ronnie Riley, Jr 
MLB Ryan Murphy, Jr*/Jamal White, Jr 
OLB Marlon McCree, Sr*/Morris Lane, So 
Eric Kelly, Sr*/Jeremy Bowie, Sr 
Kenneth Grant, ‘Sr*/Derrick Tatum, So 
Willie Gary, Sr*/Patrick Wiggins, Jr 
Anthony Waijdo, Jr*/Quentus Cumby, So 


Seth Hanson, Jr/Dustin Wynn, Fr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


t's not often a quarterback leads 

the conference in six passing cate- 

gories, leads his team to a bowl, 
then opens spring practice battling for 
his job. 

But that’s where Dusty Bonner 
found himself. 

A promise is a promise, said coach 
Hal Mumme, who guaranteed highly- 
touted Jared Lorenzen he'd get a chance 
to challenge for the position. 

It was really no contest. Bonner 
posted more impressive numbers than 
Lorenzen and exhibited a better grasp of 
the offense. 

“It’s hard to beat experience,” 
Mumme said. “Jared’s going to be a 
great player. He’s just going to have to 
wait his time.” 

¢ Injuries took their toll on UK’s 
wide receiver depth last season. More 
bad news arrived in the spring. Garry 
Davis and Brad Pyatt were arrested 
when police were called to an off-cam- 
pus party — Davis for providing alcohol 
to minors and Pyatt for destruction of 
property — and both were suspended 
from the team. Their status for this fall is 
still up in the air. 

A broken arm suffered when he was 
hit by gunfire at a party sidelined wide 
receiver Jimmy Robinson in 1999 and 
nearly ended his collegiate career. 

Only a rare successful appeal to the 
NCAA for a sixth year of eligibility 
allowed Robinson to return for the 2000 
season, but now his participation is once 
again in jeopardy. While making a catch 
in a spring scrimmage, Robinson broke 
his arm in the same place. His status for 
the fall is uncertain. 

Starting fullback Derek Homer sat 
out the spring recovering from minor 
knee surgery. If he struggles, Mumme 
can turn to freshman Artose Pinner. 

Walkon defensive end/tackle Chris 
Sheehan, who signed with Boston Col- 
lege out of high school but never played 
for the Eagles, was making quite an 
impression on defensive coordinator 
Mike Major until going down with a sep- 
arated shoulder that required surgery. 
His status for the fall is in question. 

— Rusty Hampton 
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KENTUCKY Mis 


Expectations High Again For Johnson 


Dennis Johnson. 

He’s dealt with them since 
his prep senior season when he 
recorded 18 sacks and was named 
national Defensive Player of the Year 
by USA Today. 

The difference now is that Johnson 
is better equipped — physically and 
mentally — to live up to such billing. 
Even his coaches, who two years ago 
preached caution and patience, antici- 
pate a banner 2000 season from the 
junior defensive end. 

“He had a great bowl game. 

He finished out the season really well,” 
said coach Hal Mumme. “He’s a very 
unselfish player. He’s a great team 
player and | look for him to be a leader 
this year.” 

That's fine with Johnson, who 
became a starter midway through his 
freshman season and last year led the 
Wildcats with five sacks. 

“t expect this to be a super big year 
for me,” said Johnson. “I've had some 
time to get stronger and do some things 
| need to do.” 

The 6-6 Johnson says he’s bigger 
(265 po and estrone (360-pound 


F xpectations are nothing new for 


cornerback Eric Kelly. 

Safety David Johnson, who suffered a 
broken eye socket on the second play last 
season and didn’t play again, returns, cre- 
ating a logjam in the secondary. Leading 
tackler Jeff Snedegar is gone, but McCree 
is a big-play maker and Ryan Murphy is 
experienced at middle linebacker. 

“We're much deeper this year,” 
Mumme said. “We've got five safeties we 
feel real good about. We've got three cor- 
ners who have done well. Defensive end, 
it’s the same story. Linebackers, same deal.” 

The biggest hole is up front. The Cats 
are so inexperienced at tackle that end 
Grayson Smith and linebacker John Rader 
were thrown into the mix in the spring. 

If signee Dwayne Robertson qualifies aca- 
demically, he could start. 

Defensive coordinator Mike Major 
said his goal during the spring was to find 
some tackles (still a work in progress), 
develop depth and become the toughest 
defense UK has had under Mumme. 
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bench press maximum) than he’s been 
at any time since arriving at UK in the 
fall of ‘98. A wrist injury suffered 
playing high school basketball kept 
him out oft he weight room that first 
summer and fall, curbing his ability to 
gain strength. 

“He wasn’t quite as strong as 
everybody, but he still made plays as 
a freshman,” said defensive coordina- 
tor Mike Major. “And last year, almost 
every time we had a big play, Dennis 
was the guy doing it. He blocked a 
punt against Mississippi State. He 
blocked a field goal against Arkansas. 
He had two blocks in the bowl game. 
He was our sack leader.” 

In many programs, said Mumme, 
Johnson would have been redshirted 
as a freshman. 

“But we didn’t have that luxury 
here,” Mumme said. “Therefore, the 
expectation levels were probably a little 
unrealistic for him.” 

This year, they won't be. 

“You know it (high expectations) 
is going to be there,” said Johnson. 
“| went through it in high school. It 
just makes me want to produce that 
much more.” O 


“That’s something our team needed,” 
said Major. “We've gotten stronger. 
We've got speed. We've got guys who 


| E’VE JUST 

| GOT TO BE 
| PHYSICAL. 
WE’VE GOT TO START 
KNOCKING PEOPLE 


BACK. AT TIMES LAST 
YEAR, WE DIDN’T PLAY 
AS PHYSICAL AS WE 
NEEDED TO BE.” 


can run as fast as Tennessee ... and Florida 
.. and Georgia. We may not have quite 


“DENNIS JOHNSON IS A VERY UNSELFISH 
PLAYER. HE’S A GREAT TEAM PLAYER AND I 
LOOK FOR HIM TO BE A LEADER THIS YEAR.” 
SAID COACH HAL MUMME. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRIESHOP / SCHWARTZMAN PHOTOGRAPHY 


the numbers they have, but we've got 
guys who can run fast. 

“We've just got to be physical. We’ve 
got to start knocking people back. At 
times last year, we didn’t play as physical 
as we needed to be.” 

The Cats are making strides, said 
Mumme, in their attempt to catch up with 
Tennessee and Florida. “Athletically,” he 
said, “we've got a lot of recruiting to do 
before we're up with those guys or close 
to them.” 

But on the field, change is coming — 
slowly. Back-to-back bowl trips will do 
that to a team. 

“We're getting to the point,” said 
Mumme, “where our kids believe they 
can compete with them. When we first 
came here, the biggest thing was mental. 
All you had to do was say ‘Florida,’ and 
some of our guys had a nervous break- 
down. Now, the kids look forward to 
playing them.” 

— Rusty Hampton 
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or all the changes, LSU’s look 

remains forlomly familiar. There’s 

a new head coach again, lingering 
questions at quarterback, and another 
losing streak to reverse. 

Against such odds, Nick Saban has 
stepped in to try to jump-start a pro- 


tered misfortune in falling to Alabama and 
Georgia last season. Disdaining a chance 
to pass that could have stopped the clock, 
quarterback Josh Booty was tackled just 
short of the goal line as time expired in 
LSU’s 17-16 loss at Alabama. Booty’s 
two-point conversion pass against Geor- 


of the coaches,” Clark said. “The guys 
feel the coaches are intelligent ... 
There’s enthusiasm. There’s a chance for 
a new beginning.” 

Many at LSU may not have been 
familiar with Saban before his arrival, Clark 
said, but “he’s going to make a name for 


Coaching Change Brings New Enthusiasm 


gram that has endured eight losing 
records in the last 11 years, including 
two in a row that cost Gerry DiNardo his 
job. It was DiNardo who initially had put 
an end to LSU’s school-record six con- 
secutive losing seasons. 

Since 1980, LSU has hired seven head 
coaches. That’s only three less than the 
number of winning seasons LSU has expe- 
tienced during that time. Saban is the best 
paid of all, with an annual salary of $1.2 
million that ranks third nationally behind 
only Florida’s Steve Spurrier and Florida 
State’s Bobby Bowden. 

Despite all the Tigers’ woes, Saban 
still called LSU “a special place.” The 
Tigers do have a storied history that 
includes more than just their 1958 
national championship. They tied for their 
second consecutive Southeastern Confer- 
ence Westem Division title as recently as 
1997. But that didn’t count for anything 
last year when they finished on the bot- 
tom of the West at 1-7. 

They went 3-8 overall after having 
gone 4-7 the year before. 

In an effort to correct that, Saban said 
LSU must improve its “psychological dis- 
position” so as to allow it to display “the 
kind of competitive spirit we want to 
have.” In other words, Saban doesn’t want 
to see LSU lose after leading in the second 
half, as he said the Tigers have done nine 
times in the last two years. 

The hard-luck Tigers certainly encoun- 


JOSH BOOTY WILL FACE COMPETITION FOR 
HIS JOB IN FALL CAMP, THOUGH ROHAN 
DAVEY’S INJURY LEAVES HIM THE LEADING 
CANDIDATE TO EARN THE STARTING SPOT. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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gia was tipped away at the last instant in 
a 23-22 setback. 

“We want to have the best 22 players 
on the field, and try to teach the players 
what they need to do to be successful at 
their positions,” Saban said. “We have to 
teach the system to all the players... 
Coaching is teaching, and | like to teach. 
Teaching is the ability to inspire learning.” 

“We're so close to being great,” 
senior offensive tackle Louis Williams said. 
“People look at our record, and might not 
believe it, but we’re right there. There’s so 
little room for error.” 

Given all the adversity, LSU doesn’t 
lack for optimism. Junior free safety Ryan 
Clark said the Tigers are enthused with the 
new coaching staff, and Saban’s penchant 
for showing video of the Cleveland 
Browns during Saban’s stint as their 
defensive coordinator from 1991-94. 

“The first change is the confidence 


at a glance 


1999: 3-8 Overall; 1-7 SEC (6th West} 

(COACH: Nick Saban — At LSU: 0-0, First 
year, Overall: 43-26-1, 6 years 

‘RETURNING STARTERS: 18: 9 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OT Louis 
Williams, WR Jerel Myers, WR Reggie 
Robinson, OB Josh Booty, DE Jarvis 
Green, LB Treverance Faulk, LB Bradie 
James, FS Ryan Clark 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: No shortage 
of skill-position players, and an abundance 
of talented tight ends. Impressive young 


himself in the SEC, and | hope it starts 
with this team.” 

Saban’s low-key, professional man- 
ner stands in contrast to some of his 
recent predecessors, but it has led to no 
lack of interest in the public. LSU will 
unveil an expanded 91,600-seat Tiger 
Stadium this fall that will be the fifth- 
largest on-campus college stadium in 
America. Months before the Sept. 2 sea- 
son opener against Western Carolina, all 
70 luxury boxes had been sold. A return 
to LSU’s winning ways would generate 
that much more excitement. 

“We’ve been down so much, we’re 
ready to come out,” Williams said. Saban, 
48, said he favors a balanced offense and 
an aggressive bump-and-run defense, but 
will employ what best suits his players’ 
talents. Given the right quarterback, Saban 
said, “I’m excited about the opportunity, 
and the kind of offense | feel the team 
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IGERS*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot/ Couece Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CouEce 
ALEXANDER, Eric DB 63,190 Port Arthur, TX Austin LEON, Doniel OL 6-2, 305 St. Martinville St. Martinville 
Honorable mention All-State # AllMetro # Hod 1,782 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns as a senior @ Com- Times-Picayune Top 24 Blue Chip List @ All-State @ Three-year starter. 
pleted four passes for 151 yards @ Played quarterback cand running back @ As a junior, had 696 yards rushing . 
UVINGS, Nate OL 6-5, 305 Loke Charles Washington: 
ARMEUN, Jarvin DT 61,2 Sulphur Sulphur Dream Team @ Rated No. 2 offensive lineman in Lovisiona by SuperPrep @ Runner-u SE patetites 
Ee bir A Get Fecrtoa Pbidi’e Met rok had 72 tackles, including 13 for loss. | Valuable Player # All-Southwest Louisiana @ As a senior, had 124 ella cuonator ies, 
BUCKELS, Dorsett LB 60, 2: Amite LOUIS, Donriel WR 6-1, 170 Edgord West St. John 
All-State District Defensive Most Vleet Player fd 180 tockles, including 23 for loss, as a senior. Helped feam to state semifinals twice, including state championship as a junior @ Three-year starter @ Hod 40 
receptions for 600 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 17 tackles and one interception, 
COMEAUX, Kode OL 66, 305 Croke) 
PrepStar Dream Team # Rated No. 7 offensive lineman in the Southeast nary seetare Alsia lose MAYES, Adrian DB 6-2, 206 Houston, TX 
COA Be ke MOOS Hee eee iB Cantal e Thotdinen Se Deo ean USA Tk assets enon Akon's Poser Drees foarte karla a pike eae 
by SuperPrep Dallas Moming News Top 100. 
DAMOND, Erin WR 5-11, 175 bs Bogalusa 
PrepStar Dream Team @ SuperPrep ranked No. 12 sive back in Southeast Region @ Times-Picayune Top | MOSES, Travis DB 6-1, 200 Gonzales East Ascension 
24 Blue Chip List @ As a senior, had 75 tackles, five interceptions and three quarterback sacks. Two-time All-District @ Three-year starter # Had 697 yards rushing ond seven touchdowns on 94 carries as a 
| | senior © Hod 47 tackles ond ree fumbles caused @ Runs 4.3 in the 40-yard dash 
GAY, Randall RB 6-0, 185 Brusly Brusly 
Twortime All-District # All-State kick returner as a sophomore @ Had 1,047 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns | PARQUET, Derron RB 6-0, 205 Metairie Archbishop Rummel 
as a senior @ Caught three touchdown passes @ Two punts returned for touchdowns @ Four-year letterman. PrepStor Dream Team Rated No. 9 running back nationally and No. 2 running back in the Southeast Region 
By ae IEE DU taney Un 
HENDERSON, Devery FB 61,180 Opelousas Opelousas Advocate Super Dozen Team @ As a senior, had 2,211 yards rushing and 25 
PrepStar Dream Team @ Ranked No, 4 running back in Southeast Region by SuperPrep @ Atlanta Joumal-Con- 
stitution Super Southern 100 # The Advocate Super Dozen Team # Times-Picayune Top 24 Blue Chip List # All | PETERMAN, Stephen TE 6-5, 265 Waveland, MS St. Stanislaus 
Stote @ As a senior, had 1,322 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns on 196 carries. | Ranked No. 18 player in Mississippi by SuperPrep @ PrepStar Dream Team @ All-State  Two:time All-District 
@ Had 14 receptions for 150 yards and one touchdown as a senior. 
HENRY, Chris DE 6-6, 275 Houston, TX 
Honoree menion A'S @ AlMero # Treyear sre Hod 6 odes nd 125 quack sacks ox RANDALL, Marcus QB 6-3, 215 Baton Rouge Glen Oaks 
a senior, Honorable mention All-Slate @ All-Metto # Two-year starter # As a senior, completed 69 of 144 passes for 
1,117 yords ond 12 touchdowns @ Student body president. 
HIXON, Drew WR 6-0, 180 Kennesaw, GA Harrison 
All-County @ Asa senior, had 54 receptions for 750 yards and 13 touchdowns Four-year letterman. | | RYES, Jorvus LB/DPR 6-3, 235 loreauville loreauville 
| Times-Picayune Top 24 Blue Chip List @ Two-time All-State @ Had 188 tackles, five quarterback sacks, hwo fum- 
HUNT, Jock WR Ruston bles recovered ee: one interception as a senior Played fullback, defensive end and deep snapper. 
Troe Peis Top 01 Ge Chir ld ¢ Homcroble ean Gee 4 Hoel 487 yok nakieg nd 10 touch | 
downs on 55 carries as a senior @ Had 11 receptions for 287 yards and two touchdowns. TURNER, Lionel LB 63, 225 Wolker Walker 


SuperPrep rated No. 14 linebacker in Southeast Region # All-State @ Three-time All-District @ As a senior, had 


JOHNSON, Rudy DB 60, 190 Kentwood Kentwood 60 tackles, six quarterback sacks, two fumbles recovered and one interception. 
PrepStar ranked No, 2 safety in Lovisiana @ Times-Picayune Top 24 Blue Chip List @ Two-time All-State at two | 
positions @ Helped team to championship game four consecutive years . WEBSTER, Corey QB 6-0, 180 Grome St, Jome: 

Times-Picayune Top 24 Blue Chip List # Honorable mention vA State # District Offensive Most Veluable Player 
JONES, John Paul DT 6-2, 275 Carencro Corencro @ Hod 1,000 dai possing, 500 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns as a senior 
Ranked No, 2 defensive lineman in Louisiana by PrepStar # Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Southern 100. 

| WEST, Brod DT 6-3, 272 Gurley, AL Madison County 

JONES, Marvin DB 5-10, 225 Hammond Hammond Twottime All-State @ Finalist for sore Defensive Lineman of the Year. 
Times-Picayune Top 24 Blue Chip List @ Two-time All-State @ Two-time District Most Valuable Player 
‘ YANEZ, Marcus LB 6-0, 210 Bastrop 
LAVALAIS, Chad DE 6-3, 280 Marksville Marksville Ranked No. 16 linebacker in the Southeast Region by Sy sper ® @ All-State @ Hod 108 Poche, three quorter- 
Rated No. Reta debe cient ge i @ The Advocate Super Dozen Team @ All-State | back sacks, three fumbles caused, ry pa gg A interceptions as a senior # Had 38.6 yard 
tight end as senior All-District on offense a 


punting average @ Second-team All-State punter as a junior, averaging 42 yards per punt 


AWOOKCATMHHEMIGERS 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 1-7) PASSING Sept. 2 Western Carolina 
s Come Yarps Pct TD _Inr 
29 San Jose State 21 162 1830 486 7 19 Sept. 9 Houston 
| 31 491 «596A 
52 North Texas 0 RUSHING Sept. 16 — at Auburn 
YARDS 
7 Auburn 4] Sept. Phe: UAB 
= a ede a3" | Sept. 30 Tennessee 
10 Florida 31 
Oct. 7  atFlorida 
5 Kentucky 31 : 
Oct. 14 — Kentucky 
16 Mississippi State 17 ie ee 
23. Mississiovi 42 Robinson 25 362. IASue Gime Ss Oct. 21 Mississippi State 
ISSISSIPPL Royal 19 nae a ee 
17 Albome x Nev. 4 _ Aba 
Tacktes: Clark 110; Smith 99; LeBlanc 68; Mitchell, K. 68. Nov. 1] t Mississippi 
7 Houston 20 InteRcePTIONS: Clark 3; Roman 2; Davis 2; Leleune2; LeBlanc 2. \" Rote, 
QB Sacks: Green 7; Mitchell, J. 5; Mitchell, K. 3; James 3 
35 Arkansas 10 Tacktes For Loss: Mitchell, J. 13; Green 12; Mitchell, K. 12. Nov. 25 at Arkansas 
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could have.” 


LSU started three quarterbacks last season, with Booty having 
started seven times during the Tigers’ school-record eight-game 
losing streak. Booty, a junior, threw a school-record 19 intercep- 


tions while completing 162 of 333 
passes for 1,830 yards and seven 
touchdowns. The much-ballyooed 
Booty returned to football last sea- 
son after a five-year absence while 
playing baseball in the Florida Mar- 
lins organization. 

Junior Craig Nall played the first 
half of the season opener, but 
appeared only briefly after that, and 
finished the season at wide receiver. 
Junior Rohan Davey started twice, 
and replaced Booty in the season 
finale, leading the Tigers’ to a 35-10 
victory over Arkansas. But Davey 
tore the anterior cruciate ligament in 
his knee during an offseason charity 
basketball game. He underwent 
major reconstructive surgery, and 
won’t return any earlier than some- 
time in the fall. 

“What | see is that each quar- 
terback had an opportunity to play, 
and each quarterback dicin’t play 
extremely well at some time dur- 
ing the season,” Saban said. 
“Rohan played extremely well 
against Arkansas.” 

The quarterback will be “impor- 
tant to what we do offensively,” 
Saban said, “because what we do 
depends on how much the guy can 
handle. At that position, we’re not 
going to ask a player to do things 
he can’t do.” 

No matter who gets the starting 
nod, Saban said Davey will have a 
chance to compete for the position 
when he returns. “Things get 
decided, and they get changed,” 
Saban said. 

Offensive coordinator Jimbo 
Fisher is part of a revamped coach- 
ing staff that includes only one 
holdover in running backs coach 


Mike Haywood. Fisher gave Cincinnati an explosive offense last 
season, and before that spent six years at Auburn. He’s joined by 
two other former Auburn assistants in offensive line coach Rick 
Trickett and defensive line coach Pete Jenkins, who gained a rep- 
utation for his expertise at LSU from 1980-90. 

Trickett tried to recruit Williams out of Fort Walton Beach, Fla., 
and in turn, Williams said Tricket is “a great line coach. He works 
real hard, and he gets the best out of us. | feel we’re going to the 


next level.” 


It didn’t take Fisher long to gain Williams’ attention, either. 
“He’s doing great things with the quarterbacks,” Williams said. 
“He knows what he’s doing, and how to teach it. The quarter- 
backs all have great arms. They just need fine-tuning.” 
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The Tigers are blessed with “some talented skill players,” 


RYAN CLARK LED THE TEAM IN TACKLES FROM HIS FREE SAFETY 
SPOT LAST SEASON WITH 110 STOPS. HE ALSO INTERCEPTED 
A TEAM-HIGH THREE PASSES. 

PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


starting fullback. 


Saban said, including sophomore wide receiver Jerel Myers, who 
caught an SEC freshman-record 64 passes last season. Junior wide 
receiver Reggie Robinson battled through a host of injuries to 


catch a team-high three touchdown 
passes. Senior wide receiver Abram 
Booty finished second behind 
Myers with 26 receptions for 374 
yards and two touchdowns. 

“Everybody feels good about it,” 
Myers said of the coaching change. 
“We’re going to take it from there, 
and make something happen and 
build on it.” 

LSU has a plentiful, but gimpy, 
tight end corps. Senior Robert 
Royal caught 19 passes for 143 
yards and a touchdown despite 
missing one game with an injury. 
Junior Kyle Kipps started the first 
three games only to miss the final 
eight with a back injury sustained 
off the field. Junior Joe Domingeaux 
missed the entire 1998 season with 
a knee injury. 

The offensive line was ravaged, 
as well, last season, with the 6-5, 
291-pound Williams serving as its 
mainstay. Williams started all 11 
games at left tackle, giving him 22 
consecutive starts over two sea- 
sons. Junior center Jason Under- 
wood gained access to a starting 
berth because of an injury to some- 
one else. Junior right guard Jason 
Baggett, a converted tight end, 
became a late-season replacement, 
with senior Brandon Winey playing 
all but two games at right tackle. 

What’s missing from previous 
years is a dangerous running attack 
that at one time featured LSU all- 
time leading rusher Kevin Faulk, 
Cecil Collins and Rondell Mealey. 
Mealey completed his career last 
season and is one of only two 
offensive starters missing from 
a year ago. 

Sophomore tailback Domanick 


Davis proved himself to be versatile, finishing second both in 
tushing yardage (274) and all-purpose yards (1,052). Senior 
Tommy Banks returns for his fourth, and final year, as the 


If Saban makes an imprint on LSU, it figures to be defensively. 
That’s his speciality, and what gained him notice both in the NFL 
and in the previous five years at Michigan State. New defensive 
coordinator Phil Elmassian, formerly Wisconsin’s defensive backs 


coach, said he was impressed with Saban when the two worked 


in the Big Ten Conference. 


“I was going to come down here to visit, even if he didn’t 
hire me, just to leam from him,” Elmassian said. 
Saban makes no qualms about being a hands-on coach, par- 
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Pos. Cuass Hr. Wr. 


. HOMETOWN 


17 Bubba Alexander —sIBSSr_—« 62217 Shreveport 32_ Jeremy lawrence BS 62 20 
54 Kenderck Allen DS 66 0 Bogda 30. Sdomon lee TS 61 20 
36 Resse Anglete Bf Si 22 Gor | “3% Nomonleleme Bs 50 ‘8B 
77_Joncdhan Autrey O fr 63 Wi Ceo “13 Grodlewis mK So 59 I 
69 Jaxon Bogget OL kt 6S 283 Bayon, IK 82 Michod Lilie Bo oS 63 28 
43 Tommy Bonks BS 60 271 West Monroe 22 RyonMiles mK of 59 170 
91 Muskingum Bomes -DL_—sr_ = &:2 269 Mess Point, MS 97 KoremMikhel == L488 
G7 Bhan Bech WR fr 61180 Sided 15 Wolter Morehom Bok 6 ™ 
1 Fred Booker DB Se 510 188 Hommond 3 GodMiler WR O59 175 
88. Abrom Booty WR S62 191 Shreveport 3_Jecel Myers WR So 51) 180 
14 Jesh Booty QB ot 63 224 Shrewport 16 Craig Noll G ok 64 218 
45 _Trovs Bourgeois So S11 22 Gramercy 62 DovidNedoer OO fr 60 28 
26 Jeremy Brown WR fr 59 176 Meridin, MS 2B TerenceOfyot = OB S327 
35. Jeremy Burnham FB Fr 510192 Baton Rouge 49 Ryon O'Nedl B %& 60 2 
83 Jock Casanova WR Fr 511177 Crowkey 19 Shane Oodle Bk 510 18 
2 Ryon Clark DB ok «| S11 185 Marrero 65. Emie Onjla OQ of Sil 29 
16 Ross Cockrell Pfr 61186 Clinton 24 Ele Porker BS Si 2 
“B Seghen Col ——DBsr~—«S10 ‘198 NewOrleons “48 Deryell Paterson DB ofr Sl) 168 
“64 WinComplon Lr = 285 Balen Rouge 50 Brandon Peterson SNP S60 215 
42 Chris Cooper 1B SSI) 226 Honey 90. Tery Philips Df 66 2% 
40_John Corbell PK So S11 218 ohoyete 78 Dwoyne Perce Oo + 63 32 
21. Mathew Curis DB Fr S11 185 River Ridge 25 Josh Reed WR So Sil 198 
89 EdDangerield WR ok 65 212 Mergon Cy G0 Radney Reed O ff 64 ZI 
6 RebonDowy Bk 63237 Mini, FL_ 94 _ Mehin Richey Xf 64 
“31 Domonick Dovis RB So 510 207 _Brecux Bdge 62. Loree Rckner DD of 63 2 
“9 RebertDovs Bk ~—«S10 184 Shreveport 4 Reggje Robinson WR ok 62 194 
96 Byron Dowson _DL__So_62 _298_Shrevepor 86 _ Robert Royol eS 65 _ wm 
87 koeDomingeax TE ik «= 65-266 Crowby TR RbSde CK COG OS 
‘52 Thermos Denson B28 Spring TK 43 _ ohn Shensly ee el ae 
T2_Michod Duis LFS 263_Lhyete 74_ Brod Snaling A S 67 2 
47 Eric Edwords TE Fr 65248 Monroe 41 Olver Smith DBS $7 155 
_34_Treveronce Fouk B So 63 225 ohoyete 4b Wordel Sykes a i 2) 
27 _Wike Feetenot WR Fe 510173 Tomball X 99 ChorlesThomas DL «SAB 
OL So 66 337 _Oceon Spring, MS 28 Lonel Thomas DB ok 8660 1% 
DL So 6&2 276 New Orleons AL KyleThompon DBS SIT (186 
DL Fr 62314 _Donclbonnile 41 LeBrondon Toeield = RBs «SGD 2A 
Dk 63259 Denathiomile 38 Trey Tiplete Bf 60 210 
Bk 61229 Donddtonile 79 JowonUnderwood = OL A265 
DB fr 59167 Aahyete 31 Tony Vosila mB oe 58 (167 
WR oF S11 185 Natchitoches 89 Marcus Whity B oF 62 m9 
1B St 2213 Mercerlslond, WA 39 Broderick Wifioms = BS G2 224 
BF 60 204 BotonRage 70. tovis Waions Oo & 65 Bf 
DB So S11 172 Kentwood 39 Roger Willems WR S 58 17% 
DL Fe S10 310 Monroe 68 Brandon Winey Oo & 67 w% 
HBS 0 5 5S) 2 2 Wied Nos JU Beye Wig = EL AR Ee 
DB So 51) 190 Corencro 98 Shaun Wynn DL So 61 282_‘Tyh 
WR ok 61190 Galena Pork, IX 76 Beb Wynne OL So 64 2 
‘Pfr 6321) _BatonRowge 57 Wendell Yok SP So SI 192 
12k PK ok 61194 Longwood, FL 65 John Young A & 63 Ww 
85 Kyle Kings Ek Gh 261 _Iohoyete_ = 
75. Trey Longley OA Ss 65 292 Bice Rosey ond depth chart subject o change 
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QB Josh Booty, Je*/Craig Nall, Jr ox 
RB = Domanick Davis, So/LaBrandon Toefield, Fr 


RB Tommy Banks, Sr*/Michael lillie, Sr 


WR ss Jerel Myers, So* /Abram Booty, Sr. 


Kareem Mitchell, Sr*/Kendrick Allen, So 
Howard Green, Jr/Melvin Richey, Fr 


DE Jarvis Green, Jr°/ Terry Phillips, So 


RT Jason Baggett, Jr*/Brandon Winey, Sr* 


PK John Corbello, So*/Kris Kessler, Jr 


FS Ryan Clark, Jr*/Lionel Thomas, Jr 


P Donnie Jones, Fr 


Muskingum Barnes, Jr*/Byron Dawson, So 


WR Reggie Robinson, Jr*/Josh Reed, So OLB _Bradie James, So/Bubba Alexander, Sr 
TE Joe Domingeaux, Jr*/Eric Edwards, Fr 1B Treverance Faulk, So*/Thomas Dunson, Jr 
iT Louis Williams, Sr*/Brad Smalling, So -—— Ow Jeremy Lawrence, So/Broderick Williams, So 
LG Bob Wynne, So/Dwayne Pierce, Jr cB Robert Davis, Jr*/Damien Jomes, So 
c John Compton, Sr/Jason Underwood, Jr* CB Fred Booker, Sr*/Demetrius Hookfin, S61 
RG Trey Langley, Sr/Rodney Reed, Fr Sout ‘Terrence O'Bryant, Jr/Norman LeJeune, So* 
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SPRING UPDATE _ 


eaving nothing to chance, first- 

year coach Nick Saban spelled 

out his policy for media coverage 
before workouts began. Reporters weren't 
allowed to watch practice after stretch 
periods and individual drills. Saban also 
limited the number of days he would meet 
with the media after practice. 

In addition, he strongly curtailed the 
number of boosters who were allowed into 
practice. Saban said his regular-season 
approach will remain the same. It is the 
most severe limitations in memory at LSU. 

“That's the way I’ve always done it,” 
said Saban, who coached the previous five 
years at Michigan State, and has been an 
assistant in the NFL. 

Former coach Gerry DiNardo, who 
was fired after last season, ran into trouble 
last year when he briefly closed practice 
after a 23-22 loss at Georgia. DiNardo 
explained that the presence of the internet 
forced him to take such action because too 
much detailed information about LSU was 
being posted. 

e Junior quarterback Craig Nall threw 
the javelin for the track and field team, but 
not during spring practice. In his first 
effort, Nall tossed the javelin 214 feet for 
the sixth-best throw in school history. 
Saban said he welcomes two-sport 
athletes, but those new to his football pro- 
gram can only miss practice to compete 
in meets. 

* Injuries forced senior tight end 
Robert Royal (knee) and junior wide 
receiver Reggie Robinson (hamstring) to 
miss several workouts. Junior Kyle Kipps 
was moved from tight end to defensive 
end, but played both positions in the first 
scrimmage because of the lack of depth 
at tight end. 

¢ Freshman walkon wide receiver Jack 
Casanova from Crowley, La., has a rich 
LSU background. His father, Tommy, was 
an All-American safety for the Tigers from 
1969-71, and later played for the Cincin- 
nati Bengals. 

* Cousins Howard and Jarvis Green 
find themselves on the same starting 
defensive line for the first time in three 
years after having teamed together at Don- 
aldsonville (La.) High School. Jarvis, a 
junior end, played the previous two years 
at LSU. Howard, a a junior tackle, is 
a first-year transfer from Southwest Missis- 
sippi Junior College. 

— Dave Moormann 
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Myers’ Success Formula — Play a Lot, Catch a Lot 


i Jide receiver Jerel Myers has 
\A # asimple explanation for how 
¥ VY he managed to make a 
Southeastern Conference freshman- 
record 64 receptions last season. 

“I guess | just played every week,” 
he said. “The rest of the receivers were 
hurt every week.” 

It’s true Myers was LSU’s only 
receiver to have started as many as 10 
games, but resiliency is only part of his 
package. He also showed an unflap- 
pable maturity for his age and a knack 
for producing when needed. A quarter- 
back at Madison High School in Hous- 
ton, the 5-11, 180-pound Myers was 
determined to be a college receiver. 

“| really liked playing quarterback, 
but it was too much responsibility,” he 
said. “I just like making big plays.” 

The versatile Myers did just that last 
season when he finished as LSU’s lead- 
ing receiver in both catches and yards 
(854). In addition to a pair of touchdown 
receptions, he scored on a 60-yard 
reverse and finished with six carries for 
50 yards. He also returned 12 kickoffs 
for an average of 18 yards per return, 


ticularly with the defensive backs. “I like 
to coach players,” he said. “That’s the fun 
part for me.” 

LSU returns eight starters from a 
defense that has struggled the last two 
years and allowed an average of 23.5 
points and 349.1 yards per game last sea- 
son. Junior end Jarvis Green battled 
assorted injuries to amass a team-high 
seven quarterback sacks for minus-42 
yards. Senior end Kareem Mitchell, at 6-4, 
258, returms as the top tackler among the 
linemen with 68 total stops. Junior Musk- 
ingum Barnes played in every game last 
season, and started the last eight at nose- 
guard while making 47 tackles. 

Saban said he was “pleased with the 
corps of linebackers and their maturity. 
They’ve grabbed on and tried to 
improve.” That comes as no surprise. 
Sophomore Treverance Faulk, a 6-3, 225- 
pound cousin of Kevin Faulk, started the 
final eight games.and tied for third in total 
tackles with 68. Sophomore Bradie James 
didn’t start, but he was one of two players 
to register a statistic in seven different 
defensive categories. 


and led LSU in all-purpose yards with an 
average of 101.8 per game. 

It’s no wonder he made both the 
Freshman All-American first team and 
the Freshman All-SEC squad. 

“| hope to make All-American 
again and the All-SEC team,” he said. 
“| want to help us get some wins and 
go to a bowl.” 

Myers was one of LSU’s few bright 
spots last season when it struggled to 
a 3-8 record that cost Gerry DiNardo 
his job. It didn’t take new coach Nick 
Saban long to realize that the sopho- 
more speedster is “a young player 
with talent.” 

Myers caught at least four passes in 
every game but one last season at split 
end, including a career-high 13 
against Auburn. He averaged 77.6 
yards receiving per game, and ranked 
second in the SEC in receptions, and 
27th nationally. 

“| just tried to help out as much as 
| could during the season,” Myers said. 

“As it turned out, | ended up with 
64 catches ... | played every week, 
and the numbers added up.” 


Sophomore Norman LeJeune may 
well move to strong safety after playing 
drop linebacker in the Tigers’ former 
scheme. The 6-0, 188-pound Lejeune fin- 


FIER YEARS OF 
INEFFICIENCY, LSU 

a] FINALLY FOUND AN 

ABLE PLACEKICKER IN SOPHO- 


MORE JOHN CORBELLO, WHO 
MADE NINE OF 12 FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS AND ALL 21 OF HIS 
EXTRA POINT TRIES. 


ished second in interceptions with two, 
and reached double-figures in tackles four 
times. He collected 67 total tackles. 
Junior left cornerback Robert Davis, 
and right cornerback Fred Booker are two 
of “the most athletic” players in the SEC, 
said Clark, who led the team in tackles 


JEREL MYERS AVERAGED 77.6 YARDS 

RECEIVING PER GAME, AND RANKED 

SECOND IN THE SEC IN RECEPTIONS, 
AND 27TH NATIONALLY. 


PHOTO BY SCOTT HALLERAN / ALLSPORT 


from his free safety spot last season with 
110 stops. He also intercepted a team- 
high three passes. 

“That’s why | was able to make 
plays,” Clark said, “because nobody 
wanted to go against their (Davis and 
Booker) coverage.” 

After years of inefficiency, LSU finally 
found an able placekicker in sophomore 
John Corbello, who made nine of 12 field 
goal attempts and all 21 extra point tries. 
The Tigers must now find a punter after 
Corey Gibbs capped his career with 
a 43-yard average. Redshirt freshman 
Donnie Jones is the most likely candidate. 

“We’re just so excited to be starting 
over again and learning new plays and 
techniques,” Williams said. 

“It’s like making a new friend,” Clark 
said of the change in attitude. Saban isn’t 
so worried about the Tigers’ suspect 
past, as he is invigorated by what he 
considers a bright future that includes 
having LSU become “one of the top pro- 
grams in the country” and a perennial 
Western Division contender. 

— Dave Moomann 
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he Ole Miss Rebels have spent 

enough time in Shreveport, La., the 

last couple of years to qualify as 
tour guides for the city. Now, the Inde- 
pendence Bowl champions of 1998 and 


1999 are looking for a different bowl des- 
tination, preferably one where the palm 


OLE MISS 


REBELS 


The Rebels lost 17 seniors off their 
1999 club, but there’s plenty of retuming 
talent. If the Rebels can buckle down and 
make the key plays to finish games, they 
could be prominent in the SEC West race. 

“We’ve made a lot of strides as a 
football team,” Miller said. “I feel we’re 


arm that has produced 25 touchdown 
passes the last two years, could be 
primed for a terrific year. He is entering 
his second season in the Cutcliffe system 
after being forced to change offenses 
halfway through his Rebel career because 
of a coaching change. 


High-Scoring Rebs Eye New Year’s Bowl Date 


trees sway. 

“We’re looking to take it to another 
level,” senior quarterback Romaro Miller 
said. “This is going to be a big year in 
terms of where the program is headed.” 

Indeed, it is. The Rebels have had 
three consecutive bow! wins, two Top 25 
finishes and 23 overall victories in the past 
three years. But they’ve yet to have better 
than a .500 Southeastern Conference 
record over that span and they haven’t 
been able to crack the January bowl lineup. 

With Miller and preseason All-Ameri- 
can tailback Deuce McAllister leading the 
way, the Rebels believe they can take that 
next bold step up the ladder of success. 
In last year’s 8-4 season, the four losses 
were by a combined 15 points. Three of 
those losses came after Ole Miss had 
leads of seven, eight and 14 points in the 
fourth quarter. 

“We're never afraid of expectations,” 
Ole Miss second-year coach David Cut- 
cliffe said. “We believe in ourselves and 
we have some big-time playmakers on 
both sides of the ball. So, you don’t shy 
away from expectations. 

“I will say, from a realistic standpoint, 
that we have to become a really solid 
team physically on the interior of both 
lines before I’m ready to say we can do 
this or do that. We’re going to be playing 
with some youth and inexperience at 
some very physical positions. In this 
league, that’s sometimes difficult to do.” 


ROMARO MILLER, A 6-1 QUARTERBACK WITH A 


STRONG ARM THAT HAS PRODUCED 25 TOUCH- 


DOWN PASSES THE PAST TWO YEARS, COULD 
BE PRIMED FOR A TERRIFIC YEAR. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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ready for the challenge.” 

Under Cutcliffe, the Rebels have 
worked hard to become a more physical 
team. That was evident last year when 
they led the SEC in rushing and played 
strong against the run. 

This year, Cutcliffe wants to see better 
play on both sides of the line when the 
football is in the air. 

“We need to throw it better, defend 
the pass better and do what we did in the 
tunning game on both sides of the ball,” 
Cutcliffe said. 

The Rebels completed 55 percent of 
their passes last year and Cutcliffe has 
raised the bar. His goal is a 60 percent 
completion mark this year and Miller is 
the man who can make that happen, 
along with what figures to be an overall 
improved receiving corps. 

Miller, a 6-1 quarterback with a strong 


at a glance 


1999: 8-4 Overall; 4-4 SEC (T/3rd West] 

COACH: David Cutcliffe — At Ole Miss and 
Overall: 9-4, | year (plus 1998 bowl 
game} 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 7 Offense, 
5 defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Deuce McAl- 
lister, RB Joe Gunn, OB Romaro Miller, WR 
Grant Heard, LB Eddie Strong, DE Derrick 
Burgess, PK Les Binkley, FS Syniker Taylor 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Excellent 
offensive playmakers and an offensive line 
that should be among the best in the SEC. 


“Romaro’s decision-making is so 
much quicker now that he has had a year 
in this offense,” Cutcliffe said. “He’s doing 
all the things necessary to put the other 
10 players in position to be successful. 
Romaro throws the ball as well as any- 
body around. He’s stronger and he’s 
faster. | think we will be able to use his 
athleticism to our advantage even more 
so than in the past.” 

The Rebels also feel good about their 
quarterback depth. Redshirt freshman Eli 
Manning, the son of former Rebel legend 
Archie Manning, gained knowledge and 
strength during his 99 redshirt season 
and junior David Morris is coming off 
a strong spring. 

“Eli and David will have to prepare 
themselves every day of every week as 
if they are going to start the game,” Cut- 
cliffe said. “As a backup quarterback, 


Placekicker Les Binkley knows how to keep 
the scoreboard blinking. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defensive 
front is largely untested after graduation 
hit hard at the tackle spots. Outside line- 
backing and defensive backfield must jell 
ina hurry. 

OVERVIEW: The Rebels have a lot of 
answers on offense, but a lot of questions 
on defense. They'll probably have to win 
some wild, high-scoring games to get 
where they want to go, which is toa New 
Year's Day bowl game. Or beyond. 
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EBELS*RECRUITING 


Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouleGe 


ANDERSON, Charlie L 6-4, 220 Jackson Provine 
All-Metro @ Helped team to state runner-up finish @ As a senior, had 18 receptions for 240 yards and four 
touchdowns Had 10 quarterback sacks @ Lettered in football, track and soccer 


BOOTH 


Name / Position 


|, Daniel L 6-4, 260 Amory fone 
All-Dixie All-State @ Hod 72 tackles, including 38 solo, 17 tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks, 

two recovered and one fumble caused as a senior @ As a junior, had 117 tackles, including 23 for loss, 

five quarterback sacks and one interception returned for touchdown. 


BUCKLES, Doug L 6-5, 275 Madison Madison Central 
USA Today second-team All-American and Mississippi Player of the Year @ PrepStar Dream Team # SuperPrep 
All-American @ Rated No. 1 player on Clarion-Ledger Top 40 @ Helped team to 15:0 record 


BURGESS, Rodney B 6-2, 180 Del Ray Beach, FL Hutchinson JC 

Has three years of eligibility remaining # Junior college All-Conference @ As a sophomore, had 14 tackles, 18 
passes up and one interception returned 55 yards for a touchdown # Prep All-State All-Conference. 
CAMPBELL, Jomes L 6-6, 290 Olive Branch Olive Branch 


PrepStar All-American # SuperPrep All-Dixie @ All-State # Hod 56 tackles as a senior @ Graded 80 percent on 


blocking assignments @ Three-year letterman in football @ Four-year letterman in track 


COLUNS, Chris B 6-2, 190 Lil Amite County 


receiving yards and 34 touchdowns @ As a senior quarterback, led team to playoffs @ Had 550 yards rushing 
+ 30 of 60 passes for 350 yards. 


DUCKING, Johnny B 6-4, 240 Greenville Greenville 
SuperPrep All-Dixie # All-State @ All-District # Had 100 tackles and nine quarterback sacks as a senior # Had 
235 career tackles, 20 quai socks and seven fumbles recovered @ Team captain 


SereiieA peed Pe Rowsker ie Hod 

American Dream Team # Gai Year @ 174 career 
fons for 2,623 yards and 23 touchdowns, setting class record for receptions # Had 201 career rushing 
evehsc min 75 receptions for 1,060 yards and 10 touchdowns @ Four-year letterman in football. 


FRYFOGLE, Trey B 6-2, 180 Lucedale George County 

PrepStar All-American  SuperPrep All-Dixie  Second-team All-State Two-time All-Area @ Had 3,070 
career all-purpose yards @ Kickoff and return specialist # Had 34 receptions for 700 yards and 12 touchdowns 
as a senior @ Had 90 tackles and six interceptions @ Four-year letterman in football and track. 


pricalyatiriey pinakas " Riccar bod Heielt ook i 
State @ team fo state championship # During three-year career, had 91 receptions for 1,505 ya 
Pass baie Chae ts aks l A2 aeons bord eaca and sores Rosia 


HORNE, Tavarus B 6-1, 195 Hattiesburg Hattiesburg 
SuperPrep All-Dixie  Second-team All-State Two-time All-District # Had 60 tackles, two interceptions, 17 
passes broken up, one fumble caused and one blocked field goal as a senior. 


RA eee 63,300 Naw Oreos UA ds (MS) Cc aie 
ric in spring practice As a junior college sophomore, had 66 tackles and hwo quarterback sacks # 
Has Neo years ofelihly @ Prop AllDisrict# Alt Metro @ Hod 82 lockes ond 11 quarterback socks. 


SuperPrep All-American # Clarion-Ledger ranked nei er in Mississippi @ All-State @ Hod 2,100 coreer | 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HiGh ScHoot / CowEcE 


JOHNSON, Kerry B 6-3, 185 Oxford Oxford 
As senior quarterback, completed 56 of 108 passes for 696 yards and seven touchdowns @ Had 363 yards 
rushing ond four touchdowns @ Team captain @ Three-year letterman in football and basketball 


Coffeeville 


JOHNSON, Marcus L 6-6, 330 Coffeeville 
@ Three-year starter @ Had 60 tackles and four 


SuperPrep All-Dixie 4 All-Stote @ All-Division @ All-District 
quarterback sacks as a senior. 

LESTER, Bryan B 6-2, 210 Holly Springs Holly Springs 

All-District as a linebacker Played running back, linebacker and defensive end @ As a senior, had 66 tackles 
and six quarterback sacks @ Hod 582 yards rushing @ Had 683 yards rushing as a junior. 


NICHOLS, Jonathan PK 6-0, 185 Greenwood Pillow Academy 
SuperPrep Al-Dixie @ All-State # Ninety-four percent of kickoffs reached the end zone # Made 90 of 100 
career extra point atlempts @ Made 27 of 42 career field goal attempts with a long of 48 yards. 


RAZZANO, Rick B 6-0, 230 Milford, OH Milford 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ Second-team All-State # All-Conference @ As a senior, had 750 yards rush- 
ing and seven touchdowns, averaging six yards per carry @ Led team with 106 tackles. 


RIDGEWAY, Cody P 6:2, 185 Jackson, TN Central Merry 
apatite Al-Dixie All-State @ Three-time All-Region @ Averaged 41.4 yards on 50 punts as a senior @ Had 
no punts blocked during career # Four-year letterman in football @ Three-year letterman in golf. 


ROBERTSON, RobB 63,215 Centreville Centreville Acodemy 
SuperPrep All-Dixie @ All-State @ As a senior, hod 100 tackles, three quarterback sacks, three fumbles recov- 
ered, three blocked punts and three blocked extra points @ Had 260 career tackles and nine quarterbock sacks. 


ROBINSON, Cory L 6-5, 240 Knowille, IN Central 

Twortime All-State @ All-Region @ All-East Tennessee @ Played linebacker, defensive end and tight end @ Had 
132 tackles, including 65 solo and 15 for loss, as a senior. 

TIMOTHEE, Kevin 8 6-0, 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Plantation | 
Honorable mention All-State @ All-City @ As a senior, had 75 tackles and two interceptions @ Had 100 yards | 
rushing @ Three-yecr letterman in fool ond track. 

TUCKER, Eric B 6-3, 220 Starkville 


SuperPrep All-Dixie @ Second-team All-State @ Hod 25 receptions 
senior @ As a junior, had 16 receptions for 336 yards and one 


VARDIMAN, Tray L 6-2, 250 Jackson, TN Central Merry 
Tennessee Mr. Football Lineman of the Year # All-State # Two-time Regional Player of the Year @ As a senior, 
had 79 tackles, including 23 for loss, eight quarterback sacks and hwo fumbles recovered. 


WOMACK, Larrick L 6-5, 250 Memphis, TN East 
Helped team to state chompionship Had 142 tackles, including 63 solo, and nine quarterback sacks as a 
senior @ Scored on a 61-yard fumble recovery # Four-year letterman in football and basketbo, 


YOUNGS, Jason L 67, 285 St. Mary's, OH College of the Canyons 
Junior college All-State @ All-Conference @ As a freshman defensive end, had 62 tackles and five quarterback 
sacks @ Averaged four pancake blocks per game @ Did not allow a quarterback sack. 


Storkville 
for 414 yards and six touchdowns as o 


ALOOKATTHE REBELS: 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(8-4, 4-4) PASSING Sept. 2 Tulane 
— of NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD_ Int 
3. Memphis 0 Miller 270 147 «(1999 54d 14 7 Sept. 9 Auburn 
Se = Morris 5 4 14 800 0 0 : —_ 
38 — Arkansas State 14 : 
RUSHING Sept. 16 at Vanderbilt 
34 Vanderbilt (OT) 37 NAME No Yarps AvG lc 1D 
24 Auburn (OT) 17 Gunn 182 95) 52 5 Sept. 30 Kentucky 
= McAllister 151 809 405.4 sCiBAS:*«idCD 
36 South Carolina 10 Sanford 20 07am Sa, ad 1 Oct. 7 Arkansas State 
= Williams 12 57 48 9 0 
20 ‘Tulane 13 RECEIVING Oct. 14 at Alabama 
24 Alabama 30 NAME No Yaros Avc Lc 1D 
ee : . - “ Oct. 28 UNLV 
A2 LSU 23 eterson 46 610 13.3 54 4 
Flournoy 22 226 10.3 36 3 | 
Got ar arene 16 McAllister 20 Die Mo 6437 nO Nov. 4 — atArkansas 
Armstrong 17 281 16.5 37 3 
17 Georgia 20 | DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 11 LSU 
: 20° Mississippi State 23 | TAckLés: Strong 72; Spearman 67; Taylor 57; Heard 56. | Nov. 18 at Georgia 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Taylor 3; Magee 3; Heard 2; Lucas 2 
QB Sacks: Clancy 7; Burgess 4.5; Strong 3.5; Fisher 3 Bb te ot 6 
27 Oklahoma 25 | Tacktes For Loss: Clancy 18; Burgess 13; Fisher 8 Nov. 25 MSSIESIDpY State 
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you're only one play away from becoming the starter. We're 
really pleased with the work ethic and improvement of the quar- 
terback position as a whole.” 

The Rebels may be even richer at tailback than they are at 
quarterback. Junior Joe Gunn ran for 951 yards last year and 
McAllister added 809. Both backs averaged over five yards a 
carry and they'll continue to share scrimmage snaps this year, 
giving McAllister the opportunity to show his versatility as a kick- 
off and punt returner. 

“| wouldn't trade our two 
tailbacks for any in the country,” 
Cutcliffe said. “Joe and Deuce 
complement each other so well 
and there’s room in our offense 
to get quality production from 
both guys.” 

Ole Miss has three candidates 
at fullback who will be looking to 
clear holes for the tailbacks, pick 
up tough yards and catch passes 
out of the backfield. Charles Stack- 
house and Toward Sanford were 
the fullbacks last year, but both 
players missed much of spring 
practice because of injuries. 
Sophomore Tremaine Turner got 
a chance to work with the first unit 
and opened some eyes. 

“Until somebody beats him 
out, Tremaine Turner is our 
starting fullback,” Cutcliffe said. 
“He has been extremely consis- 
tent as a blocker, a runner and 
a pass catcher.” 

The Ole Miss backs will oper- 
ate behind an offensive line that 
flourished in 1999, but must 
replace first-team All-SEC right 
tackle Todd Wade and second- 
team All-SEC left tackle Tutan 
Reyes. Center Ben Claxton, right 
guard Keydrick Vincent and left 
guard Shane Grice are solid 
returnees and junior Terrence 
Metcalf made a smooth transition 
to the left tackle spot in spring 
drills. Cutcliffe said Ole Miss 
won't have the answer at right 
tackle until fall camp when the 
new recruiting class arrives and 
sophomore Belton Johnson returns after fracturing his leg in 
spring drills. 

Ole Miss, which has a history of producing prolific tight ends, 
will go with sophomore Doug Zeigler. A converted quarterback, 
the 6-4 Zeigler has excellent speed for a tight end and could 
become a key factor in the passing game. He continues to work 
on becoming more physical as a blocker. 

The wide receiver corps will be bolstered by the return of 
fifth-year senior Grant Heard, who suffered a torn knee ligament 
preparing for the 1998 Independence Bowl and couldn't come 
back full speed last year. The 6-3 Heard, who is No. 7 on Ole 
Miss’ career list in receptions (98) and receiving yards (1,374), 


2000 


JUNIOR JOE GUNN RAN FOR 951 YARDS LAST YEAR, AND 
TEAMS WITH ALL-PURPOSE STAR DEUCE MCALLISTER TO MAKE 
THE REBELS RICH IN THE BACKFIELD. 

PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


seemed to be back to his old self in spring practice. 

The graduated Cory Peterson led Ole Miss with 46 catches 
last year, but nobody else had more than 22 receptions. 

“Grant Heard has the ability to make plays,” Cutcliffe said. 
“He's getting some confidence and coming around. We have to 
get production out of (receivers) Jamie Armstrong, Maurice 
Flournoy, L.J. Taylor, Lee Jackson, Michael Salters. Those guys will 
have to do it by committee. And | think some of our incoming 
people will help us.” 

It's on defense where Ole 
Miss has the biggest concerns, 
particularly up front where four 
of the five defensive tackles who 
played last year were lost. Junior 
Anthony Sims is the lone experi- 
enced defensive tackle and the 
Rebels are hoping converted 
defensive end Antionne Scott 
will adjust well playing inside. 
There's a cluster of other young 
players in the mix. 

Senior defensive end Derrick 
Burgess showed a penchant for 
making tackles behind the line 
of scrimmage last year and 
could emerge as the leader of 
the defensive line. Fiery Shane 
Elam, who plays bigger than his 
235 pounds, will hold down the 
other end position. 

The Ole Miss defensive head- 
liner is 6-3, 250-pound junior 
Eddie Strong, who was moved 
from outside linebacker to mid- 
dle linebacker during the spring. 

“We talked about it all winter 
long,” Cutcliffe said. “We're try- 
ing to get our best 11 on the 
field and trying to get in a situa- 
tion where Eddie is not removed 
from the play by formation so 
easily. Eddie has a natural nose 
for the football and he has the 
size and speed to go do what 
his instincts tell him to do.” 

Veterans Shawn Johnson and 
Amzie Williams will lead the 
charge from the outside line- 
backer spots while Strong tries 
to clean up in the middle. 

Ole Miss feels it has solidified the cornerback spots with 
senior Ken Lucas and junior Justin Coleman. Lucas is in his second 
year as a defensive back after playing wide receiver his first two 
years at Ole Miss. Coleman, who has 4.3 speed, blossomed in 
spring drills after playing a backup role last year. 

The Rebels have experience at strong safety with Anthony 
Magee and heavy hitter Kenny Woods, a 1999 medical redshirt. 
Free safety Syniker Taylor is coming off a year in which he had 
three interceptions and 53 tackles. After experimenting early as 
a cornerback, Taylor settled in at free safety and showed that’s his 
best position. 

Cutcliffe has always emphasized the kicking game and Ole 


Linpy’s FooTeait ANNUALS 171 


REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No, Name Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HomeTown 
7 Jomie Armstrong WR Jr 6-0 180 Plantersvile 0 Alone = CS 3nd 
36 RossBortey = WR or S11 ‘170 NewAlbory “V6 Reagon King PS 62225 Ackerman 
20 lon Boss RB So 60-220 Nosh, IN 77 _ Nat Koon Ol ok 64 285 Myrte 
63 Germon Bello OLS 63290 Pompono Beach, FL 32_ Cohen Landey DB Fr 5:9 177 Gretna, lA 
9 lesBiley KS «59170 Memphis, IN 24 Ken Lucas DBRS: 61201 Clevelond 
37 Justin Bloke DE So 62 245 Selbyvile,DE 91 Prd lucchesse Ke 510.175. PorkRidge, 
14 Ben Bootright KF 61180 Oxlord 27 Amory Magee FSS ST 180 Collins 
“91 _ Dusty Broddock DT SoG 262 Lowel 10 Ei Moning GB Fr 4 200 NewOrleons, LA 
40 Ben Brown So G1 217 Columbus “22 Deuce McAllser RB S61 0 Mon 
48 Chris Brown RB So S11 215 Batenile 72_kbhn McGarvey Ok 4 300 Flowery Branch, GA 
“37 Chris Brown K fr 510185 Hemondo 68. Luke McMahan QF 4 300 Covington, IN 
56 Derrick Burgess DE Sr 62260 Riverdale, MD 49 _Ichn Meeks PR 58185 Wot 
87 Todd Compbell WR So 60 190 _Fronkin, IN 79 Terrence Mekcolt Ok 63 300 Clarkidole 
66 DovisCorpente OXF ~2 270 Collewile, IN “V1 Romaro Miller QBS 61195 Shonnon 
78 _ Augustus Corwell OL So 63 343 Fi. lnderdale, FL 95 Jesse Michel OT Fre 63260 MossPoint 
26 Chico Chondler RB So 61215 Houston 15. Dovid Mortis Qk 6118) Mobils, AL 
80. Shawn Clark WR ik 511160 Holly Springs 44 Soha Niter RB Fr S10 215 Nemnghis, IN 
55 BenClowion SC So 3290 Dubin, GA 54 _Jomil Northevt Fr 2230 Tulahomo, IN 
42 _Jen Claxton RB So 51-220 Dubin, GA 25 MorkeePeorson Br = S10175—Oxhord 
21 _lustin Coleman DB ok 59175 Columbus,GA “75. Dovid Peden OL ok 61260 Nashvile, TN 
“44 ChodCook = BOSe 60280 Colhcun City 67 Chotle Perkins CS 62S Macon 
99 _Jesh Cooper _ . DE Fr 6-4 220 Marietta, GA 60 _Don Prince OL Fr 68 325 Huntsiille, AL 
59-_Jimmy Courtenay Of 62 20 _New Orleons, LA 53 GrrlesRoy kr SBT 
50 Bly Crobiree OL Fr 60245 Podnd, IN 3. Doug Reeves WR fr 5:10 182 _ Lubbock, IX 
48 Ben Craddock PS SIT 190 McComb 41 Brandon Roddy OTS sFr~— 63265. Perio, IL 
16 Kevin Cuthbertson WR Jr 61185 Holly Springs 42 lee Rogers Kf S175 Merion 
30_ Matt Davenort WR fr &1__185__ Brentwood, IN 50_Jebn Roenm DES 62 241 CostoMesa,CA 
12._Tom Dovis WR S 58 185 Botesille ~B2_Mike Sobers ‘WR So 60195 Homestead, FL 
59. Shane Elam DES 61240 Covington, IN 4 TieySondfer Br 1 200d 
34 Kevin Former 0B ok = 5B 162 Courkond 6 TowordSanford RB «So. S10 217 —Batesile 
5. Maurice Floumay WR Jr S10 170 Fi. Myers FL 83 _Justin Somyer TE So 63 280 Centreville 
89 Thomas Gee B So S10 220 _Shickley, NE 43 Antionne Scot DTS 62-255 Memphis, TN 
2. Lanier Goethie B So 60210 Baney, GA “17_WesScot DB So 61-190 Memphis, IN 
68 _Shone Grice Ol & —&I 315 Shaneon. 32_ Anthony Sins DT 62272 Memphis, IN 
28 Joe Gunn Bk 59 7 Amory “9 MitchSkrmeto TE srk 25 Blow 
33. Ryon Homilon BS 62 217 Moni, 57 Wil Smalhwood DB Fr S10 220 Adonia, GA 
94 _Bamabos Harris DE Fr 3236 Biri AS Ghats Stocthouwe RB 6-222) West Memphis, AR 
_75._Theo Horis Ol Fr & 4 285_—_Decohy, IN 1 Eddie Strong Bok 62245 Bolesile 
88_Gront Heard WR St &2 190 _loke Jackson, TK _ “37 Brod Symmot OL 1260 Howson, TK 
13 Joke Hl QB/WRIr 1185 Tupelo 1k UnToyr WR Ss 57160 Clewiston, 
64 Michoel Hollinger OL fr 63-20 Mobo LA “BB SyrikerTaylor Br «SBD *195 Gulfport 
93 Wolker Hunsicker DE 60 255 Oxkrd 39. Kevin Thomas Bk 59190 Cound 
34 Ryon Huskey WR So &1__195 Brentwood, IN. “AT ‘Tremaine Tuer RB So 510.190 Springfeld, IN 
49 VonHuchins DB Fr_—S-1)—(180. Natchez 73. Keydrick Vincent == OLS ~—«&5S—350_—_—Bartow, FL 
92 Kenny Jackson DT ke 3300. NewOrleans, LA 51_Jusin Wode Br 63225 dackwon 5 
25 Lee Jockson WR fr 63 218 —Marieto, GA “56 Mathew Wolker DT So 60275 Mobile 
36 Demondjomes BS G0 215 Pontiac “& AmaeWilioms IBS 1-220 _—Pilodelphia 
67 Chod Jennings DT So 511235 Souhoven 35 Robert Willems RB So 510189 Gadsden, AL 
58 Baton Johnson OL So G4 20 Coffevill 74_ Gif Woodni OF 66 25 Onod 
31_Desmon Johnson CB So 59 160 Okmulgee, OK 12 KennyWoods siDBSsCSt:SCG D205 Gren SS 
40 Shawn Johnson BS 61 20 Brewon, AL 29 Marys Woodson == sDB_s Fr ~— 60-188 MossPoint 
98. Yohrek Johnion DT So 62 263 Alknto,GA 54 BionYek  —-»ssDE. So 6216 Oxhord 
“53 Rideylones Bk =D 285 ‘Hallondole 89 Doug Zeigler TE So 63 235 Wibrington, OH 
65. John Keith O ok 6&2 300 Moorevile Roster ond depth chor subject to change 


Romaro Miller, Sr*/Eli Manning, Fr 
RB Deuce McAllister, Sr*/Joe Gunn, Jr* 


Tremaine Turner, So /Charles Stackhouse, Jr 
Grant Heard, Sr /Maurice F Flournoy, J 
Jamie Armstrong, Jr Ws. Tylor, Sr 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


DE Derrick Burgess, Sr*/John Romm, Sr 


DT “Anthony Sims, Jr /Dusty Braddock, So 
DT —_Antionne Scott, Sr /Jesse Mitchell, pF 
DE Shane Elam, Sr*/Justin Blake, So 


OLB Amzie Williams, Sr /Kevin Thomas, Jr . 


Doug Zeigler, So /Mitch Skrmetta, Jr 
Terrence Metcalf, Jr* /' Cliff Woodruff, Fr 
Shane Grice, Sr /German Bello, So 


MIB Eddie Strong, Jr* Tere Cook, Sr ——a 


CB Ken Lucas, Sr* —— Johnson, So 


Ben Claxton, So” /Charlie Perkins, Sr 


cB Justin Coleman, Jr /Kevin Farmer, Fr 


Keydrick Vincent, Sr* /Augustus Carwell, So 
Matt Koon, Jr /Belton Johnson, So 
Les Binkley, Sr*/Lee Rogers, So 


Ss Anthony | Magee, Sr /I Kenny Woods, Sr 


FS Syniker Taylor, Jr*/Wes Scott, So 


P Reagan King, y, Sr*/ Ben Craddock, Sr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


enior receiver Grant Heard, who 

missed 1999 due to knee 

surgery, showed he’s back in 
the spring game when he caught four 
passes for 73 yards, including a 41-yard 
touchdown. 

“It felt great to get in the end zone 
again,” Heard said. “I hadn’t been there 
in awhile.” 

Heard got plenty of contact work dur- 
ing the spring and gained confidence each 
day. 

“There were times when I had doubts 
whether I'd be able to come back,” Heard 
said. "The hard work has paid off and I'll 
continue to work hard.“ 

¢ In accordance with the school’s new 
Nike deal, the Ole Miss football uniforms 
will have a slightly different look in 2000. 
Coach David Cutcliffe said the changes will 
be minor. 

“Before the season, we'll let everybody 
see there’s no big change,” Cutcliffe said. 

* Junior Terrence Metcalf’s move 
from left guard to left tackle in the spring 
gives Ole Miss high hopes that its offensive 
line will again be among the best in the 
SEC. 

“Terrence’s move to tackle has really 
been positive,” Cutcliffe said. “He’s a very 
athletic and powerful youngster. He really 
kind of caught on fire this spring and that 
has been a big plus.” 

* Redshirt freshman quarterback Eli 
Manning showed flashes of his potential 
in the spring game when he conducted 
a game-winning, 70-yard drive. 

Manning said he feels stronger throw- 
ing the ball after a redshirt season. His 
father, Archie Manning, said he was happy 
that Eli redshirted. 

“That (the redshirting process) was 
really good,” Archie Manning said. “He 
needed that, just like he needs to be a 
backup for a year.” 

* Fullbacks Charles Stackhouse and 
Toward Sanford are expected back to full 
speed for fall drills. Stackhouse sat out 
much of spring practice because of tendini- 
tis in a surgically repaired knee. Sanford 
was out with a pulled muscle. 

¢ If the spring game attendance is any 
indication, enthusiasm over the 2000 
Rebels is high. Ole Miss drew an estimated 
16,800 for the spring game. 

That's the best crowd for a spring 
game since Steve Sloan made his Ole Miss 
spring debut before an estimated 25,000 
in 1978, 

— Robert Falkoff 
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The Deuce Can Get Loose All Over the Field 


spice of life. He'll line up at tail- 

back and play power football. 
He'll split wide and make an acrobatic 
catch. He’ll show elusiveness on kickoff 
returns or throw the halfback pass. 
There’s no limit to what the Ole Miss 
senior tailback can do. 

“| don’t think there’s a better foot- 
ball player in America,” Ole Miss 
coach David Cutcliffe said. “He’s the 
best all-around back I’ve been around.” 

As a junior, McAllister rushed for 
809 yards while also flourishing as a 
receiver and returner. He scored 13 
touchdowns in the regular season and 
two more in an Independence Bow! vic- 
tory over Oklahoma. 

Little wonder the “Deuce for Heis- 
man” stickers began popping up in 
Oxford, Miss. 

McAllister could have run to the 
National Football League. But he opted 
to continue working toward his 
degree, preparing for a senior season 
with so much promise for McAllister 
and the Rebels 

He will again be used in a variety 
of offensive roles as Cutcliffe tries to get 


T: Deuce McAllister, variety is the 


Miss seems to be set in the field goal and 
punt departments. Les Binkley had a ban- 
ner 1999 season capped off by a game- 
winning field goal at the buzzer that beat 
Oklahoma 27-25 in the Independence 
Bowl. Binkley was 17 of 19 on field goals 
and 36 of 36 on extra points. 

King is entering his third year as the Ole 
Miss punter. He has the leg to significantly 
improve on his 38. l-yard average from a 
year ago. McAllister emerged as a big threat 
on kickoff returns in 1999, His 100-yard 
opening kickoff touchdown return set the 
tone for a 38-16 win over Arkansas. 

The big concerns on special teams 
revolve around the losses of deep snapper 
Bobby Killion and coverage specialist 
Sheldon Morris. Somebody will have to 
step up in those critical areas. 

The Rebels went a disappointing 3-3 
at home last year, but were 5-1 on the 
road. With seven home games on this 
year’s schedule, the big mission will be 
defending the turf at Vaught-Hemingway 
Stadium. The Rebels traded South Carolina 
for Kentucky on the 2000 schedule. 


2000 


the most of his two-tailback system, 
which includes shifty junior Joe Gunn. 

“That's the big asset | bring,” McAl- 
lister said. “If we need power, | can be 
a power back. If we need speed, | can 
be a speed back. If | need to line up as 
a receiver, | can help there.” 

The 6-1, 220-pound McAllister 

ot off to a slow start last year 

eS. of a shoulder injury. But 
from the middle of the season, he 
was virtually unstoppable. 

“Deuce is as good a person as he 
is a football player,” said Ole Miss 


quarterback Romaro Miller, who shares 


a house with McAllister and corner- 
back Justin Coleman. “Sometimes, 

| think Deuce is almost too big-hearted. 
He'll do anyiting for people, even if it 
puts a strain on his time.” 

Cutcliffe has been around Heisman 
Trophy candidates before during his 
17 years as an assistant. McAllister fits 
the mold, according to the coach. 

“You don’t have to hype Deuce as 
a Heisman candidate,” Cutcliffe said. 
“When people see his effect on our 
team and on the opponent, it speaks 
for itself.” O 


“Having seven home games is a 
plus,” Cutcliffe said. “We've got to doa 
better job of taking care of our backyard 


am| 
HE THIRD 


QUARTER BLUES 
PLAGUED OLE 


MISS IN 1999 AND THE 
REBELS PLAN TO DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT THAT 
THIS YEAR. 


and then continue to focus well on the 
road.” 

The third quarter blues plagued Ole 
Miss in 1999 and the Rebels plan to do 
something about that this year. Ole Miss 
outscored its opponents in the first, sec- 
ond and fourth quarters, but had a 52-41 
deficit in third quarters. 


THE 6-1, 220-POUND DEUCE MCALLISTER 
GOT OFF TO A SLOW START LAST YEAR 
BECAUSE OF A SHOULDER INJURY. BUT FROM 
THE MIDDLE OF THE SEASON, HE WAS 
VIRTUALLY UNSTOPPABLE. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


“It's a mystery,” Cutcliffe said. “I don't 
think it had anything to do with halftime 
adjustments or that sort of thing. We just 
came out sluggish in some third quarters 
and we've really got to be aware this year 
of how important those first five minutes 
of the third quarter can be.” 

Ole Miss also wants a stronger 
November finish. The Rebels were 6-2 in 
1998 before finishing the regular season 
6-5. They were 7-2 last year before 
dropping heartbreakers to Georgia and 
Mississippi State. 

In the Georgia game, Ole Miss saw 
a 17-9 lead deteriorate into a 20-17 loss. 
The Rebels still probably would have 
made it to the Cotton Bowl if they hadn’t 
squandered a 20-6 lead in the fourth 
quarter against Mississippi State just five 
days later. 

“We were so close to really having 
a tremendous year,” Miller said. “Those 
experiences can help us as we look 
ahead. We learned a lot of lessons that 
hopefully will pay off for us this season.” 

— Robert Falkoff 
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losses than they did the season before 

and still be a better team? 

If it’s Jackie Sherrill’s first Mississippi 
State team of the new millennium, then 
it’s a very real possibility. 

The Bulldogs’ 2000 schedule includes 


[ it possible for a team to have more 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDO 


made it clear to me that talking about 
what you’re going to do is worthless. All 
we can do is get out there and play.” 

The Bulldogs 25 wins ties Georgia and 
ranks behind only Tennessee and Florida 
for overall wins since the 1997 season. 

The 2000 season serves as the cross- 


tival Ole Miss in the regular season 
finale and then running and passing the 
Bulldogs past Clemson in a game they 
entered as underdogs, despite Clemson’s 
6-5 record. 

“Just another example of people not 
doing their homework on us,” said Mad- 


Overlooked Dogs Still Have a Big Bite 


a trip to Brigham Young and a visit from 
Florida in the first four weeks of the sea- 
son, two strong opponents who didn’t 
appear on the schedule a year ago. 

But a better team than the 1999 
Peach Bowl Championship team? 

“Who says we’re not going to have as 
good a record or better,” said State junior 
quarterback Wayne Madkin, the MVP in 
the 17-7 Peach Bowl win over Clemson. 
“| really thought by now that people 
would stop underestimating us. 

“The last two seasons we’ve won 
while people were picking us to finish fifth 
and sixth in the (SEC) West.” 

Madkin paused after he spoke and 
then started again. 

“On second thought, let everybody 
think we’re not going to be any good. 

If nothing else, the last two years have 


at a glance 


BULLDOGS 


1999: 10-2 Overall; 6-2 SEC (2nd West| 

COACH: Jackie Sherrill — At MSU: 59-44-2, 
9 years; Overall: 164-89-4, 22 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10, 6 Offense, 
3 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Wayne 
Madkin, OT Pork Chop Womack, SE Ter- 
rell Grindle, CB Fred Smoot, LB Barris 
Grant, S Pig Prather, DL Ellis Wyms 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense 
returns an entire second unit that split 
time with the starters last season. Offen- 
sively, three linemen, three tailbacks and 


roads for the Bulldogs, to see if they can 
continue in the land of the SEC’s elite. 

“We knew going into spring practice 
that we had guys coming back that had 
proven themselves on the field,” said 
Shenill, who’s been in Starkville since the 
1991 season and has yet to let anyone 
convince him that he can’t build a cham- 
pionship program where most people 
thought it impossible. 

“Defensively we knew we were 
going to be strong again and we got 
better offensively.” 

And as goes Madkin, a 6-4, 220- 
pound specimen who quarterbacked the 
1998 team to the SEC West title as a pre- 
cocious redshirt freshman, so goes the 
fortunes of the Bulldogs. 

Madkin tumed the comer late in the 
season, rallying the Bulldogs to a win over 


the quarterback return. All-SEC kicker Scott 
Westerfield is clutch. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Punting 
game, always a strength under Sherrill, is 
up for grabs. 

OVERVIEW: The Bulldogs have put 
together 25 wins the last three seasons, 
highlighted by an SEC West title and trip 
to the conference title game in 1998 and 
a 10-2 mark last season. There aren’t any 
players among this group who even know 


what it feels like to lose. A bowl game 
should be considered a lock. 
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kin, who’s backed up by sophomore Bran- 
don Butler and redshirt freshman Kevin 
Fant. “That’s all it was.” 

The Bulldogs started the season 8-0, 
a school record, in spite of their offense. 
The nation’s No. 1 defense cleared the 
way for the offense to do just enough to 
provide slim margins for victories. 

It's time for second-year offensive 
coordinator Sparky Woods’ troops to 
return the favor. 

“I think going into the season after 
losing nine starters and getting a new 
coach, all of us would have been happy 
to finish 10-2,” Woods said. “At the same 
time, we did our part. 

“In four or five games, we had to 
come back to win. And | think it shows 
a lot of discipline to take the football and 
drive to win or tie a game.” 

With all the pressure situations they 
faced last season, the offense couldn’t be 
in a better situation to improve. 

Three linemen, led by senior All-SEC 
candidate Pork Chop Womack at left 
tackle, return as do the top three rushers 
and two sophomore tight ends who were 
critical to the passing game during the 
stretch run of the season. Senior Michael 
Fair moves over from guard to center 
while sophomore Kenric Fairchild, who 
started at both right guard and tackle last 
season, also returns. 

Junior college All-Americans Courtney 
Lee and Tommy Watson add much- 


THREE LINEMEN, LED BY SENIOR ALL-SEC 
CANDIDATE PORK CHOP WOMACK AT LEFT 
TACKLE, RETURN 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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ULLEDOGS* RECRUITING 


HOMETOWN 


Nawe / Position Size 


BELL, Jonathan DB 6-0, 180 Tupelo Tupelo 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 44 free safety nationally by Rivals100.com # Ranked 
No. 6 free safety in Southeast Region by Pigskin Preps # Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Southern 100. 


Hick ScHoot / CouEcE 


Teen Ray Ray QB 6-0, 165 
CE Ty ha able arden a Anetean @ Rhee Od comaethad Ne. N farceid aaa 

No. 97 player in the Southeast Region by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 10 linebacker in the Southeast Region by | 

Pee eM itaind Camtn Soe eee + Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen. 

CLARK, Jason LB 6-2, 230 Starkville Storkville 

Honorable mention USA Today All-American Rivals 100.com rated No. | linebacker in Mississippi. 

COOK, Jared QB/P 511,175 Columbus, GA 


Thon Sl Tryout on i og 45 does pr pr 0s 
@ Averaged 43.4 yards per punt as a junior @ Three-year starter for baseball team. 


FIELDS, Ronald DL 63,293 Bogohaa Bogelusa 
All-District @ As a senior, had 97 tackles, including 18 for loss, and five fumbles recovered @ Had 65 tackles, 
five quarterback sacks and two fumbles recovered as a junior. 


bees ies fe & als iB per NJ Westfield 
County @ All-Area @ Had 614 rushi touchdowns on 88 carries as a senior @ Completed | 
21.0 76 passes, inching iv for ouchdowns ¢ Sprine for hock teom @ Member of he Bosebol cr, 


| GRANT, JJ. 1B 6-3, 220 Clinton Clinton 
USA Today honorable mention All-American  SuperPrep ranked No. 59 player in Dixie @ Atfonta Journal 
| Constitution Super Souther 100 # Rated No. 40 defensive end nationally by Rivals100.com @ All-State # As a 
| senior, had 102 tackles, 111.5 quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused a ‘overed. 


| GRIFFITH, Slovokia DB 5:11, 180 Magee Magee 
Ali # Team Mest Vaucle Payer # Had fv inercepon, on locked punt eer for euchdown, 
and one fumble recovered for a touchdown as a senior @ Had 87 tac! 
HALL, Dole DB 9, 180 Miami, FL Garden City (KS) CC 


| se haart yO eh junior college sophomore, hod 19 tackles ond 11 pair 
Hod 37 tackles and four interceptions as a freshman Rated No. 11 prep cornerback nationally b 
| National Recruiting Advisor  PrepStar All-Southeast Region @ Signed with Kansas Stote out of high wpa bs 


HARGRO, Antonio WR 6-4, 185 Gautier | 
USA Today honorable mention All-American Ranked No. Sie tee somes by Pigskin 
Preps @ PrepStar rated No, a eeene 0 Fe Sonnet ain ¢ Eee aes No. 8 in Missis- 
sippi @ Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Souther 100. 

JONES, Darnell FB 6-1, 235 


Greenwood Greenwood 
SuperPrep rated No. 30 player in Mississippi @ Ranked No. 4 fullback in Southeast Region by Pigskin Preps # 
Two-time All-Conference @ As a senior, hat 054 yards rushing ond 17 touchdowns on 118 carries. 


MARLIN, John Michoel PK 5-10, 155 Tupelo epee 

Ranked No. 8 placekicker in the Southeast Region by Pigskin Preps @ SuperPrep rated No. 27 player in Missis- 
SN 5c 8 erp ee ote ZF ede a ad ang | 
field goal of 47 yards # Averaged 40 yards per punt. 


Nane / Posmion SWZE HOMETOWN 7 Scxoot / CouEGE 


| MOORE, Jodice DL 6-4, 265 Port Gibson Gibson 
| Rivals100.com rated No. 21 defensive tackle nationally @ Ranked No. 44 dooce lineman nationally by 
| SuperPrep @ Pigskin Preps rated No. 15 defensive tockle in the Southeast Region @ All-State. 


| MORGAN, Torus LB 6-2, 225 Chattanooga, TN 
| Honorable mention All-State Played fi send ond Vneboce ¢ Hod 104 tackle, coding 39 fro four 
quarterback. socks, seven fumbles caused, three fumbles recovered and two in return ae rg 
‘ond Wock eo 
5-10, 185 Tompa, FL 


} Buchdown, as a senior @ Had 10 receptions and two touchdowns Member of bo 
REID, Fred RB 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ As a senior, hod 2,043 yards matey | in 10 games @ Hod | 
seven 200+-yard games @ Hod one 363-yard, five touchdown game. 
| ROGERS, Will OL 6-5, 296 Fairbum, GA 


in Preps ranked No. 28 offensive tackle in Southeast R ion datecaltee eval - 
as We risltne eee ern bier Te 


SCOTT, McKinley WR 6-2, 185 Tunica Rosa Fort 
All-Stole @ Three-time All-Conference # As a senior, had 1,444 all-purpose yards and scored 13 touchdowns | 
@ Hod 28 receptions for 698 yards and 10 touchdowns Returned one kickoff and two punts for touchdowns. 


" SHUMAKER, Bryon DB 5-8, 185 Ackerman 
| USA Today honorable mention All-American # Rivals100.com rated No. once aeadys Ranked 


No. 17 defensive back nationally igi per wp aie k in the Southeast Region in 
Pestle ts tet re ecdeunen: eee 


SLAUGHTER, 63, 250 Atlanta, GA Washing! | 
| Ranked No. 38 ioe tackle in the Southeast Region by Pigskin Preps @ Atlanta theca Constton Top 75 
| in Georgia @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 110 tackles and eight quarterback sacks. | 


yee Robert Dt 6-3, 220 Clarksdale Clarksdale 
foday honorable mention All-American @ Pigskin Preps rated No. 14 outside linebacker in the Southeast 
lees 26 player in Mississippi by SuperPrep @ All-State @ Hod 63 tockles and 13 quarterback 


Gs a senior. 


STEWART, Dovid OL 6-7, 285 Moulton, AL Lawrence County 
Ranked No. 21 offensive tackle in the Southeast Region by Pigskin Preps @ Rated No. 18 player in Alabama 
and No. 122 player in the Southeast Region by SuperPrep Two-way tackle. 


| VAUGHN, Marvin RB 5-10, 180 Jackson Velma Jackson 
| USA Today honorable mention All-American # Rivals100.com rated No. 33 running back nationally @ Ranked | 
| No. 23 ener eee ee 26 running back in the | 
| Southeast Region # Jackson Clarion-Ledger Da Dozen @ All-State 


WALLACE, Gabriel DB 6-0, 185 Greenwood Greer 
Second-team All-State @ All-Division @ Played in Mississippi/Alabama All-Stor gome ; se tailback and | 
wingbock on offense @ Had 30 receptions for 628 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


| YOUNGBLOOD, DemotioDL 6-5, 265 College Pork, GA rqrave (VA) Academy 
SuperPrep ronked No, Cpl abe Stas agen frye Ste 4d nb om 
[sept operon § Aone had 82 eight quarterback sacks. 


RESULTS 


(10-2, 6-2) PASSING Sept. 2  atMemphis 
Comp Yarps Pct TD 
40 Middle Tennessee 7 |_| Madkin 257135 «1884 52.5 10 11 Sept. 16 at BYU 
a ; Wyatt Ce ek ee | 
13 Memph 10 : 
ee RUSHING | Sept. 23 at South Carolina 
29 Oklahoma State 11 Yaros Avec ic 1D J ; 
17. South Carolina 0 Wear 76 ee at aia] | SoBe OO? Honda 
Miller 56 Ei SL es 
42 Vanderbilt 14 Rainey 68 2718. #32  °«218  0| | Oct. 7 Auburn 
Griffith 62 a ee —- 
18 Auburn 16 RECEIVING | Oct. 21 at LSU 
17 LSU 16 NAME No Yaros AvG Ic 1D 5 
@ : - ; Oct. 28 Middle Tennessee 
23 Kentucky 22 sac 7 etic) Wee 
Griffith 37 300 +103 58 2 
Mabamna 19 Butler 28 37. 7 44 2 Nov. 4 — at Kentucky 
Huntington 17 ie (lanes LEO 
Arkansas 14 DerENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 11 Alabama 
23 Mississippi 20 Tacktés: Simpson 105; Cooper 76; Nelson 72; Prather 72. Nov. 18 Arkansas 
PeAcH BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Smoot 5; Cooper 2; Clinton 2; Prather 2. 
QB Sacks: Wyms 5; Cooper 4; Stephens 4. sees 
7 Clemson 7 Tackuss For Loss: Cooper 15; Sluder 15; Nelson 8; Simpson 7. Nov. 25 at Mississippi 
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needed punch on the line, where senior All-SEC tackle Wes Shiv- 
ers was lost. Sophomore Kyle Wallace and redshirt freshman 
Donald Tucker, who both played with the first team line in the 
spring, and twins Derrick and Eric Thompson could also figure 
into the mix. Whoever starts on the line, there’s no shortage of 
experienced and proven running backs. 

Junior Dicenzo Miller, who battled through nagging injuries 
last season, gives Woods the shifty, inside runner needed to 
make his balanced attack click. 

Sophomores Justin Griffith, one of the team’s strongest and 
fastest players, and Dontae Walker, the team’s most gifted and 
heralded back, can’t be kept off the field. 

Last season, much to the chagrin of their fans, the Bulldogs 
utilized a three-tailback rotation. It appears they’ll use it again. 

“There’s no such thing as having too many backs,” Sherrill 
said. “All three of our tailbacks had injuries last season, so we 
needed them all.” 

Griffith, one of the most versatile running backs in the SEC, 
started all 12 games last season at fullback. His 37 receptions set 
an MSU record for a back. But he’ll join Miller and Walker in the 
tailback derby, leaving the fullback duties to seniors Kenny 
Williamson and Jamaal Dinkins, a converted linebacker. 

Madkin will have a somewhat inexperienced receiving corps, 
but there hasn’t been a group this talented on campus in Sherrill’s 
tenure. Sophomore Terrell Grindle, the team’s fastest player, will 
start at split end while senior Larry Huntington, a blazer himself, 
gets the nod at flanker. 

Behind them are a host of unproven players including juco trans- 
fer Clarence Parker, junior Harold Lindsey, sophomore Darius Tubbs 
and redshirt freshmen Milas Randle, Justin Jenkins and Kelly Shumpert. 

Incoming freshmen McKinley Scott and Antonio Hargro could 
also figure into the rotation. 

One spot without questions is at tight end, where sopho- 
mores C.J. Sirmones and Donald Lee return. 

Sirmones and Lee both caught touchdown passes in the 
come-from-behind win over rival Ole Miss last season and Sir- 
mones also snagged a scoring pass against Aubum. 

“Both those guys are what we want at that position,” 
Woods said. “They’ve got the size and ability to get the job 
done after the catch.” 

As much as the offense should improve, you might expect 
the defense to struggle with the loss of eight starters from the 
nation’s top-ranked unit. 

Defensive coordinator Joe Lee Dunn rotated his first and sec- 
ond units last season, as the Bulldogs held teams to just 222 
yards per game. “Last year’s group certainly set a high standard,” 
said Dunn, famous for his odd hours, unshaven and sockless 
demeanor. “We’re going to have to work real hard to live up to 
those numbers.” 

Leading the way will be a secondary that contains two pre- 
season All-American candidates in senior comerback Fred Smoot 
and junior DOG safety Pig Prather. 

Smoot, a Playboy All-American, led the team in interceptions 
last season playing opposite All-SEC corner Robert Bean. Smoot 
matched his All-SEC honors in his first season on campus after an 
All-American career at Hinds (Miss.) Community College. 

Much like Bean last season, Smoot will have to get used to 
seeing considerably less action on his side of the field. 

“That’s alright,” Smoot said, “because whoever’s on the field 
for us is a playmaker. If they don’t come at me, they’ll play into the 
hands of the man on the other side. Either way, we'll be all right.” 

The man on the other side from Smoot was one of the most 


DONTAE WALKER, THE TEAM’S MOST GIFTED AND HERALDED 
BACK, CAN’T BE KEPT OFF THE FIELD. 
PHOTO BY SCOTT HALLERAN / ALLSPORT USA 


asked questions through the spring. 

Junior Shawn Byrdsong was given first crack at replacing 
Bean. It’ll be between Byrdsong, senior Eugene Liger and juco 
transfers Dale Hall or Julius Griffith, the twin brother of Justin. 

The “Wild Card,” as State secondary coach Melvin Smith likes 
to call him, is senior Kendall Roberson. 

A two-year starter prior to a season-ending knee injury suf- 
fered in two-a-days last season, Roberson petitioned the NCAA 
for a sixth year of eligibility. He went through spring drills, but 
still hadn’t heard from the NCAA. If he gets the extra year, he’s 
a logical starter opposite Smoot, who replaced him. 

Prather moves from free safety to replace All-American Ash- 
ley Cooper at one of the vacant DOG safety spots. He’ll be joined 
by senior Eugene Clinton, the top reserve at corner and DOG 
safety last season, and a possible honors candidate himself. 

Sophomore Josh Morgan, a former walkon, lends his hard-hit- 
ting style to the vacant free safety spot after starting in the last 
two games of the 1999 season in place of an injured Prather. 

Senior Barris Grant, a bruising 6-1, 235-pounder with 4.7 
speed, moves in at linebacker, replacing All-American and three- 
year starter Barrin Simpson. 

Grant was Simpson’s understudy last season and managed 61 
tackles. He saved some of his best performances for the Bulldogs’ 
biggest games and led the team in tackles in the Peach Bowl. 
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SPRING UPDATE 


Pos, Ciass Hr, Wr. HomeTown No, NAME Pos. Ciass Hr, Wr. HomeTown inebacker Barris Grant sustained 
30. Michael Bender SN Se 63.211 Hommond, LA 87 Aaron Lumpkin TE Fr 6-4 253 Dayton, OH a torn anterior cruciate ligament 
‘81 honBilie = «DE. «So 62 226 Philadelphia 9 WoyneModin GB Jr GA 216. Hani, AL in his right knee in the spring. 
% Wile lode DT Se 62 312. W.Reins,GA 70 Molt McRoe OG S 63 322. Athens, GA The injury occurred in the second of 
93 Datius Brown NG Sf 60. 261 “Anay 56 Cory Miley DE fr 63 250 Mendenhall three scrimmages — the kind of neces- 
41 AnhonyBryont «DOG Jr S10. 185 Opelika, AL. “12. Dien ile ok 510 200 Wei sary contact workouts that have coaches 
18 Brondon Ber QB. «So. GO. «196 Kerner, A 34 Marco Minor Fk Gd 200. Nokhez ee ee eee 
ee SE ae eee forthe Bulldogs to fill by the time they 
14 Figene inion 0G S60 187 ockon 1 GorencePorker SE dr 3209 Nhe head to Memphislonthe semen anener 
19 Prentiss Cole Pt 64 208 Phidodelphio 29 Pig Prother DOG Jr 63191 Fokner If Grant’s rehab progresses without prob- 
pM 1S, ESN TP 8 Ne Pls oh lems, he could be back on the field for fall 
89 Davey Crowley SE So 59172 _Lovisville 39 DwoyneRaberion DE Sr G0 215 Abe, GA drills. If it doesn’t, Sherrill will have to 
99 Dorset Doi DT 66 301 Clewond 24 KelyShumpet =F 6.0182 make the necessary adjustments. 
Stele Davis Bok 60 209 Aen 5) KevnSjonky Ck 62 25 Koh, “He'll be ready to go physically,” 
a Lennie Dty ‘DT of 63 240 Mob,AL «89 Cl. Samos, «(tis 22) Lert IN Sherrill said of the potential All-SEC can- 
4A Jrnoal Dinkins Fay gr Ga ae ila 68 Jondrea Smith OT 61 353 Lexingon didate. “It’s the mental part that we won't 
‘52 Michoe! Fit CS 63 300 Carroon 2. Fred Smoot CB St 61179 dockson know about until we get there.” 
7 Wanttoatdd 0 NOME GA E314. y Grande Si Canara MOE TWN IN) WH, G2250) Acharon If Grant isn’t ready to return, any 
; — - number of players could be used at the 
16 Kevin Fant QB Fr = 6&2 204 Moss Point 79° Tron Thomas C Sr 63 286 Greenwood F 
— . - spot that has produced nine All-SEC play- 
5 Nick Floyd B So 60 2% Pontotoc 62 Derrick Thompson OT Fr 66 334 Ita Bena ers in the past 11 years. 
94 ‘Tay Glo No & 62 30. Gowlond HPs as OF Fr 65 34. Malenn Backup Edward Yeates could get the 
0 Barris Grant 1B Sr = 61-235. Irvington, NY 53 Glen Thompson 1B Fr «= 5-1] -213Birminghom, AL nod or one of three defensive ends —— 
13. dls Grifth God S11 170) Soncdotum 36 John Townes SE + 60 194 Nesbit Rob Knight, Conner Stephens or Mario 
31 sin Gefh BS 51) 21 Sondorium 82. Dorus Tubbs SE So &2 194 Bessemer, Al Haggan — could be shifted inside. 
15. Terell Grindle SE So 510 177 Hotieburg 73 DondTuker 0G ‘Fr A321 Tupelo Another possibility is touted signee 
‘98. Mario Hoggon DE So 63 245 Clorksddle 3. Donloe Walker RB So ‘510 721 Ginn Jason Clark, who had the advantage of 
22 lomyHuningon FL S+~—«S:10.-183.Alonto, GA 75. KyleWollce OG So. 65 293 Mendenhall being from Starkville High and less than 
72. Carl Hutchins OT So 65 300 Feres!Pak,GA 66 TommyWoten 0G 65. 303 Thomason, GA five Lae sey rane ip Sai 
Abia ee See Se i Leeks whether or not Grant comes en ready 
57 Nathan Jackson -sdDE-sFr.—= 64211 Jockson 1 ScotWestrield PK «Sr 510.181 Brandon fe, 
27 Justin Jenkins RoOFr «= &1204 Pear! 25 George White DOG S 62 208 Jackson ; e One thing the Bulldogs didn’t find 
G8 Adonbiee TES 63-72 Miho 92 Kam Wilamon BS 622K Senay | during spring drills was a replacement for 
20. Rob Knight DE Sr 61 227 Erid,NI 76 Pork Chop Womack OT Sr 63 328 Cleveland two-time All-SEC punter Jeff Walker. 
74 Courtney lee OG kk GA 346 Austin, TK 92 Ellis Wyms DT Ss 63 272 Indianola “We still haven't found the level of consis- 
84 Donald lee TE 64 248 Pheba 55. Edward Yeals BS 60 238 Stile tency we need,” Sherrill said. “We'll go 
5, Eugene lige ® S& 60 198 Clevlond —— .-—— = = into the fall searching for that.” 
| 85 Horold Lindsey SE 61211 Mavi, GA Roster and depth chart subject o change. * Sophomore tight end Donald Lee 
made great strides in the spring, adding 


muscle to his 6-4 frame, beefing up from 
225 pounds to 248 pounds. “He’s proba- 
bly our most improved player offensively,” 
Sherrill said. “He became very consistent 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
as SS 


QB Wayne Mackin, Jr*/Brandon Buiter, So DE _ Conner Stephens, Jr°/Mario Hoggan, in not only his pass catching, but also in 
1B Dicenzo Miller, Jr/Justin Griffith, So OT ‘DT Ellis Wyms, ‘ Sr/lennie Day, Fr = his run-blocking ability. He's ahead of 

FB Kenny Williamson, St/Jamaal Dinkins, ‘ Sr : NG Toby < Golliday, Sr Sr/Willie Blade, Sr Jae (secon d-year Atlanta Falcons TE) Reggie 
SE Terrell Grindle, So*/Clarence Parker, Jr DT Dorsett Davis, Jr/ Darius Brown, , Sr a 

TE — Donald Lee, So*/Aaron lumpkin,Fr DE _ Rob Knight, ,St/Nathan Jackson, Fr Kelly at the aa stage. 

iT Pork Chop Womack, Sr*/Carl Hutchins, So F LB Barris Grant, Sr/Edward Yeates, Sr * When spring drills concluded, F 
LG Courtney Lee, Jr/Donald Tucker, Fr DOG Pig Prather, Jr* /George White, Sr — comerback Kendall Roberson still hadn't 
~C Michael Fair, Sr*/Kevin Sijanksy, Jr DOG Eugene C Clinton, Sr/Anthony Bryant, Jr heard from the NCAA regarding his 
RG Tommy Watson, Jr/Kyle Wallace, So - cB Fred. Smoot, Sr*/Eugene Liger, Sr appeal fora sixth-year of eligibility. 

RT Kenric Fairchild, So*/Derrick Thompson, Fro CB Shawn Byrdsong, Jr/Julius Griffith, Jr “T honestly feel they'll give him another 
ifomme Larry Huntington, Sr/Justin Jenkins, Fr = FS Josh Morgan, $o/Marco Minor, Jr year,” Sherrill said. 

PK Scott Westerfield, Sr* P Prentiss Cole, Sr — Sekou Smith 
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FRED SMOOT LED THE NATION’S NO. 1 
DEFENSE WITH FIVE INTERCEPTIONS AND 
FINISHED WITH 57 TACKLES, SEVENTH 
BEST ON THE TEAM. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


Senior and Starkville native Edward 
Yeates and incoming freshman Jason 
Clark, a prep All-American also from 
Starkville High, will play behind Grant. 

Sophomore Nick Floyd, one of the 
team’s strongest players, also figures to 
crack the rotation. 

Senior Rob Knight and junior All-SEC 
candidate Conner Stephens, a starter last 
season, will start on the ends. Sophomore 
Mario Haggan, a big-play maker his fresh- 
man season, retums and will get help from 
a trio of talented, but untested players. 

Junior Dwayne Robertson, sopho- 
more lvan Billie and redshirt freshman 
Nathan Jackson all have shown signs of 
being playmakers. 

But as much talent as there is on 
defense, there may be no better concentra- 
tion of talent than on the line where all four 
retuming contributors are NFL-caliber talents. 
And not one of them started last season. 

Senior tackle Ellis Wyms, who led the 
team with five sacks last season, leads the 
way. Seniors Toby Golliday and Willie 
Blade, interchangeable at tackle or nose 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Smoot Talks — and Plays — Big 


Smoot talks so good that he’s 

developed a cult following among 
Mississippi State’s fans for his colorful 
quotes, as well as his play as an All- 
Southeastern Conference cornerback. 

“I've got a headline for you,” Smoot 
says, grinning as he always does. “It’s 
gonna be ‘SMOOTH’ sailing for the 
Bulldogs this season.’ How’s that?” 

Smoot, a 6-1, 179-pound Playboy 
All-American asked the question that 
day. But it’s SEC offensive coordinators 
who'll be scratching their heads this 
fall, wondering how to neutralize the 
fast-talking Smoot. 

“He plays big receivers as well as he 
does small receivers,” State defensive 
backs coach Melvin Smith said. 

“He’s got a cornerback’s mentality 
and he’s eye That's probably his 
best asset.” 

Smoot'’s 4.4 speed, 35-inch vertical 
and diligent study of the lineage of his 
position doesn’t hurt either. He wears 
the same jersey number, as his idol, 
the man he calls “Mr. Deion Sanders,” 
wore at Florida State. 

With that number Smoot says, 


F red Smoot talks a good game. 


guard, also return. 

Perhaps the most frightening of the 
bunch, though, is monstrous junior tackle 
Dorsett Davis, 6-6, 301, who runs a 4.8 
40-yard dash and is arguably the most 
physical and athletic of the crew. 


HERE ARE ALWAYS 
GOING TO BE 
PLAYERS THAT 


MUST BE REPLACED. THE 
DIFFERENCE IS, WE’VE GOT 
THE PEOPLE IN PLACE TO 
TAKE CARE OF IT.” 


“| like the way they get after the ball,” 
Sherrill said. “They don’t waste any time 
trying to make things difficult for the offense 
and that’s the way it’s supposed to be.” 

Senior Darius “Boon” Brown, redshirt 
freshman Lennie Day and incoming fresh- 


comes a tradition to uphold. 

“First it was Mr. Deion Sanders, 
then Charles Woodson from Michigan 
won the Heisman wearing it,” Smoot 
said. “Now | bring my own flavor and 
attitude to the number two.” 

Smoot’s numbers last season, his 
first in Starkville after an All-American 
career at Hinds (Miss.) Community Col- 
lege, weren’t too shabby. 

He led the nation’s No. 1 defense 
with five interceptions and finished with 
57 tackles, seventh best on the team. 

“That's the thing | liked most about 
Fred when | first saw him,” said State 
running backs coach Glenn Davis, who 
recruited Smoot. “He’d knock the devil 
out of you.” 

Davis was so sure of Smoot's abil- 
si that he burst in on Smith and State 
efensive coordinator Joe Lee Dunn 
with Smoot’s highlight tape two years 

ago sure he’d ae a corner that 
rivaled Robert Bean, the Bulldogs All- 
SEC corner. He was met with strange 
looks from Smith and Dunn, who’d 

rown accustomed fo Bean’s acro- 
Poti heroics. But Smoot backed up 
all the praise. Q 


men Demotto Youngblood, Jadice Moore 
and Ronald Fields will have to provide depth. 

The kicking chores are in good hands 
with the return of All-SEC kicker Scott 
Westerfield, a Groza Award semifinalist 
last season, and a strong contender for 
All-American honors this time around. 

Westerfield won three games on last- 
second field goals a year ago and con- 
verted 18 of 20 PAT attempts and kicked 
18 field goals. 

Deep and short snapper Michael Ben- 
der also retums for his senior season but, 
a replacement for two-time All-SEC 
punter Jeff Walker could be a problem. 

Walker averaged over 42 yards per punt 
in each of his three seasons as the starter. 
His replacement, either senior Prentiss Cole 
or incoming freshman Jared Cook, are each 
yet to take the field in a college game. 

“It’s no different from any season,” 
Shentll said. “There are always going to 
be players that must be replaced. The dif- 
ference is, we’ve got the people in place 
to take care of it.” 

— Sekou Smith 
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& 
ne of Lou Holtz’s first statements 
when he was hired by South Car- 
olina was, “We're not going to 

win just because I’m here.” 

Then he spent the 1999 season 


proving it. 
Amid a renewed sense of hope 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAMECOCKS 


“I finally feel free to coach,” Lou 
Holtz said. 

With his wife’s health improved and 
a full sense of the challenge that’s ahead, 
Holtz presses on, looking for ways to 
make the Gamecocks a player in the 
difficult SEC East. 


teams at Notre Dame, it’s not. Holtz 
admits he’s never coached a team that 
ran anything even similar to this. But that 
hasn't diminished his enthusiasm for it. 
“I’m more excited about this than 
anything I've done since 1970, when we 
went to the veer. I’m more excited about 


Holtz Committed to Turning Around USC 


spurred on by Holtz’s arrival, the Game- 
cocks fell flat on their face, becoming the 
first Southeastern Conference team ever 
to go 0-11. 

A football program with a history of 
mediocrity had hit a new low. All this with 
the legendary coach at the controls. 

Sure, there were plenty of reasons 
why, mostly having to do with injuries 
and inexperience. 

But none of that matters to Holtz 
now. Since his hiring, there have been 
whispers that he would stay only a year or 
two before handing off to Skip Holtz, his 
son and offensive coordinator. 

That talk seems to have dissipated. 
Last season’s string of losses, coupled 
with the nation’s longest losing streak at 
21 games, has re-energized the boss. 
Even though he admits this is a far 
tougher job than he imagined, the chal- 
lenge has his full attention. 

“I'm not leaving here until we've 
turned this thing around,” Holtz said. “I'm 
not going anywhere.” 

There were times last season when, 
Holtz admits, it was difficult to give the 
Gamecocks his full attention. His wife, 
Beth, who has struggled with throat can- 
cer, went through a series of tests last fall 
that caused Holtz to miss a few practices. 

But last December, Beth Holtz was 
cleared with a clean bill of health by the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 


JUNIOR PHIL PETTY STARTED THE 
FIRST FOUR GAMES UNTIL HE WAS 
SIDELINED WITH A SPRAINED KNEE. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE/ICON SMI 


He started by changing the looks of the 
offense and defense. If something doesn't 
work — the record clearly indicates it did- 
n't — why keep doing the same thing? 
USC's 7.9 points per game was the worst 
among 1 14 Division I-A teams. 

Although Holtz says the new offense 
and defense were part of last year’s pack- 
age, they'll still give South Carolina 
a markedly different look for 2000. 

The offense will go with a spread 
look, which will feature one running back 
and at least three wide receivers. A fourth 
wideout could be another receiver or 
a tight end in the slot. 

The quarterback will work from the 
shotgun the majority of snaps and the 
Gamecocks might even tinker with a no- 
huddle approach. 

If this doesn’t sound like the Holtz 
who coached run-oriented, two-back 


at a glance 


19993 0-11 Overall; 0-8 SEC (6th East} 
COACH: Lou Holtz — At South Carolina: 0- 
11, 1 year; Overall: 216-106-7, 28 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |6; 10 
Offense, 6 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Derek Wat- 
son, WR Jermale Kelly, WR James 
Adkisson, LB Kalimba Edwards, NG Cleve- 
land Pinkney, CB Sheldon Brown 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The nation’s 
18th-ranked defense will make up for the 
loss of NFL draft pick John Abraham with 
emerging star Kalimba Edwards. Sheldon 

Brown, Kevin House and Rashad Faison 


what we can do with this against the peo- 
ple we play,” he said. “This gives us a 
chance to be successful. We're committed 
to it. We're committed to it ... until the 
second week.” 

Holtz’s wit remains sharp, even 
when his team isn’t. The biggest focus — 
and greatest need for improvement — 
this season will be at quarterback and 
offensive line. 

USC started six different quarterbacks 
last season. No other team in the nation 
started more than four. Junior Phil Petty 
started the first four until he was sidelined 
with a sprained knee. 

He's the incumbent and the one 
expected to guide this offense to the end 
zone, a space the Gamecocks found very 
few times in 1999 — eight times in all. 

Much of the reason for the offensive 
futility had to do with the line. The Game- 


give the Gamecocks a solid and experi- 

enced secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: USC must 
figure out its kicking game woes. 

A reliable placekicker is badly needed. 
OVERVIEW: If the offense adapts to its 
new spread formation, it could give the 
Gamecocks a chance to make some big 
plays, something that seldom happened 
last season. The defense is expected to 
be as good as last season, even with 
significant losses to graduation. Three 
or four wins might be considered 
a banner year. 
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MECOCKS* RECRUITING 


HOMETOWN Hick Scxoot / Couece 
ADKISSON, James B 6-4, 210 St. Louis, MO Kemper (MO) JC 


Junior college All-American @ As a sophomore, had 59 receptions for 1,375 yards and seven touchdowns # 
Had seven receptions for 256 yards and two touchdowns against Northeast Oklahoma. 


Name / Position Size 


ALEXANDER, Corey B 59,178 Mooresville, NC Gulf Coast (MS) JC 
Ployed in Shrine Bowd @ Hod 2,274 yards and 31 touchdowns as a prep junior. 
ALSTON, Jonathan L 65, 247 Goose Creek Stratford 


PrepStar ranked No. 9 player in the Atlantic Region @ All-State @ All-Region @ Lowcountry Lineman of the Year 
Played in the Shrine Bowl. 


Rl pnb neanty Wyatt Ba aii Abbeville neers 
Rated No. 7 in the Atlantic Region by PrepStar # in @ Asa senior, had 130 
les, one interception, three fumbles caused and one fumble recovered @ Had five receptions for 172 yards and 
one touchdown @ Three-year letterman # Member of basketball team. 


EILAND, DeAndre B upelo 
comerback and wide receiver @ Hod 55 tackles and five interceptions as a senior @ Runs 110-meter 


60,175 Tupelo, MS T 


Played 
hurdles at 13.4 seconds, one of the fastest times in the nation. 


GARRISON, Jeremiah L 61,205 Belton Belion-Honea Path 
Had 526 career tackles, four interceptions ond six blocked kicks @ Tied school record with 98-yard rushing 
touchdown @ Four-year lelterman # Member of baseball team. 


GAUSE, Andrea B 5.9, 185 Conway Conwy 

Asa senior, had 1,637 yards rushing and 24 touchdowns Hod 1,750 yards rushing as a junior Returned 
two punts and two kickoffs for touchdowns # Scored 47 career touchdowns @ Had nine career receptions for 
106 yards, 


GRAY, Gonzie B 60, 180 Waldorf, MD Westlake 
PrepStar rated No. 9 running back in the Atlantic Region @ Had 502 yards rushing and four touchdowns as a 
senior @ Had 25 tockles and one interception As a junior, averaged 13.5 yards per carry. 


HARRIS, Jason L 66, 340 Greenville Wade Hampton 
All-State  All-County @ All-Region # As a senior, graded 85 percent on blocking assignments. | 


Rented Neng 62,195 Sumter 

Ranked No <r kn Al pen by Po Poin ir Bo al 95 oh 
ing and 18 touchdowns, averaging 8.2 yards per carry as a senior Scored three touchdowns of 90-yards or 

lorge (92, 94 and 97) @ Hod 98 tackles, including 67 solo, iwo interceptions and 10 touchdown-saving tackles 


JOHN-FINN, Ron L 6-4, 240 FL Apopka 
Rated one of the top defensive linemen in Florida # As a senior, had 96 tackles, including eight for loss, six 
quarterback sacks and three blocked kicks. 


JOHNSON, Jack L 62,215 Myrtle Beach 
Mate bask Se saCcesoeltiaes ie ieee Maem ORs Lh ka eee Gk 
state frack meet in 100-meter dash. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


JOHNSON, Nick L 65,320 loganville, GA loganville 
PrepStar ranked No. 15 lineman in the Southeast Region @ Atlanta Journal Constitution Top 50 in Georgia # 
All-State @ Graded 85 percent on blocking assignments as a senior @ Had 30 pancake blocks. 


MONROE, Rochiem B 59,175 Honchon 

Rated No. Pe bal le ease pagan by Pree fled nico mal setting interception 
record with three @ As a senior, best 1a aie en enero ¢ Hos sees cer hn ey 
Retumed three punts for touchdowns @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash 


MUHAMMAD, Togiy B 61, 180 Wilmingfon, NC 
Had 1 P52 cate hin berks new hash Hebd SOD yrs tg tod 95 dbo bd ap 
seasons @ As a junior, played quarterback State champion in the 110-meter high hurdles. 


PINKINS, Dondrial B sear Camilla, GA be beakers: a 
PrepStar ranked No. 5 quarterback in the Soubheast Region As a senior, hod 1,210 yards passing ond 11 
touchdowns @ Hod 950 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns. 

REESE, Jarrod B 63,210 Seminole, OK Coffeyville (KS) JC 


Had 1,460 yards passing and nine touchdowns as a junior college sophomore @ Had 400 yards rushing and 
eight touchdowns. 


ROBINSON, Dunia B 61,170 Athens, GA Clarke Central 

Tre ear srr @ Hoye ese bak ving back nd wide civ @ As. ei, ana 
fions and eight passes broken up @ Had six rushing louchdowns # Retumed one punt and one kickoff for 
downs @ Runs 44 in he 40-yard dash # Member ofthe basketball fem, 


SMALLS, Corl L 6-2, 255 Charleston 
Fs Rand ia ick Gok cman fan Laka ie woe eive smaae 
Two-time state champion in discus. 


STRICKLAND, John L 6-4, 295 Bainbridge, GA Bainbridge 
All-Region @ All-State @ As a senior, graded 82 percent on blocking assignments # Had 45 pancake blocks. 
THORNE, Preston L 6-0, 265 Summerville Summerville 


| Two+time All-Region @ All-State @ Played in Shrine Bowl @ Hod 129 tackles, including 80 solo, 14 tackles for 
loss and 12 quarterback sacks as a senior # Member of the baseball team. 


TURNER, Hort L 65, Spartanburg Dorman 
Abin ¢ Ate ¢ Aol Sah Argan Hee om ee onoip # A 
senior, had 16 receptions for 203 yards and five touchdowns @ Three-year member of basketball 


WALKER, Chad L 6-4, 300 Albertville Albertville 
Bench presses 345 pounds Squats 570 pounds @ Outstanding run blocker 
WILSON, Rod B 6-3, 203 Cross 


Rated No. 5 quarterbock in the Atlantic Rags by Six eA Ss Banko al 100 A 
yards offense as a senior @ Hod ID unakclene peassiial TA eehdoue waheg oar pa ee 110 
yards rushing and 10 touchdowns @ Member of basketball, baseball and track teams. 


AWOOKCATMTHE*GAMEGOGKE 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(0-1 l, 0-8) = PASSING = | Sept. 2 New Mexico State 
NAME At Comp Yarps Pct TD Int | 
O N.C. State 10 | Petty 146 65 803 «445 «1 ~=7| ~=| Sept. 9 Georgia 
Goodman 65, 32-572, 492-3) | 
9 Georgia 24 RUSHING | Sept. 16 — Eastern Michigan 
3. East Carolina 21 Mow Sapin td Sa 
Watson aT si SE ae | Sept. 23. Mississippi State 
0 Mississippi State 17 Pinnock 73 261 36 = 223 
PP Brewer 35 163 «47.~=CO8SC« | Sept. 30 at Alabama 
10 Mississippi 36 Williams 7 a ee 
RECEIVING Oct. 7 — atKentucky 
10 Kentucky 30 = SoS = 
NAME No ‘Yarps ~~ Av lc 1D 
' | Oct. 14. Arkansas 
14 Arkansas 48 Kelly 24 366 15.3 39 1 | | 
Hood 16 ji CEO {eee | i 
10 Vanderbilt W Nesmih E 700 13 3 7 o| | Oct. 21 — at Vanderbilt 
Watson 55 0 | 
7 Tennessee 30 DeaievE eee Od ae: alonnessee 
3 Fisrida 20 Tackues: Atkins 104; Harney 91; Brown 71; Green 66. Nov. 11 at Florida 
Interceptions: Green 2; Brown 2; Harney 2 
21 Clemson 3] | QB Sacks: Abraham 6; Edwards 5; Faison 3; Caldwell 3. | Nov. 18 at Clemson 
ies. | TACKLES For Loss: Atkins 9; Caldwell 9; Abraham 5; Faison 5. | 4} 
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cocks started 16 different linemen, some 
of whom actually made the jump from 
defense to offense the week they started. 

They still tried to power through 
defenses in a two-back and sometimes 
three-back formation. The Game- 
cocks ran the ball 61 percent of the 
time, but averaged just 2.3 yards 
per carry. That’s because they had 
567 yards in lost-yardage plays. 

The purpose of the spread 
offense is not necessarily to throw 
the ball more, but to open up more 
running lanes for Derek Watson 
and Andrew Pinnock. 

Watson was a huge hit in the 
opener as a true freshman, rushing 
for 115 yards at North Carolina 
State. He was plagued by injuries 
and a lack of confidence the rest of 
the season, finishing with 394, as 
his offensive line deteriorated 
before his eyes. 

Pinnock played at 260 pounds 
as a true freshman, drawing com- 
parisons to Jerome Bettis, whom 
Holtz coached at Notre Dame. His 
playing status was held up for five 
games by the NCAA Clearing- 
house, but when he finally got on 
the field, he showed why he was 
the nation’s No. 2-rated fullback 
coming out of Bloomfield, Conn. 

Pinnock is down to 240 
pounds, which only enhances his 
combination of size and 4.5-sec- 
ond speed in the 40-yard dash. 

No matter how well each of 
these backs play, it won’t matter if 
the offensive line doesn’t do its 
job. Part of the thinking behind 
going with the new offense is that 
it will aid the linemen. They won't 
be expected to physically bowl 
over opponents like last season. 

Anything to help a group that 
allowed 45 sacks; only Kentucky 


has created more competition. 

Travelle Wharton and junior Melvin 
Paige appear to be the frontrunners at 
tackle. Wharton, a freshman, actually prac- 
ticed a few weeks last fall before the 


LOU HOLTZ’S WIT REMAINS SHARP, EVEN 
WHEN HIS TEAM ISN'T. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE/ICON SMI 


surrendered more (52) and it threw 
191 more passes. 

“We're not very deep in the offensive 
line, and when you spread out three wide- 
outs and a tight end or four wideouts, their 
chances of matching up become a little 
more difficult,” Holtz said. “That eliminates 
everybody crowding the line with their 
defensive backs. Maybe that'll give Wat- 
son and Pinnock some running room. 
That's the main thing.” 

With a healthy offensive line, USC can 
go two-deep with experience. Players 
who are backups have gained playing 
time because of injuries in the past. That 


2000 


Clearinghouse ruled him ineligible. Paige 
is entering his third season as a starter 
and, even though he possesses great size 
at 6-5, 300-pounds, the Gamecocks hope 
he’s developed a little more mental 
toughness to deal with nagging injuries. 

Junior Philip Jones missed spring prac- 
tice because of surgery on both big toes, 
but he did practice the shotgun snap rou- 
tinely and should regain his starting posi- 
tion in the fall. 

The guards appear to be sophomore 
Cedric Williams and junior Larrell Johnson. 


USC has a number of candidates at 
wide receiver, but few who are proven 
quantities. Jermale Kelly and junior col- 
lege transfer James Adkisson are proba- 
bly the most reliable. Another juco, 
Corey Alexander, has the speed 
to be a big-play guy. 

The defense steered clear of any 
problems with its line by eliminat- 
ing two of them. USC has junked 
its five-man front for a 3-3-5 look, 
which essentially was its nickel 
package from a year ago. 

“Instead of us having to adjust, 
we're going to make people adjust 
to us,” defensive coordinator Char- 
lie Strong said. 

In a conference that is going 
increasingly more to the pass, 
Strong feels USC’s best chance to 
stop teams is to line up in the nickel 
from the beginning. This alignment 
features three down linemen, three 
linebackers and five defensive 
backs, in particular two strong 
safeties who can provide run sup- 
port or drop back into coverage. 

“This allows us to get our play- 
makers on the field,” said Strong, 
whose defense lost three of its top 
six tacklers. 

Senior Cleveland Pinkney 
anchors the line at nose guard. 

His quick moves and physical style 
make him tough to root out of the 
middle. He'll be flanked by a pair 
of ends who could be Anthony 
Overstreet, John Stamper, Dennis 
Quinn or Langston Moore. 

Kalimba Edwards, a junior line- 
backer, is expected to be this 
unit's biggest playmaker. At 6-6, 
258 pounds, he has prototypical 
outside linebacker size. The Game- 
cocks foresee him being an effec- 
tive pass rusher. 

What Edwards likes about the new 
scheme is its unpredictable nature. It 
compares somewhat with Mississippi 
State. The Gamecocks will move their line- 
backers all over the place, with the hope that 
offenses won't know where Edwards and his 
mates are coming from. 

“That's the whole objective,” Edwards 
said. “Last year, teams always knew 
where the defensive linemen were and 
where the middle linebacker was. In this, 
they won't be able to tell.” 

Junior Kenneth Harney, who was sec- 
ond in tackles with 91 last season, is 
expected to be the middle linebacker, 
even though he missed spring practice 


Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 183 


Pos. Class Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 


88 Jomes Adkisson WR dr 64 210 St.Louis, MO 85 Ichnlivengocd ——DS_de_— S11 280 Sumer 

7 Michoel Ages WR So 510 160 Rex,GA 39 Jondhon Morin «DB-««So. «S10 209 Columbia 

3 Corey Alexander RB sk «5878 Mowresle,NC_ 45. Franky McCulum = BS So G2 238 Florence 

52_ elf Bornes OL Fr 64 250 Fayeterile, GA $4 Juin McGuire Lr 62 290. Imo 

49 JomesBek 1B Fr 62 230 Foreshille, MD 56 langsion Moore DLs «G1 267 Charleson 
‘70 TnBall GL SBT 299 Kosciusko, MS 1 Anione Nesmith DB 6:0 209 Welerboro 

26 ReidBeheo -«sPK.-SoSr_~—=«S7 (155. DublinGA 63. Heoth Nivens. OS 64 257 bmo 

21 RyonBrewer WR So 510205 Versailles, OH ‘80 DonovanNomon WR Sr 60 188 Enoree 

“24 SheldonBrowm «Bk =< (187 Lewisville = 36 Andre Offng «= WB Sr TAT Houston, TK 
50 ScottBrowne OL. Sr 6:2 275 locksomville, FL 20 Wille Oford DB ok «61 207 Poloko, FL 
“33 Jocob Bush RB Sr 5-11 248 Jockomvl, FL. 99 Anthony Oversrest DL Sr_—«&-2 264 Alonlo,GA 
95 Cecil Coldwell DL Sr 1 280 Newbery 72 MehinPoige = OL. sr «65 -303-_ilon 

83. Jason Copers TE fr 63 242 Hortville ‘14. Phil Patty QB 63 205 Boling Springs 
5. Jaxon Corse K Sr 510 180. Loke Fores, “62 Cleveland Pinkney DL. Sr_—« 62285. Sumber 

30 O’Rondai Cox DB ode S11 177 Decohr,GA 4 Andrew Pinnock RB So 6-0 242 Bloomfield, CT 
18 KyleCrobb = TE Sk © 6-4 228 DublnGA = 83 amie Price © WR Sr «Sed 150 Roanoke, VA 
"8 Ted Crovdord WR fr 59 175° lihonio, GA 93. Dennis Quinn OB So 64 240 Weshingon, GA 
47 Tyeles Deon P So 58 (189 Bomwel = 53 JonahonRogons OL «So. 6:27 Polka, 
55 Kalimba Edwards OB dr 66 258 East Point, GA 18. Josh Rogers Bk 63.215 bosGolos, CA 
25 Brion Elam D8 So 60 175 North Augusto “98. Willie Soms DL Sr = 65-270 Brodenton, FL 
“11 Rashad Faison DB So 58 188 Wauchula, FL 87 WottsSanderson OL So. 6S 281 Tampo, Fl 
42 Pat Fleming 1B So 61 210 Manning 67 Kevin Sayler DS Jr 60 206 Barnwell 
"7 Govinford RBs 59 232 N.MyrleBeoch 82. Brion Scot WR 62 212 Dartington 

58 CJ. Fre OL So 63 285 Cohmbia 23. Jomie Scot D8 So 510 198 Mullins 
Note Gary DB So Sill 210 lowes 6 NatronScoh = DL 60265 Kingsree 
40 DonielGawronski  B«So. 1.240 Nashville, NC 25. Poirick Shutters P So &d 190 Chatonooga, TN 
35 AndeGoodman DB kr 510 180 Greemile «15 KevinSides «= WRlsSe~=S«S.177 China Grove 
17 MikolGoodnen —-«sQB-So. «3-185. Daytona Beach, FL 6 TreinSmith =F BO 195 Moncks Comer 
7) Shane Hal OL So 66 290 _Indion Mls, NI 10 Carlos Spikes Br GD 190 Tallhase, FL 
89 Willis Hom WR So 63 205 Columbia 91 John Stomper Dood = 6&4 255 Andrews 
“4d KemrathHomey = Be 62289 Alendole 86 MotSiewot TE k= G1 195 Roebuck 
48. Thomos Hil TES 63 209 lite River 59 Dennis Thomas Os 61 273 Cahounfalls 
4 Adom Holmes DS 62 285 Moning 34 Rod Thomas = BS 1218 Dalond, FL. 
| 29 Kevin House DB 51) 180 Tampa, Fl 81 Rod Troford TE Jt 6&4 249 Verona, NI 

31. DarionHuiceson Bk S11 287 Alin, GA Ai ShonnonWadey IB r+] 228 Swainsboro, GA 
51 MarcoHutchinson 1B Sr 242 Rock 22. Derek Watson RB SoG} 205 Willson 
73. Lomell Johnson OL 61 24 Tompa,FL 68 Trovele Wharton OL Fr «64295 FountainInn 
85. Philip Jones O sk 62 27 Sndhill,GA 9 Andre Wigall DB fr 5:9 165. Moncks Comer 
84 Jermole Kelly WR Sr 6&2 208 Greenville 78 Cedric Wiliams OL So 63 290 James tsland 
‘13 EicKimey QB k= 61208 imo 4 lenny Wiliams B_So. 4-200 ‘Tampa, FL 

19 Keith Knog DB So SI) 180 Mouldin % Tim Yom Da Fr S10. 160 Reddick, FL 

97 Trovis Lewis Dh ok 660 280. Lota Roster and depth chort subject to chonge. 

| 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
FOERNEE 5. Ts ee eee) 


QB Phil Petty, Jr*/Erik Kimrey, So | DE Cecil Caldwell, Sr*/ Langston Moore, So 
RB Derek Watson, So*/Andrew Pinnock, So* NG Cleveland Pinkney, Sr*/Travis Lewis, Jr 
WR James Adkisson, Jr/Willis Ham, So- 7 | DE Anthony Overstreet, Sr*/John Stamper, Jr 
“WR Jermale Kelly, Sr*/Michael Ages,So OLB Kalimba Edwards, Jr*/Rod Thomas, So 
SLOT Corey Alexander, Jr/Ryan Brewer, So ; | |B Kenneth Harney, Je*/Marco Hutchinson, Sr 
"TE Rod Trafford, Jr/ Thomas Hill, Sr 1B Shannon Wadley, Jr/Darion Hutcherson, J Jr 
“IT Travelle Wharton, Fr/Watts Sanderson, So SPUR Willie Offord, Jr/O’Rondai Cox, Jr” 
1G Cedric Williams, So* /Jeff Barnes, Fr CB Kevin House, Jr*/Andre Goodman, Jr 
C Philip Jones, Jr*/Jonathan Ragans, So CB Sheldon Brown, Jr*/Tim Yarn, Fr — 
RG Lorrell Johnson, Jr /C.J. Frye, So SS Rashad Faison, So*/Jonathan Martin, So 
RT. Melvin Paige, Jr° /Shane Hall, So FS Antione Nesmith, Jr/Brian Elam, So 2 
"PK Reid Bethea, Sr/Tyeler Dean So P  Tyeler Dean, So/Patrick Shutters, So 
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SPRING UPDATE 


he most common topic around 

the dorm room of Corey Alexan- 

der and James Adkisson is which 
wide receiver is faster. 

“Oh, no question, I am,” Alexander 
said. 

“I keep telling Corey,” Adkisson said, 
“that I'm faster.” 

Such debates don’t concern wide 
receivers coach Todd Fitch, who desper- 
ately needed speed in any package at his 
position. The pair of junior college trans- 
fers bring that in their own unique way. 

Adkisson measures 6-5 and gallops 
with a long, sinewy stride. Alexander, at 
5-9, skirts across the field like a water bug 
and is just as hard to catch. 

Both made impacts during South 
Carolina’s spring practices and should play 
a prominent role this season. 

Adkisson, a St. Louis native who came 
to the Gamecocks from Kemper Military 
(Mo.), will line up as an outside receiver. 

“The way the game has evolved with 
big receivers, you've got to have somebody 
like James who can get behind the sec- 
ondary,” Fitch said. “He gives you the 
potential for the big play.” 

Alexander, from Gulf Coast (Miss.), will 
line up in the slot, where he can run pass 
routes or figure into the running game on 
reverses and options. 

“Corey possesses great running ability 
after the catch,” Fitch said. “He can make 
guys miss and he’s got great open-field 
vision and moves.” 

¢ USC's biggest problem entering 
spring practice was the offensive line. 
While concerns remain, the Gamecocks 
found a couple of players. Freshman Trav- 
elle Wharton, who sat out the fall because 
he didn’t qualify academically, stepped 
right in and won the job at left tackle. Also, 
right tackle Shane Hall made a big impres- 
sion, pushing two-year starter Melvin 
Paige. If they stay free of injuries, the 
Gamecocks can go two-deep on the line, 
thanks in large part to the injuries of the 
past two seasons that allowed reserves to 
gain experience. 

¢ USC's coaches think cornerback 
Sheldon Brown, a junior, is a star in the 
making. That was evident in the spring 
game, when the offense didn’t attempt 
a pass to the man he was covering. 

— Mike Smith 
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DEREK WATSON WAS A HIGHLY RATED 
PROSPECT COMING OUT OF 
WILLIAMSTON, S.C. 

PHOTO BY JONATHAN DANIEL / ALLSPORT USA 


because of offseason shoulder surgery. 
But he'll be pressed by senior Marco 
Hutchinson, who manned the position 
through the spring. 

USC's secondary should yield the 
most playmakers. While replacing a pair 
of longtime regulars in Ray Green and 
Arturo Freeman, the Gamecocks like 
their talent here. 

Sheldon Brown and Kevin House are 
junior cornerbacks with significant experi- 
ence from their first two seasons. Corner- 
back Rashad Faison has been moved to 
one of the strong safety positions. 

The most surprising position change 
of the offseason came when junior 
Antione Nesmith went from fullback, 
where he started most of the last two sea- 
sons, to free safety. 

“The secondary needed a good, 
strong, physical guy, and Nesmith has 
good physical dimensions,” Holtz said of 
the 6-0, 210-pounder. “We're not moving 
him over there to compete; we're moving 
him over there to play.” 

USC's defense was vastly improved 
last season, vaulting up to 18th nationally, 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


New Formations May Be the Ticket for Watson 


erek Watson set the bar high 
D when he opened the 1999 sea- 

son with 118 yards rushing as 
a true freshman. 

It went downhill from there, result- 
ing in a string of 11 straight losses that 
still chafe the 6-2, 209-pound running 
back. He thinks that’s going to change. 
And his performance this season will 
have a lot to do with that. 

“I've never lost in high school, 
never lost in middle school. I’m just not 
a loser,” Watson said. “I hate losing. 
Going 0-11, how much more motiva- 
tion can you have? That’s what's moti- 
vating me this season.” 

Watson was a highly-rated 
prospect coming out of Williamston, 
S.C. He spurned Tennessee, which was 
coming off a national championship, 
to sign with the Gamecocks. 

And when he burst on the scene by 
topping the 100-yard mark at N.C. 
State, expectations went through the 
roof. In the next 10 games, however, 
Watson managed just 276 yards as the 
offense was shut out in the opener and 
got worse from there. 


but it lacked the ability to create 
turnovers. The Gamecocks forced just 23 
turnovers, which tied for ninth in the SEC. 
Their minus-four turnover ratio ranked 
10th in the league. 

While question marks abound on 
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} OLTZ SET A NEW 


PERSONAL-BEST 
BY SAYING THE WORD 


‘DISASTROUS’ AFTER 
EVERY MENTION OF THE 
KICKING GAME. 


offense and defense, perhaps no area 
requires as much improvement as special 
teams. Holtz set a new personal-best by 
saying the word “disastrous” after every 
mention of the kicking game. 

Gone is special-teams coordinator Jon 


The Gamecocks have changed their 
straight-ahead running attack for a 
trendier spread formation that features 
one back and four wide receivers. By 
spreading the field, they envision more 
lanes to run in for Watson. 

“| think it’s better for me because 
| think | see the field real well,” Watson 
said. “The coaches aren't telling us cer- 
fain places to run. any re giving us the 
ball and letting us make a wise decision.” 

Running Backs coach Buddy Pough 
expects Watson to emerge as one sg 
the team’s leaders this season. Other 
players respect Watson’s talents; they 
tend to listen when he talks. 

“We've just got to get Derek the 
ball and we'll do it in different ways,” 
Pough said. “He can do so man 
things. He could be our best ter the 
back; he could be our best linebacker; 
he could be our best receiver. He’s just 
such a fantastic athlete. We're going to 
get him the ball and let his natural tal- 
ents take over.” 

This time, the Gamecocks are bank- 
ing Watson’s season lasts more than 
one game. U 


Fabris to the Cleveland Browns. The new 
coordinator has a familiar face: Holtz. 
“Last year was the first year I hadn't 
been the coordinator,” Holtz said. “If our 
kicking game is not one of the best in the 
country, you can blame me completely.” 
Holtz is starting from scratch because 
his placekicker, punter and kick returners 
are gone. Reid Bethea and John Corse 
competed in the spring for placekicker 
with neither emerging. Holtz went to the 
soccer team to get John Harr, but a groin 
injury held him out most of the spring. 
Holtz still has many more questions 
than answers. With the losses on defense, 
he says this season could be as tough as 
last season. The schedule eases somewhat, 
replacing N.C. State and East Carolina with 
New Mexico State and Eastern Michigan. 
But in the always difficult SEC, the 
Gamecocks lose Mississippi and pick up 
Alabama, which has turned itself into a 
national-title contender. “When the 
wind’s not blowing, you've got to row the 
boat,” Holtz said. “Right now, we have no 
wind. We've got to row the sucker.” 
— Mike Smith 
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o underscore the disappointment of 
last season’s 9-3 record, all Ten- 
nessee had to do was replay the 
2000 draft. 
Eight Vols were selected in the first 
two rounds, and that excluded quarter- 
back Tee Martin, a fifth-round pick. 


TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEERS 


delivering a hard blow. It was almost comical 
the way they avoided contact. 

“It looked like Goodrich and Grant 
were trying to keep from getting injured,” 
said one NFL scout. “The question with 
Grant was if he couldn’t tackle or just 
wouldn't tackle.” 


and people told them how good they 
were, and they forgot how they got there. 
“We didn’t listen quite as well last 
year, and we as coaches had a lot to do 
with that. When you see that, you've got 
to yank them back in line.” 
Receiver Cedrick Wilson said it was 


Vols Putting Emphasis Back on ‘Team’ 


Tennessee had more talent last season 
than Florida — and lost. 

Tennessee had considerably more tal- 
ent than Arkansas — and lost. 

And the Vols, based on the draft, had 
more talent than Nebraska — and lost. 

In an attempt to defend its national 
championship, Tennessee underachieved. 
The Vols were very good at times, very 
average at others. They were exceptional 
in beating Georgia for the ninth time in 
a row, Alabama for the fifth straight year 
and Notre Dame. 

But against Florida, Memphis, Arkan- 
sas and Nebraska, the Vols hardly played 
like a Top 20 team. They lost three of 
those games and needed a fourth-quarter 
rally to beat a suspect Memphis team. 

The day before Tennessee began 
spring practice in March, coach Phillip Ful- 
mer traced the troubles of 1999. 

“We're looking to take selfishness 
completely out of the football team,” 
Fulmer said. 

“At times, it seemed like the names 
on the back of the jersey meant more 
than the ‘T’ on the helmet. We don’t 
want any of that. 

“I’m not mad at any specific players in 
the program, but it crept in and it cost us 
that edge of being undefeated again.” 

Fulmer didn’t have to call names. But it’s 
evident he was referring to free safety Deon 
Grant, tailback Jamal Lewis and comerback 
Dwayne Goodrich, and possibly others. 
Grant and Goodrich weren't real interested in 


TRAVIS HENRY HAS RUSHED FOR 1,760 
YARDS AND AVERAGED OVER SIX YARDS A 
CARRY THE PAST TWO SEASONS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F. GRIESHOP / SCHWARTZMAN PHOTOGRAPHY 


That hurt both in the NFL draft. 
Despite his immense athletic ability — he 
tied for the nation’s lead with nine inter- 
ceptions — Grant wasn’t taken until the 
second round. And despite a lack of cor- 
nerbacks in the draft, Goodrich was still 
around in the second round. 

Lewis, according to one scout, looked 
like he gave up on the team. He elected 
not to play against Kentucky, the 10th 
game of the season, because of a slight 
ankle sprain that wasn't deemed serious. 
Still, because of impressive workouts, 
Lewis was the fifth overall pick in the draft. 

At the Fiesta Bowl, several Vols talked 
more about their pro options than 
Nebraska's option. 

“I don’t know all the reasons,” Fulmer 
said of the Vols who played more for 
themselves than the team. “Part of it is 
human nature. They had a lot of success 


at a glance 


obvious some players were more inter- 
ested in being individuals — and he vows 
that won't happen again. 

“There's not going to be any room on 
this team for people wanting to be self- 
ish,” Wilson said. “I don’t know when it 
broke down last year, but everybody in 
the country could tell it. There were some 
undisciplined things going on.” 

Tailback Travis Henry, who, like Wil- 
son, is a senior, has taken it upon himself 
to provide proper leadership. 

“When we found out so many guys 
were leaving from last year, it seemed like 
everybody thought it was going to be the 
end of the world for us,” Henry said. “Me 
and Cedrick got together and made it 
known that this is our team now, and 
there ain't going to be no more ‘I’ and 
‘me.’ It’s going to be ‘we’ and ‘us.’ ” 

Many coaches and players who were 


1999: 9-3 Overall; 6-2 SEC (2nd East) 

COACH: Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee 
and Overall: 76-14, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 Offense, 
5 defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Travis Henry, 
WR Cedrick Wilson, DE Will Overstreet, 
OLB Eric Westmoreland, CB Andre Lott, 
P David Leaverton 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Quality and 
depth at running back, led by the bruising 
Travis Henry, plus receiver, with Cedrick 
Wilson. The defensive line, despite losing 
three quality players, is anchored by Will 


Overstreet and John Henderson. Punting 
and return game could be outstanding. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive 
line is young and inexperienced, and so 
is the quarterback. The secondary loses 

three starters and will be tested. 
OVERVIEW: The Vols could have the 
same record as last year (9-3), but not 
be as good, Team inexperience is 
compounded by a top-heavy schedule 
that features Florida, Georgia and 
Alabama in the first half. The Vols’ streak 
of five straight Top 10 finishes will be 
in jeopardy. 
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OLUNTEERS*RECRUITING 


Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Coulece 


BAKER, Rashad WR 60, 185 Camden, NJ Woodrow Wilson 
SuperPrep rated No. 16 wide receiver nationally # Ranked No. 15 wideout nationally by The National Recruit- 
ing Advisor @ All-State # As a senior, had 37 receptions for 730 yards. 


BROWN, Tony WR 63,190 Louderdale Lakes, FL St. Thomas Aquinas 
PrepStar All-American # Ranked No, 15 player in Florida by SuperPrep # Two-time All-State. 


jeep Kevin B 62,216 Compton, CA 
All-American # SupesPrep rated No. Je delete toch incl lang Book hea 
e West @ Second-team All-State @ All-league As a senior, had 650 yards rushing and 16 


CAMPBELL, Tony B 63,191 Athens, GA Fork Union Military Acad. 
cua 100 tackles, seven interceptions and two fumbles caused @ Prep All-State. 


CAREY, Shyrone 5-9, 170 Bridge City, Aschbishop Shaw 
USA Tedoy Al All Fait @ Ranked No. 1 athlete eer iy PrepStor @ SuperPrep rated No. 2 ove | 
player in Louisiana @ All-State @ Had 7,424 career all-purpose yards and 82 touchdowns. 


Name / Posimon 


raph Best 
S. 


CLAUSEN, Cosey QB 6-4, 210 Alemony 

Parade All-American # PrepStar All-American # Twort mi AS e205 ping oe 3h 
downs as a senior # As a junior, had 3,216 yards passing and 29 touchdowns. 

DICKERSON, Mondre E 6, 265 Memphis Melrose 


Pp! 
tor All-American Rated re 3 ed = in Tennessee by SuperPrep @ Knoxville News-Sentinel 
No. 5 player in Tennessee @ Two-time All-State @ Two-year starter. 


GREER, Jabori WR 5-11, 170 Jackson Southside 
SuperPrep ranked No. 9 player in Tennessee @ Rated No. 3 player in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel, 


HILSHER, Brad L 6-4, 265 ryville Maryville 
Rated No. 11 last eroushy acute Saale Wake he agg senior, had 55 tackles, 
including 12 for loss, and eight quarterback sacks # Played offensive tack! 


ny eke bod Ns en overall player Me by 
PrepStor hie ® Res No. 22 in Virginio 
Pg hinetcn e ALDasi eiuecoardet oka ence 


JONES, Mark WR 5-10, 170 Sarr PA Strath Hoven 
SuperPrep rated No. 3 pi proipe in Peonshanio Ron No. 1 athlete in East Region pelea 
burgh Post-Gazeite Player of the Year All-State @ Four-yeor starter at wide receiver and 


B $9, 180 ko, AL ko 
Perko is ot eiAkdete GuseeRegseneat D eciets monde a injury. 


McCLURE, Victor L 6-5, 280 Hixson Soddy-Daisy 
spe ep sa Ho 10 player in Tennessee @ Ranked No. 8 player Tennessee by Knowle News Sentinel ® 
@ Asa senior, had 65 tackles, including 12 for loss, and five quarterback sacks. 


McGRUDER, lynn L 63,285 North Las Vegas, NV chpene 
All-American and Dream Team, ranked No. “ese er hed eacecl 6 
ive lineman nationally by The National Recruiting Advisor @ Gatorade Nevada Player of the Year. 


Thomas Dale 
Seats ee em epee 
ive tackle. 


HOMETOWN 


Name / Posmion 


Size HiGH ScHoot / CouEcE 


MOORE, E 6-4, 245 Marietta, GA lossiter 
SuperPrep All-Americon Honorable mention All-State @ Two-time All-County @ As a senior, had 62 tockles, 
6.5 quarterback sacks and 59 quarterback hurries # Team captain. | 


| MUNOZ, Michael L 67, 285 Cincinnati, OH Archbishop Moeller 
Porade All-American # Rivals 00.com All-American # Gatorade Ohio Player of the Year ¢ Rated No. 2 offen- 
sive lineman nationally by The Notional Recruiting Advisor @ Had 109 pancake blocks as a senior, 


NEAL, Karlton LB 6-4, 235 Chicago, Morgan Park 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 4 linebacker in Midwes Rajon @ Rated No. 13 overall player in Midwest 
| Region by SuperPrep @ All-State @ Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 65 tackles ond eight quarterback sacks. 


| OWENS, OJ.B 61,195 New London, NC North Stanly 
| Porade All-American # Rivals100.com All-American # Rated No. 2 overall player in North Carolina and No. 9 


| defensive back Stefan # Banden NG. 7 cole tayy es eer eee econ 
| Advisor @ PrepStar isoora fv 4 overall player in Atlantic Region @ Two-time All-State 


PEACE, Robert LB 63, 235 Ruston, LA Ruston 
USA Today All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ Louisiana Defensive Player of the Year # Two-time All- 
| State @ Three-fime All-District @ Three-year starter # As a senior, had 126 tekles, including 14 for loss. 


| RATTAY, John G8 6-4, 205 Phoenix, Desert Vista 
PrepStar All-American @ Two-time All-State Had 2,231 sasurasst cos eastoees ceca 


ROGERS, Courtney TE 6-4, 240 Memphis Fairley 
PrepStar All-American, ranked No. 6 tight end in Southeast Region # Two-time All-Region # Three-year starter | 
| @As.a senior, had 23 yore su inde raters ne 


parental mae 5 Newton, KS ond Coffeyville CC 
Junior ‘onference @ 45 tackles, 16 posses broken up two interceptions as a sophomore # 
Asa freshman, had 30 tocKles ond 17 posses broker up @ Prep All Conference @ All Region 


SMITH, Chavis L 6-3, 250 Forest City, NC Fork Union Military Acad. | 
Hod 20 tackles in one game at Fork Union # Hod 50 tackles, including 10 for loss, two fumbles caused and two | 
fumbles recovered os a freshman @ The National Recruiting Advisor rated No. 4 prep linebacker in ACC | 
Region @ Ranked No. 6 player in North Carolina by SuperPrep @ Three-year starter. 


| 


| TAYLOR, Andre L 63, 265 Toronto, Ontario Central Technical 
Conado All-Stor @ All-City # All-Region @ Two-year starter at offensive and defensive tackle. 
WHEELER, Lee B 5-10, 170 Coolidge, AZ 


Coolidge 
All-American, rated No. 4 defensive back in West Region @ Ranked No. 5 overall player in Arizona by Super- | 
Prep @ Arizona Defensive Player of the Year @ All-State on offense and defense @ Two-time All-Region. 


WITTEN, Jason E 6-6, 262 Elizabethton Elizabethton 
| PrepSiar All-American, ranked No. 6 defensive lineman in Southeast Region ¢ Rated No. 1 player in Tennessee 
| | by Knoxville News Seninel @ Two-time Al Stale @ Runner-up for Tennessee Me. Football @ Four-year starter. 


| YOUNG, Seon L 6-8, 298 Cohutta Northwest Whitfield 
USA Today All-American # Ranked No. 3 offensive lineman de by The Notional Recruiting Advisor # 
PrepStar Dream Team, rated No. 6 offensive lineman nationally @ Two-time All-State . 


AWLOOKCATTHEV GLUNTEERS! 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(9-3, 6-2) | PASSING Sept. 2 Southern Miss 
—— 1 Comp Yards Pct TD Int 
A2 _ Wyoming 17 | Martin 305 165 2317 541 12 9 Sept. 16 — Florida | 
=< Matthews 7 3 a7. 1297 Olt 
21 Florida 23 a 
—— ____ RUSHING a Sept. 23 Louisiana-Monroe 
17 _ Memphis 16 No Yaros AvG lc 1D 5 30 SU 
——— = if at L 
54 -Aubuen 0 | Lewis 182 si -45° 707 | ep! 
pits Henry 125 790 63 s 8 
oF Georgia 20 | Martin aI 317 z : MH [Oki 2. rat Sectgis 
- | Smith 189 4 
; 2] Alabama 7 _ Rene | Oct 21 Alesana 
30 —_ South Carolina 7 YARDS 5 
eg F pe Wrizza 4564 4| ee 28 at South Carolina 
2 | Parker aif ig. 4 | 7 
24 Arh cecas 28 | Stallworth 2 WT 177 71 1 Nov. 4 at Memphis 
Lewis 193 12.9 34 1 
56 Kentucky 21 Deere LEADERS Nov. 11 Arkansas 
38 Vanderbilt 10 Tacktes: Thompson 87; Grant 69; White 65; Stevenson 65. Nov. 18 Kentucky 
| INTERCEPTIONS: Grant 9; Thompson 3; Goodrich 3; Allen 3. 
Fiesta Bowt QB Sacks: Ellis 8.2; Overstreet 7.5.; Walker 7; Hend 
| ACKS: Ellis 8.2; rstreet /.5.; Walker 7; Henderson 4. . 
2] Nebraska 3] TAckLEs For Loss: Ellis 11; Westmoreland 9; Stevenson 9. Nov. 25 at Vanderbilt 
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around two years ago compare this atti- 
tude to the one that preceded the 1998 
national championship. 

The 1998 motto was “No 
Stars,” even though the team had 
plenty of quality players (11 players 
were drafted in the first two rounds 
of the 1999 and 2000 drafts). 

This year’s motto? The four most 
powerful words one can speak, Ful- 
mer said, are: “I believe in you.” 

It’s a motto he hopes will pro- 
mote more team unity. 

But unity can only take you so 
far. It can’t pass or block. And those 
are the two biggest concerns facing 
Tennessee this season. 

After a remarkable 15-year run 
of quarterbacks that included Tony 
Robinson, Jeff Francis, Andy Kelly, 
Heath Shuler, Peyton Manning and 
Tee Martin, the Vols don't figure to 
be quite as good at the most impor- 
tant position on the field. 

At the end of spring, Fulmer 
proclaimed the quarterback chase a 
four-man race. The top candidate is 
redshirt sophomore Joey Mathews, 
a local product with limited experi- 
ence — he threw seven passes last 
year. Mathews has the best grasp of 
the offense and also displayed sur- 
prising scrambling ability. 

Casey Clausen, the California 
kid who enrolled at midterm, has 
an impressive arm and an aware- 
ness that belies his freshman sta- 
tus. He actually put up better 
numbers in spring scrimmages 


“Casey's probably a little ahead of 
where | thought he'd be.” 
For the second time in five years, the 


ALBERT HAYNESWORTH WAS A FRESHMAN 
ALL-AMERICAN LAST YEAR. 
PHOTO BY JONATHAN DANIEL / ALLSPORT USA 


than Mathews, but didn’t have 
a good spring game. 

The other two quarterbacks are A,]. 
Suggs, a redshirt freshman, and true fresh- 
man John Rattay, younger brother of for- 
mer Louisiana Tech standout Tim Rattay. 
Rattay, like Clausen, enrolled at midterm. 

“We've made progress, but we've got 
to continue learning,” said offensive coor- 
dinator Randy Sanders. “We've got to 
operate faster at the line of scrimmage and 
faster when we get the ball in our hands.” 

Mathews and Clausen actually pulled 
away from Suggs and Rattay. A starter 
likely won't be named until late August. 

“Joey has grown a lot this spring,” 
Sanders said. “He still has to get the 
tempo of being a quarterback. He doesn’t 
quite understand the speed of the game 
and the sense of urgency you've got to 
have as a quarterback to find the open 
receiver and get rid of the ball before the 
rush gets to you. 


offensive line is facing a major rebuilding 
job. Four starters are gone. Left guard Fred 
Weary, switched from defensive tackle, 
has one year under his belt as a starter. 

Weary and left tackle Reggie Coleman 
are the only two linemen ready to win in 
the SEC. Sophomore center Greg Barnum, 
senior right guard Bernard Gooden and 
redshirt sophomore right tackle Will Ofen- 
heusle must make great strides. Ofen- 
heusle has a chance to be a star, but his 
youth lends itself to inconsistency. Toby 
Champion is versatile enough to help at 
several spots. 

If the right guard spot doesn’t 
improve, true freshman Michael Munoz, 
son of former All-Pro lineman Anthony 
Munoz, could start immediately. 

“We've definitely taken some steps 
forward,” said offensive line coach Mike 
Barry. “It might be August, maybe the first, 


2000 


second, third game before we start groov- 

ing them in. | feel good about the left side, 
but the center and right guard position, I’m 
having nightmares about them.” 

Barry might also be having 
nightmares about the Vols’ sched- 
ule. Tennessee opens against 
Southern Miss and Florida, faces 
Louisiana-Monroe, then meets 
LSU, Georgia and Alabama. 

“I’m worried about Southern 
Miss and Florida, and that's all I'm 
looking at right now,” Barry said. 

No SEC team has better tailback 
talent than Tennessee. Travis Henry 
has rushed for 1,760 yards and 
averaged over six yards a carry the 
past two seasons. Onterrio Smith 
rushed for 82 yards in two late- 
season games and averaged 6. 1- 
yards on 31 carries. Travis 
Stephens, who redshirted last sea- 
son, had a 100-yard game against 
Georgia as a true freshman. And 
there’s freshman signee Shyrone 
Carey, rated by some the top ath- 
lete of the 2000 recruiting class. 

Henry, who averaged 7.8-yards 
a carry in his last four games, has 
yet to reach 1,000 yards in a sea- 
son. But he hopes to put up astro- 
nomical numbers, nonetheless. 

“My goal is to get 2,000 yards,” 
said Henry, who rushed for a high- 
school record 4,087 yards his senior 
season at Frostproof, Fla. “I know 
people are like, ‘Gosh, that's a lot.’ 
But that’s my goal for this year. I’m 
going to work hard and do anything 
possible to reach that goal.” 

To appreciate how difficult 
a 2,000-yard season is, consider that no 
one in Division 1-A did it until 1981. And 
no one in the SEC has come close. 

The 2,000 club numbers only seven: 
Marcus Allen of Southern Cal, Mike Rozier 
of Nebraska, Barry Sanders of Oklahoma 
State, Rashaan Salaam of Colorado, Troy 
Davis of lowa State, Byron Hanspard of 
Texas Tech and Ricky Williams of Texas. 
Of that group, only Davis and Hanspard 
failed to win the Heisman Trophy. 

Tennessee returns each of its top 
receivers. Wilson caught 57 passes, Eric 
Parker 30 and talented Donte’ Stallworth 
23. David Martin, a senior, has NFL-type 
skills. Leonard Scott is a former NCAA 
60-meter indoor champion. Alabama 
transfer Eric Locke is quick and elusive, 
if not a speed burner. And four signees 
could bolster an already strong area. 

“We're going to surprise some 
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72. Greg Barnum C S 61 297 Killeen, TX 

45 Wiltochoomev FB ok G0 232 Netvile 
47 Kurson Biggers So 57 188 Nodwile 
94. Ed Bue DT ok 63.260 Hurl, AL 
19. Eric Comphel DB = G1 195. Fronkin 

53, Toby Champion OG S 64 310 Humboldt 

7 Can Clan CB 4210. Norte 

10 Chvisfon Chowin PK ~—S10. ‘195. Metairie, UA 

7 Regge Cilemon =O GS 31S. boneshora, AR 
57 Travis Colson 1B So 64 245 Mashille, NC 
18 Deven Davis (Bf | 62 230 Aun, K 

96 John Finlayson ee oe = 
36 Buck Ftagerld Dok «59 (180 Nowwile 
27 Troy Fleming BF 62 217 Fron 
HB Sea Figg Po 51 20 Kogin 
12. Teddy Goines DB ok G0 165. Kingsport 

13. Tod Golden DB ok ©1190. Liheria, GA 
Ta tondGoln «OG & 68 35 token 
11 BobbyGrohom = WR» G0. 185. Stele, NC 
59 ludd Granzow IBS G4 285 Grenoda His, CA 
91 Omari Hond DE So 65 250 Tolhosee, FL 
92 AbetHoyeswoch DT So. 6&6 310 Hortnille, SC 
98 lenHendeson DT «S67 290 Node 
20 Trovis Henry 1] OS S11 220 Frosprool, FL 
5 ChisHighower PK Sr_—=—&:2.«195 Weavervle, NC_ 
86 Josh Houston WR S61 190. Kingson 
56 Bemard Jackson DE sk 6&4 255 Louisville, KY 
39 Andee Jomes IBook 62 218 Homony, NC 
84 NelJohson -»sTE.««St.—=Ss GA 255 Louie, KY 
24 Sterling Kazee OB fr 62 190 Irving, TX 

DD aatnw 1B ok 62 230. Brenbwood 

81 EdvordKendick «DTS. 4265. Moxon, GA 

88 Jermaine Ket WR So 62 185 Hun 

43 Dovidleweron Po Se A210. Mido, TX 
35 Steen lee Kor 60.167 Gironde, AL 
99 DeAngelollyd DE & 65 265 Chorlte,NC 


. Cass Hr, Wr, HOMETOWN 

85 Erclode WR 59 180 Murkeesboro 
30 Andee Lot DBS 51) 185. Memphis 

~ 9 Steven Morsh DB So 60 190 Wingate, NC 
87 Dovid Marin WR S64 215 Neil, VA 

8. Joey Mathews @B So G3 215 Sevienil 

3 Wilke Miles DB ok «= 60 175.‘ Wer, IX 
37 Eddie Moore 1B So G0 210 Souh Pitsburgh 
95 Rashad Moore DT So 64 290 Huntsville, AL 
73 WilOkrbewe OT So 68 315. Morin 

90 Will Overskeet DE ok 64 255 Joke NS 
0 Eric Porker WR 60 172 Shoreweod, 
11 Robert Peace Bo of 63 230 Ruma 
9 Josh Pemons CBO 63 200 Kingson 

17 John Rotioy CB fr 64 205 Phoenix, AZ 
38 Sah Reagon PIPK So &2 185 Knowle 

89 Reggie Ridley TE 'S) 6d 20 Nebdes 
& Consoninkizmom DE So 64 252 Tolohowee,A 
% leonard Sct WR So 511 170. Zocwy, IA 
22 Mahony Sesions = 1B. «Se G1 215. Bonnie: GA 
“21. Chores Small DB 60 180 Newton, KS 

5 Tenioo Sls OG fr 63 318 Pinel SC 
85. Don Stcey DS ok 63 245 Not 

4 DonleStllworh «WR So. 61190 Socromento, CA 
“UM TrovsSeghes BB 59 190 Cokie 
28 Dominique Severson 1B Sr 60 220 Galley, SC 

15 AJ. Suggs Bf 64 -220.Powder Songs, GA 
13. Brent Thomas DS S510 165 Louie, KY 
il ana Voasay WR k 62 195. Souboven, MS 
19 Alex Walls PK So 61 175 Bristol 

70 Fred Weary OG Jk 64 301  Monigomery, AL 
64. Scot Wels C oF 62 27 Spnghil 

42. Eric Westmoreland B SS 60 230 Jasper 

50 KeyonWhiesde 1B 62 240 Fores Giy, NC 
MA. Cedhck Wikon WR S 510 175 Memphis 

97 Kevin Young DE Fe GA 255 Dumcomvle, X 
Router ond depth chart subject to change. = 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Joey Mathews, So/Casey Clausen, Fr 
RB Travis Henry, Sr*/Travis Stephens, Jr 
FB Will Bartholomew, Jr/Troy Fleming, Fr 

WR Cedrick Wilson, Sr*/Eric Parker, Jr 

WR David Martin, Sr*/Donte Stallworth, So 
TE Neil Johnson, Sr/John Finlayson, Jr* 

LT —_ Reggie Coleman, Jr/Michael Munoz, Fr 

LG Fred Weary, Jr*/Scott Wells, Fr 

C Greg Barnum, So/Toby Champion, Sr 

RG Bernard Gooden, Sr/Terriea Smalls, Fr 

RT Will Ofenheusle, So/Anthony Herrera, So 


DE —_— Will Overstreet, Jr*/DeAngelo Lloyd, Sr 

OT John Henderson, Jr*/Rashad Moore, So 

DT Edward Kendrick, So/Albert Haynesworth, So 
DE Bernard Jackson, Jr/Omari Hand, So 
SLB Eric Westmoreland, Sr*/Eddie Moore, So 
Dominique Stevenson, Sr*/Keyon Whiteside, So 
Anthony Sessions, Sr/Andre James, Jr 
LCcB Andre Lott, Sr*/Charles Small, Jr 
RCB Teddy Gaines, Jr/Willie Miles, Jr 

ss Steve Marsh, So/Buck Fitzgerald, Jr 

FS Tad Golden, Jr/Sterling Kazee, Fr 


P David Leaverton, Sr*/Sammy Frogg, Sr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


he chase for the starting quar- 

terback job ended in a virtual 

dead heat as sophomore Joey 
Mathews outperformed hotshot true 
freshman Casey Clausen in the Orange & 
White spring game. 

Mathews, who threw seven passes 
last season as Tee Martin’s backup, was 
five of nine for 148 yards and one touch- 
down in the spring game, and scrambled 
for another 28 yards. 

Clausen finished four of 13 for 83 
yards and a TD. Clausen had posted 
better scrimmage numbers than Mathews 
until the spring game. 

Mathews and Clausen made the 
QB derby a two-horse race, pulling away 
from redshirt freshman A.J. Suggs and 
true freshman John Rattay. 

¢ In perhaps the surprise of the 
spring, sophomore Edward Kendrick, 
converted from tight end to defensive 
tackle late last fall, won a starting job, 
ahead of Freshman All-American Albert 
Haynesworth and Rashad Moore. 

¢ With defensive end Will Overstreet 
(back) out for the spring, DeAngelo Lloyd, 
Omari Hand and Bernard Jackson battled 
for a starting berth. Jackson and Hand 
were impressive and both will play a lot. 

Another defensive end, Constantin 
Ritzmann, had a knee scoped (torn lig- 
aments). Ritzmann is a strong pass rusher 
who needs to improve his run defense. 

¢ The most improved defensive play- 
ers during the spring, as voted by Ten- 
nessee’s coaches, were Kendrick and 
strong safety Steve Marsh. The most 
improved offensive players were guard 
Fred Weary and tight end Neil Johnson. 

¢ Free safety Sterling Kazee, the best 
athlete in the secondary, was suspended 
in the spring for missing classes. He was 
suspended last season for unspecified 
violation of team rules. 

¢ Running back Onterrio Smith was 
booted from the team. Coach Fulmer did 
not elaborate when dismissing Smith in 
May. Smith had been charged with assault 
against the mother of his two-year-old son 
in Sacramento when he was supposed to 
be in Knoxville following the Fiesta Bowl. 

¢ Anthony Sessions, one of the 
team’s best athletes, started the spring 
at strong safety but moved to outside 
linebacker after one week and was 
impressive. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


PK Alex Walls, So*/Christian Chauvin, Jr 
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AFTER SITTING OUT SPRING DRILLS TO 
MAKE SURE HIS BACK WAS HEALTHY, WILL 
OVERSTREET IS READY TO CONTINUE THE 
VOLUNTEERS DEFENSIVE ENDS TRADITION. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


people,” Wilson said. 

Despite losing six quality starters, 
Tennessee's defense could rank among 
the SEC’s top five. 

Tennessee improved its sack total 
from 31 in 1998 to 42 last year, including 
a school-record 13 against Wyoming. The 
Vols lose 15.5 sacks from two key players: 
end Shaun Ellis and tackle Darwin Walker. 

End Will Overstreet, who missed 
spring practice because of a back injury, is 
an All-SEC candidate. Tackle John Hender- 
son (6-7, 300) is an imposing figure. 

The end candidates to replace Ellis: 
Bernard Jackson, Omari Hand, DeAngelo 
Lloyd and Constantin Ritzmann, who 
missed a month of spring to have a knee 
scoped. Edward Kendrick, a converted 
tight end, emerged as the No. 1 tackle 
opposite Henderson. And volatile tackle 
Albert Haynesworth was a Freshman All- 
American last year. 

Outside linebacker Eric Westmoreland 
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Overstreet’s Patience is Being Tried Waiting to Play Again 


about spring practice is that it’s 
over. He can’t stand being idle. 

Overstreet was sidelined during 
spring drills with two bulging discs in 
his lower back. He’s aeons a vari- 
ey of exercises and treatments in an 
effort to strengthen his back muscles 
and avoid surgery. 

UT trainer Mike Rollo said it 
appears Overstreet, an All-SEC defen- 
sive end candidate, won’t need an 
operation. Overstreet had a series of 
three shots and several workouts in the 
spring that indicate he should be full 
speed this fall. 

Rest has been prescribed. But that 
just makes Overstreet restless. 

“The hardest thing is not being 
out there,” said Overstreet. “I’m not 
very patient.” 

No kidding. In high school in 
Jackson, Miss., he played four defen- 
sive positions and two offensive posi- 
tions. He also played basketball and 
ran track, where ie competed in the 
shot put and 100-meter dash (he once 
ranan 11.1). 

“What impresses me most is his work 
ethic and never-say-quit attitude,” said 
Vols defensive ends coach Steve Cald- 


Fa Will Overstreet, the best thing 


is one of the SEC's most overlooked play- 
ers, Middle linebacker Dominique Steven- 
son made a solid transition from tailback 


UTSIDE LINE- 
BACKER ERIC 


WESTMORELAND 
IS ONE OF THE SEC’S MOST 
OVERLOOKED PLAYERS. 


to outside linebacker. 

Athletic Anthony Sessions, a junior 
college player who began the spring at 
strong safety, proved to be a playmaker 
at outside linebacker as a replacement for 
Raynoch Thompson. 

The secondary lost three starters, But 
cornerback Andre Lott, an All-SEC player, 


well. “He sets the tempo for our group.” 

As a true freshman in 1998, Over- 
street broke into a talented front-four 
rotation to record two sacks and rank 
fourth on the team with 10 quarterback 
hurries. Last season, his 7.5 sacks were 
second on the team to first round NFL 
draft choice Shaun Ellis. 

“Will brings a toughness to the 
defense,” defensive coordinator John 
Chavis said. “He’s a real, real competi- 
tive guy. | think people around him 
play harder when he’s out there.” 

Overstreet’s athletic ability is evi- 
dent on the field. Against Notre Dame, 
he forced option quarterback Jarius 
Jackson to make a pitch, then was 
quick enough to catch the pitch man. 

Unlike some pass-rushing special- 
ists, Overstreet is not one-dimensional. 
He might be even better against the run 
because of his pad leverage and 
strength, Caldwell said. 

Tennessee has been blessed with 
outstanding defensive ends over the 
past 10 years, including Leonard Little, 
Chuck Smith, Chris Mims and Todd 
Kelly. 

“He’s got the potential to be in that 
group,” Chavis said. “He’s one of those 
rare guys.” Q) 


according to secondary coach Larry Slade, 
is a good place to begin rebuilding. 

Teddy Gaines figures to start at the 
other corner, with Steve Marsh, the surprise 
of the spring, and Tad Golden at the safeties. 
Sterling Kazee might be the best athlete in 
the secondary, but his off-the-field behavior 
has left his dependability in question. 

Slade was asked if losing Grant would 
force a scheme change in the secondary. 

“Not really,” Slade said. “We'll miss 
his nine interceptions, but | think there are 
some things we'll be better at. | think we 
will improve fundamentally and physi- 
cally. We're going to attack people and be 
aggressive. If you catch the football, 
you're going to pay for it.” 

David Leaverton ranked among the 
nation’s leaders in net punting. Kicker 
Alex Walls hit eight of 11 field goal 
attempts last year, but he was challenged 
by LSU transfer Christian Chauvin. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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fter flirting with a six-win season 

last year, Vanderbilt's unrealized 

goals suddenly don't seem so 
unrealistic. Most of the freshmen on this 
year’s team weren't even born the last 
time the Commodores were involved in 


a bowl game and it usually takes only 


VANDERBILT 


*v" COMMODORES 


hasn't experienced a winning season 
since 1982, but the funeral-like atmos- 
phere was missing when the players 
cleaned out their lockers. The mood 
wasn’t nearly as dismal as in years past 
because most of these players knew they 
would get something so many who came 


has been created from the added depth 
better than quarterback Greg Zolman. He 
was entrenched last year, and has actually 
started 15 of the last 16 games dating to 
his redshirt freshman season, but finds 
himself locked in a battle with Tim Olm- 
stead, a transfer from Florida, and talented 


Close Last Year, The ‘Dores Have High Hopes in 2000 


a month for the talk of snapping the long 
string to fizzle out. But not last year. 

They may have had to ask for direc- 
tions, but representatives from three dif- 
ferent bowl games made their way to 
Vanderbilt Stadium in November last year 
since the Commodores were still on their 
lists of possible invitees. SEC Commis- 
sioner Roy Kramer, a former Vanderbilt 
athletic director, had vowed to help the 
Commodores secure a bowl bid. 

“We were so close last year, so close 
that we could taste it,” said linebacker 
Jamie Winborn. “It came down to one 
game and it’s been a long time since 
we've been that close around here.” 

In the end, a disappointing 19-17 loss 
to Kentucky in the 10th game made the 
bowl scouts lose interest since Vander- 
bilt’s only hope after that was in upsetting 
Tennessee in Knoxville. It was a familiar 
feeling of disappointment for a team that 


at a glance 


798) 5-6 Overall; 2-6 SEC (5th East) 
©0480) Woody Widenhofer — At 


7 years 


9 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Greg Zol- 
man, TE Elliott Carson, RB Rodney 
Williams, T Brian Gruber, LB Jamie Win- 
born, LB Matt Stewart, CB Jimmy Williams, 
PK/P John Markham 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense 

has the best skill position players and line- 


Vanderbilt: 10-23 3 years; Overall: 22-54-1, 


RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 7 Offense. 


before them didn’t get — another chance. 

When Vanderbilt has flirted with win- 
ning seasons in the past, it’s been with a 
team full of veteran players. But this year’s 
team is different. With nine starters return- 
ing on a defensive unit that climbed to 
No. 25 in the nation last year, and seven 
starters back on an offense that was better 
than any Vanderbilt has put on the field in 
10 years, hopes are higher than they've 
been in many years. 

“I’m very optimistic because we've 
got better players than we've had since 
I’ve been here,” said coach Woody 
Widenhofer, whose been around since 
1995 when he joined the staff as defen- 
sive coordinator. “We have almost every 
key player back from last year’s team, but 
just as important, we've finally got some 
competition at every position. That’s 
something we've never had before.” 

No one understands the pressure that 


men it's had in a decade. Quarterback 


competition is key with Greg Zolman try- 
ing to fight off Tim Olmstead and Benji 
Walker. Linebackers Jamie Winborn and 
Matt Stewart will help the defense remind 
fans of previous top-notch units. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Receiver, 
where there is talent, but not experience. 

OVER Ie Vandy welcomes back many 
returning starters and key players. Still, this 
team must establish its own momentum 
since last season ended with a bit of a flop 
after a strong start. 
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redshirt freshman Benji Walker headed 
into this season. 

Zolman established himself last year 
when he became the Commodores’ first 
quarterback since 1988 to throw for more 
than 2,000 yards and was able to hold 
onto the starting assignment through 
spring drills when Olmstead regained his 
eligibility. Widenhofer says the job is Zol- 
man’s to lose, but the coaching staff has 
made it clear to Zolman that if he slips, 

a change could be made at any time. 

“Tim and Benji are both excellent 
players. It has created a lot of competition 
at our position, and | like it that way,” Zol- 
man said. “That’s the way it is at other 
schools our size and that’s the way it 
should be here every year. It makes 
everybody better.” 

Zolman, a left-handed junior, was able 
to stay on the first team because he has such 
a firm grasp of the offensive scheme. That 
allowed him to focus in the spring on his 
accuracy and the mechanics of throwing. 

Olmstead is blessed with a stronger 
throwing arm and accuracy has never 
been a problem for the junior who was 
once considered among the nation’s top 
high school prospects. He throws with 
pinpoint precision, but doesn’t have the 
same understanding of the scheme ' 
Zolman has. 

Walker is the most versatile of the 
bunch because he runs nearly as well as 
he throws. He will see playing time, but 


ZOLMAN, A LEFT-HANDED JUNIOR, WAS ABLE 
TO STAY ON THE FIRST TEAM BECAUSE HE 
HAS SUCH A FIRM GRASP OF THE OFFENSIVE 
SCHEME. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CoueGE 


| BRANDON, Zeke HB 6-2, 225 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 
| Second-team All-State # Three-time All-District # Had 18 career receptions for 232 yards and two touch- 
downs As a senior, graded at 92 percent on blocking assignments and hod 128 pancake blocks @ 


| Had 34 career starts at tight end @ Two-time team captain. 


| BRUNNER, Pat LB 


| CLAY, Matt DL 


| DINWIDDIE, Robert TE 


6-3, 240 Gocinnati, OH Elder 

All-Cincinnati # Two-time Team Most Valuable Player @ Had 208 career tackles @ Had 142 tackles, 21 
tackles for loss, four quarterback sacks and four fumbles caused os a senior @ Two-time team captain # | 
Member of basketball and wrestling teams. 
CARTER, Aaron DL 6-3, 265 Wallingford, PA Strath Haven 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ All-Region @ All-District # Helped team to 
state championship @ Helped team to four consecutive district championships @ Threw shot put and dis- 
cus for track team. 


6-2, 245 Powder Springs, GA McEachem 
All-Region @ Honorable mention All-State Helped team fo state championship game @ As a senior, | 
had 89 tackles, seven quarterback sacks, nine tackles for loss, four fumbles recovered and fapr passes | 


| broken up @ Team captain. | 


6-5, 245 Hendersonville Hendersonville 

All-Stale @ All-Region @ All-Mid-state @ Helped team to state championship game Played defensive 
line and tight end @ Had 50 tackles as a senior @ Had six career quarterback sacks, two fumbles recov- 
ered and two blocked punts. 


GAINES, lan DB 5-11, 180 Denton, TX Denton 

District Offensive Player of the Year # Team Most Valuable Player @ Helped team fo two district champi- 
onships @ As a senior, had 1,137 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns on 134 carries, averaging 8.5 
yards per carry @ Had six receptions and three touchdowns # Team captain. 


GEISINGER, Justin OL 6-4, 290 Pittsburgh, PA Mt. Lebanon 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22 @ Second-team All-State @ All-District # All-Conference # Helped 
team to state quarterfinals. 


HAMMOND, Luke LB 63,215 Wetumpka, AL Wetumpka 

All-Region All-District @ All-County @ Helped team to state playoffs where he had 17 tackles @ Had 
100 tackles as a senior @ Averaged 6.7 yards per carry Played fullback, linebacker and defensive end 
@ Pitcher for the baseball team @ Will pitch for the Vanderbilt baseball team. 


HATCHER, Ronald RB 5-10, 175 Birmingham, AL Shades Valley 
Birmingham News Super All-Metro @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 1,500 yards rushing, aver- 
aging 10 yards per carry @ Had 2,120 all-purpose yards as a junior @ Scored 37 touchdowns in his 
| final wo seasons # Team captain # Two-time All-State in baseball @ Two-year letterman in basketball @ 
| Will play outfield for Vanderbilt baseball team 


FOMMODORES*RECGRUITING 


HicH Scoot / CouEGe 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN 


| KOVOUSKY, BrianOL 6-7, 260 Clark, NJ Arthur L. Johnson 
All-State @ All-Conference @ Helped team to state championship @ Had 47 solo tackles, 25 assists, eight 

| quarterback socks, two fumbles caused, two fumbles recovered, four passes broken up and two blocked 
kicks as a senior @ Lettered in football, basketball and track 


| LYLE, Nick DB 6-2, 205 Cincinnati, OH St. Xavier 
The Cincinnati Enquirer and The Cincinnati Post All-City # As a senior, had 69 tackles, one quarterback 
| sock, four passes broken up, one quarterback hurry and two interceptions Member of 4x400-meter 
relay team @ Two-year member of wrestling team. 


| McKENZIE, Norval RB 5-11, 205 Powder Springs, GA McEachern 
Street & Smith Top 50 Running Back @ All-State # Two-time All-Region @ Helped team to four regional 


| championships @ Had 1,678 yards rushing, averaging 9.3 yords per carry, as a senior @ Had 13 | 


receptions for 208 yards, averaging 15.8 yards per catch @ Scored 26 touchdowns as a senior and 16 
| touchdowns as a junior. 


MEYER, Tim WR/DB 63,190 Barrington, IL Milford Academy 
All-Area @ All-Conference As a senior at Milford, had 50 receptions for 982 yards and 13 touch- 


downs # Had 83 tackles, including 58 solo, seven interceptions, three fumbles recovered and 10 passes | 


broken up @ Made 30 extra points as placekicker @ Helped Barrington fo state championship game os a 
junior # Two-year starter at Barrington @ Starter for basketball team. 


| PARKER, Lorenzo DB 5-11, 175 Farmington Hills, MI Walled Lake Western 
Detroit Free Press Dream Team @ Ranked No. 18 blue chip player in Michigan by Detroit News # All- 
District @ All-Area @ Helped team to state championship Member of track team. 


| PERKINS, Ray RB 5-10, 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Dillard 
| Second-team All-State @ All-County @ Had 1,440 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns, averaging 9.1 
a per carry, as a senior @ Had two receiving touchdowns @ Runs 4.3 in the 40-yard dash. 


| ROBSON, Greg OL 6-4, 272 Schaumburg, IL Schaumburg 

USA Today All-State @ Chicago Tribune All-State # All-Conference @ All-Area Helped team to stale 
championship game @ As a senior, graded at 94 percent on blocking assignments with 128 knockdown 
blocks @ Graded at 87 percent on blocking assignments with 71 knockdown blocks as a junior. 


| WRIGHT, DB 5-9, 170 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 
All-State @ All-Region @ All-Area @ Helped team to district championship @ Team captain @ All-Region 
| in baseball @ Four-year letterman in baseball # Will play outfield for Vanderbilt baseball team # Two- 
year letterman in track. 
YOUNG, Chris WR 6-2, 185 


Batesville, MS South Panola 


PrepStar and SuperPrep All-American # Clorion Ledger Dandy Dozen @ All-State as a punter @ District 
Most Valuable Player @ Had 24-4 record os starting quarterback and led team to state championship # 
yards @ Team captain Two-time state champion in high jump. 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Tackues For Loss: Winborn 22; Stewart 17; Morrow 10. 


SCHEDULE 


(5-6, 2-6) = a. | PASSING Sept. 2 Miami (OH) 
NAME Art Comp Yarps Pct TD 
17. Alabama 28 Zolman 300 154 2059 51.3 10 16 Sept. 9 atAlabama 
| Wallace 9 47 444 O 1 
34 ~~ Northern Illinois 3] RUSHING Sept. 16 — Mississippi 
37 Mississippi (OT 34 = 
pp (OT) Williams 148 4.4 59 8 Sept. 23 Duke 
31 Duk 4 | McGrath 118 49 64 1 | 
ae Thomas i9 35 27 ©| | Sept. 30  atAuburn 
14 Mississippi State 42 Shaub u 340 34 0 
RECEIVING Oct. 7 at Wake Forest 
58 The Citadel 0) ‘a ING” Yaes Co Lan 
| Oct. 14 at Georgia 
17 Georgia 27 | Hogans 53 15.8 84 ] | 
g Yoder 25 ida le? | aN eae 
. | Carson 25 107. 28 3 ct. outh Carolina 
11 South Carolina 10 | wae 5 oe 88 4 
oid : Now A Frid 
| Tacktes: Winborn 97; Battles 81; Stewart 69; Tumer 58. | Noy. 1] t Kent 
| 7 Kentucky | 9 INTERCEPTIONS: Williams 2; Jones 2; Lercius 1; Turner | | “$6 noha ucky 
] 0 Tennessee 38 QB Sacks: Stewart 7; Morrow 6; Winborn 5; Crosby 5. | Nov. 25 Tennessee 
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will likely find himself being groomed to step in as the starter for 
his final two seasons, a luxury the Commodores haven't had in 
more than a decade. 

The receivers are better, but Widenhofer says it is the position 
that still needs the most improvement. The receivers, however, 
seem unaffected by the battle going on at quarterback. 

“Half the time | don’t even notice when they change quarter- 
backs,” said Anthony Jones, a dependable pass catcher who 
missed last season because of academic troubles. “It’s pretty 
amazing because the offense still flows even when a new quarter- 
back comes in.” 

Graduated wide receiver Tavarus Hogans and H-back Todd 
Yoder will be difficult to replace, but Jones is ready to step in for 
Hogans and two candidates — Ryan Cuffee and Everett Robinson 
— are battling for Yoder’s old position. Dan Stricker, who scored 
a touchdown on the first catch of his college career last year, 
returns as the starter at the other wide receiver position after 
making 12 catches for 187 yards as a freshman. 

Jones showed flashes when he was a freshman in 1998 and 
Stricker had his moments last year, but others are breathing down 
their necks. M.J. Garrett, who, like Stricker scored a TD on his first 
catch last season but didn’t have another reception all year, is 
determined to get into the rotation and Markessus House is ready 
to show off his talent after spending last year redshirted. 

“We've gathered a lot of guys at that position because it’s 
a place where we have got to get better,” Widenhofer said. 
“We're even going to look at some of our incoming freshmen 
who we recruited as defensive backs at wide receiver first.” 

The most dependable receiver on the team is four-year start- 
ing tight end Elliott Carson. He is the leading returning receiver 
after making 25 catches for 267 yards last year. Sophomore Tom 
Simone is a dependable backup. 

The one position where there is too much balanced depth is 
at running back where Rodney Williams and Jared McGrath have 
shared playing time for the past two years. What started out as 
a healthy, competitive situation is now a drag for the offensive 
coaches, who are determined to identify a starter and run with 
him. They are also giving junior Lew Thomas a shot. 

“| don’t think it’s productive to be running them in and out 
and trying to play three, making sure this guy gets a few snaps 
and that guy gets a few snaps,” said offensive coordinator Steve 
Crosby. “I ain't interested in this business of keeping people 
happy any more.” 

Williams started eight games and led the team with 608 
yards on 126 carries last year while McGrath, a senior, started 
three and rushed for 528 yards on 1 18 carries. All three backs 
agree that having one starter would be best because the rotation 
often prevents them from getting into the flow of the game. 

“IF we settle on one back, you will know who is going to 
start, then you can get down to business,” Williams said. “When 
you're rotating, you're scared to take a chance. You know if you 
make a mistake they'll put the other guy in.” 

The offensive line has never had such an ample supply of 
talent to go along with its experience. Three starters are back 
and the players ready at the other two positions either have 
had plenty of playing time, or offer great promise. A new 
starter is needed at right tackle and veteran Pat Green, used as 
a reserve his first three years, spent last year redshirted trying 
to get into the kind of shape that would elevate him to the first 
team. Now he’s the largest player on the team at 6-7, 332- 
pounds, and penciled in as the starter if he can hold off Jordan 
Hill, a promising sophomore. 


2000 


THE SECONDARY WELCOMES BACK LEFT CORNERBACK 
JIMMY WILLIAMS, THE BEST ATHLETE ON THE TEAM, WHO IS 
DETERMINED TO HAVE A STELLAR SENIOR SEASON HOPING IT 
WILL IMPROVE HIS STOCK WITH NFL SCOUTS. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


The new center is Jamie Byrum, once considered undersized but 
now one of the biggest and strongest players on the roster. He's 
added nearly 30 pounds to his 6-4 frame and now weighs 275. 

“When I was in high school, | always thought that when | got 
to college I'd weigh about 260 pounds or so, but I never really 
imagined getting to 275,” Byrum said. “Our strength coach Todd 
Suttles has really pushed me hard in the weight room and now 
it’s paying off.” 

When the defense fell on hard times early last season it was 
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ANDERBILT: 


COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Class HOMETOWN 

53 Mike Adom 1B So 63 247  HolesComer, WI 

Kenan Arkon OQ fr 67 270 McMurray, PA 
98 Ryon Aulds DT Sr 63 252 — Lebenca 
92 Brett Beord OL fr «63260 Birmingham, AL 
4) Antuian Brodlord B a 60 218 Batesville, MS 
55 Jomie Byrum Cc So 64 254 Grove City, OH 
80 Elhiott Carson TEs ator 65 250 — Lebonon 
61 Duncon Cove G & 61 291 Greenville 
14 Brooks Collins So) 1S 61 206 Trinty, AL 
66 Wally Conyers oO os 67 251 Allonto, GA 
93 Doyle Crosby DE Jr 6-4 278 Port St. Joe, FL 
31 Ryon Culfee WR So 511190. Allinglon, TK 
46 Shane Doly WR/P Jr 61 190 boke Charles, LA 
61 Duncon Dave ol S&S 61 291 — Greenville, TN 
24 MJ. Gorret WR So 63 185 OldHickory 
76 Andrew Gordella 1B So 59 25  Chorlotte, NC 
83 Nick Getter TE Fr 64 225 — Round Rock, TX 
32 Justin Giboney DB So = 6.0180 Englewood, CO 
6 Pot Green oO 67 332 Emmous, PA 
38 Wes Gunter TE Fr 63 235 Mobile, AL 
64 Brian Gruber or & 67 WS Houston, X 
65 Jordan Hill OL So 67 274 Cdesso, TX 
69 Mott Hill OG & 66 318 Odessa, TX 
82 Nezih Hosonogly WR od 63 212 Woukesho, WI 


59 HunerHilenmeyer «BSS. 230 Nashville 


| 8B Morkessus House WR fr 64 200 Birminghom, AL 

27 Jerrol Jackson DB So = 6-2 )195__Birminghom, AL 
1 Anthony Jones WR So 62 175  Chatlancoga 

11 Rushen Jones 0B So G19) Memphis 
23° Harold Lercius od 511 192 Casselberry, FL 
54 Chuck Losey DE kk 64 25 — Hinson 
57 Walioms Lowery DLS = 2-250 Brandon, MS 
19 John Markhom K Sr 6-1 210 Brentwood 
20. Mike Mortin 08 So 5:10 181 Tompo, Fl 
72 Jim May OL So 64 35  Libun,GA 
37 Ethan McDoniel WR Jr = 510-175 Gordo, AL 
33 Jored McGrath RB Sr 510 203 Ocala, FL 
48 AJ. McGrew (BS = 60 = 229 Birminghom, AL 
52 Ryan McSwain Oo & 6) 26) Mt Juliet 


Pos. Ciass Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 


5 Aaron McWhorter DB So) | =&}) 188A. Worth, TX 


39 David Meadows B 62 222 Hoover, AL 
29° Chris Mitocek RB So SIL 205) Cudahy, WI 
40. Note Morrow B k 63 236 New Concord, OH 
73 Russ Nicoll OE Sr 65 32 — Cullron, Al 
56 Ryan Nungesser DE So 63 262 = SonMarino, CA 
10 Tim Olmstead QBs 62 194 Binghamton, NY 
79 Brent Peocher OL Fr 531) bexington, KY 
74 Jordon Pest OL So 64 274 Olive Bronch, MS 
18 Justin Purke yOB So 63 213 Me Juliet 
89 Tyson Rodthe WR dt 60 170 Loviwille, KY 

7 Everett Robinson HB/WR Jr = 510187 Hueytown, AL 
49 Steve Rock SS & 59 196 Plantation, FL 
41 Jvan Rojas rr 60 195 — Econonistas, Mexico 


77 Darren Rothenberg OG S& 63 3Il_ Knowille 
78 Michael Soltsmon OG & 64 20 Wichita Falls, TX 


30 Joncthon Shaub RB So 1-204 Brentwood, TN 

36 Jason Sheilds WR or 61 180 Slidell, LA 

84 Tom Simone TE So 65 237 Pittsburgh, PA 

26 Matt Stewart \B & 64 228 Columbus, OH 

85 Dan Stricker WR So 63-190 Cincinnati, OH 

58 Jason Tont Ol fr 63 263 Pegrom 

28 Brian Taylor DB or «= S11 19) Prince George, VA 

63 Libnir Telusco Fr 63 235. N Miomi Beoch, FL 
4 Lew Thomas HB St 60 212 Alonto, GA 

95 Steve Trese oO J 64 262 Fort Worth, TX 

97 Tyler Unzicker oT tt 61 270 Poletko, FL 
8 Benji Wolter QB fr 64 205 Brentwood 

17 Dovid Wolloce QB od 64 = 215 Brentwood 

43 Brandon Wathour 1B So = 63218 Orlondo, FL 

99 Reggie Washington B os 63 246 Windsor, CT 

9) Joe Webb P So 63 192  Plono, IX 


9 Jimny Willioens. 


CB/WRS = =—-5:10 183 Baton Rouge, LA 


2 Rodney Williams RB dr = S11 215 Birminghom, AL 
42 Jomie Winborn iB dr 60 232 Wetumpka, AL 
90 Doug Wolford 1B Fr = 63-228 Lexington, KY 
62 Dustin Woest OG So 63 2 Austin, X 
12 Greg Zolman QB ost 64 198 Miomisburg, OH 


RB Rodney Williams, Je*/Jared McGrath, Sr 
HB Ryan Culfee, So/Everett Robinson, Jr 
WR Anthony Jones, Fr/M.J. Garrett, So 
WR _ Dan Stricker, So*/Markessus House, Fr 
TE Elliott Carson, Sr*/Tom Simone, So 
iT Brian Gruber, Sr*/Jordan Pettit, Fr 
LG Jim May, So*/Duncan Cave, Sr 
iG Jamie Byrum, So/Jason Tant, Fr 
RG Michael Saltsman, Sr*/Darren Rothenberg, Sr 
RT Pat Green, Sr/Jordan Hill, So 
PK John Markham, Sr* 
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QB Greg Zolman, Jr*/Tim Olmstead, Jr le 


Doyle Crosby, Jr*/Wally Conyers, Jr 
Ryan Aulds, Sr*/Tyler Unzicker, Jr 

Russ Nicoll, Sr*/Chuck Losey, Jr 

Matt Stewart, Sr*/Hunter Hillenmeyer, So 
Jamie Winborn, Jr*/Mike Adam, So 
Antuian Bradford, Jr/Doug Wolford, Fr 
Nate Morrow, Jr*/Brandon Walthour, So 
Jimmy Williams, Se*/Aaron McWhorter, So 
Rushen Jones, So*/Brian Taylor, Jr 

Jerrol Jackson, So/Jonathan Shaub, So 
Harold Lercius, Jr*/Justin Giboney, So 
Joe Webb, Sr/Shane Daly, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


oody Widenhofer was so 

pleased with how Vanderbilt 

was practicing at the end of 
the 1999 season he tried to figure how to 
carry the workouts over into the spring. 

He held most weekday spring practices 
at 7 a.m., which meant 5:30 a.m. 
meetings. 

“It gets their attention,” Widenhofer 
said. “Plus, you don’t have to worry about 
having conflicts with classes and afternoon 
labs.” 

¢ The most improved player in the 
spring was wide receiver M.J. Garrett. By 
the spring game, he had bumped returning 
starter Dan Stricker from the first team. 

“We're looking for some receivers and 
M.J. Garrett showed us something,” 
Widenhofer said. 

¢ Ryan Cuffee moved to H-back and 
displayed a knack for making big plays in 
the last scrimmage and the spring game. 
He proved that he had made a full recovery 
from a knee injury that hindered him in the 
fall and appears ready to step in and 
replace four-year starter Todd Yoder. 

¢ The Commodores decided to move 
their home game against Tennessee off 
campus and play at Adelphia Coliseum, 
the home of the Tennessee Titans. The 
Coliseum is located about two miles from 
campus and seats 26,000 more than Van- 
derbilt Stadium meaning the Commodores 
stand to make an additional $500,000. 
The down side is that UT fans often out- 
number Vandy’s even when the game is 
played in Nashville and playing at a larger 
stadium will mean more orange will be in 
the stadium. 

¢ Safety Jonathan Shaub missed all of 
spring practice after undergoing shoulder 
surgery in the winter. He'll be back in the 
fall to push for playing time at both safety 
positions. Offensive guard Darren Rothen- 
berg was also out with a shoulder injury. 

¢ Reserve quarterback David Wallace 
broke his right hand while playing baseball 
before spring practice began. Wallace, who 
started six games as a freshman, slipped to 
fourth on the depth chart because of the 
injury. Starting tight end Elliott Carson 
broke the little finger on his right hand 
during the last week of spring; starting 
defensive end Doyle Crosby missed the 
spring game after straining his Achilles’ 
tendon; and offensive tackle Jordan Hill 
tore his ACL during the second week of 


practice and underwent surgery. 
— Mike Organ 


2000 


JAMIE WINBORN HAS LED THE SEC THE LAST 
TWO SEASONS WITH 272 TACKLES. 
PHOTO BY R8.D. MOORE 


particularly embarrassing for Widenhofer, 
who once served as defensive coordinator 
for the Pittsburgh Steelers Steel Curtain 
defense. At midseason he promoted line- 
backers coach Herb Paterra to defensive 
coordinator because of Paterra’s familiarity 
with the new 3-4 scheme. 

The switch was made to take advan- 
tage of the deep talent pool at linebacker, 
and the most talented of all is Jamie Win- 
born. The hard-hitting junior has led the 
SEC in tackles the last two years. 

The linebacking corps as a whole is as 
strong as ever, and that’s saying a lot. 
Matt Stewart and Nate Morrow are return- 
ing starters and not much is lost, if any- 
thing, with Antuian Bradford replacing 
Lamont Turner, another aggressive hitter 
who models his style after Winborn’s. 

Improvement is expected across the 
three-man front line with every starter 
and his backup returning. Doyle Crosby 
regained his quickness after shedding 
some pounds and as a result regained 
his starting position at left end. Russ 
Nicoll has been the steadiest player on 
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Winborn Still Not Satisfied 


disagreement between a player and 
a coach, Jamie Winborn and Herb 
Paterra have one. 

It seems Paterra, a proven expert on 
linebackers, believes Winborn has 
reached his peak. The hard-hitting, one- 
man wrecking crew, is so good that 
Paterra can’t come up with any criticism. 

“All Jamie needs to do is keep doing 
what he’s been doing,” said Paterra, 
Vanderbilt's defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach. “He has great 
instincts; he gets to the ball and makes 
the play; and he’s a great tackler.” 

There are plenty of statistics that 
lend credence to Paterra’s assessment. 
Winborn has led the SEC the last two 
seasons with 272 tackles. He is a pre- 
season Butkus Award and All-American 
candidate. 

Most players would glow after hav- 
ing such praise heaped upon them. But 
not Winborn. He shakes his head in 
disagreement after hearing what his 
coach had to say. 


| f there is such a thing as a healthy 


the line the past two seasons at right 
end and nose tackle Ryan Aulds will 
start playing like the headhunter he 
once was or be replaced by Brett Beard, 
a redshirt freshman. 


| HE SEC PORTION 

WILL BE MORE 
DIFFICULT THAN 

LAST SEASON SINCE THE 


COMMODORES MUST TRAVEL 
TO ALABAMA, AUBURN AND 
GEORGIA BY MID-OCTOBER. 


The secondary welcomes back left 
cornerback Jimmy Williams, the best ath- 
lete on the team, who is determined to 
have a stellar senior season hoping it will 
improve his stock with NFL scouts. 


“I can’t go along with that,” Win- 
born said. “There are a lot of areas in 
my game where | can get better. I’ve 
still got a lot of work to do if | want to 
become the type of player | think | am 
capable of being.” 

Of all the bone-crushing hits he 
made, Winborn hasn’t been able to get 
over one particular play he botched last 
year against Alabama. He let a pass slip 
Peni his hands and missed an inter- 
ception return for a touchdown that could 
have altered the outcome of the game. 

Because of that one play, Winborn 
says his pass-coverage defense isn’t 
thea it should be. So he'll spend this 
season not only wreaking havoc on 
defenses with his hard hits, but sticking 
to receivers like glue. 

“If | want to play on the next 
level, then I’ve got to get better at 
covering backs out of the backfield,” 
Winborn said. “Everybody knows 
how much they expect linebackers to 
drop into coverage in the NFL. That 
is the one area of the game where 
I can and will improve.” Q 


Rushen Jones is on the other side and has 
improved his coverage skills. 

The two safety spots are still up for 
grabs. Jerrol Jackson has recovered from 
a knee injury and will get the first shot at 
replacing four-year starter Ainsley Battles 
at strong safety, but Jonathan Shaub will 
get a look there too. Widenhofer threat- 
ened to take Harold Lercius off the first 
team at free safety last year, frustrated by 
his inability to make tackles, but never 
did. Lercius is back and says he’s a better 
tackler, which he better be because 
sophomore Justin Giboney has recovered 
from a fractured left ankle. 

Vanderbilt's schedule is very similar 
to last year with the three non-conference 
games — Miami (Ohio), Duke and Wake 
Forest — being key in the hopes of gain- 
ing six wins and becoming eligible for a 
bowl game for the first time since 1982. 
The SEC portion will be more difficult than 
last season since the Commodores must 
travel to Alabama, Auburn and Georgia 
by mid-October. 

— Mike Morgan 
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he 1999 season saw the Miami Hur- 

ricanes take another step back 

toward national prominence. The 
‘Canes culminated a 9-4 mark with an 
impressive victory over Georgia Tech in 


the Gator Bowl in the first New Year's Day 
bowl appearance under coach Butch Davis. 


bounced back from reconstructive knee 
surgery in 1998 to rank third on the team 
in receptions (40) and yards (486) in ‘99. 
Unlike the past, Miami may be more 
liberal on offense due to receiver talent. 
Redshirt freshmen Kevin Beard, Andre 
Johnson and Anthony Johnson — former 


HURRICANES 


were easier to absorb with the emergence 
of Clinton Portis. Portis had a breakout 
campaign his true freshman season, rush- 
ing for 100-plus yards in all five of his 
starts to set the UM freshman record with 
838 yards. He and sophomore Jarrett Pay- 
ton, son of late NFL Hall of Famer Walter, 


The Time is Now for the ‘Canes 


The 2000 season has the ‘Canes 
poised to take another step, toward their 
lore of yesteryear. Miami enters the year 
with expectations similar to seasons past, 
when they were regular contenders for 
college football's biggest prize. 

A wealth of talent and experience, 
and a favorable schedule have generated 
anticipation not seen at Miami since the 
early ‘90s. Inheriting a program void of 31 
scholarships due to NCAA-sanctioned 
probation, Davis heads into his sixth sea- 
son with his rebuilding project complete. 

The litmus test for the ‘Canes comes 
in the second game when Miami travels 
to Washington. The other games of con- 
sequence involve the two participants in 
last season's national championship 
game — Florida State on Oct. 7 and Big 
East rival Virginia Tech on Nov. 4. But if 
there is one bright spot, Miami hosts 
both teams at the Orange Bowl. 

“The schedule fits this year,” senior 
wide receiver Santana Moss said. “We're 
playing the top teams at home. They're 
coming to our house so that should make it 
special for us to whip them at our house.” 

Moss is one of a bevy of weapons on 
the talented offense. Moss, the fastest 
player on Miami's squad with a 40 time in 
the 4.3 range, holds the school indoor 
track record in the 60-meter dash. Last sea- 
son, he led the ’Canes in receptions (54) 
and yards (899). He’s not only a threat in 
the passing game, but can be a game- 
breaker on special teams as well, scoring 
two touchdowns while averaging 14 yards 
per punt return, Lining up opposite Moss is 
fellow senior Reggie Wayne. Wayne 


prep All-Americans — had productive 
springs and will push for playing time. 

“Offensively, we have schematic 
things that we are going to look at,” said 
Davis, who will try to lead Miami to its 
first-ever outright Big East championship. 
“With Andre and Anthony Johnson and 
Kevin Beard coming off their redshirt sea- 
son, we can work with multiple wide 
receiver sets. We'll see how we can get 
more of those guys in the game.” 

Almost as deep and just as talented 
as the wide receivers are the running 
backs. The top two weapons heading into 
last season were both saddled with 
injuries. Starter James Jackson missed five 
games with hamstring and ankle injuries, 
while Najeh Davenport tore his ACL in the 
season opener and was lost for the year. 

Injuries to Jackson and Davenport 
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filled in well when Jackson and Davenport 
went down. 

Two-year starter Joaquin Gonzalez 
returns for his junior year at right tackle. 
Gonzalez has started every game (25) 
over the past two seasons and in 1998 
was the first offensive lineman in Big East 
history to earn Rookie of the Year. The 
right side of the line is strong with Martin 
Bibla at guard. Bibla, a junior, started 
every game last season. Greg Laffere, who 
started nine games at left tackle, moves to 
left guard. Scott Puckett and junior Brett 
Romberg are locked in a battle at center, 
while Sherko Haji-Rasouli and Bryant 
MckKinnie fight it out at left tackle. 

The main benefactor of Miami's tal- 
ented offense will be sophomore quarter- 
back Ken Dorsey. Dorsey, who won all 
three of his starts last season, takes over 


1999: 9-4 Overall; 6-1 Big East (2nd) 

COACH: Butch Davis — At Miami and 
Overall: 40-19, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 6; 6 Offense, 
8 Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB James Jack- 
son, WR Santana Moss, QB Ken Dorsey, DT 
Damione Lewis, LB Dan Morgan, FS Al 
Blades 

| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: As talented an 

offensive unit as any team in the country. 

With Moss leading the aerial assault and 

the four-headed monster at running back, 

Miami has many weapons. Defense has 


an impact player at every level with Lewis 
on the line, Morgan at linebacker and 
Blades at free safety. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Dorsey put 
up impressive numbers last season. But, 
how will he fare against stiff competition? 
More important, how will the young 
quarterback react to adversity? 

OVERALL: Miami will challenge for its 
first ever Outright Big East title. Games 
against Washington, Virginia Tech and 
Florida State will determine if the ‘Canes 
fulfill expectations and reach the next 
level. 
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for Kenny Kelly, who left to pursue base- 
ball after signing a four-year contract with 
the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. 

“It’s an opportunity I’m looking for- 
ward to,” Dorsey said. “I know the guys 
have confidence in me and | have a lot of 
confidence in myself.” 

In the three games with Dorsey under 
center, the Hurricane offense scored 155 
points — the most scored by Miami over 
a three-game span. In those three games, 
Dorsey completed 64 of 91 attempts for 
718 yards and nine touchdowns. His four 
TD passes against Temple set a new sin- 
gle-game record for true-freshmen quar- 
terbacks at Miami, breaking the mark held 
by Jim Kelly and Bernie Kosar. 

Miami offensive coordinator Larry 
Coker has been pleased with the devel- 
opment of Dorsey. 

“I think he’s progressing a lot,” Coker 
said. “The three games he won and 
started for us probably helps his confi- 
dence and his teammates’ confidence in 
him. We're excited by his progress. 

“The more guys we have to compli- 
ment him, it'll take more pressure off the 
quarterback. It's a great opportunity to 
spread the wealth around, so to speak. 
The more you can do that, the better.” 

Sophomore Ethenic Sands made the 
shift from receiver to quarterback and will 
back up Dorsey. 

For as much success as the ‘Canes 
appear headed for in the passing game 
with Dorsey and the receiving crew, the 
exact opposite might be in line for 
Miami's opponents. 

The Hurricanes return their entire sec- 
ondary on a defense with eight starters 
back. Junior Mike Rumph and senior 
Leonard Myers man the corners, while 
senior Al Blades and junior Ed Reed are at 
safety. Myers led the ‘Canes in pass 
breakups with eight and Blades, brother of 
former ‘Canes Bennie and Brian, is the 
ballhawking, big hitter of the bunch. He 
recorded 75 tackles at free safety. 

At linebacker, Miami suffered an 
unexpected departure when junior Nate 
Webster “declared” for the NFL Draft. 
Playmaker and weakside backer Dan Mor- 
gan moved to the middle in the spring to 
compensate for Webster's absence. Junior 
Chris Campbell, who started eight games 
a year ago, is on the strong side. 

There are four players vying for the 
third linebacker position, but the starter 
might be USA Today Defensive Player of 
the Year D. J. Williams, the crown jewel in 
Davis’ nationally ranked, recruiting class. 

Up front the ‘Canes strength is in the 
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middle with senior tackle Damione Lewis. 
Lewis recorded 57 tackles and 6.5 sacks 
last season. The other returning starter is 
sophomore left defensive end William 
Joseph. Senior Quincy Hipps is the heir- 
apparent at right end and Adrian Wilson 
moves into the other tackle spot. 

“Defensively, we're going to try to 
continue to grow and pick up where we 
left off last year,” Davis said. “We're also 
going to continue to add some things that 
will utilize our speed. Obviously, having 
eight starters back makes things a bit eas- 
ier for us to do more things.” 

Freddie Capshaw will handle the 
punting. Capshaw finished with a 39.7- 
yard average and dropped almost 30 per- 
cent of his 47 punts inside the opponents’ 
20-yard line. Placekicking chores will 
belong to sophomore Todd Sievers. After 
a redshirt season, Sievers puts his boom- 
ing leg to use. He kicked an lowa-record 
63-yard field goal in high school. 

Miami heads into year six of the Davis 
era with lofty expectations. Last season 
ended with a first under Davis, the New 
Year's Day bowl victory. If the ‘Canes are 
to progress to the next level, the string of 
firsts will have to continue. 

“I've seen the bad years,” Moss said. 
“| came in here and went 5-6. We've 
been downhill, now it's time to move on 
up. Now, we're just trying to put it all 
together and bring the total package out 
there and work as hard as we can work 
just so we can be one of the top threats 
this year. 

“This is the year that’s do or die. We 
have more depth and we have our schol- 
arships. We have no excuses.” 

— Marcus Carmouche 


(9-4, 6-1) 
23 Ohio State 12 
57 Florida A&M © 3 
23 _ Penn State 27 
23 —_ East Carolina 27 
21 ___ Florida State 31 
31 __ Boston College 28 
28 West Virginia 20 
33 Pittsburgh 3 
10 Virginia Tech 43 
55 _—- Rutgers 0 
45 Syracuse 13 
55 Temple 0 
| Gator Bowl 
28 Georgia Tech 13 


_ 2000 DEPTH CHART 


QB Ken Dorsey, So/Ethenic Sands, So 

RB James Jackson, Sr*/Clinton Portis, So 
FB Will McPartland, St/Robert Williams, Jr 
FL Santana Moss, Sr*Andre King, Sr 

SE Reggie Wayne, Sr*/Andre Johnson, Fr 
TE lvan Mercer, St/Dan Smith, Jr 

LT Sherko Haji-Rasouli, So or Bryant McKinnie, Jr 
LG Greg Laffere, Sr*/Vernon Carey, Fr 


C Scott Puckett, Jr or Brett Romberg, So 
RG Martin Bibla, Jr*/Joe McGrath, Fr 

RT Joaquin Gonzalez, Jr*/Ed Wilkins, So 
PK Todd Sievers, So 


LE William Joseph, So*/Jevon Rhodes, Sr 
LT Adrian Wilson, St/Matt Walters, So 


RT Damione Lewis, Sr*/Brian Stinson, Sr 

RE Quincy Hipps, Sr/Jamaal Green, So 
WLB_ D.J. Williams, Fr/Sheven Marshall, Jr 
SLB Chris Campbell, Jr*/Ken Dangerfield, So 
MLB Dan Morgan, Sr*/Howard Clark, So 

CB Mike Rumph, Jr*/Delvin Brown, Sr 

CB Leonard Myers, Sr*/Phillip Buchanon, So 

SS_Ed Reed, Ji/Maurice Sikes, Fr 
_FS_ Al Blades, Sr*/James Lewis, Jr 


P Freddie Capshaw, So/Jesse Ohliger, So 


McNeese State 
Sept. 9 at Washington 
Sept. 23 at West Virginia 
Sept. 30 at Rutgers 
Florida State 

_ at Temple 

8 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 4 Virginia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Nov. 18 at Syracuse 
Boston College 
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year ago, the Louisville Cardinals 

talked about winning the Confer- 

ence USA championship and a 
Heisman Trophy for quarterback Chris 
Redman. The Cardinals failed to reach 


either of those goals, but despite the loss 
of Redman and several key ingredients 


LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


Dardzinski, but “we need someone to 
step up and be a player at tackle,” 
Smith says. 

If that doesn't happen, it might not 
matter who plays quarterback. How- 
ever, Smith is confident the Cardinals 
already have the right guy on campus. 


ing hard,” Smith says. “Our team is taking 
the approach that 'we don’t have the 
superstars. We're just a bunch of guys 
who go on the field, work hard and win.’ 
“| like that attitude, and | think it will 
bring us even closer together. But there's 
still going to be a lot of new faces and 


Cards’ Goals Remain High 


from last year’s 7-5 team, the big objec- 
tives haven't changed. 

“Our goals really don’t change,” 
coach John L. Smith says. “Our No. 1 
goal, and it’s the same every year, is to 
send the seniors out as winners. That's 
happened every year since we came here 
(in 1998). Our other goal is to win a 
league championship, and that hasn't 
changed either.” 

The key ingredients to a champi- 
onship might not be so obvious now that 
Redman and his NCAA record-setting 
passing skills have departed for the NFL, 
but don't feel too sorry for the Cardinals. 

After all, this is a team that won seven 
games and earned a bow! bid in its first 
seasons under Smith, so they know some- 
thing about winning. 

That wasn't always the case. Before 
the Cardinals hired Smith away from his 
last rebuilding project, Utah State, 
Louisville was coming off a 1-10 season. 
The Cardinals had done their share of win- 
ning in the '90s, but a 6-16 two-year mark 
had cast a pall over the program. 

Under Smith the team has posted 
consecutive winning seasons, gone to 
consecutive bowls and appears capable of 
reloading instead of rebuilding. 

Smith's work ethic has a lot to do 
with that. His laid-back, home-spun rou- 
tine has made him a popular figure every 
stop in his career but he’s known for 
working coaches long hours and recruiting 
places others don’t even bother looking. 

“We've got a lot of new faces, but | 
think we're the best we've been as far as 
mental outlook and our approach to work- 


They just don’t know if it will be Mike 
Watkins or Dave Ragone. Watkins is a 
heady senior whose biggest shortcom- 
ing is that he spent most of his career 
behind Redman. Ragone is an athletic 
6-4, 220-pound sophomore with a 
strong arm, but his biggest shortcoming 
is his lack of experience. 

“| really look for the quarterback ques- 
tion to answer itself,” Smith says. “One of 
those guys will step up. Whenever the 
guy rises to the top, we'll know.” 

No matter who wins the job, he'll 
have plenty of capable receivers. The Car- 
dinals may have lost receivers Lavell Boyd 
and tight end Ibn Green, the NCAA's all- 
time leading pass catcher among tight 
ends, but the returning quality and depth 
is strong. 

The Cardinals will miss Boyd's size 


a lot of young guys we're going to have 
to count on to step up and be accountable 
and show we can play.” 

The biggest question mark is not at 
quarterback, which might come as a sur- 
prise. It's actually at offensive tackle, where 
Smith is looking for two big guys to protect 
whoever wins the quarterback battle. 

After three years of depending on 
a pair of all-conference tackles in Mark 
Grivna and Anthony Byrd, the Cardinals 
are starting over and hoping they'll get 
help from senior Scott Graham (a juco 
transfer in 99), juco transfer Jonta’ 
Woodard, junior Rob Eble and redshirt 
freshmen Jason Weathers and Jason 
Hilliard. 

The interior of the line is stable with 
the return of center Jason Padget and 
guards Joe O'Shaughnessy and Aaron 


at a glance 


middle, and the cornerbacks will be tough 
to beat. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The lack of a 
proven quarterback is exacerbated by the 
need for two new tackles, a running back 
and a placekicker; the defense desperately 
needs its young players to grow up 
quickly and give the offense some help. 

OVERVIEW: Chris Redman is gone, but 
the Cardinals will still score enough points 
to win more than they lose. The only 
things keeping the Cardinals from con- 
tending for a conference championship 


1999: 7-5 Overall; 4-2 CUSA (2nd) 
| COACH: John L. Smith —At Louisville: 14- 
10, 2 years; Overall: 83-49, 11 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: |3: 5 Offense, 
7 Defense, Specialist 
| PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Arnold Jack- 
son, Zek Parker and Deion Branch, C 
Jason Padget, CBs Rashad Holman and 
Antonio Roundtree, LB Rashad Harris, DT 
Derrick Kennedy 
| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Depth and tal- 
| ent at wide receiver will make life easier 
| for the new quarterback. Both the offen- 
| sive and defensive lines are strong up the 
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and Green’s speed in mismatches against 
linebackers, but they still have senior 
Arnold Jackson, who is on pace to 
become the first player in NCAA history to 
catch 300 passes in his career. Also, Zek 
Parker is back for his senior season; former 
juco All-American Deion Branch will 
debut after redshirting in '99; and juco 
transfer Willie Northern will provide the 
size the Cardinals enjoyed with Boyd. 

At tight end, redshirt freshman 
Richard Owens won't offer Green's 
speed, but at 6-4, 240 pounds, he'll 
bring better blocking to go with decent 
receiving skills. 

“We're going to be as talented as 
we have been,” Smith says. “As a 
group, we should be as good as any- 
body in the country.” 

Of course, the eventual quarterback 
will be a lot better off if the running game 
provides some offensive balance. With the 
loss of Frank Moreau and his 1,289 yards 
and 17 touchdowns in '99, the most likely 
candidates to fill that spot are junior Tony 
Stallings and sophomore Henry Miller. 
However, Smith can’t help but be excited 
about redshirt freshman T.]. Patterson. 

“T,J. has all the talent in the world,” 
Smith says, “but he’s just a pup. He’s still 
got to prove he can do it.” 

The same is true for the entire 
defense, where seven starters and several 
experienced subs return from a belea- 
guered bunch that has given up points 
about as fast as the offense could score 
them the past two years. 

“The good thing is that everyone's 
coming back,” Smith says. “The bad news 
is that everyone’s coming back.” 

The Cardinals simply have to get better 
on defense, and those improvements start 
with the secondary. Corey Wallace, a juco 
transfer who played safety for Louisville in 
‘99, will move to cornerback, giving the 
Cardinals three senior cornerbacks. 

“Rashad Holman has gotten better all 
the time, and last year he stepped up and 
was our best corner,” Smith says. “Anto- 
nio Roundtree was injured and didn’t play 
as well as he did the year before, but | 
think he’s going to be fine. Add Corey to 
that mix and we'll be better than we have 
been. That should allow us to use more 
man-to-man coverage.” 

The key to the secondary, however, 
comes at the safety spots, where the Car- 
dinals will depend on talented, but young 
players, such as sophomores Anthony 
Floyd and Curry Burns. 

At linebacker, the Cardinals lose Bud 
Herring, a solid leader and playmaker, but 
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the return of Rashad Harris gives Louisville 
those same qualities in the middle. The 
player to watch is sophomore rover 
Michael Brown, a converted running back 
who made 104 tackles and 13 tackles for 
loss in his first season on defense. 

Up front, Louisville is excited about 
sophomore defensive end Michael Josiah, 
a native of Kenya who earned Freshman 
All-American honors in '99. But the real 
strength of the line is inside with the 
return of two senior tackles: Donovan Arp, 
who made 16 tackles for losses in '99, 
and Derrick Kennedy, who missed the 
entire season after an appendectomy. 

“You hate to go through a year like 
that, but it’s the best thing that could 
have happened for Derrick and for the 
team,” Smith says. “We have him back 
again, and he brings size and leadership. 
With he and Arp inside, we'll be fine.” 

Smith only wishes he could say the 
same thing about his kicking game. While 
he’s confident Louisville will find a decent 
punter between Chris Sivori and Wade 
Tylacka, the Cardinals are without a 
proven kicker with the loss of Jon Hilbert. 

“| think we'll be fine with punting,” 
Smith says, “but when it comes to kicking 

.. gosh, I don’t have someone who 
I know will be the guy.” 

Finding a capable kicker could be 
especially important as the offense finds 
itself under the direction of a new quarter- 
back. Regardless of who that quarterback 
turns out to be, Smith is confident the Car- 
dinals will be back in the C-USA race after 
finishing second in '99. 

“We have a chance,” Smith says, “to 
be right there in the hunt.” 

— Richard Scott 


(7-5, 4-2) 


56 Kentucky 28 


58 Chattanooga 30 
36 ili Winois 41 


maz, Oklahoma 42 
— 45 __ Eastern Mict chigan Oe) 


52 Amy (OT) 89 
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~ Humanitarian | Bowl 
31 Boise State 34 


_QB Mike Watkins, Sr/Dave Ragone, So 
__RB_ Tony Stallings, Jv/T.J. Patterson, Fr 
_WR_ Zek Parker, Sr*/Allen Carrol, Sr 


_WR Deion Branch, Jr/Victor Glenn, Fr 
WR_ Arnold Jackson, Sr*/Damien Dorsey, So_ 
TE Erin Smith, So/Richard Owens, Fr 

__LT_ Rob Eble, Jr/Brian Devine, Fr 
__LG Aaron Dardzinski, Jr*/Antoine Sims, So 


C_ Jason Padget, Sr/*Antoine Sims, So 


__RG_ Joe O'Shaughnessy, Sr*/Jason Hilliard, Fr_ 
_RT_ Scott Graham, S1/Michael Bowers, Jr__ 


PK Nathan Smith, Fr/Frank Zebich, Sr 


_DE Matt Sexton, Sr*/Toby Dawson, Sr__ 
__DT_Donovan Arp, Sr*/Dewayne White, Fr 
DT_Derrick Kennedy, S1/Chad Lee, So 
__DE Devon Thomas, So/Michael Josiah, So _ 
OLB Rashad Harris, Sr*/Ryan Woods, So 
_MLB_ Jeremy Collins, So/James Greene, Fr__ 
_BAN Michael Brown, So*/Adriel Walker, Jt__ 


__CB_ Antonio Roundtree, Sr*/Corey Wallace, Sr 
__CB_ Rashad Holman, Sr*/Josh Minkins, Fr 


_ SS Curry Burns, So/Anthony Floyd,So 
_FS_ Justin Thomas, Jr*/Brian Gaines Jr 


P Chris Sivori, So*/Wade Tylacka, Fr 


2 Kentucky 
Sept. 9 Grambling 
_ Sept. 23 atFlorida State 


= Sept 


Sept. 30 Connecticut 
Oct. 7 atUAB 
Oct. 14 Cincinnati 


oe 


Oct. 19 EastC Carolina 


Oct, 28 Tulane 
- - Nov. __4 at Southern Miss 


Nov. V1 Army 
Nov. 18 at Houston 
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F inish. Finish the drill; finish the prac- 


tice; finish the quarter; finish the 

game. 

Don’t be surprised if the word isn’t 
stamped on the helmets of every Memphis 
football player when the Tigers open the 
season Sept. 2 against Mississippi State. 


MEMPHIS 


TIGERS 


phis, the Tigers’ home stadium. 
Memphis opened the 1999 season 
with a 3-0 loss to Ole Miss and a 13-10 
loss at Mississippi State. The real heart- 
breaker came two weeks later, a 17-16 
loss at in-state rival and No. 7 Tennessee 
when the Vols scored the winning touch- 


turnovers, including three each against 
Tennessee and UAB. 

But Thompson left after one season to 
go to Arkansas. Tommy West replaced 
Thompson, coming from Clemson. 

Despite the switch, Scherer is confi- 
dent that the defense will continue to play 


Tigers Ready to Get Over the Hump and Go Bowling 


Memphis didn't finish a year ago and 
the Tigers failed to get to a bowl game 
again for the 29th consecutive year. 
Memphis failed to win seven games for 
the 24th straight season. And the Tigers 
failed to have a winning season for the 
fifth consecutive year. 

Memphis lost four games by a com- 
bined eight points and finished 5-6, so 
close to possibly playing in a bow! game 
instead of sitting at home at Christmas 
wishing once again. 

Memphis coach Rip Scherer, who 
begins his sixth season, has emphasized 
the finish theory on his players. 

“We harp on it all the time because if 
we can finish, we'll be successful,” Scherer 
said. “We have gained a lot of confidence 
over the past few years and we're at all 
all-time high in that area right now. 

“We have confidence that we can 
line up and compete against the better 
teams in the country. We know that 
and we've proved that. The next step is 
winning the games.” 

Memphis did have real victories last 
year, especially in the second half of the 
season. The Tigers won four of their last 
six games and finished tied for second in 
Conference USA with a 4-2 record. 

But it was the sting of those four close 
losses that gives Scherer and his players 
the motivation to not let it happen again. 

“| know we can win and go toa 
bowl game this year. I’d like to play 
right here at the Liberty Bowl in Decem- 
ber,” said Memphis senior defensive 
tackle Marcus Bell, referring to winning 
Conference USA and getting an auto- 
matic bid to the Liberty Bowl in Mem- 


down with one minute to play. Also, 
Louisville scored a TD with six seconds to 
play for a 32-31 victory in the seventh 
game of the season. 

“There are two ways to look at it. You 
can say you didn’t get the breaks or the 
luck or you can say you didn’t make the 
breaks,” Scherer said. “You've got to make 
your own breaks and we didn’t do that.” 

Although Memphis didn’t register 
a winning season, its defense made 
dramatic improvement under John 
Thompson, who came to Memphis after 
being a highly successful defensive coor- 
dinator at Southern Miss. 

The Tigers were last in defense in 
Conference USA in 1998, but second-best 
a year ago. Memphis allowed 141.2 fewer 
yards (314.1 per game) last season and 
held Tennessee to just 44 rushing yards. 
Also Memphis’ defense forced 22 
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1 999: 5-6 Overall 42 CUSA (T/2nd) 
COACH: Rip Scherer — At Memphis: 
18-37-0, 5 years; Overall: 47-56-0, 9 years 
RETURNING ‘STARTERS: 16; 6 Offense, 
9 Defense, Kicker 
PLAYERS To WATCH: MLB Kamal 
Shakir, NT Marcus Bell, DB Idrees Bashir, OT 
Attis Hicks, TE Billy Kendall, K Ryan White 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Nine starters, 
including altconference performers Shakir 
and Bell, return from a defense that was one 
of the most improved in the country. 
Although defensive coordinator “John 


‘POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Scoring 


like it did a year ago. 

“Tommy and John have the same phi- 
losophy, aggressive, pressure defense, and 
our players have picked up on it,” Scherer 
said. “There weren't many changes.” 

Memphis returned to the type of 
defensive play that used to be a trade- 
mark for the Tigers. Aggressive, non-pre- 
dictable play created an opportunistic 
defense from the outset. Memphis ranked 
No. 11 in scoring defense and No. 23 in 
total defense in the country. Nine of those 
starters are back this season, including 
All-Conference USA performers Bell and 
linebacker Kamal Shakir. 

The 6-1, 235-pound Shakir registered 
143 tackles, the second-most in Confer- 
ence USA, last season. He had a career- 
high 20 stops against Army and 16 
against Ole Miss. He also had 12 tackles 
for loss and six sacks. The 6-2, 310-pound 


Thompson left, his replacement, Tommy 
West, should continue the hard-hitting, take- 
away style of defense. Kicker Ryan White is 
considered one of the best in the country. 


touchdowns could be difficult, with 12 of 
the top 22 players on offense as sopho- 
mores. Memphis ranked No. 101 in Divi- 
sion | in total offense last season. 
OVERVIEW: This is the best chance for a 
winning season in Rip Scherer’s six years at 
Memphis. But the Tigers must produce in 
the fourth quarter. 
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Bell was second to Shakir with 85 tackles 
and had 14 tackles for loss and four sacks. 
“We're still flying to the ball,” Bell 

said. “Coach Thompson and coach West 
say the same thing, ‘Get to the football as 
fast as you can.’ ” 

Scherer has had a plan ever since he 
arrived in Memphis five years ago. 

Slowly, the pieces have fallen into 
place. No winning seasons yet, but Scherer 
believes the Tigers are getting there. 

“The bottom line is winning and we 
haven't done enough of that yet, but | hope 
this can be the year,” Scherer said. “We 
have gained a lot of confidence, but we 
aren't there yet. Winning begets winning.” 

The shocking upset of then-No. 6 Ten- 
nessee in 1996 might be the biggest win 
in Memphis history, but last year’s 38-14 
blowout at UAB broke down another bar- 
rier for Scherer. The win over UAB ended 
a 16-game losing streak on the road. The 
Tigers went 3-2 on the road, the first win- 
ning road mark for a season since 1983. 

There’s talent at Memphis, maybe 
more now than at any time in Scherer’s 
tenure. Besides the obvious experience on 
defense, there are guys who can move 
the ball on offense. 

Two quarterbacks, talented sopho- 
more Travis Anglin and junior Neil Suber, 
have starting experience. Suber started 
the first seven games last year and Anglin 
the final four. Suber passed for 222 yards 
and one touchdown in the near-upset of 
defending national champion Tennessee. 
Anglin completed 16 of 23 passes for 221 
yards and two touchdowns and ran for 
three TDs in a 49-7 rout of Tulane. 

Senior tight end Billy Kendall and 
junior offensive tackle Artis Hicks will 
anchor the offensive front. Kendall was 
the second-leading receiver a year ago 
with 28 catches for 302 yards and two 
TDs. Hicks has started 21 consecutive 
games and 31 of 33 games since he 
arrived at Memphis. 

A lot is expected from talented 
sophomore tailback Jeff “Sugar” Sanders, 
who returned from ACL surgery a year 
ago. The 5-10, 206-pound Sanders started 
two games last year and had a 94-yard 
performance against Arkansas State in just 
his second collegiate appearance. 

He finished with 254 yards and two 
TDs and averaged 4.3 yards a carry. Junior 
kicker Ryan White has made 22 of 29 field 
goal attempts and 47 of 47 extra point 
attempts in his career. 

Scherer has had to battle a rugged 
schedule in the first month of the season 
every year. And every year, the Tigers 


2000 


have gotten off to poor starts. 

Games against Tennessee, Ole Miss 
and Mississippi State of the Southeastern 
Conference, Michigan, Michigan State 
and Minnesota of the Big 10, Miami of 
the Big East and Missouri of the Big 12 
have come early. Scherer has a 6-19 
record in the first five games during his 
career at Memphis. 

But instead of another possible uphill 
battle for a winning season midway 
through the year, Scherer is optimistic that 
Memphis might go into October above 
sea level. 

Memphis doesn’t play Tennessee until 
Nov. 4 and doesn't play Ole Miss at all. 

Memphis opens at home against Mis- 
sissippi State. Next is Louisiana-Monroe at 
home. Then, the Tigers travel to Arkansas 
State before starting Conference USA play 
at Army and at defending league cham- 
pion Southern Miss. 

Memphis hasn't beaten State since 
1993, but the Tigers lost by three, eight 
and three points over the past three years. 
Louisiana-Monroe, Arkansas State and 
Army finished 5-6, 4-7 and 3-8 respec- 
tively last season. 

“| believe we'll be able to compete 
with those teams,” Scherer said. “We 
haven't been good enough in the past to 
endure the early season losses and 
bounce back. | hope we've grown enough 
as a team to accomplish some goals we 
haven't reached in the past this season.” 

The Tigers were able to force five 
turnovers, four fumble recoveries and an 
interception against Mississippi in the sea- 
son opener. 


— Robert Wilson 
(5-6, 4-2) 

0 Mississippi 3 
10 Mississippi State 13 
31 Arkansas State 26 

16 Tennessee 7 

17 Missouh 27 

ce SSS 
31 Louisville _32 
49 Tulane ; 7 

5 Southem Miss 20 

a) he 
21 ~~‘ Cincinnati 13 


QB Travis Anglin, So*/Neil Suber, Jr 
FB Darche Epting, So/Nick Tsatsaronis, Jr__ 
_TB Jeff Sanders, So/Dernice Wherry, Jr 


FL_Casey Rooney, So/Tripp Higgins, So 


SE Ryan Johnson, So*/Al Sermon, Sr 
TE Billy Kendall, Sr*/Wade Smith, So 
_LT_ DeCorye Hampton, Sr*/Baki Celaj,So 

LG Lous Esposito, Sr*/Matt Gehrke, So 
C Josh Eargle, Ji/Jimond Pugh, So 


_RG_Trey Eyre, So/Jason Austin, So 
_RT_ Artis Hicks, Jr*/Austin O'Dell, St 


K Ryan White, Jr*/Matt Quick, Jr 


LE Andre Arnold, Jr*/Boris Penchion, So__ 
_lT_ Calvin Lewis, St/Joey Gerda, So_ 

_NT_ Marcus Bell, Sr*/Jarvis Slaton, Sr 

_RE_ Tony Brown, Jr/Patrick Willis, St_ 

OLB DeMorrio Shank, Sr*/Mobray Rowand, So_ 
MLB_ Kamal Shakir, Sr*/Will Hyden, Fr 

OLB lan Williams, Sv/Greg Harper, Fr 


CB Michael Stone, Sr*/Quincy Stephenson, So_ 


CB_ Marcus Smith, Jr*/Derrick Harmon, Fr__ 
ROV Idrees Bashir, Jr*/Glenn Sumter, So 
FS Fred Powell, Sr*/Keydrin Ward, Jr 


P Ben Graves, Sr 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2. Mississippi State 
Sept. 9 UL-Monroe 
_ Sept. 16 at Arkansas State 
_ Sept. 23 at Amy 
Sept. 30 Southern Miss 
Oct. 7 East Carolina 
Oct. 14 at UAB 
Nov. 21 Houston 
__Nov. 4 Tennessee 
_ Nov. 11 Cincinnati 
Nov. 18 af Tulane 
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eff Bower wasn't satisfied with his 

third Conference USA championship 

in the past four years or the No. 14 

final national ranking, the highest in 
school history. 

No, the Southern Miss coach wasn’t 
going to sit back and gloat about going 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


xu GOLDEN EAGLES 


he’s putting into place. | believe we're 
going to be productive on offense.” 


This isn’t the first time Bower has fired 
his offensive coordinator after a winning 


season. After the Eagles went 8-3 and 


tied Houston for the first Conference USA 
title in 1996, Bower fired Norman Joseph. 


ethic. He has the ability to get tough 
yards. And he’s got good hands.” 

Klenakis, who will double as offensive 
line coach, is also looking for guys with 
good feet up front. Four starters return 
from last year’s line. But those four guys 
will be in better shape than last year, 


Eagles to Crank Up the Offense 


9-3, the sixth consecutive winning sea- 
son, winning the Liberty Bowl for the sec- 
ond time in three years and going toa 
bowl game three straight years for the first 
time in school history. 

No, Bower wasn’t going to rest on his 
program being the king of Conference 
USA and being second only to Florida 
State as the most dominating in a confer- 
ence for the past three years. 

Bower wants more. That’s why he 
fired offensive coordinator Larry Kueck 
prior to the Liberty Bowl. Then, defensive 
backs coach Steve Davis, tight ends coach 
Danny Baker and offensive line coach 
Petey Perot were let go in early January. 

“We were stale offensively,” Bower 
said. “I always critique after the season 
and | didn’t like the way we were headed. 
We needed a new direction.” 

That direction came from the West, as 
in Nevada. Bower hired Nevada offensive 
coordinator Chris Klenakis, 35, who had 
developed a reputation of coaching a 
wide-open approach with many one-back 
sets. Klenakis’ offense was second in the 
country in total yards per game despite a 
3-8 record. Nevada set 24 NCAA records 
and won five Big West Conference titles 
after Klenakis joined the staff in 1990. 

He'll have to improve a USM offense 
that finished No. 82 in total offense, No. 84 
in rushing offense and No. 80 in passing 
offense last year. That's what irked Bower. 
The former USM quarterback wasn’t going 
to let inconsistency happen again. 

“We didn't make much progress from 
start to finish. That’s what really con- 
cerned me,” Bower said. “But we showed 
progress this spring and | hope it contin- 
ues this fall. Coach Klenakis has a plan that 


USM rated No. 104 in rushing and No. 
100 in total offense that year. 

USM hasn't had a high-caliber offense 
since the Brett Favre era in the late 1980s. 
But Klenakis is out to change that. He 
inherits eight starters from last year’s 
offense, including junior quarterback Jeff 
Kelly and junior running back Derrick Nix. 

Kelly finished ranked No. 9 in Division 
I-A in passing efficiency in his first year as 
a starter. He threw 21 touchdown passes, 
and was the MVP of the Liberty Bowl. 

Nix became USM's first back-to-back 
1,000-yard rusher since the 1970s and 
was the first player in school history to 
gain 1,000 yards in his freshman and 
sophomore seasons. 

Those two stars figure heavily in 
Klenakis’ plans. 

“Jeff is a superb decision-maker and a 
very competitive kid,” Klenakis said. “Der- 
tick is a hard runner with a great work 
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Klenakis predicts. 

“You must have desire and pride to be a 
great pass blocker and you must be in 
shape,” Klenakis said. “It’s tough to pass 
block 15 downs in a row. But we've got 
some routines that will get them into shape.” 

Kelly can’t wait to see what he can do 
against an opponent with the new offense. 

“| believe we'll put up a lot of points 
and defenses won't be able to predict 
what we are going to do,” Kelly said. 
“We were predictable at times last year. 
We won't be this time. You never know if 
we'll throw, with misdirection or run. And 
we're going to use Derrick (Nix) in our 
passing game. I'd hate to be a cornerback 
and have him barreling down at me. 
We're going to expect to be successful 
and won't settle for anything less.” 

Other new coaches on offense are 
quarterbacks coach Paul Petrino from 
Louisville and running backs coach Shel- 


1999s 9-3 Overall; 6-0 Conference 
USA (Ist) 

COACH: Jeff Bower — At USM and Overall: 
59-43-1, 9 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 Offense, 
7 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Derrick Nix, 
DE Cedric Scott, OB Jeff Kelly, DB Leo 
Barnes, WR Shawn Mills, LB Roy Magee 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defensive 
line, led by Scott, is athletic and should 
cause havoc for opposing offenses. The 
offense should be much improved, led 
by Kelly and Nix and an experienced 


front line. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The middle 
linebacker position has been the leader for 
years at USM, but redshirt freshman Rod 
Davis will try to fill that role this year. Five 
of the top eight linebackers are freshmen 
or sophomores. 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles are the favorite to 
win Conference USA again and probably 
won't lose a league game. But coach Jeff 
Bower is looking to improve on last year's 
9-3 mark. It will be difficult starting with 
games at Tennessee, Alabama and Okla- 
homa State. 
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ton Gandy from East Mississippi Commu- 
nity College. Coach Mitch Rodrigue will 
switch from running backs to tight ends. 

The coaching vacancies aren't the only 
voids on offense. The biggest holes to fill 
will be at receiver where the dynamic duo 
of Sherrod Gideon and Todd Pinkston 
shredded opposing secondaries last season. 

Gideon was the all-time leading 
receiver in school history with 191 
catches, 3,215 yards and 30 touchdowns. 
Pinkston is second behind Gideon in each 
category and had a better senior year 
with 48 catches for 977 yards and 12 
TDs. But Bower, who doubles as 
receivers coach, sees promise in return- 
ing junior starter Danny Fowler, up-and- 
coming senior Shawn Mills and LeRoy 
Handy, a sophomore. 

“Mills has a chance for a heck of a 
year,” Bower said. “Handy was one of our 
most improved players this spring. Fowler 
is very steady.” 

USM's defense was as steady as the 
offense was inconsistent a year ago. The 
Eagles, led by All-American defensive end 
Adalius Thomas and All-Conference USA 
middle linebacker T.}. Slaughter, ranked No. 
8 in the country in scoring defense, total 
defense and rushing defense last season. 

It was a remarkable first year for defen- 
sive coordinator Dave Wommack, who took 
over before the 1998 Humanitarian Bowl 
when John Thompson left for Memphis. 

Wommack has seven starters back, 
but must also replace All-Conference USA 
outside linebacker Ty Trahan and corner- 
back Terrance Parrish. 

Watch for senior defensive end Cedric 
Scott and senior rover Leo Bames, both All- 
Conference USA picks last year, to be the 
Eagles’ leaders this season. Scott was second 
behind Thomas with four sacks and had 52 
tackles. Bares was third with 104 tackles 
and had three interceptions, including a 60- 
yarder for a touchdown against East Carolina. 

Graduate assistant Lytrel Pollard was 
promoted to full-time and will coach 
defensive ends and outside linebackers. 
Coach Tyrone Nix will move from defen- 
sive ends and outside linebackers to 
defensive backs. Also, Chad O'Shea comes 
from Houston to be USM’s special teams 
and recruiting coordinator. 

Bower, who begins his 10th year as 
USM's head coach, is always searching for 
ways to continue the Eagles’ climb toward 
national recognition. He'll do whatever it 
takes to make his program better, even 
firing coaches. 

“Our first concer is always to do the 
best thing for the student-athlete,” said 
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Bower, who signed a four-year contract in 
December that will run through 2003. “We 
want to give them the best opportunity pos- 
sible to be successful on and off the field.” 

Bower will find out quickly if his latest 
moves work. Again, USM plays a tough 
non-conference schedule. The Eagles 
open up with three road games for the 
first time since the 1970s and take on 
Tennessee, Alabama and Oklahoma State. 
USM is the only team in Division I-A that 
opens with three non-conference road 
games. 

“It’s going to be a challenge to try to 
produce against teams like that, but that’s 
why I came to Southern Miss,” Klenakis 
said. “Coach Bower is very positive about 
his program and he believes we can be 
competitive against anyone in the coun- 
try. We have great talent at Southern Miss 
and it’s my job to produce.” 

“| expect us to play well early in the 
year,” Bower said. “We've played road 
games early before and against people 
we're going to play. It’s nothing new for us. 
If we want to get to where we want to be, 
we've got to play teams like we are playing. 

“The expectations are high right now 
because of our success in the past. | like 
to go into every season expecting to win 
a championship and to be ranked.” 

No. 14 wasn’t good enough for Bower. 

“I want this program to be on the 
same level as the top programs in the 
country, and we have to set our goals 
high,” Bower said. “We want to win the 
Conference USA championship and have 
a chance to be a BCS (Bowl Championship 
Series) team. To get there, we need to be 
good in all areas.” 

— Robert Wilson 


(9-3, 6-0) 
48 Tulane 
40 UL-Monroe 
13 Nebraska 
6 Texas A&M 
39 East Carolina 22 


24 Arm 

28 ~~ Cincinnati 

14 Alabama 

20 Memphis 

48  UlL-Lafayette 
23 Colorado State 


AXA Liberty Bowl 
41 ‘Pittsburgh 7 


QB Jeff Kelly, Jr*/Bobby Garner, So 
RB_ Derrick Nix, Jr*/Dawayne Woods, Jr 
WR_ LeRoy Handy, So/John Floyd, So 
WR_Dannye Fowler, Jr*/Antonio Gray, Jr 
FL_ Shawn Mills, St/Corey Hosey, So 
TE Buck Miciotto, So*/Orlando Dantzler, Jr 
LT Jeremy Bridges, So*/Jason Jimenez, So 
LG Dennis Evans, Jr/Dan Reber,So 
C Zeb Landers, So*/Dennis Evans, Jr 
RG_ Billy Clay, Sr*/Paul Ulrich, Jr 
RT_Torrin Tucker, So*/Jason Jiminez, So _ 
K Brant Hanna, Jr*/Don Urquhart, So 


DE Cedric Scott, Sr*/Marchene Hatchett, Jr_ 


DT DeQuincy Scott, Sr*/Gerald Mumford, Sr_ 
DT_Daleroy Stewart, Sr*/Travis Dorsey, So 
DE Deric Scott, Sr/Terrell Paul, Fr 


OLB Roy Magee, Jr*/Anthony Chapman, Sr 
MLB_ Rod Davis, Fr/Darris McKenzie, Fr | 


OLB Chris Langston, So/Zaid Houston, Sr 
CB_ Keon Moore, St/Daryon Brutley, Jr 
__CB_ Raymond Walls, Sr*/Corey Yates, So 
ROV_ Leo Barnes, Sr*/Byron Gill, Sr — 


FS Chad Williams, Jr*/Joey Pinkston, Sr 
P Mark Haulman, So 


Sept. 2 at Tennessee 
Sept. 16 at Alabama 


Sept. 23 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 30 Memphis 


Oct. 7 South Florida 


Oct. 14 at Tulane 
Oct. 28 at Houston 
4 Louisville 
Nov. 11 af UAB 
Nov. 18 af Cincinnati 
Nov. 25 East Carolina 


Nov. 
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erry Phillips has been on both ends of 
the scoreboard. He was the leading 
tackler on the Green Wave's dream 
season team two years ago. 
Phillips made 104 stops and many 
key plays helping Tulane to a 12-0 record, 
a Conference USA title and a No. 7 final 


TULANE 


T GREEN WAVE 


a Marshall assistant and three at Georgia. 
While assistant head coach and offen- 
sive line coach at Georgia, Scelfo coached 
three offensive tackles who were picked in 
the first two rounds of the NFL draft. 
Scelfo hopes to do as well at Tulane. 
He might not have any high NFL draft 


Scelfo also has a receiver with a good 
future — senior Adrian Burnette caught 
79 passes for 1,095 yards and seven 
touchdowns last season. He and JaJuan 
Dawson were the only receivers on the 
same team in Division I-A in the country 
to each have at least 1,000 receiving 


Phillips a Key to Turning Around the Green Wave 


ranking in the Associated Press poll. 

That was erased last year as Tulane had 
a 3-8 overall and 1-5 league record and 
sported one of the nation’s worst defenses. 
The Green Wave allowed 36.3 points and 
450.1 yards a game, the worst in Confer- 
ence USA. 

How will Phillips finish his career? The 
6-0, 232-pound senior isn’t predicting 
a perfect mark, but he is confident the 
Green Wave won’t be the Conference 
USA laughing stock again. 

“We'll surprise some people like two 
years ago,” said Phillips, one of 10 starters 
back on defense. “What we did then was 
unexpected. The same goes for this year.” 

Not much is expected because of last 
season. The number of believers in a 
Tulane turnaround went down even more 
when last year’s leading rusher, Toney 
Converse, and leading tackler, Noel Ellis, 
were indefinitely suspended this spring. 

Now Tulane’s returnees must work 
even harder to keep the Green Wave from 
returning to the status it had for years. 

Tulane hadn't had a winning season 
since 1980 before Tommy Bowden took 
the Green Wave to a 7-4 season in 1997. 
But Bowden left for Clemson after 1998 
and Louisiana native Chris Scelfo arrived. 

Scelfo is optimistic he can turn Tulane 
back into a winner. 

“We faced adversity a year ago and 
fought through it,” Scelfo said. “We had 
a lot of youth and injuries, but we had 
a good spring and hope to rebound.” 

Scelfo knows about winning. The 
36-year-old Scelfo, the nation’s youngest 
Division I-A coach, spent six years as 


picks this year, but he has some talent, 
especially at quarterback. 

Patrick Ramsey, a junior from Ruston, 
La., put up big numbers last season. He 
completed 310 of a school-record 513 
passes for 3,410 yards and 25 touch- 
downs. Ramsey ranked No. 10 in Divi- 
sion I-A in total offense. 

Ramsey's best game was when he hit 
34 of 49 passes for a school-record 447 
yards and four touchdowns against Army. 

While Ramsey is the returning starter, 
freshman J.P. Losman was the spring 
game star, completing 12 of 21 passes for 
192 yards and one touchdown. Losman 
was a Parade All-American who enrolled 
at UCLA, but transferred to Tulane. 

“J.P. has a tremendous amount of 
athletic ability,” Scelfo said. “He's got 
a great upside.” 
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yards last year. 

Don’t forget about Tulane’s special 
teams. Sophomore kicker Seth Marler was 
a second-team All-Conference USA last 
season, making 15 of 21 field goal 
attempts and 30 of 31 extra-point 
attempts. Also, junior punter Casey Rous- 
sel ranked No. 9 in Division I-A in net 
punting and averaged 44.2 yards a kick. 

There’s not much doubt that the 
Green Wave will put points on the board 
in bunches this fall. The question is, can 
Phillips and Co. stop anyone? 

“We really messed up at times last 
year. We made some stupid mistakes and 
we didn't create enough turnovers,” 
Phillips said. “I'm the middle linebacker 
now and | pretty much run the show. If 
something goes wrong, it’s my fault.” 

— Robert Wilson 


1999: 3-8, 1-5 Conference USA (T/éth] 

COACH: Chris Scelfo — At Tulane: 3-8, 
1 year; Overall: 3-8, 1 year 

RETURNING PLAYERS: 19; 7 Offense, 
10 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: MLB Jerry 
Phillips, QB Patrick Ramsey, WR Adrian 
Burnette, OT Bernard Robertson, FS 
Quentin Brown, DE Floyd Dorsey 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tulane has 
two talented quarterbacks in Ramsey and 
transfer J.P. Losman and the conference's 
best returning receiver, Adrian Burnette. 

| POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Despite hav- 


ing 10 returning starters on defense, stop- 
ping opposing offenses still isn’t a sure 
thing. Tulane might be improved on 
defense, but that’s not saying much. And 
with their leading tackler in limbo —line- 
backer Noel Ellis is on indefinite suspension 
—Tulane’s defense is questionable. 
OVERVIEW: Chris Scelfo’s second 
season will be a little better, but a 
winning season might be a stretch. Just 
an improvement would make Green 
Wave fans happy. Tommy Bowden didn't 
spoil them too much with back-to-back 
winning seasons. 
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I: four seasons in the Big West Confer- 


ence, Arkansas State has never won a 

conference championship. With the 
Indians joining the new Sun Belt Confer- 
ence in 2001, their last chance to win the 
Big West might be their best chance. 

“We've improved, game-by-game, 


ARKANSAS STATE 


INDIANS 


Adams, a 6-0, 214-pound junior, was 
a major recruiting coup when he chose 
Arkansas State over Arkansas three years 
ago. He hasn’t yet lived up to his poten- 
tial, but showed signs last season by rush- 
ing for 680 yards and six touchdowns. 

“He's big, strong and fast,” Hollis 


recruiting priority the last two seasons and 
Hollis is confident the overall talent level 
of the defense is making progress, with 
bigger, stronger and faster players. 
Unfortunately for the Indians, most of 
those players are still young and inexperi- 
enced, and at this point the most depend- 


Big West Title Would be a Going Away Present 


year-by-year,” says coach Joe Hollis. “The 
talent level is better. We expect to win.” 

The Indians have gone 2-9, 4-8 and 
4-7 under Hollis. While they have a 
chance to win the conference title, a 
winning record won't be easy against a 
schedule including games at North Car- 
olina State, Oklahoma, TCU and Ole Miss. 

The Indians also play home games 
against Memphis and Richmond before 
finishing with five consecutive conference 
games, including three at home. 

“I'm optimistic about our chances,” 
Hollis says. “Boise State and Idaho will be 
the preseason favorites, but we should 
compete with anyone in the conference.” 

The Indians should score with any- 
body in the conference. Seven offensive 
starters return, including quarterback Cleo 
Lemon, wide receiver Robert Kilow and 
running back Jonathan Adams. 

The key is Lemon, a senior who has 
started since his freshman year. At 6-3, 
209, Lemon is big enough and quick 
enough to pose a dangerous running 
threat, but remains, first and foremost, 

a strong-armed passer with 5,742 career 
passing yards and 35 career touchdowns. 

“He's set all our passing records and 
developed into a fine football player,” 
Hollis says. “He’s become a student of the 
game; he has great leadership qualities; 
and we think he'll have a great year.” 

It helps to have Kilow and Adams 
sharing the load. Kilow is dangerous as a 
receiver or kick returner. In 1999, he had 
a school record 57 receptions, averaged 
125.75 all-purpose yards per game and 
earned All-Big West honors. 


says, “but he has competition.” If Adams 
can’t do the job, the Indians have juco 
transfer Danny Smith, who is smaller than 
Adams at 5-9, 165, but quicker. 

For all those weapons, the real key 
might be the offensive line. Two years ago, 
a lack of size and experience made the 
offensive line a weak link. Now, it’s a 
strength, with five returning starters and 
improved depth. In sophomore tackle 
Garry Johnson, Hollis has a dominant 
player who compares favorably to Korey 
Stringer and Orlando Pace, two former 
stars that Hollis coached at Ohio State. 

“We have the size and strength to be 
avery good line,” Hollis says, “so we feel 
very good about the line — and that has- 
n't been the case here before.” 

While the offense is expected to be the 
strength of this team, the defense actually 
dominated most of the spring scrimmages. 

The Indians have made defense a 
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1999: 4-7 Overall; 3-3 Big West (T/2nd) 
COACH: Joe Hollis — At Arkansas State: 
10-24, 3 years; Overall, 14-29-1, 
4 years 


6 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Cleo Lemon, 
WR/KR Robert Kilow, RB Jonathan Adams, 
OT Garry Johnson, FS Sean Mitchell, LB 
Segun Ajigbeda 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With five 
returning starters up front, the offensive 
line is finally a strength, and the Indians 


RETURNING STARTERS: | 4:7 Offense, 


able players on defense are solid, 
experienced veterans such as senior 
strong safety Sean Mitchell and linebacker 
Segun Ajigbeda. 

“We've got some solid players,” Hol- 
lis says, “but we don’t have an outstand- 
ing bellcow defensive player. We've 
improved and established depth, though, 
so we feel like we'll be much better.” 

In addition to a strong core of return- 
ing players and improving depth, Hollis is 
excited about the return of his entire 
coaching staff. For a program like Arkan- 
sas State, where assistant coaches tend to 
come and go, continuity is a rare blessing. 

“We must be doing something right,” 
Hollis says. “Some of our coaches had the 
opportunity to leave but chose to stay 
because they like what we’re doing here. 
Stability is a big key, and we feel like 
we're headed in the right direction.” 

— Richard Scott 


have the weapons to score some points 
with Lemon, Kilow and Adams. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defensive 
talent and depth is improving, but the 
lack of experience among the older 
players and a lack of talent among the 
older players could leave some holes. 
OVERVIEW: The schedule provides 
a long, uphill climb before the Big West 
season kicks in, but if the Indians can 
survive that stretch and win their home 
games, they have a realistic chance to 
compete for the conference title. 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA 


year ago, Central Florida fans won- 

dered if the Golden Knights could 

survive the loss of star quarterback 
Daunte Culpepper. It turned out that the 
quarterback position was the least of or 


UCF coach Mike Kruczek’s concerns. 
Juco transfer Vic Penn didn’t make UCF 


grades came out, he was ruled ineligible. 
Kruczek would love to have him back for 
2001, but it’s on Gaines to make grades. 
His loss will increase the pressure on UCF's 
ground game. 

Senior tailback Edward Mack returns, 
but the real answers must come up front, 


GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


he’s 230 pounds of non-stop intensity. 
“He plays mad,” Kruczek says. “But 
he also brings range. He can make plays 
from sideline to sideline. It all depends on 
how fast he can pick up the defense.” 
In the secondary, the Knights should 
be solid with the return of senior safety 


Young Knights Have a New Attitude 


fans forget about Culpepper, but he did fin- 
ish the season completing nearly 60 percent 
of his passes for more than 3,000 yards. 

However, some of Penn's teammates 
never adjusted to their new leadership roles. 

“| had never gone through a season 
with so many apathetic guys who were 
seniors who didn’t have any fire,” Kruczek 
says. “The year before, we had 20 seniors 
who were excellent leaders. | think we've 
got those kind of guys this year. | think the 
attitude and the leadership is much better.” 

The timing should be right with a 
schedule that presents the opportunity to 
win seven or eight games. With the return 
of 14 starters and development of tal- 
ented young players, the Golden Knights 
can win without Culpepper. 

“We played well at times last year 
against a tough schedule, and we played 
young people who weren't prepared 
against that caliber of opponent,” Kruczek 
says. “Those players gained experience. 
That should make us much better.” 

Kruczek also expects bigger and 
better things from Penn, a senior who 
made considerable progress last season. 

“We didn’t have much of a running 
game last year because we were so 
young,” Kruczek says, “so the pressure to 
make things happen fell on Vic. This year, 
he's a much better drop-back quarterback. 
The spring was really valuable for him.” 

Penn will have quality receivers in 
seniors Tyson Hinshaw and Kenny Clark, 
but the player who really had the coaches 
excited was freshmen tight end Michael 
Gaines, a former Alabama signee. 

He was expected to figure heavily into 
the Knights’ passing game, but when spring 


where UCF returns four starters. 

“Running the football is an attitude,” 
Kruczek says, “We're very tall on the 
offensive line, and we're still developing 
strength and learning about leverage and 
moving people off the line of scrimmage.” 

On the other side of the line, the 
Knights are concerned about youth and 
inexperience, but excited about such 
young players as sophomore end Elton 
Patterson and freshman end Don Page. 

“We didn’t have continuity this spring 
because of injuries, and that hurt us,” 
Kruczek says, “but we were able to look at 
a lot of young players. We've got talented 
young people on the defensive front.” 

The Knights lost six linebackers, so 
they'll start over with juniors Willie Davis, 
Tito Rodriguez and Tony Hardman, but the 
player to look for is true freshman John 
Andrews of Atlanta. He’s only 5-11, but 
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Damian Demps, who led the Golden 
Knights in tackles the past two years, plus 
senior cornerback Davin Bush and junior 
free safety Ricot Joseph. Sophomore 
Asante Samuel should start at cornerback. 
While Kruczek is confident about the 
defense, he’s concerned for the kicking 
game. The Knights were strong on kick 
returns and coverage, but Javier Beorlegui 
will have to be better on field goals and 
punts for the Knights to win close games. 

“He's really improved his distance 
and accuracy, which gives us a chance,” 
Kruczek says. “We didn’t have that last 
year. We got inside the 20-yard line four 
times against Georgia and came away 
with no points, and we lost 24-23.” 

With so many potential wins on the 
schedule, UCF can't afford to waste those 
opportunities this season. 

— Richard Scott 


19993 4-7 Overall 
COACH: Mike Kruczek — At UCF, 13-10, 2 
years; Overall, 13-10, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 7 Offense, 


6 Defense, Kicker/Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Vic Penn, TE 
Michael Gaines, DE Elton Patterson, DE 
Don Page, SS Damian Demps 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Penn brings 
experience and versatility to the OB 
position, and he should get plenty of help 
from his receivers; the defense has speed 
up front and stability in the secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The lack 


of an effective running game was 

a hindrance in 1999, and it must 
improve this season; the defensive 
line and the linebackers need experi- 
ence; and K/P Javier Beorlegui must 
come through. 

OVERVIEW: The schedule suggests the 
possibility of seven or eight wins, so if the 
Knights can find a running game and 
some linebackers and kick a few field 
goals, a winning season is well within 
reach. Still, winning eight games as a 
Division IA independent might not be 
enough to put UCF in a bowl. 
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2000 


leave Division I-A Independent status 

for life in the Western Athletic Confer- 
ence. Until then, the Bulldogs have one 
last season to prove their point. 

“We finished 9-2 three years ago and 
went 8-3 last year, but we never got to 


I: 2001, the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs 


LOUISIANA TECH 


BULLDOGS 


running game,” Bicknell says. “Of course, 
I said the same thing last year and we did- 
n’t run it much, so people won't believe 
me. But we do want to run the ball, and 
the ability to use Brian on bootlegs and 
rollouts will open up the running game.” 
The big question mark is whether the 


middle linebacker, where his speed and 
aggressive play should be a huge asset. 
“We'll be able to run and make plays 
if we can just get some defensive linemen 
ready to come in and play,” Bicknell says. 
While Bicknell has reason to be opti- 
mistic about offense and defense, he has 


Bulldogs Still Looking for Elusive Bowl Trip 


play in a bowl,” says Jack Bicknell Ill, 
Tech’s second-year coach. “That's frustrat- 
ing because we're playing good oppo- 
nents. It's a shame for the players because 
they don’t get a chance to experience 
what they earned on the field. 

“Maybe this year if we win enough 
games, someone will recognize what 
we've done and give us a shot.” 

It won't be easy with a schedule that 
includes only three home games and trips 
to Kansas State, Penn State, Auburn, 
Miami, Hawaii and Central Florida. But for 
a team used to playing the nation’s top 
teams on the road, it’s not impossible. 

“It’s like we tell our kids: “We're play- 
ing the best teams in the country, so let’s 
just play the games, do the best we can 
and see what happens,’ ” Bicknell says. 

Meanwhile, Bicknell has many other 
concerns, starting with the loss of quar- 
terback Tim Rattay. Fortunately, sopho- 
more Brian Stallworth appears capable of 
leading Tech’s high-powered offense, and 
gained valuable experience last season, 
starting in a win over Louisiana-Lafayette 
and throwing the winning touchdown 
pass against Alabama. His passing and 
running skills will bring a new dimension 
to Tech's offense. 

Another factor in Tech’s favor will be 
the return of James Jordan, John Simon, 
Delwyn Daigre and Sean Cangelosi, four 
receivers who combined to set an NCAA 
team record by catching 60 or more 
passes each last season. Simon will spend 
more time at tailback, giving the Bulldogs 
an effective runner and receiver. 

“We're working on improving the 


2000 


Bulldogs can replace the loss of four 
starters on the offensive line. 

“We have a lot of young kids and if 
they'll step it up and do what they need 
to, we'll be OK,” Bicknell said. “We have 
one tackle, (6-7, 350-pound sophomore) 
Damian Lavergne, who could be one of 
the best players to ever play here.” 

The situation is much the same on 
Tech's defensive line, but the Bulldogs 
may have immediate help with the sign- 
ing of three juco defensive linemen: Clint 
Ellsworth of Scottsdale (Ariz.) Community 
College, Jamie Nichols of East Central 
(Mississippi) Junior College and Michael 
Phelps of Navarro (Texas) Junior College. 

The rest of the defense is solid, 
especially if Bobby Gray makes a suc- 
cessful transition from strong safety to 
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1999: ¢ 83 Overall 

COACH: Jack Bicknell Ill — At Louisiana 
Tech and Overall: 8-3, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 6 Offense, 
5 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Brian Stall 
worth, RBAWR John Simon, WR James Jor- 


dan, OL Damian Lavergne, LB/SS Bobby 
Gray, FS Michael John Lenard 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Despite the loss 
of recordsetting QB Tim Rattay, passing game 
should be fine with OB Brian Stallworth and 
four excellent receivers; returning experience 
in the secondary and at linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PR §: Big holes to 


reason to be concerned about kicking. 
With the loss of kicker Kevin Pond, Bick- 
nell will be searching for a new kicker. The 
Bulldogs signed prep kicker Josh Scobee 
to compete with two inexperienced kick- 
ers, sophomore Trent Wierick and fresh- 
man Ross Bernal. 

If the kicking game comes though, 
it gives Bicknell one less worry. After all, 
he’s got enough to do just preparing an 
overhauled coaching staff for the season. 

“It's been a huge change,” Bicknell 
says. “We lost five coaches after last sea- 
son, and then we lost three of those guys 
who | had hired since the end of the sea- 
son. But it’s been good because we've 
been able to bring in new ideas with the 
coaches we've hired.” 

— Richard Scott 


fill on either side of the line, with four new 
starters on the offensive line and four 
more on the defensive line. Bulldogs need 
immediate help from three juco linemen 
who will arrive in August, and must find 
an effective kicker and punter. 

OVERVIEW: The skill players are in place 
to give Tech the potential for a potent 
passing offense, but the Bulldogs must 
improve the running game to balance 
their offense. Stallworth’s versatility should 
be a boost to the running game, but the 
offensive line must grow up quickly. The 
same is true for the defensive line and the 
kicking specialists. 
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t Louisiana-Lafayette, where 
victories have been few in recent 
seasons, second-year coach Jerry 


Baldwin and his staff have rebuilt the 
program from the ground up. 

“Our goals are to become a more 
physical team, a more aggressive team 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 


GIN’ 


were a year ago,” he said. “David Gaar is 
taking on leadership on the offensive line 
and made a tremendous difference for us. 
| have seen significant improvement in 
Jonathon Raush’'s play, and Garrett 
Charkalis has been a pleasant surprise.” 
That is good news to senior tailback 


AJUNS 


below 10 points five times, including 
three shutouts. 

Defensive help is also needed. Seven 
starters return, but just three seniors in 
linebackers Travis Schwartz and Victor 
Hart and cornerback Curnell Schumack. 

The real defensive talent is in younger 


ULL Taking Small Steps, but Moving Forward 


and a more mentally tough team,” Bald- 
win says. “We want to be great techni- 
cians, and by working toward that, we're 
hoping to be building confidence.” 

It might not translate into more wins 
after going 1-10, 2-9 and 2-9 in the past 
three seasons, but the Ragin’ Cajuns 
appear to be going in the right direction. 

“We are 200 percent better today 
than we were a year ago,” Baldwin says. 
“I'm excited to see from where this 
team has come to where it is now. 

I think we have made some significant 
strides and I'm excited about the oppor- 
tunities that lie ahead.” 

Tangible proof of some progress 
would mean winning more games than 
the past three seasons. With a schedule 
including home games against Sam Hous- 
ton State, Northwestern State and North 
Texas, it’s possible. But with only four 
games at home and a roster lacking qual- 
ity talent and depth, the climb to compet- 
itive respectability remains steep at best. 

Baldwin has recruited well in his two 
seasons at ULL, and achieving success this 
fall might depend on how many young 
players contribute significantly. 

A productive spring saw considerable 
progress in the offensive line, an area that 
was so thin last year that Baldwin had to 
scrap plans for full-scale spring scrim- 
mages simply because of a lack of bodies. 

With four returning line starters, includ- 
ing sophomore tackle Jonathan Raush and 
senior center David Garr, and improved 
younger players, the Cajuns should be bet- 
ter up front this season. 

“The offensive line has made tremen- 
dous progress, especially from where we 
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Darrin Brister (729 yards in 1999), multi- 
purpose senior John Bernard (841 all-pur- 
pose yards in '99), wide receivers Marcus 
Wilridge and Desmond Williams and who- 
ever ends up playing quarterback in the fall. 

The likely starter at quarterback is 
Derek Dyer, a junior who earned the start- 
ing job in '99 and completed just 90 of 
203 passes (44 percent) for 1,066 yards, 
four touchdowns and 10 interceptions 
when he wasn’t running to save his skin. 
ULL quarterbacks were sacked 42 times. 

If 1999 didn’t kill Dyer or his confi- 
dence, the experience should make him 
better this fall. But, he'll have to fight off 
talented young players such as true fresh- 
men Jon Van Cleave and Matt Lane, as 
well as 1999 signee Nick Dugas, who was 
academically ineligible last fall. 

Either way, the Cajuns need more 
offensive production. They were held 


players — junior free safety Kyries Hebert 
(a team-high 99 tackles in '99), sopho- 
more cornerback Charles Tillman (82 tack- 
les, three fumble recoveries) and junior 
strong safety Matt Cieslak. But, Schwartz 
will be the leader for this young group. 

“I’m expecting the seniors to provide 
leadership,” Baldwin says. “We all want to 
send them away as winners.” 

The odds of that happening are nar- 
row, but that’s not the point at Louisiana- 
Lafayette, where Baldwin is attempting to 
build a strong foundation for a program 
that has fallen on hard times. 

Baldwin signed eight players from the 
New Orleans area, and with Louisiana- 
Lafayette joining the new Sun Belt Confer- 
ence in 2001, delivering obvious signs of 
hope and progress might be more impor- 
tant than wins and losses this season. 

— Richard Scott 


at a glance 
RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


1999: 2-9 Overall 

COACH: Jerry Baldwin — At ULL: 2-9, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: \8; |0 
Offense, 7 Defense, 1 Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Darren 
Brister, RB-WR John Bernard, LB Travis 
Schwartz, FS Kyries Hebert 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Ten returning 
starters should help the offense 
improve on last season's poor perfor- 
mance, and the return of seven defen- 
sive starters might take some pressure 
off the offense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cajuns 


gave up 42 sacks last season and QB 
Derek Dyer completed only 43 percent of 
his passes when he wasn't running to 
save his life, so the line is suspect until it 
proves otherwise, The defense starts only 
three seniors and will depend on several 
young players to play significant roles. 


OVERVIEW: ULL hasn't had a winning 


season since 1995, and the current coach- 
ing staff inherited a moribund situation. 
Turning the program around takes time 
and recruiting, and many of the best play- 
ers are too young to be consistent perform- 
ers at this point. 


2000 


Thame 


he future is now for the Louisiana- 
Monroe Indians. 


The Indians leave Division I-A 
independent status behind in 2001 fora 
spot in the new Sun Belt Conference, but 
they start preparing for their first I-A 
conference opportunity this season with 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


INDIANS 


“At the end of spring practice, Andy 
was playing with confidence,” Keasler 
says. “When he steps into the huddle, the 
players respond to him. They want to 
make sure they keep him healthy.” 

The offensive line returns three 
starters — senior tackle Padraic McGinnis, 


senior strong safety Cedric Robinson, who 
finished with 94 tackles, four sacks, nine 
tackles for losses and a 64-yard intercep- 
tion return for a touchdown last season. 
“Cedric’s going to be a real key for us 
back there,” Keasler says, “especially since 
we're going to start a redshirt freshman 


ULM Tunes Up for 2001 Conference Move 


a young team and a tough schedule. 

“It's a tough schedule this year, with 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Minnesota and 
Memphis, but with our program moving 
into a conference in 2001, we need to be 
able to compete with those kinds of 
teams,” says Bobby Keasler, ULM's 
second-year coach. 

Throughout the depth chart the Indians 
will be depending on players who were 
recruited by Keasler and his staff. Last year, 
the Indians redshirted all but one freshman. 

“They're good players, bigger and 
stronger. They're going to have to grow 
up this year while we build some depth,” 
Keasler says. “But when we enter the con- 
ference in 2001, these big guys are going 
to be sophomores with a year of experi- 
ence and that should help us.” 

That doesn’t mean the Indians are giv- 
ing up on the 2000 season, especially not 
after going 5-6 last year. For a program 
that hasn’t had a winning season since 
moving to Division I-A in 1994, there are 
plenty of reasons to be optimistic. 

The primary reason is the return of 
quarterback Andy Chance, who com- 
pleted 141 of 246 passes for 1,327 yards 
and five touchdowns last fall as a redshirt 
freshman. Chance also rushed for 438 
yards and three touchdowns. 

Chance started slow, but seven games 
into the season ULM switched to a spread 
offense, allowing him to use his multiple 
pass-run talents. With Chance leading the 
way over the final five games, ULM aver- 
aged 365.4 yards and 23 points and con- 
vinced Keasler to stick with the spread 
offense in 2000. More importantly, the 
Indians also won three of those five games. 


junior guard Larry Pink and senior guard 
Roderick Daniel. Redshirt freshmen may 
fill the other spots, but Keasler hopes he'll 
also get help from junior Bryan Oes and 
juco transfer Juan Parra. 

Chance will look for help from new 
receivers and running backs. Sophomore 
Sean Brown caught 37 passes in 1999, 
but the Indians need unproven receivers 
to step up. At running back, Arkansas 
transfer Mark Henderson can make the 
most of his final season after academic 
problems stalled his career. Bryant Jacobs 
will also compete for the starting spot, but 
Keasler likes what he sees in Henderson. 

“He had a really good spring, so 
I think he'll be fine,” Keasler says. 

Keasler expects the same thing from 
a defense that loses only four full-time 
starters and returns its leading tackler in 


at a glance 


(Seneca Lee) at free safety.” 

With seniors Bartholomew Butcher, 
Ron Phenix and Mike DeHorney on the 
line and two returning starters at line- 
backer in senior Carey Johnson and junior 
Otis Robinson, Keasler expects his 
defense to be improved. 

“We'll be using freshmen on defense, 
too,” Keasler says, “but as far as our front 
line people, we're going to be OK.” 

“OK” might not be enough for a win- 
ning season against a tough schedule, but 
it might be enough to prepare the Indians 
for their first season in the Sun Belt. 

“We're still really young, but we feel 
like we've got some talented athletes in 
the program,” Keasler says, “and | really 
believe we have a chance down the road, 
especially with the new conference.” 

— Richard Scott 


1999: 5-6 Overall 

COACH: Bobby Keasler — At ULM:5-6, 
1 year; Overall: 83-40-2, 10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: |4; 6 Offense, 
6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Andy 
Chance, RBs Mark Henderson and Bryant 
Jacobs, OG Rod Daniel, SS Cedric 
Robinson, CB Mark Potter 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Chance is 
a versatile quarterback who is dangerous as 
a passer and runner, and the combination of 
Henderson and Jacobs should give him some 
help. Robinson is a big-time hitter who can 


play the run and pass, and he'll have plenty of 
help up front from experienced players. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Indians 
are searching for help at wide receiver, 
and they'll be dependent on redshirt fresh- 
men as starters and key backups through- 
out the depth chart. Plus, the schedule 
looks more like an obstacle course. 

OVERVIEW: With this schedule, it's proba- 
bly too much to ask the Indians to finish 
with a winning record. However, with so 
many young players moving up, it should 
help them prepare for their first season in 
the new Sun Belt Conference in 2001. 
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AB coach Watson Brown would 

like to think a 4-2 record and a 

second-place finish in the Blazers’ 
first year in Conference USA is a sign that 
the Blazers can compete in C-USA, but 


this season he’s looking for more proof. 
“We're at a point where we need to 


Between the four, “we should be 
strong with all the tailbacks and slotbacks 
we use in our formations,” Brown says. 
“Those are the best players, so we need 
to find a way to get them all on the field.” 

The running game will be especially 
important with the lack of experience at 


leaving gaping holes. Junior Adrian Single- 
ton will have the free safety position, but 
the other positions are question marks. 
“That's my biggest concern,” Brown 
says. “We won't be as good if we don’t 
find some corners and safeties.” 
While the secondary must find 


Blazers Won’t Sneak Up on Anybody in 2000 


see if we overachieved last year,” Brown 
says. “Are we good enough to be second 
in this league? I’m eager to find out.” 

Last year, Lindy’s was the only pre- 
season publication that didn’t pick the 
Blazers to finish last in C-USA, but victo- 
ries over 18th-ranked East Carolina, Hous- 
ton, Cincinnati and Tulane elevated UAB’s 
conference reputation. 

“I'm sure we caught a bunch of folks 
overlooking us,” Brown says. “I don’t 
think that will happen this year.” 

The experience factor is a plus for the 
Blazers this season. They return 15 starters 
and 60 letterwinners. “If we were a good 
team last year, we should be a much better 
team this year,” Brown says. 

Unfortunately, much experience and 
depth was due to injuries that decimated 
the offense. That depth and experience 
will create more competition, especially 
on the offensive line where nine of the 10 
top players return. With experienced tight 
ends Johnni Arrington and Undrae Crosby, 
the Blazers should be strong up front. 

The offensive line should help a run- 
ning game that faltered last season after 
running back Carl Fair suffered a broken 
leg. Fair rushed for 5.4 yards per carry 
before his injury, and he brings the size 
(6-2, 210 pounds) UAB needs to move 
the pile in short-yardage situations. 

Fair is complemented by Percy Cole- 
man, a senior who can run or catch passes 
as a fullback or tailback. Cedric Thatch is 
attempting to earn an additional year of 
eligibility. And, Lucious Foster is working 
his way back on the team after missing 
the 1999 season for disciplinary reasons. 
He led the Blazers in rushing in '98. 


receiver. The Blazers are hopeful that 
Leron Little, a 6-6, 220-pound junior, 
will build on his progress from late in 
the '99 season, but as a whole, the 
receivers are covered with doubt. 

With teams stacked against the run, 
the Blazers need more help from the quar- 
terback position. Senior Daniel Dixon has 
started 20 games since 1998, but has 
thrown for just 2,578 yards, with seven 
touchdowns and 16 interceptions. He's 
been an effective runner, but he’ll need 
more than his legs to beat out sophomore 
Thomas Cox and junior Jeff Aaron. 

“He’s got some talented people who 
want to win his job,” Brown says, “and 
he’s got to hold them off.” 

Three jobs are open in the secondary, 
where UAB's three best defensive play- 
makers — All-American cornerback 
Rodregis Brooks, free safety Kris Neal and 
safety/rover Yodonn Biassou — departed, 


at a glance 


answers, the front six returns mostly 
intact, including eight defensive linemen 
with significant playing experience. With 
all-conference candidates Bryan Thomas 
and Rajohn Myles at the ends, the Blazers 
have two capable pass rushers up front. 

The Blazers lost both kicking special- 
ists, but Brown likes replacements Rhett 
Gallego (kicker) and Ross Stewart (punter). 

In fact, Brown likes an awful lot about 
this team, with good reason. The only 
thing he doesn’t know is how his team, 
and the rest of the conference, will 
respond to UAB’s success in 1999. 

“We've got a chance to be better,” 
Brown says, “but | still have to wonder if 
we overachieved last year or if we are 
getting good enough as a program to do 
this. We're going to find out. | know that 
the teams in this league will be shooting 
at us, So it will be interesting to see.” 

— Richard Scott 


1999: 5-6 Overall; 4-2 CUSA (T/2nd) 

COACH: Watson Brown — At UAB: 24-31, 
5 years; Overall: 56-106-1, 15 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 5; 8 Offense, 
7 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RBs Carl Fair and 
Percy Coleman; DEs Bryan Thomas and 
Rajohn Myles; FS Adrian Singleton 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The return of 
nine of 10 offensive linemen and FB Carl 
Fair should improve the running game. 
The defensive front is deep and quick. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Blazers 


need more from their passing game, but 
receivers are young and inexperienced. 
QB Daniel Dixon has been an inconsistent 
passer. The secondary must replace three 
key playmakers. K Rhett Gallego is accu- 
rate, but needs to improve leg strength. 
OVERVIEW: UAB should be better in 
2000, but it still might not show in the 
record or standings. Still, if the Blazers can 
muster a passing game and find some 
answers in the secondary, they could 
contend for one of CUSA’s three bowls. 
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.... MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


iddle Tennessee won't join the 
Sun Belt Conference until 2001, 
but the impact of the move is 


permeating every part of a program enter- 

ing its second year of Division I-A football. 
The opportunity to play for a confer- 

ence championship and a bowl bid and 


BLUE RAIDERS 


total offense as a sophomore, and with 
4,144 career passing yards, is on pace to 
become the Blue Raiders’ all-time leader. 
However, he'll have to fight off Ole Miss 
transfer Lance Phillips and juco transfer 
Jason Johnson. Palmer will face competi- 
tion from sophomore Dwone Hicks as 


from defensive end to outside linebacker 
in the spring. “We were young, but we 
can’t be shocked anymore. We have to 
develop a hard-nosed personality.” 

With the addition of new defensive 
linemen such as juco transfers Kevin Sharp 
and Anthony Hood and freshman Ray 


Blue Raiders Taking a Big Bite of I-A Action 


develop conference rivalries is already 
paying off for the Blue Raiders, who will 
play as an independent this season. 

“It’s already making an impact,” says 
Andy McCollum, the Blue Raiders’ 
second-year coach. “It gives us something 
to sell, something to look forward to.” 

While the Blue Raiders set their sights 
on better things in the future, the 2000 
season appears to be another uphill climb. 

With a schedule that takes the Blue 
Raiders to Illinois, Florida, Maryland and 
Mississippi State, Middle Tennessee will 
continue to learn tough lessons about life 
in Division I-A. But, with home games 
against Murray State, Louisiana-Monroe, 
South Florida and Louisiana-Lafayette, it 
still might improve on last year's 3-8 
record. 

“We played Arkansas, Mississippi 
State, Arizona, Louisiana Tech and Central 
Florida last year. That was a great learning 
experience for us,” McCollum says. “Now, 
we only lose eight seniors. Our guys know 
where we're trying to go; and they know 
what they need to do.” 

That was evident during the spring, 
when the Blue Raiders returned 18 starters 
and 47 lettermen. 

Ten of those returning starters are on 
offense, including quarterback Wes 
Counts, tailback Jamison Palmer, the entire 
offensive line and three quality receivers 
who combined to catch more than 180 
passes: Kendall Newson, Tyrone Calico 
and Hansford Johnson. 

But nothing is set in stone for those 
starters. Counts set Middle Tennessee's 
single-season record for passing yards and 


Middle Tennessee attempts to be more 
physical with its ground game. 

The highest priority on offense will 
be cutting down on penalties and 
turnovers. 

“We're not good enough to turn the 
ball over any time,” McCollum says. 
“Turnovers put our defense in some bad 
positions last year.” 

Defensively, the Blue Raiders return 
eight starters, including four key playmak- 
ers in cornerback Jermaine Francis, safety 
Mario Kelso, end Terrence King and line- 
backer Marcus Harvey. Many returning 
starters were young and inexperienced 
a year ago when the defense allowed 446 
yards and 35 points per game. 

“We had a lot of guys who had never 
gone face-to-face with a I-A program last 
year,” said Wes Stephens, who moved 


at a glance 
BLUE RAIDERS 


1999: 3-8 Overall 

COACH: Andy McCollum — At Middle Ten- 
nessee and Overall: 3-8, | year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 10 
Offense, 8 Defense — 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Wes Counts, 
TB Jamison Palmer, WRs Kendall Newson, 
Tyrone Calico and Hansford Johnson, FS 
Mario Kelso, LB Marcus Harvey 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: /n offense 

that returns 10 starters, its entire offensive 

line and plenty of weapons has the poten- 
tial to move the ball and score a lot of 
points. Experience and the addition of 
some key recruits should make the 


Miller, who redshirted in 1999 after being 
tuled a partial qualifier, McCollum hopes 
to have more speed and depth. 

“We have to create a personality on 
defense,” McCollum says. “It’s not OK to 
miss a tackle. It’s not OK to miss a big 
play. We're not going to get this program 
where we want it to be until we're good 
defensively.” 

Getting the program where McCollum 
wants it to be isn’t going to be easy, but 
it’s moving in the right direction now that 
Middle Tennessee can look forward to 
a future in the Sun Belt. 

“We're impatient and we want it to 
happen quickly,” McCollum says. “It’s 
going to take four or five years to recruit 
and get our numbers caught up, but this is 
an exciting time at Middle Tennessee.” 

— Richard Scott 


defense better. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As a second- 
year Division lA program, the overall 
depth and experience is low compared to 
most teams Middle Tennessee wiill play. 
The offense has to cut down on turnovers 
and penalties, while the defense needs to 
allow fewer big plays. 

OVERVIEW: With a move to the Sun Belt 

in 2001, a commitment to improving facili- 

ties and solid recruiting, Middle Tennessee 

is taking some positive steps. But it might 

be another three or four years before that 

shows in the record, especially against 

a tough schedule. 
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ack before there was a Conference 
USA, the ranks of Division I-A inde- 
pendents swelled with relatively 


anonymous independents that knew how 
to play winning football, even if the rest 
of the nation never bothered to notice. 

“In reality, most of our schools have been 
playing good football all along, but we haven't 
had the Conference USA name to attach to it,” 
says Steve Logan, East Carolina's coach since 
1992. “It used to be that, ‘Well, East Carolina 
beat Syracuse,’ and ‘Well, Southern Miss just 
beat Georgia,’ and that’s all it was. Now, it's 
‘Conference USA beat the Rose Bowl champion 
last year’ or ‘Conference USA beat Miami, and 
LSU and North Carolina and West Virginia.’ 

“It’s not just one school. It’s the whole 
conference, and it’s given the media a handle 
on what has been going on for years.” 

Now, instead of winning eight or nine 
games a year and hoping and praying for 
a bowl bid without the benefit of a conference 
tie-in or championship, at least three C-USA 
teams will play in bowls this season. 

“It helps your ability to recruit because 
you're locked into bowls, you're playing for a 
conference championship,” says Jeff Bower, 
Southern Miss’ coach since 1991. “Kids want to 
have a chance to play for a championship, go to 
a bowl and play on TV. Up until four years ago, 
none of our schools could guarantee any of that.” 

Entering its fifth season, C-USA has 
brought attention to its programs and moved 
rung-by-rung up the college-football ladder. 
Top to bottom, C-USA is better than the WAC 
and the Mountain West, and now has its sights 
set on the Big East and a future spot in the 
Bowl Championship Series. 

“I'd rather play the Big East schedule than 
the one we're playing,” Logan says. “Top to 
bottom we're solid. We don't have a Florida 
State or a Virginia Tech, but we don't have 
many weak teams, either.” 

In fact, East Carolina went 2-0 against the Big 
East last season, defeating Miami and West Vir- 
ginia. The Pirates also went 2-0 against the ACC, 
with wins over N.C. State and Duke, and 1-0 
against the SEC, with a win over South Carolina. 

Meanwhile, Cincinnati finished last in C-USA, 
but still defeated Rose Bowl winner Wisconsin. 

Houston defeated both LSU and North 
Carolina; Louisville slammed Kentucky; and 
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Maturing a Growing 
FEaAgwe Satties Um 


1. SOUTHERN MISS Golden Eagles have what it takes to defend league title. _ 


2. EAST CAROLINA _ 
3. LOUISVILLE 


4. UAB = 
5. CINCINNATI _ 
6. MEMPHIS 

7. HOUSTON 

8. TULANE 

9. ARMY 


_ Pirates will contend with mix of talent and solid veterans. 
Redman’s gone, but plenty of offensive weapons return. 

__ C-USA coaches predicted Blazers would rise quickly. 

__Too young last year, Bearcats grow up in 2000. — 

Tigers need offensive playmakers, but defense is tough. _ 

New coach must find ground game and defense. 

What happened to program that went 12-0 two years ago? 

Big changes force tough transition on new coach, old players. 


Sept. 2 Southern Miss at Tennessee 
Sept. 2 Houston at Rice 

Sept. 7 Virginia Tech atECU 
Sept. 16 Southern Miss at Alabama 
Sept. 16 Cincinnati at Wisconsin 
Sept. 16 UABatKansas 

Sept. 23 Louisville at Florida State 
Sept. 23 Syracuse at ECU 

Sept. 23 Houston at Texas 
Oct. 19 ECU atLouisville 
Nov. 4 Louisville at Southern Miss _ 
Nov. 25 ECU at Southern Miss 
Dec. 4 Army vs. Navy 


Memphis lost to three SEC bowl teams — Ole 
Miss, Mississippi State and Tennessee — by a 
combined seven points. 

In fact, C-USA posted at least one victory 
against eight of the nine conferences it faced 
last season and lost just two non-conference 
games to teams with a losing record in 1999, 

“Tulane was a Top 10 team two years ago 
and we've been ranked 13th and 19th two of 
the last three years,” Bower said. “The next 
step we need to take is to qualify for that Bowl 
Championship Series.” 

The problem for C-USA is that old reputa- 
tions die hard, and C-USA programs face a 
constant battle for national respect. Logan has 
had recruits ask if ECU is a Division I-A pro- 
gram, and the preseason Top 25s rarely include 
C-USA teams. While other programs with 
established reputations receive automatic 
votes in the preseason polls, C-USA teams 
have to earn their way midway into the season. 

There's only way to change that perception. 

“We have to keep winning and winning and 
winning,” Logan says. “It comes grudgingly.” 


Eagles take shot at Vols in primetime national TV slot. 


__New UH coach Dana Dimel opens against crosstown rival. 
_Primetime (Thursday night) chance against name opponent. 


Eagles have a history of scaring Tide; TV adds spotight. 
Badgers aren't likely to forget "99 loss at Cincy. 

Weird schedule makes this a conference game for Blazers. 
Maybe defending national champs will overlook Cardinals. 
Pirates have shown they know how to beat Orangemen. 
Chance for Cougars to capture homestate attention, 
Another Thursday primetime national TV exposure for C-USA. 
One of the games that will play a big part in title hunt. 
Has all the makings of a conference championship game. 
Coach Todd Berry's first game against archrival. 


Louisville coach John L. Smith adds, “We 
have to keep stepping up against our non-confer- 
ence opponents, and we have to do a better job 
in the bowls — and | would include us in that.” 

C-USA hasn't exactly helped itself in 
bowls, with a 4-5 record over the past four 
years, including a 1-2 record against the Big 
West champion in Boise's Humanitarian Bowl. 

The even better news for C-USA teams is 
they will no longer have to spend December in 
Boise. Instead, they will play their postseason 
games in the Liberty Bowl, the Mobile (Ala.) 
Bowl and the new galleryfurniture.com Bowl to 
be played in Houston. 

The conference also took a positive step last 
season by adding two more programs, inviting 
Texas Christian to join in 2001 and current basket- 
ball member South Florida will enter C-USA as a 
football member in 2003. There are all sorts of 
rumors circulating about a possible 12th member, 
but the conference is weighing several options. 

“We're growing as a league, but let's not 
outgrow ourselves,” Smith warns. “We have to 
be careful about who we add. The addition of 


2000 


1. DAVIDGARRARD QB EastCarolina Jr. Dangerous fusion of size and speed, 
passing and running. 

2. PERNELL GRIFFIN LB EastCarolina Jr. Continues to add valuable experience 
to size and speed. 

3. CEDRIC SCOTT DL Southern Miss Sr. Able to get into backfield and disrupt 


runners, sack passers, Bh pave Garrard Jr 6-3 aes East Carolina 
; | ick Nix Jr 6-1 Southern Miss 
4, DERRICK NIX RB Southern Miss Jr. Capable of running over, through | EPBBe seme Wilson Sr. 61 205 East Carolina 
and past defenders, WR Amold Jackson Sr. 5-8 160 Louisville 
5, ARNOLD JACKSON WR Louisville Sr. Short on-size, but comes up big with a Bily Ke ist via % at 18 Tuan 
heya endai tr 6 emphis 
ot Shoot andi ng coy OL Sherwin Lacewell Sr. 6-2 290 East Carolina 
6, MARIO MONDS DL Cincinnati Sr. Great talent needs to get serious =8=8=§=OL Doug Rosfeld St. 6-4 279 Cincinnati 
about football and being in shape. a te phd ot a ee eae 
, is Hicks nr 6 emphis 
7. IDREES BASHIR DB Memphis So. NFL scouls are already excited about Ol ‘BemordRoberlson Sr. 6a 286 Tulane 
this young stud, PK Ryan White Jr. 5-9 182 Memphis 


8. KEITH STOKES  WR/PR EastCorolina Sr. Small player capable of big plays 


each time he touches the ball. DEFENSE — First Team 
9, ANTONIO ROUNDTREE CB Louisville Sr. Struggled in'99 afer strong ‘98; stil DL Cedric Scott St. 6-5 255 Southern Miss 
tough to beat one-on-one, DL Marlo Monds Sr. 6-4 335 Cincinnati 
DL Marcus Bell Sr. 6-2 305 Memphis 
10. BERNARD ROBERTSON OL Tulane Sr. Afine talent who had a better98 = DL Mbayo Ahmuda St. 6-1 275 East Carolina 
d ior. LB Pernell Griffin Jr. 6-3 240 East Carolina 
Hhan'99, loos opesk osaseni. 1B Kamal Shakir St. 6-1 238 Memphis 
OSA Ce ale David Garrard, QB, East Carolina ~ Aad om EE Sl a Bete le 
CII CRORLCRCIEM Derrick Nix, RB, Southern Miss Ee pie al tie aa a le ie SUAS 
DSS CmOmice Cuiae Cedric Scott, DL, Southern Miss me pees Breck i oe ae eal 
NEM mcm dem Deion Branch, WR, Louisville 
OFFENSE — Second Team 
TCU adds to our integrity, so let's make sure anyone we bring in does QB Jeff Kelly Jr. 6-2 204 Southern Miss 
the same thing.” RB Michael Wallace Sr. 5-11 232 Army 
The conference showed foresight the past two years, highlighting its top RB Carl Fair Sr. 6-2 215 UAB 
regular-season game. By moving last season's Southem Miss-Louisville WR Orlando Iglesias St. 6-3 223 Houston — 
game to Nov. 20 and this season's Southem Miss-East Carolina game to Hg Saeieele - HE aa a a coca 
Nov. 25, its best projected game is available for national television. OL Samien Jones Sr. 6-3 290 East Carolina 
“It really boiled down to being a conference championship game OL Jabari Beauford Jr. 6-3 317 Houston 
between us and Louisville last year,” Bower says. “I think that’s what it’s OL Jason Padgett Sr. 6-4 295 Louisville 
all about, when you can culminate a season with the two best teams in OL Billy Clay Sr. 6-4 270 Southern Miss 
the league playing each other for the championship.” = poe bela d 2 ee oe wil 
Not that Bower or Logan are making any predictions about the 
2000 season. Southern Miss opens at Tennessee, Alabama and Okla- DEFENSE — Second Team 
homa State before its C-USA schedule kicks in, and East Carolina plays. DL Nikia Adderson Sr. 5-10 280 Houston 
Virginia Tech and Syracuse at home and a road game at West Virginia. DL Bryan Thomas Sr. 6-4 220 UAB 
Once the conference season starts, Louisville appears to be another DL DeQuincy Scott Sr. 6-2 270 Southern Miss 
contender for the conference title, but the Cardinals must get better on DL Donovan Arp St. 6-3 250 Louisville 
defense and replace record-setting quarterback Chris Redman. fe Se a le a ac ae cee 
Memphis came within 17 points of winning nine games in '99, and LB Michael Brown So. 5-11 200 Louisville 
returns a defense with nine starters. DB Rashad Holman Sr. 5-11 190 Louisville 
Cincinnati returns 19 starters and UAB should be even better after DB Adrian Singleton Jr. 6-2 200 UAB 
finishing 4-2 and tied for second in its first C-USA season. DB Raymond Walls St. 5-10 176 Southern Miss 
Houston, with new coach Dana Dimel, should be another team “3 Com aeueel He rol Ps Memenis 


with a chance to contend for a bow! spot. 

But it's hard to pick against the Golden Eagles and the Pirates. 
Southern Miss returns a strong nucleus of key players from a 9-3 team ete 
that won the conference championship, and East Carolina returns a oe ‘ve talked a | tv / 
strong core of key players from a 9-2 team. ) 

“I'd rather be in that position than having. no chance at all,” Bower 
‘says. “I think we've got a chance to have a good football team. and Tal 
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1999 SEC Leaders 


PASSING EFFICIENCY ATT. CMP. PCT. YDS. 1D POINTS INTERCEPTIONS G NO, YDS, 1D IPG 
Rohan Davey, LSU* 52 31 59.6 491 4 148.9 Deon Grant, Tennessee 11 9 167 ] 0.8 
Dusty Bonner, Kentucky” 465 303 65.2 3266 26 137.0 Larry Casher, Auburn* VW 5 117 0 0.5 
Mikal Goodman, South Carolina 65 32 49.2 572 3 135.3 Anthony Wajda, Kentucky* VW 5 98 0 0.5 
Doug Johnson, Florida 337 190 56.4 2574 20 132.4 Jamie Henderson, Georgia* VW 5 77 1 0.5 
Clint Stoerner, Arkansas 317 177 55.8 2293 19 130.1 Cory Robinson, Georgia* i 5 65 0 0.5 
Romaro Miller, Mississippi" 270 147 544 1999 14 128.6 Fred Smoot, Mississippi St.* W 5 13 0 0.5 
Quincy Carter, Georgia® 380 216 56.8 2713 17 128.4 Bennie Alexander, Florida* 12 5 116 2 0.4 
Tee Martin, Tennessee 305 165 54.1 2317 12 125.0 Reggie Myles, Alabama* 12 5 72 1 0.4 
Andrew Zow, Alabama* 264 148 56.1 1799 12 121.5 Milo Lewis, Alabama* 12 5 59 0 0.4 
Wayne Madkin, Mississippi St.* 257 135 52.5 1884 10 118.4 Anthony Magee, Mississippi" 9 a 30 0 0.3 
RUSHING CAR. YDS. AVG. YDSPG SCORING 1D XP FG PTS. PTPG 
Shaun Alexander, Alabama 302 1383 46 125.7 Shaun Alexander, Alabama 24 0 0 144 13.1 
Joe Gunn, Mississippi* 182 951 5.2 86.5 Jeff Chandler, Florida* 0 38 21 101 8.4 
Jamal Lewis, Tennessee 182 816 45 81.6 Deuce McAllister, Mississippi* 13 0 0 78 78 
Jasper Sanks, Georgia* 177 896 5.1 81.5 Les Binkley, Mississippi* 0 36 14 78 7.1 
Deuce McAllister, Mississippi" 151 809 5.4 80.9 Hap Hines Georgia 0 36 14 78 7.1 
Earnest Graham, Florida® 117 654 5.6 72.7 Mare Samuel, Kentucky* 0 35 14 77 7.0 
Travis Henry, Tennessee* 125 790 63 71.8 Ryan Pflugner, Alabama 10) 21 14 63 7.0 
Cedric Cobbs, Arkansas* 116 668 5.8 60.7 Al Walk , Tennessee* 0 35 8 59 6.6 
Rodney Williams, Vanderbilt* 148 644 44 58.6 Scott Westerfield, Mississippi St.* 0 18 18 72 6.6 
Rondet! Mealey, LSU 170 637 3.7 57.9 Tony Dodson, Arkansas 0 31 12 67 6.1 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG PUNTING NO. AVG, RECEIVING G cr. YDS. YDSPG 
Dusty Bonner, Kentucky* 576 3125 284.1 Corey Gibbs, LSU 57 43.0 Ronney Daniels, Auburn* 11 56 ~=—-: 1068 97.1 
Quincy Carter, Georgia* A82 2968 269.8 Damon Duval, Auburn* 57 42.9 Darel lodeen. Florida® 12 67-1156 96.3 
Tee Martin, Tennessee 86 2634 239.5 Andy Smith, Kentucky 47 42.7 James Whalen, Kentucky 11 90 1019 92.6 
Doug Johnson, Florida 367 2463 223.9 Jeff Walker, Mississippi St. 52 42.7 Anthony Lucas, Arkansas 10 37 822 82.2 
Clint Stoerner, Arkansas 344 2233 203.0 David Leaverton, Tennessee” 57 42.6 Jerel Myers, LSU" 1 64 854 776 
Romaro Miller, Mississippi* 312 1987 180.6 John Markham, Vanderbilt* 60 40.8 Tavarus Hogans, Vanderbilt 11 53 837 76.1 
Greg Zolman, Vanderbilt* 379 1969 179.0 Alan Rhine, Florida* 47 40.4 Kelvin Love, Mississippi St. 11 43 834 758 
Josh Booty, LSU* 360 1747 174.7 Patrick Morgan, Alabama 55 40.4 Cedrick Wilson, Tennessee” 11] 57 827 75.2 
Wayne Madkin, Mississippi St.* 308 1883 171.2 Courtney Leavitt, South Carolina 63 40.3 Terrence Edwards, Georgia® 11 53 772 70.2 

irew Zow, Alabama* 297 1762 160.2 Reagan King, Mississippi” 56 38.1 Freddie Milons, Alabama’ 12 65 733 61.1 


TEAM 


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS, YDSPG TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS, YDSPG KICKOFF RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Georgia 831 4576 416.0 Mississippi State 734 2448 222.5 Tennessee 28 662 23.6 
Florida 823 4895 407.9 Alabama 749 3568 297.3 Mississippi 36 843 23.4 
Tennessee 772 4468 406.2 Tennessee 708 3275 297.7 Kentucky 34 793 23.3 
Alabama 862 4523 376.9 Arkansas 733 3336 303.3 Mississippi State 3] 719 23.2 
Kentucky 836 4119 374.5 South Carolina 667 3385 307.7 Alabama 23 533 23.2 
Arkansas 734 4067 369.7 Vanderbilt 706 3471 315.5 Auburn 36 781 21.7 
Mississippi 717 4053 368.5 Mississippi 760 3579 325.4 Florida 38 805 21.2 
Mississippi State 718 3562 323.8 Flori 876 3986 332.2 4| 865 21.1 
Van ‘ lt 720 3492 317.5 LSU 800 3841 349.2 Arkansas 33 677 20.5 
LSU 713 3319 301.7 Auburn 801 3998 363.5 Vanderbilt 33 657 19.9 
Auburn 736 3241 294.6 Kentucky 743 4111 373.7 South Carolina 39 757 19.4 
South Carolina 71 2515 228.6 Georgia 765 4209 382.6 Georgia 33 629 19.1 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS, AVG, SCORING DEFENSE G PTS. AVG, PUNT RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Tennessee 11 348 31.6 Mississippi State a 149 13.5 Kentucky 18 248 13.8 
Florida 12 369 30.8 Tennessee 1] 163 14.8 Auburn 20 220 11.0 
Arkansas 1 326 29.6 Mississippi iB 203 18.5 South Carolina 25 255 10.2 
Alabama 12 344 28.7 Arkansas W 208 18.9 Alobama 32 315 98 
Kentucky 1 315 28.6 Alabama 12 230 19.2 Tennessee 44 405 9.2 
Georgia in 308 28.0 Florida 12 235 19.6 Florida 32 287 9.0 
Mississippi in 296 26.9 Auburn in 236 21.5 Georgia 27 236 8.7 
Vanderbilt 1] 252 22.9 Vanderbilt WW 256 23.3 Mississippi 29 246 8.5 
Mississippi State W 238 21.6 LSU VW 259 23.5 Mississippi State 42 300 7.1 
Auburn 1 233 21.2 South Carolina W 278 25.3 Vanderbilt 4] 289 7.0 
W 223 20.3 rgia W 285 25.9 LSU 20 138 6.9 

South Carolina W 87 7.9 Kentucky VW 323 29.4 Arkansas 32 188 5.9 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG RUSHING DEFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG NET PUNTING NO, AVG. RET. YDSPR AVG. 
Tennessee 459 2104 191.3 Mississippi State 403 736 66.9 Kentucky 49 41.0 13 53 39.9 
Mississippi 439 2008 182.5 Alabama 335 904 75.3 Tennessee 57 42.6 28 159 39.8 
Alabama 509 2145 178.8 Mississippi 369 846 76.9 Alabama 56 40,3 20 98 38.5 
Georgia 44) 1749 159.0 Tennessee 364 986 89.6 Auburn 66 «41.6 26 231 38.1 
Flori 385 1729 144.1 Florida 416 1099 91.6 Florida 52 39.5 WwW = 165 36.3 
Arkansas 363 1491 135.5 Arkansas 392 1109 100.8 Mississippi State 68 38.4 27 165 36.0 
Vanderbilt 402 1270 115.5 Auburn 358 1133 103.0 Vanderbilt 63 38.8 35 196 35.7 
Mississippi State 367 1129 102.6 Georgia 356 1150 104.5 Georgia 56 38.3 24 147 35.7 
South Carolina 434 987 89.7 Vanderbilt 430 1491 135.5 Mississippi 58 37.2 28 132 34.9 
U 308 907 82.5 South Carolina 412 1608 146.2 LSU 66 39.8 30 333 34.8 
Kentucky 368 830 75.5 Kentucky 377 1633 148.5 South Carolina 74 38.9 40 367 34.0 
Auburn 390 748 68,0 LSU 452 1674 152.2 Arkansas 51 39.3 28 278 33.8 
PASSING OFFENSE ATT. _ COMP, YDS. YDSPG PASSING DEFENSE ATT. COMP. YDS. TD INT. POINTS TURNOVERS +FUM. INT, TOTAL -FUM, INT. TOTAL GAME 
Kentucky 468 304 3289 299.0 Mississippi State 338 172 1712 7 aS... 93.3 Georgia 10. S205 BO) Spe 7 22) 10:7 
Florida 438 237-3166 263.8 LSU 348 188 2167 +11 +17 107.0 Arkansas ik) aed 7 JF 20! 10.6 
Georgia 390 221 2827 257.0 Florida 460 251 2887 12 13 110.2 Auburn Puta” 27 9 12 21 06 
Arkansas 371 204 2576 234.2 Arkansas 341 181 2227) 12 12 112.5 Tennessee 7 21 28 #14 10 24 0.4 
Auburn 346 202 2493 226.6 Tennessee 344 188 2289 15 21 112.7 Alabama 10 16 26 8 14 22 03 
Mississippi State 351 184 2433 221.2 Auburn 443 251 2865 16 18 1148 Kentucky 1S Alo» 3 15 13 28: 03 
LSU 405 200 2412 219.3 Alabama 414 218 2664 20 16 114.9 Mississippi 10033) 23) “1S FAK Oe 
Tennessee 313 168 2364 214.9 Kentucky 366 189 2478 17 16 115.1 Mississippi State 12,15 27 14 14 28 -0.1 
Vanderbilt 318 163. 2222 202.0 Mississippi 391 28: 27939" 12) NS) VS, South Carolina W508 [230 TT 16) 527. -0:4 
Alabama 353 198 2378 198.2 Georgia 409 224 3059 19 20 123.1 Florida WS BS N26s" D220) 532 -0'5 
Mississippi 278 153-2045 185.9 South Carolina 255 143 1777 13 8 125.2 Vanderbilt 1 Ba Ye 8 17 25 07 
South Carolina 277 116 1528 138.9 Vanderbilt 276 152 1980 13 6 126.5 LSU BiIPT 126 9 25 34 0.7 
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CONVENIENT, FAST, SAME DAY PAYOUTS... 
NO-HASSILES; ABSOMUTELY-FREE! 


COURTEOUS, PROFESSIONAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING REPRESENTATIVES 
AT, YOUR SERVIGE 24 HOURS A DAY, 
EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. 


ALL AGGOUNTS GOMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL AND 
PROTECTED UNDER INTERNATIONAL SECRECY LAWS. 


HIGH Livits., Low MINIMUMS... 
AND ALL ACCOUNTS ARE UPDATED INSTANTLY 


YOUR BENSON AL Z= 5) ACCOUNT NUMBER 


C16% SDNUE PAID 
ON INITIAL DEPOSIT 


( OR VISIT;OUR 

WEBSITE TODAY AND 
REGEIVEA S25)GHIP 
ON THEHGOUSE! 


1 NO Vic /NO JUICE 
: IN SEPTEMBER! 


/ GUARANTEED BES® x 4 
PARLAYS!@hEASERS / 
INTHE INDUSTRY. 
TWO TEAM: 13 172 tO53 
THREE TEAMS: 6 FO 7 
FOUR TEAMS: 11 TO i 


1-888-564-4345 


www. empressgaming. com 
EMERGENCY BACK-UP NUMBER 800-511-8721 


For a team to excel, all the players must work together as one. At HEALTHSOUTH, we understand the value of teamwork. 
As the nation’s leading provider of ambulatory surgery, diagnostic imaging and rehabilitative healthcare services, we know that 
rehabilitation is an integral part of a complete recovery. Our team of physicians and therapists works together to formulate an 
individualized rehabilitation plan designed to return each patient to his or her optimum level of performance. 


At HEALTHSOUTH, we get you off of the sidelines and back on the field. 


888 476-8849 


healthsouth.com @HRC 2000 


HSP! 62809 


